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FBI Probes Cross-Burnings at Homes of U.S. Jewish Leaders
PLAIN TALK

BY ALFRED SEGAL

ONE MOVING HOUR

It was a recent Sabbath morn-
ing in temple and a lot of us were
crying there I . . or we were
squeezing eyelids together to keep
tell-tale tears in ... or blowing
noses and dabbing eyes byway of
pretending that it was colds that
were bothering us. It was all on
account of 15 young men who
were being ordained to be rabbis
that morning. They had marched
up the altar one by one to lake
the consecration, and not one

word of that service being heard
by any one else of the several
thousand in the big temple. It was
all whispered between God and

them and their teacher who was
blessing them and telling them of
his hopes for them.

Myself, I had never experienced
anything so moving in a syna-
gogue. You know how it is gener-

ally at a service 4n synagogue, and

the same thing can be said about
worship in any church. The peo-
ple have all come there to be with

God for a few hours of their lives,

to raise up their hearts, to medi-
tate on all that’s bigger and better

beyond their daily lives.

But, all at once one may find

his mind running away from it all.
He begins to think of something

else altogether . . . his own small
affairs .~. how's the business

going in these hours when he's
away from it? . . . or, he forgot

to leave some instructions at the

office ... or the small argument

he had with his wife before they

started to temple that morning ...

or the matter of his wife and what

shall he write about for next

week? After while he discovers
how far he has been straying from

the holy things of the synagogue
(or the church) and he hurries
back to God.

That morning in the temple it
was quite different from that. It

was like a moving drama for us
all . . . and we cried as we do
when one of those TV shows gets

to our hearts. I guess in that hour
in the temple, we are more deeply

ourselves than we ever had been
before at worship.

Somehow we could feel that
God really was around, as these
15 solemn young men ascended
the altar, heads bowed, to offer
themselves for His service. It was

a chapter of continuity. Our
sacred history was going on and
on, as in the millenia before, still
giving men to carry on from

where we all started at Sinai . .
•

No end of the ancient story . . .

new men dedicating themselves
for leadership on the timeless
march toward righteousness and
justice and kindness ... no end
of the hope of a better world that
came out of Sinai.

(Continued on Page 8)

Miss Israel Arrives
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Sara Tal, twenty-two-year-old
Israeli student who is "Miss Is-
rael," arrived at Idlewild Airport

to compete in the "Miss Universe"
contest. Miss Tal, a tall brunette,

is a political science student at the
University of Tel Aviv. She

served in the Pioneer Fighting

Youth as a border patrol guard.

She wore "desert" clothes of

white cotton, including a coat,

blouse, skirt and hat. She' dis-

played hand-made Israeli Jewelry

and said that it was her ambition

to return to Israel to work for the

government as an aid to immi-

grants. She was born in Poland
and lived in Israel most of her

life.

Senator Lehman
Target of Fiery Cross

WASHINGTON The FBI, acting with President Eisenhower's
approval, this week joined the hunt for a gang of youths who burned
fiery crosses before the residences of U. S. Sen. Lehman (D-NY),
Chief Justice Earl Warren, Associate Justice Felix Frankfurter.
Solicitor General -Simon Sobeloff. and Douglas King, husband of the
head of the National Advancement of Colored People. Lehman,
Sobeloff and Frankfurter are Jews.

Washington police said crosses
were burned early Saturday in
front of the* hotel residence of
Warren and Lehman, and the
homes of Frankfurter, Sobeloff
and King in nearby Beltsville,
Md.

Officials said two George Wash-
ington University students dis-
covered and kicked over a burn-
ing cross in front of Sobeloff's
apartment house in northwest
Washington. They said a partially
burned sign bore the words
"Sobeloff . . . Jew."

A six-foot cross, still smoulder-
ing, was found on the ¦ lawn of
Frankfurter’s home, and an eight-
foot one was burned in front of
the NAACP chairman’s home in

jnearby Beltsville, Md.
A spokesman for the Sheraton-

Park Hotel denied a cross was
burned there but police said wit-
nesses saw two men in a car with
Virginia license plates drive up,
plant the cross and set it afire.

The hotel is the home of several
top Washington officials, among
them Lehman and Warren.

Macon Rabbi to be On
National Broadcast

"The Message of Israel" of
the American Broadcasting Co.
will present Dr. Newton J.
Friedman, Rabbi of Temple
Beth Israel, Macon, Ga. on a
coasi-to-coasl radio broadcast
on your local ABC radio station
on "The Watchword of Our
Faith," Sunday. July 22nd at
10:05 a. m„ EDST.

The liiergy will be sung by
the famous Central Synagogue

Choir of New York City. (Com-
munities not on Daylight Time
rebroadcast this program at
other times, check your local
radio guide. In Macon, Ga. the
rebroadcast is at 1:35 p. m..
EST on July 22nd.)

Canada Makes Sale of Jets
to Israel Dependent
On Western Powers

OTTAWA, (JTA) The Cana-
dian Government will not sell Is-

rael jet fighter planes except in
conjunction with sales by other

Western Powers, Prime Minister
Louis St. Laurent told the Cana-
dian Parliament. He indicated his

decision stemmed from conversa-
tions with United Nations Secre-

tary General Dag Hammarskjold

and UN truce chief, Maj. E. L. M.

(Continued on Page 4)

GOP Politician Exposed As Secret Nazi Supporter
BY MILTON FRIEDMAN

(Copyright, 1956, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc.)
*****

—WASHINGTON

ment 70 No. 781,

A prominent Pennsylvania
Republican politician has been
exposed by the State Depart-

ment as a secret supporter of the
Nazis.

Ralph Beaver Strassburger,

Norristown, Pa., publisher and

one-time U. S. diplomat, was re-
vealed by captured German rec-

ords to have attempted domestic
political intrigue to aid Hitler’s
Germany. According to Docu-
Strassburger sought in 1939 to

embassy in Berlin. This was during the Farley

vi?it. The Germans were anxious to remove Farley

from the embassy’s influence in order to propa-

gan4ize him. The official German memo said the

attempt “with the help of Strassburger, to get

Farley away from the American Embassy . .
. .

failed.”

Reporting on Strassburger’s dislike for an anti-

Nazi American diplomat, the memo said “Strass-
burger had to be very careful in order to avoid
appearing as too pro-German and consequently the
conversation becoming cautious in his presence.”

The Nazi official who wrote the memo told how
the anti-Nazi American (Embassy First Secretary

R. H. Geist) arranged an excursion for Farley. “The
main objective of this sole sightseeing trip was a
concentration camp. To this the Strassburgers (Mr.

and Mrs.) were also invited but declined, and ex-

pressed to me very plainly their indignation at this
lack of taste.”

According to the German report, Strassburger
reported to the Germans on remarks by Geist in a

private conversation in the embassy. The embassy

had granted courtesies and hospitality to Strass-
burger because of his American nationality and
background as an important citizen. From the

embassy Strassburger took to the Germans his im-
pressions and evaluation of American personnel,

the document indicated. It said “

. . . Strassburger

hinted that he had the impression that the Ameri-
can Embassy here had a rather good ‘net of listen-
ing posts’ ... he suspected that Geist had some-
thing to do with this information service.”

(Continued oh Page, 5)

bribe Postmaster General James A. Farley away

from President Roosevelt’s influence into a non-

JeWisli wing.”
In conversations with Nazi officials, Strass-

burger reportedly stated “that he would be ready

to do anything which' would serve the German

cause.” The document told how Strassburger ac-

companied Farley to Berlin in August, 1939, posing

as Farley’s friend but secretly informing the Nazis

of activities in the U. S. Embassy. Prior to the Ber-

lin trip, Strassburger was said to have offered Far-

ley a $50,000 position in an attempt to create “an

open breach” against Roosevelt in Democratic

ranks. Farley refused.
Despite the wealthy Strassburger’s background

as a U. S. Naval Academy graduate and American

diplomat in the Balkans, he was described as

having worked with the Nazis against his own
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SEN. LEHMAN
William Clark, assistant chief of

the Beltsville Volunteer Fire
Dept., said he answered a call to
the home of Douglas King, the
NAACP chairman for Prince
Georges County, shortly after
midnight. He said the eight-foot
cross was in flames in front of
the King home when he arrived.

Warren heads the Supreme
Court which rendered the school
desegregation decisions. Frank-

furter is a member of the same
body. Sobeloff appeared for the
government in arguments on how
to implement the decisions. Leh-
man is an ardent foe of segrega-

tion in the U. S. Senate, he has
taken the lead in seeking to pass

Civil Rights legislation.
Washington police disclosed

that they were questioning one
youth believed involved in the
cross burnings but refused to give
any details. They indicated, how-
ever, that they expect to identify

all the gang members.
• Atty. Gen. Herbert Browneil

ordered the FBI into action after
discussing the incidents with
Eisenhower by telephone.

Presidential Press Secretary
James E. Hagerty said the Presi-
dent "thought it was a good idea"

to call in the FBI. ,j
Brownell revealed he had asked

the FBI “to make its full facilities
available to police’’ in running
down the culprits. Washington
police already were on the trail of
the gang.

The youths apparently planted
the crosses in protest to the Su-
preme Court's edict outlawing

racial segregation.
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