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The Shame in Fund Raising

ilk,

Last Sunday night was the annual
get together sponsored by the Jewish
Community Council of our city. Here
were brought under the beautiful sur-
roundings of the Beauclerc Country
Club as many people as could possibly
come to share in the joint effort to
pledge money for the United Jewish
Appeal and other local, national and
international causes. The dinner at-
tracted an excellent crowd to hear
Rabbi Joshua Goldberg, the highest

ranking Jewish chaplain in World War 11. The amount of
giving was more than last year. However, it seems in our
community that the leadership is satisfied to accept any dona-
tion without question, and it was sickening to hear applause
when people who could well afford ten times the amount
given gave their offering. The problem is not only local in
nature. Throughout the country fund-raisers are being dis-
turbed by the lackadaisical attitude of those who should have
sense enough to give according to their means to a cause
which spells self-respect for them and for their people. In this
week’s issue of Dr. Israel J. Gerber’s weekly bulletin pub-
lished in Dothan, Ala., there is mention made of an appropri-
ate article having appeared elsewhere which bears reprinting
here as well:

“The other day, Mr. and Mrs. Drinkwell married off their
daughter. The Drinkwells live in suburbia, where prices of
homes range from $25,000 and up. Those who attended the
wedding were unanimous: Tt was just out of this world. From
soup to nuts on gold platters.’ Who among us has not figured
the cost . . . ranging, with trousseau, etc., between five and
ten thousand dollars.

“Then comes the day of reckoning. The pledge card of Mr.
Drinkwell is called. It shows a contribution of $250.00. The
wedding is recalled, steam is generated, the volunteer ap-
praisal committee blows its top. Do you blame them? As a
matter of fact, it should be added, these volunteers, live in
less expensive homes, presumably with lower incomes. But
their contributions are higher. Can you blame them for hitting
the ceiling? They feel and feel keenly that something should
be done about it. But what? How?

“Or take the case of the Bludherps. Their Bar Mitzvah
was the talk of the town. Said to have cost between 15 and 20
thousand dollars. For the three members in the firm of Blud-
herp, their gift is $1,500.00.

“Again the day of reckoning arrives. Virtually every
member of the evaluating committee attended or had heard
all about the Bar Mitzvah. One of the group suggests that Mr.
Bludherp be approached by a committee or two and asked for
a reasonable contribution, that is, reasonable for him. And if
he refuses, to tear up his card and throw it in his face. Then,
of course, let the whole community know all about it. Can
this be the answer?

• “One more instance: The Dungstons were away for the
week-end. Upon their return they found theip home robbed
of upwards of SIOO,OOO. It’s front page news. There is the usual
question—what did they give? Nothing, but absolutely noth-
ing to any philanthropic cause, major or minor.

“In the beauty parlor, where the robbery, especially the
jewelry, is discussed, one woman is quick to volunteer the
information that she once approached Mrs. Dungston to have
a Hadassah tea in her home, since it was so big and beautiful.
Her answer was simple: Hadassah is a very good cause and
she would like to accommodate, but she must refuse. If she
gives it to Hadassah, other groups would also ask her for
similar affairs, and that, of course, is unthinkable.

“What should be the attitude of the community to such
people? Social ostracism? Pillory? Someone asks: Are there
many such? The answer is yes, in varying degrees.

“He or she that would come up with the proper answer
would solve the community’s most vexing problem ...”

How would you handle it?
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Mr. Isadore Moscovitz, Editor
Southern Jewish Weekly
P. O. Box 5588
Jacksonville 7, Florida
Dear Mr. Moscovitz:

For years, my intimate contact
with Jewish publications through-
out the country has bred in me an
awareness of the problems faced
by the publishers of our Anglo-
Jewish papers: the struggles and
uncertainties that confront them
in an effort to maintain an even
financial keel and an independ-
ence of thought; the difficulties
that beset them in trying to chart
a straight course past the shoals
and whirlpools of special-interest
pressures.

And through the years, I have
given long and searching thought
to many possible solutions to this
problem, always in the hope that
somehow, somewhere, I might
find an opportunity to see some
of my theories put into practice
as a step towards the creation of
a strong, financially stable, fully
independent Anglo-Jewish press
that could serve as the voice, the
conscience, the spearhead of
American Jewish interest without
fear of factions or favor of self-
seeking groups.

A little more than two years
ago, this opportunity finally pre-
sented itself. Through a series of
fortuitous circumstances, I was
put in a position to act as “shad-
chen” in the projected union of
two long-established Anglo-
Jewish publications—on condi-
tion that this union be based on
certain experiments whose bene-
fits would ultimately be made
available to the entire Anglo-

Jewish press of the nation.
With the aid and constant con-

sultation of leaders of many walks
of American Jewish life, these
principles have been clarified and
refined; the nature and objectives
of the experiments have been
clearly defined. After two long
and arduous years of discussion
and planning, the project, involv-
ing a combination of the Ameri-
can Hebrew and the Jewish
Examiner, has now swung into
action with the publication of its
first issue on September 20th
under the masthead of the Ameri-
can Examiner.

Because of our long association,
I feel it is only fair at this point

to dispel any possible misgivings
you might perhaps feel concern-
ing our future relationships.

First, I want to tell you that my
main motivation for taking part
in this venture is to seek out
some way of strengthening the
position of the Anglo-Jewish
press as a vital force in American
Jewish community life; to devise
some pattern of organizational
structure that will enable each

publisher, in his own community,

to enhance his status, maintain
his independence and retain the
integrity of his viewpoint, free
from the day-to-day stress of the

problems which now harass him.
Second, I want to assure you

that my participation in this ex-
periment will in no way lessen
the amount of advertising space

placed with you by A. B. Landau,

nor will it create a preponderance
of favor in this respect for the
American Examiner.

(

On the contrary, if my expecta-

tions in this matter rfiaterialize,
they will almost inevitably result
in increased advertising revenue

(Continued on Page 6)
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BY BORIS SMOLAR (Copyright, 1956, Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, Inc.)

WASHINGTON ECHOES
The State Department is now beginning to

display more understanding for Israel . . .

This is due to a great extent to Col. Nasser’s
impertinent attitude toward the Western
Powers . .

. But it is also due to Ambassador
Eban’s quiet talks in the State Department,
and to the untiring efforts of the American
Zionist Committee for Public Affairs .. . The
latter is doing a splendid pro-Israel job in

diplomatic circles in Washington as well as in Congressional
circles . . . Considering the meager financial means it is able
to muster, the American Zionist Committee for Political Af-
fairs is doing a Herculean job of counter-acting anti-Israel
propaganda in this country . . . While the pro-Arab propa-
gandists have hundreds of thousands of dollars at their dis-
posal, the AZCPA is struggling very hard to raise funds for
its activities . . . Very few people are aware of the fact that
the American Zionist Committee for Public Affairs receives
no financial aid whatever from Zionist or Israeli sources .

.

It exists primarily on contributions from individual Jews in
this country who find its work very effective . .

. These con-
tributions are not tax-deductible as is the case with contri-
butions to other causes, and this makes it even more difficult
for the AZCPA to solicit funds ... A National Finance Coun-
cil is now being formed to lighten the financial burden of the
AZCPA ... This Council is headed by Lawrence G. Laskey, a
Boston Jewish leader, who wants to gain wider appreciation
of the AZCPA and its activities .. . Rabbi Philip S. Bernstein
is chairman of the AZCPA and I. L. Kenen is its dynamic
executive director . . . Adalbert Freedman is the Southeastern
leader ...
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