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Dothan Rabbi is "Stumped"

¦L ** ¦ ¦ JUI

Your editor gets around the South-
east area probably as often as ahyone,
and he hears things and learns. Talk-
ing with Jewish and non-Jewish citi-
zens of various communities, he gets a
pretty good idea of the calibre of reli-
gious leaders in those areas. He rates
Dr. Israel J. Gerber, rabbi of Congre-
gation Emanu-El of Dothan, Alabama
among the top men of his profession.
It was therefore extremely interest-
ing to read a “confession” by the good

rabbi in his latest issue of his synagogue bulletin in which he
bemoans the lack of interest of his adult membership in his
efforts to further the cause of Judaism. While we are sym-
pathetic with the problem posed by Dr. Gerber, we are also
cognizant that Dothan’s Jewry is not different from many
other Southern communities. As a member of the national
committee of the “Back to the Synagogue Movement,” we
strongly recommend that our laymen make a sincere effort
to attend services as often as possible and try to participate
in the wide scope of activities sponsored by Southern syna-
gogues and temples. We believe our readers will find the
following article by Dr. Gerber of considerable interest:

“Confidentally, I’m stumped. This is quite a confession
for any Rabbi to make, for people look to us for the answers
to every problem and question. Frankly, I’ve been bothered
by a situation ever since the beginning of this year’s activities.
What? Who? It’s you! And your children! It’s your actions and
attitude toward our Temple and things Jewish. And I’m
puzzled.

“No one will deny that our Temple is the center of our
Jewish life and is the pride of every Jew residing in and
around Dothan, and worthy of our wholehearted support. Un-
fortunately, however, this is where we come to a dead halt.
The record speaks for itself. And it is most confusing!

“Did you ever run into a situation where someone paid
you for an article in your store, and then you had to plead
with him to take it with him? It sounds ludicrous, yet many
in our community occupy the same fantastic position. They
pay the Temple to supply them with leadership / and provide
various services, among which are the educational and spirit-
ual. But they are playing the role of the customer who pays
for the commodity and then refuses to use it.

“They pay for Sabbath services, but attend very irregu-
larly,, if at all. They pay for adult education, but refyse to
read even as little as two or three chapters of the Bible a
week. There are Temple and other Jewish organizational
meetings to attend, but won’t unless they are fed. We have a
fine Religious School, with devoted teachers, but it matters
little to them, if any,, whether their children learn anything or
not. It sounds unbelievable, but do you know that a couple of
children wanted a guarantee that.there would be nb more
than twenty minutes homework in order to attend Hebrew
classes? It seems as though their time is more valuable than
yours and mine.

“Does it make sense? Os course not! But there it is. A
goodly number of our members play golf, take dancing les-
sons, attend club meetings, football games, social gatherings,
play cards, and so on. And they make time for it regardless of
how tired they are and at the wierdest hours. How about
Temple? Sure, when there’s nothing else to occupy them.

“We had a Sunday School teachers’ meeting last night
and it was unanimously agreed by all present that children
reflect the attitudes of their parents. How true it is. If their
parents don’t go to Temple, why should they go to Junior Con-
gregation? If their parents are not interested in adding to

k their store of Jewish knowledge, why should/ they study in
lour Religious School? And why should they be concerned
¦with the serious things in life? Their parents are not.

ft “Throughout all this, lam compelled to look at this cpn-

¦usion and contradiction exhibited within our Jewish com-

munal life from my own viewpoint. I have come here for a
B (Continued on Page S)
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By Rabbi Samuel J. Fox
(Copyright, 1956, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency. Inc.)

QUESTION: Why is it that
some families prefer lo hold their
weddings on Friday?

ANSWER: This custom is par-
ticularly popular among the Chas-
sidic sects. The reasons given are
varied. Some claim that this is
done because the first marriage
on this earth took place on Fri-
day. This was the marriage of
Adam and Eve. The Almighty
himself was said to have been
the attendant at this marriage.
Having one’s marriage on Friday
thus emulates the first marriage
on earth and seeks to have the
Almighty himself as an attendant.
Others claim that this is done so
that the bride and groom join
their wedding day to the Sabbath
making it a more blessed occa-
sion.

*****

QUESTION: Why is if custom-
ary for all present to exclaim

Mazel Tov" after the glass is
broken at the ceremony?

ANSWER: In the first place
this act marks the end of the
ceremony which .gives the guests
present their first opportunity to
express themselves without inter-
rupting the ceremony. Some
sources claim that it was particu-
larly customary to exclaim
“Maze} Tov” at this point since
the breaking of the glass signifies
a sad memory—the destruction of
the temple in Jerusalem. It is not
fitting to end a ceremony on a
sad note and so the guests exclaim
“Mazel Tov” so that the ceremony
at least ends on a happy note.

*****

QUESTION: Where is ihe most
fitting place for the Sabbath
candles?

ANSWER: Traditionally the
most appropriate place for the
Sabbath candles is upon the table
at which the family eat« its Sab-
bath meals. Some recent Halachic
authorities claim that candles that
are lit elsewhere for the Sabbath
are not appropriate enough for
the blessing to be made over
therp. The reason given is that
the Sabbath candles are lit to pro-
mote the peace of the household
by lighting up the area of family
living. Since the most central
place for family gatherings is at
the table, hence the Sabbath can-
dles are placed upon the table.

Please!
If you have delayed remit-

ting payment for your New
Year Greeting or your sub-
scription renewal, won’t you
please give it your prompt at-
tention.

Cost of publishing is at an
all-time high. Prompt payment
saves us considerable billing
and collection expense. Thank
You.
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Between You and Me...
BY BORIS SMOLAB (Copyright. 1956! Jewish Telegraphic

. Agency, Inc.)
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ELECTION MOODS
The closer election day approaches, the

more intense the race for Jewish votes by the
Republican and Democratic Parties . .

. Both
parties have come to realize that there is
really no such thing as a collective “Jewish
vote,” but that each Jewish voter can be in-
fluenced to cast his vote for this or the other
Presidential candidate, just like any other
American citizen . . . Hence, the growing

competition between the Republicans and the Democrats for
individual Jewish votes which finds its expression in “verbal
duels” between speakers of both parties . . . Hence also the
appearance of Nixon and Kefauver at the convention of the
Zionist Organization of America ... The appeal to the Jews
is based primarily on promises of interest to Jews made in
the political platforms adopted by the national conventions
of the two parties . . . Both platforms contain declarations
opposing discrimination by foreign governments against
American citizens on the ground of race or religion . .

. Jews
in the United States are now, on the eve of the elections,
watching with special interest what the Republican Adminis-
tration will do to check the Arab boycott against American
Jews . . . This includes not only the trade boycott, but also
the Saudi Arabian ban on Jewish servicemen at the Ameri-
can military base in Saudi Arabia ... On this point all the
Jews in this country—without exception—are united, since
it affects their dignity as American citizens, as well as the
dignity of the United States itself . . . The question of Israel
looms large for the great majority of the Jews in this country
. . . The Republican plank makes no promises of defensive
arms to Israel, the Democratic plank does . . . However, this
obvious difference is not being exploited in the election cam-
paign by any of the Jewish groups friendly to Israel, not
even by Zionist groups . . . Despite these differences, friends
of Israel take satisfaction in the fact that both major parties
are in accord on the issue of Israel’s security and have com-
mitted themselves to stand by Israel’s independence ... At
the same time, pro-Israel voters feel that it will be easier to
carry out that commitment—indeed, it may never have to be
invoked—if Israel is adequately armed and in a position to
defend itself, and thus deter potential aggressors . . .
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