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The Hadassah Convention
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country.

For the second consecutive year I
shall accompany Mrs. Moscovitz to
the national Hadassah convention
which this year is being held in Hous-
ton, Texas, on October 14th. As presi-
dent of the Jacksonville chapter Mrs.
Moscovitz will bring back a report to
the local group of 850 ladies. Follow-
ing the four-day Hadassah parley, we
shall journey to Mexico and bring to
our readers a report also on the life of
Jewish people, in our neighboring

More than 3,000 delegates, alternates and guests are ex-
pected to attend this 42nd annual conclave of Hadassah, the
Women’s Zionist Organization of America, which will estab-
lish headquarters at the Shamrock Hotel. Among the impor-
tant guests at the convention willbe Israel Ambassador Abba
Eban, whom I heard speak at the national planning confer-
ence for Israel held in Washington a few years ago; Dr. Kal-
man J. Mann, Chief of the Hadassah Medical Organization in
Israel, who was a favorite at last year’s meeting in Chicago;
and Mayor Gershon Agron of Jerusalem, who was host at his
home to five Jewish editors, including yours, at a reception
which was attended by Israel’s leading journalists, two years
ago.

At the convention, Hadassah, the largest Zionist organiza-
tion in the world, willreview Hadassah’s comprehensive med-
ical, Youth Aliyah, vocational education and land redemption
programs in the light of the crisis precipitated by the national-
ization of the Suez Canal by Communist-armed Egypt.

In addition to a number of famous figures on the Ameri-
can political scene, American personalities scheduled to ad-
dress the Hadassah convention include Dr. Nahum Goldmann,
president of the World Zionist Organization; Dr. Elmer Hess,
retiring president of the American Medical Association, who
recently inspected Hadassah medical installations in Israel;
Dr. J. Coert Rylaarsdam, Professor of Theology at the Divin-
ity School of the University of Chicago, and Abraham Tulin,
distinguished New York attorney.

One of the highlights of the convention willbe a review
by a panel of experts of the findings of a $25,000 International
Historical Research Project initiated five years ago by Hadas-
sah to study “the basic ideas, ideals and values of the Jewish
historical experience and their relevance to contemporary life
in the United States.” Panel experts will be Dr. Salo W.
Baron, Miller Professor of Jewish History, Literature and
Institutions at Columbia University; Dr. Gershon D. Cohen,
Librarian of the Jewish Theological Seminary, and Leo W.
Schwarz, editor and critic.

The Houston Convention will mark the premiere of the
1956 all-Israel Fashion Show, composed of recent creations
designed by young Israeli students at the Hadassah-supported
Alice Seligsberg High School in Jerusalem. Also on the lighter
side willbe the first Showing of a new film depicting the vari-
ous facets of Hadassah’s program. \

Mrs. Rebecca Shulman, of Stamford, Conn., is national
president of Hadassah. Mrs. Leo I. Dana and Mrs. Max
Schenk, both of New York, are Chairman and Co-Chairman,
respectively, of the Houston convention.
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The
Jewish

Quiz
Box

By Rabbi Samuel J. Fox
(Copyright. 1956, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

QUESTION: Whal are Tach-
richim?

ANSWER: “Tachrichim” is the
name given to the shrouds in
which the dead are dressed for
burial according to Jewish tradi-
tion. The word is traced to a word
meaning a “robe” which is men-
tioned in the Bible (Esther 8:15).
Its root is said to come from a
verb meaning “to wrap.” A robe
in oriental dress was something
that was “wrapped” around the
person.

*****

QUESTION: Why are the
threads use d in sewing the
shrouds left unknolled?

ANSWER: The threads used in
sewing the shrouds are left with-
out knots in accordance with Jew-
ish tradition which holds that the
reason for the burial of the dead
is to let the body disintegrate.
The appearance of a knot is an
indication of a point of separa-
tion instead of the desired inte-
gration which was sought.

?** * *

QUESTION: Is it proper to pre-
pare shrouds for one's self while
one is yet alive?

ANSWER: Many pious people
observe just such a practice.
There are several reasons ad-
vanced for such a practice. For
one thing, it is claimed that when
a person remembers that his
shrouds are prepared it makes
him humble and penitent. The
sight of the shrouds convinces us
of the futility of the material
goals we strive for and fight over.
Some claim that the reason for
preparing the shrouds during
one’s lifetime was so that the
heirs would not be caught unpre-
pared in case the death and burial
occurred on a festival, since it is

forbidden to make or buy them
on a festival while it is permissi-
ble to bury the dead on certain
festival days.

*****

QUESTION: Why are all
shrouds white?

ANSWER: We find it stated
that originally there was no set
pattern or color for burial
shrouds. There then arose a con-
dition where the rich would place
elaborate clothing and decorations
around their deceased while the
poor would sometimes leave the
bpdy and flee out of embarrass-
ment. It was then recommended
by Rabbi Gamliel that the shrouds
of the dead be symbolic of hu-
mility and purity. All followed
his example and the custom was
set by rabbinic decree that

shrouds be limited to simple

white vestments as a sign of
equality, humility and purity in

the face of death.
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Between You and Me...
3T BORIS SMOLAR i Copyright, 1956, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

JEWISH AFFAIRS
With the return of Dr. Nahum Goldmann

to the United States, after an absence of six
months, internal Jewish life in this country
will be greatly intensified . . . On the Zionist
front, Dr. Goldmann will attempt to reorgan-
ize the American Zionist movement so as to
bring about the formation of an American
Zionist Federation .

.
. This will require

plenty of negotiations with the various Zion-
ist groups in this country which would join this territorial
federation . . . On the non-Zionist front, Dr. Goldmann will
make determined efforts to bring some non-Zionist personali-
ties into the Jewish Agency executive . . . And this, too, will
require a good deal of talk both with individual non-Zionist
leaders and with some non-Zionist organizations ... Then, Dr.
Goldmann intends to approach important Jewish groups in
this country—Zionist, non-Zionist, religious and secular alike
—with a proposal to send a joint representative delegation to
Moscow . . . Such a delegation, in which Jewish communities
in other countries willalso be represented, could clarify with
the Soviet Government many issues affecting Jewish life in
the U. S. S. R. . . . And needless to say, the negotiations con-

cerning the composition of such an all-representative delega-
tion will provoke no little interest . . . Thus, Dr. Goldmann
will have plenty on his hands during the three months he
intends to spend in New York . . . Around his projects, there
will be much doing both behind the scenes and in open dis-
cussions ...
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