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The Security of Israel ant the J.N.F.
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Israel, surrounded as it is on three,
sides by enemies, must give first place
to security considerations, The fact
that the surest strategic protection of
the plains and valleys is a strong
chain of settlements along the hills
was proven during Israel's War of
Independence.

Then, a number of key settlements
barred the paths of advaifbe of invad-
ing armies. The land of those villages
had been acquired by the J.N.F. with

an eye to security years before the necessity arose. The J.N.F.
policy of buying and occupying land which had strategic
value is continuing today with the Five Year Plan for hill
settlement. The hills which form the boundaries with three
Arab countries are sparsely settled, only one third being
worked by Jews.

Under the Five Year Plan the Fund will acquire from
non-Jewish owners 50,000 dunams of land in border areas.
Reclamation of 300,000 dunams in the hills with the view to
settling 12,000 families of newcomers and expanding 80 exist-
ing settlements will create bases for a strong defense.

Wherever settlement is not feasible, natural barriers in
the form of forests are to be planted. Forests are an asset to
defense they can serve as an effective fcheck to the advance
of armored columns, conceal fortified positions and camou-
flage the size of units and the extent of movements and
preparations. The JNF Five Year Plan which will afforest
150,000 dunams of hill lands strengthens an important link in
the security chain along Israel’s elongated borders. ,
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Greetings and Best Wishes
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The
Jewish'
Quiz
Box

By Rabbi Samuel J. Fox
(Copyright, 1956, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

QUESTION: Why is it custom-
ary to extinguish the Havdalah
candle on Saturday night by
pouring some of the left over
wine in a dish and dousing the
candle in the wine?

ANSWER: The “Levush” claims
that this was a means of signify-
ing that the candle had not been
lit for ordinary use and so it is
not extinguished as an ordinary
candle is extinguished. A candle
that was lit for a mitzvoh was
usually not extinguished and was
allowed to bum out to the end.
In the case of the Havdalah can-
dle where practicality calls for it
’to be extinguished after use, the
dousing of the candle was per-
formed with the wine to stress
its special significance. Also, it
served to afford some use for the
wine that was left over in the cup
after drinking to indicate that
even the left-over elements of an
object which was used for a Mitz-
voh should have some -significant
purpose. Furthermore, the contact
between the liquid of pleasure
and the candle of enlightenment
may be a means of unifying the
element of the Havdalah.
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QUESTION: Why do some peo-
ple put their fingers to this wine
after it has been used to douse the
candle and then touch their eyes,
the back of their ears, the almond
bone (nut of the spine) and the
pockets?

ANSWER: The general reason
given for this is that it is done to
indicate how dear the mitzvah is
to us. Others have felt that this is
a means of healing for the eyes
which tend to become damaged
from excessive hurry during the
week. The same applies to the
back of the ears. The almond bone
at the top of the spine if consider-
ed the part of the body which is
not destroyed in the grave and
from which the resurrection of
the individual will begin. Placing
the wine in the pockets is a means
of signifying our hopes that our
income will be- good during the
coming week.

Seder Menu Suggestions
First- Seder

FIRST SEDER
Concord Grape Wine

Gefilte Fish with Beet Horse-
radish

Chicken Soup with Matzo Balls
Roast Frozen-Fresh Capon

Matzo Stuffing
*Oven Browned Potatoes

Asparagus Tips
Cranberry Sauce
Kosher Pickles

Matzos
Spice-Nut Sponge Cake

, Elberta Peaches
Tea or Demi-Tasse

SECOND SEDER

Concord Grape Wine
Gefilte Fish with Sliced Tomatoes
Borscht with Passover Mandlen

Roast Frozen-Fresh Turkey
Mushroom Matzo Stuffing

Carrots
Dill Tomatoes

Cranberry Sauce
Lettuce Wedges with Mayonnaise

Matzos v
Nut Drop Cookies
* Bartlett Pears

Tea or Demi-Tasse
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Between You and Me...
BY BORIS SMOLAR (Copyright, 1956, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

BEHIND THE SCENES
A serious battle against the Montor group—-

known as the American Friends of Israel —is
now developing behind the scenes ... It may
involve the Israel Government and its em-
bassy in the United States . . . The Zionist
Organization of America has decided at a
closed session of its National Administrative
Council to ask the Jewish Agency and the
American Zionist Council to explore with

the Israel Government the “propriety” of the Montor group
... It also adopted a decision to ask the Israel Government to
discourage the activities planned by the American Friends
of Israel... At ttoe same time, the American Zionist Commit-
tee for Public Affairs similarly decided at a closed meeting -

of its executive committee to ask Israel Ambassador Abba
Eban to discourage the Montor group from going ahead . . .

On the other hand, the Montor group has presented to the
Israel Ambassador a 100-page report on a confidential survey
conducted on the effects of the present public relations activi-
ties in this country in behalf of Israel... The survey, arranged
by the American Friends of Israel, was conducted by two
non-Jewish experts ... It established that the word “Zionist”
has a connotation which is not helpful to Israel’s cause in
this country . . . Meanwhile, Max Bressler, ZOA vice-presi-
dent, has posed a number of pertinent questions to the Ameri-
can Friends of Israel... The questions seek to clarify whether
the Montor group was established with the consent of the
Israel Government and whether it was its purpose to compete
with the American Zionist Council in stimulating American
public opinion in favor of Israel . . . Other questions seek to
establish whether the Montor group wants to supplant the
Zionist parties in this country, or replace the Jewish Agency
as the tie between Israel and American Jewry, or engage in
activities similar to the United Jewish Appeal and the Israel
Bond Organization . . . The Montor group, meanwhile, has
shown no inclination to answer these questions . . .

Greetings and Best Wishes
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