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high percentage of home owner-
ship—indicating that they intend-
ed to stay. It is not true that most
Los Angeles migrants are aged
coming there to live out their re-
tirement. Not only do age statis-
tics belie that'notion; occupation
figures show the same fact. Only
a little over 7 percent of the Jews
listed themselves as retired; over
25 percent were professionals or
semi-professionals; over 15 per-
cent were proprietors and man-
agers. More than two-thirds of
them were born in the ynited
States. About one in every five
of the younger people either
knew Yiddish or used some Yid-
dish; the percentage was, of
course, much higher among the
older folks. *

Religious attitudes are not easy

to summarize here. But one sti-
tistical table shows that 17.1 per-
cent of the Los Angeles Jews

identified themselves as Ortho-
dox; 20.5 percent labeled them-

selves Conservative; and 29.5 per-

cent called themselves Reform—-
but the largest group, 31.9 percent
did not identify themselves with
any of these three major sectors
of Jewish religious practice. It
follows, of course, that among

those "non-identifiers" there is

also a higher rate of inter-
marriage.

You find also that here,, in va-
rious sections of the city, the

Jews speak of anti-Semi,tism a-
mong their neighbors, of some
discriminatory practices. But the
Jews continue to live as Jews.
Many of the younger adults had
at least been “exposed” to some
Jewish education. And many of
them —in some neighborhoods
nearly all —send their children to

Hebrew schools or to other Jew-
ish educational institutions for
children. Girls drop out earlier;
boys go on at least to their Bar

Mitzvah very often.
The Massarik report is simply

jammed with other interesting,

and significant, information. The
"new" Los Angeles Jew emerges

as, by and large, young—often
an ex-GI; he came from other
cities, often from New York or
Chicago - environs; a fair-sized
percentage went to college or
graduated from college; he is a

native-born American; most like-

ly, he holds down a good job. or

is in business, or is a member of

the professions.
Is this Los Angeles Jew typical

of the Younger American Jew as

a whole, or is he representative
only of the Jews in this big new
West Coast Center? One is not

yet sure of the answer; one is not

even sure’, until other communi-
‘ties have been visited, whether
the answer is available. But one
is certain that this Genus Judaica,

as shown in the Los Angeles Jew-
ish population report, is worth
thinking about.
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What is the Los Angeles Jew like? He has come to this city in
the West, this loud, sprawling, brash town between the sea and the
desert, in great masses. This is a new Aliyah, and "in-migration" to
a vast, new, thoroughly American Promised Land. Who is he. where
does he come from, what is he likely to be?

In general, the Jew in Los

Angeles is not a stranger. As
early as 1862, about 30 immi-
grants from Germany and France
chartered a synagogue, Congrega-

tion B’nai B’rith. In 1869, within
the first month of its existence,

the Los Angeles Daily News ran
an editorial upbraiding some of
the local citizenry for showing

signs of anti-Semitism. “It is not

in a spirit of praise or exaggera-
tion,” wrote the early editorialist,

that we commend our citizens of
Israelitish extraction. We com-
mend them for their general bus-
iness and personal probity . . .

their studied isolation from the
prevalent vices of gambling, lech-
ery and inebriation . . . for their
individual and class benevolence
and for their courteous de-
meanor.”

Thus we see that when movie
moguls came to Los Angeles and
made Hollywood what it is today

—they were the nouveau riche,

they were the procurors of the

lowa's latter-day brashness, while
at the same lime they helped also
to make the town bigger and

more influential. The Jew's his-
tory in Los Angeles is old—and
praiseworthy and accepted as

such by the general population.
The personality and back-

ground of today’s Jewish Los
Angeleno, the latest model of
Genus Judaica as seen in Los

Angeles, may be seen from the
data of “A Report on the Jewish
Community Council by Fred
Massarik in 1953. Some of the
statistics have changed; newer
data is now being compiled. But

the basic facts are interesting

nonetheless.
The Jew in L. A.—as shown by

the Massarik report—is a relative
newcomer. At the time the sur-

vey was made, almost 62 percent

of the city's Jews had occupied
their homes for less than five
years. Most of them, evidently,

had been part of the large in-

migration that had taken place
right after World War 11. between
1945 and 1948. Most of the mi-

grants were young people—a
sizable percentage of them teen-

agers a* the lime they arrived.
There were very large numbers
from New York and Chicagp;

Philadelphia and Boston also con-

tributed sizable shares. Os all
the migrants from the mid-
Atlantic States, 75 percent were

from New York; of all from the

Midwest, over 45 percent were
from Chicago.

Among the new Los Angeles
Jews, there was an extraordinary

THE SOUTHERN JEWtSH WEEKLY

Eisienbower Soys
Stirring Racial

Hatred Am Error
President Eisenhower said it is

a “grave error and a disservice to
the United States” when anyone
stirs up racial hatreds.

The President made the com-
ment at his news conference in
response to a question from a
Southern newspaperwoman.

The question from Elizabeth S.
Carpenter, Houston (Texas) Post,
was: “Mr. President, the current
primaries in the South are bring-
ing a rather alarming outburst of
violent talk on the race issue and
I wonder if you feel that candi-
dates who cater to this kind of
talk do a disservice to their
country?”

To this, the President replied:

“Miss Carpenter, I believe that
anyone that stirs up racial hat-
reds, other antagonisms that are
based upon race or religion or dif-
ferences in basic philosophy, it is
always a mistake. It is a very

grave error and a disservice to the

United States. Extreme state-
ments of this kind can do no one
any good.”

32 Religious Zionist
Youths To Leave for
Year's Study in Israel
Thirty-two boys and girls will

leave for a year's study- in Israel
on August 22 aboard the S. S.
Independence, according to an
announcement made by Rabbi
Nachum Pessin, National Execu-
tive Director of the Bnei Akiva of
North America, the youth affiliate
of Hapoel Hamizrachi (Religious

Labor Zionists) of America.

The group will spend the year
at the Hapoel Hamizrachi settle-
ment—Yavne, as participants in
the Bnei Akiva Scholarship Insti-
tute. The Institute is sponsored
jointly by Bnei Akiva and the
Jewish Agency.

The Institute was established
as part of a training program for
young Chalutzim (Pioneers) in

Israel. Previously the prepara-

tory program for youngsters
planning to settle in Israel was

conducted at the Bachad Farm
School, Jamesburg, New Jersey.

The new policy calls for Hach-
shara (pioneer training) in Israel.
The participants are to spend five
months at the religious seminary

at Yavne, one month touring the

country and five months working

alongside the pioneers of Israel
becoming acquainted with their
day to day life.
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ARMISTICE BODY CONDEMNS
JORDAN FOR ATTACK ON
ISRAEL CHILDREN'S HOME

JERUSALEM, July 30 (JTA) —

The Israel-Jordan Mixed Armis-
tice Commission condemned Jor-
dan today for the hand grenade
attack on a children's home at
Maaleh Hamisha in the Jerusalem
area, last week. The MAC also
called on Jordan to keep it in-
formed of the preventive and dis-
ciplinary steps it had taken in
reference to the incident.

The chairman of the MAC, Lt.
Col. M. Tanguay, urged the Jor-
danian authorities to take meas-
ures to apprehend the infiltrators.
He stressed the gravity of the at-
tack on the children’s residence
and noted Jordan’s responsibility
and its failure to keep cease-fire
pledges to United Nations offi-
cials, although he was careful to
state that he did not mean that
the Jordan authorities were im-
plicated in the incident.

i

ARAB STATES TO SEEK
REMOVAL OF UNITED

NATIONS TRUCE CHIEF

LONDON, (JTA) —Jordan and
the other Arab states are reported
prepared to press for the removal
of Maj. Gen. E. L. M. Burns as

United Nations truce chief. The
Arabs are said to feel that Gen.
Burns favors Israel.

Commenting in the Canadian
House of Commons on the report
that the Arab states were de-
manding that Gen. Burns be re-
moved, Minister for External Af-
fairs Lester B. Pearson declared
that the Canadian general’s record
spoke for itself and constituted.
the best denial of Jordan’s de-
mand. Pearson asserted that an
extension of Gen. Burns’ term
was a matter for the general and
the United Rations, and not for
the Canadian Government.
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