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Jewish Council Condemned
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Once again this column strongly
condemns and denounces in no uncer-
tain terms that group calling itself the
American Council for Judaism. We
congratulate the religious leadership
of American Jewry which set forth a
joint resolution and declaration issued
by 1,300 rabbis, Orthodox, Conserva-
tive and Reform alike in summing up
the feelings of the overwhelming ma-
jority of American Jews who protest
against the "Cancer for Judaism"

whose loud-mouthed offerings to the general press are in utterdisproportion to its insignificant numbers. We congratulate
Southern Jewry, for having such few ignoramuses among
Council for Judaism members. The few we have met person-
ally we have been able to convert easily enough by pointing
out the terrible errors of their way of life.

The declaration by the 1*,300 rabbis takes the Council to
task on a number of issues where its folly and irresponsibility
have been compounded by ignorance. Asserting that the Coun-
cil has “consistently mispresented the Jewish people before
the bar of public opinion,” the rabbis’ statement condemns it
for its slanders against American Jews who adhere to the
ideals of Zionism. It charges the Council with consistently
maligning the integrity of Jewish institutions, organizations
and causes. “We view with contempt,” the rabbis declare, “the
Council’s attempt to dissuade Americans from helping their
fellow Jews and the State of Israel through contributions to
the United Jewish Appeal and the Israel Bond Drive. If the
Council is unwilling to aid in the rescue and rehabilitation
of harassed Jews, let it at least not frustrate the efforts of
those who would.”

The most telling part of the rabbis' broadside, which
would permanently sink the Council were it less armored with
the thick shell of insensitivity that now insulates it from
reaeon and appeal, is that which deals with its motives and
its interpretations of Judaism. After noting that the Council
is "neither American nor Jewish in spirit or in concept," that
it has been repudiated by all segments of American Jewish
religious and organizational life, the rabbis declare:

As religious leaders, we cannot find in the Council’s ac-
tivities or in its statements any indication that it really repre-
sents Judaism. The Council’s philosophy is one of negation: it
denies the existence of the Jewish people, rejects traditional
Jewish religious ceremonies, the Hebrew language, and Zion
itself.

The rabbis' trenchant declaration strips away the preten-

sions and cant which have cloaked the Council's motives and
alme. We have little hope that it will deter this willful group
from continuing to issue its tiresome and slanderous state-
ments. Were it not for the fact that a certain number of
Americans might take them seriously, or might misinterpret

the Council as a representative element in Jewish life, we

could afford to treat it as an obsessive bore. However, its
ability to garner space in the public press, its ability to seduce
compliments from American political leaders, make it impera-

tive that Jewish groups expose it at every turn. The rabbis'
declaration should make crystal clear to the American public
the absolute contempt in which the Council is held by all
self-respecting Jews.
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The
Jewish
Quiz
Box

By Rabbi Samuel J. Fox
(Copyright, 1956, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

QUESTION: Is it considered
wrong for a Jewish person to
interlock the fingers of the right
hand with those of the left hand,
in folding hands?

ANSWER: This has been tradi-
tionally considered improper.
Some claim that it is improper
because it represents a form of
prayer by the followers of another
religion. Others base, it upon a
mystical passage in the Zohar.
The Zohar tells (Leviticus 24a)
that when the final judgment is
pronounced over a human being
who has sinned excessively, the
five mystic fingers are locked in
five—those of the right hand are
locked in those of the left hand—-
thus making it impossible for the
individual to escape judgment.
The interlocking of the fingers
represents an inescapable judg-
ment and has been looked upon as
a source of evil tidings.

**** #

QUESTION: Why do Jews re-
frain from eaiing Ihe heart of an
animal or fowl even if it is a
Kosher one?

ANSWER: Several reasons are
given for this refrain. Some claim
that this brings on forgetfulness
(Tashbattz). Others claim that Ihe
consumption of the heart of an
animal or fowl might bring the
spirit of the animal into the
human being. It may also general-
ly be because humans have at-
tached such great importance to
the heart that even after death
there is a feeling that the essence
of the living being still remains
there. Where the heart is permis-
sable as food, special require-
ments exist to insure the need
that it be cleansed from all the
blood in it.

* * * $ *

QUESTION: Why is it lhal no
knots are permitted in the
shrouds of the deceased?

ANSWER: Some consider this
a sign in the belief of the resur-
rection. The absence of the knots
makes us feel that the position of
the corpse in the state of death is
temporary and that he will some
day be revived and thus should
not have his movement restricted
by knots. It is possible to say that
the absence of knots in the
shrouds of the dead indicate that
death constitutes a release from
the binding ties of this world
which restrict the soul of man
from its fulfillment. At death all
knots are released and the soul
goes free, so to speak.
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