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Sobeloff Confirmed At Last

¦IIS
Last week's Senate confirmation of

President Eisenhower's appointment

of Solicitor General Simon E. Sobeloff
as Judge of the U. S. Fourth Circuit
Court of Appeals, by a vote of 64 to 19,

.was a year delayed. It was on July 14,

1955 that the President first submitted
to the Senate the Sobeloff nomination,

but it was still bottled up in commit-
tee when Congress adjourned the fol-
lowing month. A half year later, last
January, the President renominated

Sobeloff, but it took almost another half year for the final
approval of the nomination, first by the Senate Judiciary
Committee and then by the Senate as a whole.

Such long withholding by the Senate of approval of a
Presidential appointment to a high judicial office has not
occurred since the time when the Senate balked at approving
President Wilson’s nomination of Louis D. Brandeis to be an
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. Then as
now, a good deal of unreasoning prejudice was involved in
this. In the case of the Sobeloff appointment, the stiff South-
ern opposition to him appeared to be based on his presentation
before the Supreme Court of the Administration’s plans for
carrying out the court’s school desegregation decision. Sobel-
off’s Southern opponents seemed to hold him responsible for
this decision, even though his supporters pointed out that he
argued before the court eleven months after the decision and
wasn’t even Solicitor General when the court made its original
ruling in 1954.

But now at long last unreasoning prejudice has been over-

come and Simon E. Sobeloff is installed as a United States
Circuit Judge. We are happy that justice has finally been done
to this outstanding American liberal and devoted Jew.

Tourists Forget Their Judaism
The greatest exodus of American Jews to foreign shores

has been taking place this summer . . . from Scandinavia to
Russia ... from Japan to Israel. Many are active members of
synagogues or silent members of communal organizations, but
comparatively few trouble to investigate foreign treatment of
the causes close to their home and heart.

By the time the tourists visit the best places to eat, the
best places to shop, the night life and the museums, there
seems little time left to visit the old Jewish quarters, the syna-
gogues, the units for the young and the old. But observing
these sections should be part of the itinerary and give a

further insight into the life and problems of our fellow Jews
abroad. So many travelers have extolled the wonders of St.

Paul’s Cathedral, but failed to visit the quaint Montefiore
synagogue in old London which stands mutely under its tin
roof as a memento of World War 11, while the gaba wears
striped trousers and cutaway. Others on the grand tour have
iustly raved about the wonders of the'Vatican, but failed to

make a pilgrimage to the grand old Synagogue of Rome which

has played such an important role in the preservation of
Italian Jewry.

(Continued on Page 6)

MOBBS & Company /MBS
incorporated jyjjgßAjjgjJP

INSURANCE
21 N. Julia Street Telephone EL 3-5593

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA '
.

THE SOUTHERN JEWISH WEEKLY

The
Jewish
Quiz
Bex

By Rabbi Samuel J. Fox
(Copyright, 1956, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

QUESTION: Is it true that Sat-
urday wa4 once the day of rest for
Christians as well as Jews?

ANSWER: Since the first Chris-
tians were Jews it is only natural
that Saturday was the original
Sabbath kept by the Christians.
When this became a disputable
factor amongst Christians an in-
teresting condition ensued for a
while. There w,ere many who ob-
served two days a week as their
Sabbath—both Saturday and Sun-
day. It was not until 321 that there
was a so-called official Sunday
Law. This was the law made by
Constantine who declared Sunday
a legal holiday. Still some per-
sisted in keeping both days after a
fashion. In the fourth century at
a council in Laodicia the church
finally made the step of forbid-
ding Christians to rest on Satur-
day and ordering them to honor
Sunday.

**** *

QUESTION: What was the
"Council of Four Lands?"

ANSWER: The “council of four
lands” classically known as the
“Vaad Arba Aratzot” was a ruling
government of the Jewish people
in Poland in the middle of the
sixteenth century. For the pur-
pose of making it easier to collect
taxes from Jews the Polish kings
encouraged the organization of
compact Jewish bodies who would
be responsible for the collections.
A council of laymen and Rabbis
was organized known as the
“Council of the Four Lands.” The
“four lands” were Great Poland,
Little Poland, Red Russia and
Volhinia. This council controlled
practically every phase of the life
of the Jew and became known by
its decrees and acts. It was finally
abolished in 1764 when the Polish
government thought it could col-
lect more taxes by direct collec-

tions.
**** *

QUESTION: What is the origin
of the name "Petach Tikvah?"

ANSWER: Petach-Tikvah is the
oldest Jewish agricultural settle-
ment in modern Palestine. It was
once referred to as the mother of
the Jewish colonies in the Holy

Land. Those who founded it were
originally attempting to found a
settlement near Jericho since that

location was the first location of
Israel conquered by Joshua. The
name they thought of was
“Petach-Tikvah” which means a

door of hope and which is taken
from the Bible where it is written:
“And I will give her vineyards
from thence, and the valley of
Achor for a ‘door of hope’ ”

(Hosea 2:17). For various reasons
they could not develop a settle-
ment there and then developed it
near Jaffa. They still clung to the

name since it was the first settle-
ment and was indeed a “door of
hope,” perhaps the first door that
was opened on the way to the new
State of Israel. This colony was
established in 1878.
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VACATION READING

Going on your summer vacation, and look-
ing for a book or two for interesting and in-
structive reading? . .

. Take my advice and
read up on the exciting story of the Dead Sea
Scrolls . . . That this subject is beginning to
attract popular attention can be seen from the
fact that a 35-cent edition of A. Powell
Davies’ “The Meaning of the Dead Sea
Scrolls” has just made its appearance on the

book market . . . Another volume published this week on the
thrilling discoveries of the Dead Sea Scrolls and their signifi-
cance is “The Qumran Community; Its History and Scrolls”
by Charles T. Fritsch ... In addition to explaining the im-
portance of the Dead Sea Scrolls in a manner which will catch
the imagination of the general reader, Mr. Fritsch’s book, pub-
lished by Macmillan, also carries a bibliography which in-

cludes most of the articles and books on the Scrolls and re-

lated subjects that have appeared from 1953 to last year
summer . . . The 35-cent volume by Mr. Davies is similarly a

very valuable book for both scholar and layman, giving details
of the discovery of the Scrolls, the stormy debates which they
have provoked, and the effect which the Scrolls may have
upon this believing world . . .
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