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Ben Franklin Bequeathed
Legacy of Freedom

It is easy to think, if you enjoy certain blessings, that they
v simply "happened." Most such do not. Freedom and religious toler-

ance had to be fought for in this country. The mere fact that some
groups came to this country to escape religious persecution does
:not mean that they themselves were ready or willing to grant relief
irom such pressures to others. On the contrary, there were some

vlvho came, not to found a state free for all, but merely to substitute
their tyranny for some other from which they themselves had

{suffered.

Benjamin Franklin was not one
' of them. But he was a great deal

Jm ore than that. He fought against

psuch manifestations. He knew
¦that liberty was indivisible, that
Sit must be available to all, if it
sis to be truly safe for any.

m And so he fought. We here and
now, enjoy that legacy which he,

;and others, bequeathed to us. We

also have the record of how we
- .fought.

One of his weapons, a powerful
parable of tolerance, was printed

, fin the “Poor Richard Almanack,”
, “The Pennsylvania Gazette” and

elsewhere. It is surely worthy of

printing and re-printing. And it is
remarkable that it should be so
closely connected with the 'Pass-
over season, since it ends with the
curse that the bondage in Egypt,
and the blessing which was the
triumphant redemption from that
bondage.

Parable for Quality of
Religious Tolerance

And this is Franklin’s parable:
"And it came to pass after these

things, that Abraham sat in the
door of his tent, about the going
down of the sun.

“And behold a man, bent with
age, coming from the way of the
wilderness, leaning on a staff.

"And Abraham arose and met
him, and said unto him: 'Turn in,
I pray thee, and wash thy feet,

and tarry all night, and thou
shalt arise early in the morning,
and go on thy way.'

“But the man said, ‘Nay, for I
will abide under this tree.’
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"And Abraham pressed him
greatly; so he turned, and they
went into the lent; and Abraham
baked unleavened bread, and
they did eat.

“And when Abraham saw that
the man blessed notlGod, he said
unto him, ‘Wherefore does thou
not worship the most high God,
Creator of heaven and earth?’

"And the man answered and
said, 'I do not worship thy God,
neither do I call upon his name;
for I have made to myself a god,
which abidelh always in mine
house, and provideth me with all
things.'

“And Abraham’s zeal was kind-
led against the man, and he arose
and fell upon him, and drove him
forth with blows into the wilder-
ness.

"And Gcd called unto Abra-
ham, saying. 'Abraham, w'here is
the stranger?'

"And Abraham answered and
said, 'Lord, he would not worship
thee, neither would he call upon
thy name; therefore have I
driven him out from before my
face into the wilderness.'

“And God said, ‘Have I borne
with him these hundred and
ninety and eight years, and nour-
ished him, and clothed him, not-
withstanding his rebellion against
me; and couldst not thou, who
are thyself a sinner, bear with
him one night?'

“And Abraham said, ‘Let not
the anger of the Lord wax hot
against his servant; 10, I have
sinned; forgive me, I pray thee.’

"And Abraham arose, and went
forth into the wilderness, and
sought diligently for the man, and
found him, and returned with him
to the tent; and when he,had en-
treated him kindly, he sent him
away on the morrow with gifts.

“And God spake again unto
Abraham, saying, ‘For this thy sin
shall thy seed be afflicted in a
strange land; but for thy repent-
ance willI deliver them; and they

shall come forth with power, and
with gladness of heart, and with
much substance.’ ”

AMERICAN GROUP TO
ESTABLISH POLIO

REHABILITATION CENTER
IN ISRAEL ,

TEL AVIV, (JTA) A reha-
bilitation center for children
stricken with polio—to be named
in honor of the late President
Frankliru D. Roosevelt—will be
set up on Mt. Carmel in Haifa,
through contributions from a
group of Americans headed by
George Swarts, of Boston. Mr.
Swarts is also active in efforts on
behalf of polio-stricken children
in his home city.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, it was
reported, had told Mr. Swarts that
she would be happy to aid in the
work of the new center, adding

that her husband would have

been very much interested in a
project to help the- children of
Israel.
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ISRAEL ROGOSIN CONTRIBUTES $25,000
FOR NEW SHOP AT BOYS TOWN JERUSALEM

j|j|

Israel Rogosin (left), noted industrialist and philanthropist, Is
shown as he presented a check for $25,000 to Ira Guilden, Chairman
of the Board of the American Committee for Boys Town Jerusalem.
Mr. Rogosin’s contribution, part of the current campaign to raise
5500,000 for the Israeli school for gifted teen-age boys, willprovide
for the establishment of a machine shop at Boys Town Jerusalem.
The school provides general education, vocational training and
religious instruction for Israeli youngsters who would otherwise
be unable to afford it.
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