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PLAIN TALK
BY ALFRED SEGAL

AT A FUNERAL
The other week this Mr. Segal

was at St. Mary Church for the

funeral of his old friend Michale
Keefe. As one of the pallbearers.
Segal sat in the second row from
the altar in philosophical medita-
tion from the Jewish angle.
(That's the way of a Jew . . . to

be. thinking Jewishly even in a
Catholic church.) Segal may have
been the only non-Catholic there,
and certainly the only Jew. He
didn't feel lonely, though.

As he looked around among his
neighbors in the church, he came
to the idea that he and these
Catholics were all of one family,
you might say ... all kin, some-
how, in their liking for Mike and
the good guy he was . .

. kin in

friendship together at this altar
.

. . looking at death and wonder-
ing what it’s all about,- yet hoping
that, after everything, there is a
good reward in which Mike would
share beyond the grave. The
priest was commending him to a
happy beginning in eternity.

Well, these observations got

Segal started on the Jewish angle
at this Catholic funeral. He fig-

ured that these Catholics in the
church were more sure of the per-

fect hereafter than we Jews are.
As he understands it, there's no
certainty of opinion about that
among us Jews. One Jew may be
sure of it . . . that there's another
life coming after death, a certain-
ty of heaven to come; and another
says there must -be something, he
hopes so. at least, and still another
says to rest at peace in the grave
is enough for him. Even our rab-
bis differ on just what is coming
to us after this life has been lived.

Here was Segal in-the church,
pondering on that old question,
even while the priest was speak-
ing the ritual in definite certainty

that the departed soul is embraced
in an after-life. Yet Segal’s heart
could echo the priest’s who was
praying for the best for Mike
Keefe in eternity.

Even while his heart was join-
ing the priest's in this, Segal's

mind was asking: Yes, what really
willbecome of my spirit after the

funeral? Is there' really something
for the soul beyond the grave? A

heaven in which to reside at peace

forever? Just resting peacefully?
Yet would I care to reside in eter-
nity without something useful to
do? Would it be worthwhile to
live that way forever . . . with
nothing to do?

If Mike Keefe who was lying

there at the altar in his casket
could have become aware of what
was troubling Segal at the mo-
ment, he would probably have
spoken up, “Cheer up, Al. It’s cer-
tainly going to be better for you
in that hereafter, and I’ll sure be
meeting you up there some day.”
That was Mike’s faith.

And Segal would have replied:
“Thanks, ever so much, Mike. I
wish I could feel your certainty of
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ISRAEL BONDS HELP CONSTRUCT
NEW RAILWAY LINE TO BEERSHEBA
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Large crowds turned out to witness the inauguration day ceremonies of the
newly completed Naan-to.Bcersheba railway line, which was constructed w ith
the assistance oUnvestment capital derived from the sale of State of Israel
Development Bonds. Spanning a distance of more than 40 miles, the new rail-
road connects the agricultural areas which surround Naan in the north with
(he mining and agricultural renter of Beersheha in the Negev. Shown above
in Beersheba is the first Diesel train to travel between both points.

New Orleans Synagogue Seating Fight May Go To Court

NEW ORLEANS, (JTA) A
controversy over a family seating
plan in Congregation Chevra
Thilim here may be headed for
the courts it was disclosed last
week. A group of members op-
posed to the new seating plan has
engaged an attorney to represent
them in the matter. Meanwhile,
in an effort to settle the matter
amicably the synagogue’s board
has modified the plan so'that the

new arrangement would apply
only to the rear of the synagogue,
while those who prefer the old
seating arrangement may remain
front.

Opponents of the plan have also
described a proposed general

meeting as “improper and mean-
ingless” since, they contend, it is

not in accordance with the syna-
gogue’s cnarter. They have sug-
gested that the matter be sub-
mitted to a rabbinical court of
three orthodox rabbis—one to be
named by proponents of the plan,
one by its opponents and the third
to be selected by the first two
rabbis. They have threatened a

civil suit unless a general mem-
bership meeting is called in ac-
cordance with rules in the charter
or the matter is submitted to their
proposed rabbinical court. Earlier,
both sides had agreed to abide by
the decision of a three-man rabbi-
nical court to be named by Dr.
Samuel Belkin, president of Yesh-
iva University, but the plan’s op-
ponents withdrew their agree-

ment to this proposal.
"

Zionist Congress Welcomes
Non - Zionists

JERUSALEM, (JTA) A decision to recommend to the WorldZionist Congress that non-Zionists be invited to join the JewishAgency was adopted here last week by the Organisation Committee
of the Congress. The committee recommended that the Jewish
Agency executive be empowered to formulate, together with the
Zionist Actions Committee, the most useful approach to implement-
ing this recommendation.

Dr. Emanuel Neuman, chairman
of the national executive of the
Zionist Organization of America,
declared that he did not oppose
bringing non-Zionists into the
Agency executive, but wanted to
know how the non-Zionists would
contribute in an organized fashion
to the aims of the Agency. He
suggested that the Congress cre-
ate a means of representation for
all communities outside Israel to
keep itself from becoming a “sec-
ond Knesset.”

Dr. Neumann challenged the
proposal to eliminate all parlies
from the Zionist movement, in-
sisting that it was the right of all
Zionists to express opinions about
conditions in Israel. Else, he ask-
ed. ''how can you expect Jews not
only to contribute money, but also
to invest capital, send their chil-
dren and settle here themselves."
He declared that it was impossible
to maintain a virile Zionist move-
ment unless the State of Israel
recognizes the importance of giv-
ing the movement all possible
strength, support and prestige.

Zvi Lurie, member of the Jew-
ish Agency executive and an Is-
raeli Mapam leader, declared- that
in the first part of the Congress
the delegates had addressed them-
selves to the Jews and non-Jews
of the world in asking for support
of Israel in the current situation,
in the second part “we spoke of
ourselves and our work and colon-
ization in Israel” and in the third
part “we must direct ourselves to
the Jewish people.” Os others, he
continued, “we ask arms” but of
ourselves “we must demand the

weapon on which there is no em-
bargo”—the immigration of pio-
neers.

Delegates Discuss Goldmann's
Views of United Stales Jewry

The analysis given by Dr.
Nahum Goldmann, Jewish Agen-
cy chairman on the outlook in
Jewish life in the United States
and the tasks of the Zionist move-
ment were the subject of discus-
sion at the general debate of the
World Zionist Congress.

Jacques Torczyner, a leader of
the Zionist Organization of Amer-
ica. agreed with Dr. Goldmann
that assimilation was gaining
ground among Jews outside Israel
and said that Jewish day schools
are an important tool in the edu-
cation of Jews abroad. He ex-
pressed regret that American
Zionism lacked the intellectual
leadership that it had had 20 and
25 years ago and called for re-
capturing the idealism which
"gave life" to the Zionist move-
ment in the past.

Mrs. Judith Epstein, Hadassah
leader, insisted that American
Jewry was experiencing a “ren-
aissance” and cited Jewish school
registration figures as proof. At
the same time she agreed with Dr.
Goldmann that it was essential
for the Zionist movement to save
Jewish unity and consciousness
among Jews outside Israel. Mrs.
Epstein also asserted that since
Israel had become a sovereign
state, American Zionists have lit-
tle voice on political issues and
can only participate as “onlook-
ers.”

Berl Locker, Jewish Agency co-
chairman, said that the danger of
assimilation among American
Jews was even greater than the
picture of it drawn by Dr. Gold-
mann. He suggested that one an-
swer to it might be the institution
of the type of day schools now
being developed in Britain. He
asserted that the Zionist move-
ment's chances for survival are
slim without its full participation
in the development of Israel.

Baruch Zuckerman, American
Labor Zionist and member of the
Jewish Agency executive, urged
the creation of an all-Jewish
body, not connected with the
Zionist movement, to take pver
the task of uniting all Jews in
support of Israel. The Zionist
movement, under Mr. Zucker-
man’s plan would work for the
immigration of Jews to the Jew-
ish State.
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Rashi-The Great Jewish Commentator
(On the 850th Anniversary of His Death)

BY HARRY CUSHING
(Copyright, 1956. Jewish Telegraphic Agency. Inc.)

*****

The Jewish people more than any other nation-
al group are by no means lacking in sages and
saints, scribes and teachers, philosophers and
thinkers. However, the best known of Judaism’s
literary heroes is Rabbi Solomon ben Isaac, the

ever popular Rashi. This year the Jewish world is
observing the 850th anniversary of the death of the
best known interpreter of the Bible, the meek
vinegrower and humble sage of Troyes. The yahr-

zeit occurs on the ninth of Tammuz, which this
year will be on June 18th. On Shavuoth, as Jews
observe the birthday of the Torah, it is most ap-

propriate that they think in tribute of the man who
made possible a thorough understanding of the
Bible because of his verse by verse commentary.

It is generally accepted that Rashi was bom in
the year that Hai Gaon, the last of the Geonim,

died in Babylonia. This is in the Jewish tradition

that corroborates the rabbinic statement that the

sun never sets on Jewish spiritual achievement. If

Jewish religious life was dimmed in one part of
the world, it grew brilliant in another part of.the
globe. When the Jewish sun declined in Babylonia,

its brilliance shone forth in France, Germany and
Spain.

The name Rashi was given to the great com-
mentator according to the old Jewish practice of
utilizing the initial letters of a person’s name. His
name was Solomon, the son of Isaac, and so he
became

'

known as Rabbi Shlomo Itzchaki. In
France he was known as Rabbi Shlomo Hatzarfati
(the Frenchman). In the Christian world of He-
braic scholarship he was called Rabbi Solomon
Gallicus.

,
History of French Jewry

Since Rashi was a Frenchman, some mention
should be made of the early history of French
Jewry. Jews have been living in France since the

first century. Legend tells us that Jews were living
in what is now France even before the Hebrews
had established their kingdom in Canaan. The
Book r>f Judges in the Bible tells us that when all
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