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I Was There
BY ALFRED SEGAL

On account of this being the
Chanukah season. I've been look-
ing around to see if any of that
oil still is to be found. Get what
I mean?

Os course, you remember the
Temple’s oil that was still so
fresh, like new, and all ready to
flame up on the altar, even after
the years in which the Greek god
Jupiter had been in charge there.
Jupiter was substituting for our
own Jehovah who, as a matter of
fact, was there all the time . . .

and not only was He in the Tem-
ple but all over the universe . . .

in the seasons and in the fields
and on the mountaintops . .

. and
in the hearts of people.

Somehow I recall myself being

there in the Jerusalem Temple on
the very day the oil was discover-
ed in the lamps, ready to give
light again. You know how that

is? Well, are we not a deathless
people, as they are? Aren't we as

Jews still hanging on and doing
actively in the world long, long

after those the powers that would
have destroyed us have come to

nothing at a11... dead! ... Those
monarchs and all the Hitlers . . .

and that Haman still hanging

there on the unforgotten gallows,
still so vivid. We keep on living

as Jews.
So you can see what I mean

when I say I myself was there on
that ancient day in the Temple.

I am one of a people that hasn’t
died. I helped to carry big stones

for Pharoah’s places and pyramids

when I was a slave in Egypt; I
was at Sinai, and saw Moses come
down with the tablets.

1 do not mean to say that I

didn't have to lake physical

deaths on the long way ... 40

years of it . . . from Egypt to the

land of Canaan. But as Jew I al-
ways came back . . . was buried
in the desert several times . •• .

always returned to continue in

Jewishness ... to help carry on

with the Commandments ... to

live by the ethical law and by

whatever spiritual light I had.
Yes, I was there in the Temple

the day the oil was discovered in

the old lamps. I was in teen-age

then and from earliest years had

been a frequent attendant in the

Temple. My father had been one

of the Levites there until the king

Antiochus drove us all out of the

Temple and set up Jupiter. My

father had gone off with the Mac-

cabees to fight the king’s armies

for the right to worship in his

own way.
Then came the great day! We

had won the war and had caused
Jupiter to get out of there, and I

myself had gone to the Temple to

help them clean out the rubbish

of the idolatry that had inhabited
in the years when Jupiter and

Antiochus had it.
That day, my particular work

as son of a Levite was to help

clean the old Temple lamps, to

fill them with new 0i1... I open-
(Continued on Page 5)
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FOREIGN MINISTER GOLDA MEIR IN U. S.,
WILL ADDRESS ISRAEL BOND MEETINGS
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Shown at New York's Idlewild Airport on her arrival for the sessions of
the United Nations General Assembly is Mrs. Golda Meir, Foreign Minister
of the State of Israel, who was met by Dr. Joseph J. Schwartz (left), Vice
President of the Israel Bond Organization, and Israel Ambassador Abba
JCban. During her stay in the United States, Mrs. Meir will address Israel
Bond meetings in twenty communities throughout the country.

GERMAN STATE VOTES
ADDITIONAL $2,100,000 FOR

NAZI VICTIMS

WIESBADEN, (JTA) Chiefly

to provide for Nazi victims from
Germany who emigrated during

the Nazi epoch and, now return

for permanent settlement to this

country, the budget committee of
the Hesse legislature has voted to
make available $2,100,000 above

the appropriation originally es-

tablished for the current fiscal

year. Such “returnees” are en-
titled to certain payments under
the Amendment to the Federal
Indemnification Law enacted in

June.

1,500 IMMIGRANTS ARRIVE
IN ISRAEL

TEL AVIV, (JTA) Nearly

1,500 immigrants arrived in Israel
during the last week. They were
taken to new settlements in vari-
ous parts of the country.
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SEYMOUR LIEBMAN

and daily newspapers in the Mid-
dle East.

Dr. Fatemi received his gradu-
ate education in the United States
at Columbia University and the
new School for Social Research
in New York. His topic will be

the “Arab-Israel Crisis.”
The second speaker at the meet-

ing will be Seymour B. Liebman,

Miami Beach attorney, banker
and civic leader. Mr. Liebman is
President of the Seven-State
Southeast Region of the Zionist
Organization of America. A na-
tive of New York, he is listed in
the "Who's Who in World Jewry"
and "Who's Who in the East."

i visited Israel three times recently
and is a member of the National
Executive of the Zionist Organi-
zation and the National Board of
Governors of the "Bonds for Is-

rael." Governor Collins recently
appointed Mr. Liebman as a Spe-
cial Assistant to the Attorney
General for the Slate of Florida.
He is also a post Co-Chairman of
the Dade County Community
Chest and was one of the founders
and the First Chairman of the

Board of Education of the Metro-
politan Council of the United
Synagogues of America. Mr. Lieb-
man has written numerous arti-
cles on the Economy of Israel and

has spoken throughout the United
States and Canada on various as-

pects of Zionism and Judaism. His
topic at the meeting will be "The

News Behind the Headlines."
Mr. Ackerman has stressed the

fact that the entire community

of Charleston is urged to attend
this unusual meeting. There will
be no solicitation of funds. Fol- .

lowing the meeting there will be
refreshments and a social hour in
honor of Dr. Fatemi and Mr. Lieb-
man.

$3.00 A YEAR

Arab-Moslem Leader to
Address Charleston Zionists

Mr. Oscar Sokol, President pf the Charleston Zionist District, has
announced a most unusual program for their general meeting to take
place on Saturday night, November 24th. The public is being in-
vited to attend this affair which willbe held at the Emanu-El Syna-
gogue Social Hall. 78 Gordon Street. Charleston, South Carolina, at
8:30 P. M.

Two outstanding guest speakers
have been planned for this meet-
ing according to Mr. William
Ackerman, Program Chairman of
the District.
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One of the speakers willbe Dr.
Nasrollah S. Fatemi, who is re-
garded as one of the foremost dip-
lomats, authors, teachers and
statesmen of the Arab-Moslem
world. Dr. Fatemi was one of the
original members of the United
Nations and in 1950-53 was the
Iranian delegate to the Confer-
ence of the United Nations Eco-
nomic, Social and Cultural Organ-
ization. He was also a member of
the Majlis, (Iranian Parliament)
and one time Governor of the
Province of Fars. He is the author
of several books on the Middle
East, among which are "Oil Di-
plomacy," and "Powder Keg in
the Middle East." He is also the

publisher of literary magazines

The Lights of Chanukah
BY HAROLD U. RIBALOW

(Copyright, 1956, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Inc)
*.* • * *

The holidays of a people are perhaps the key

to the understanding of the celebrant. Festivals
tell us much of the nation which observes them.
Just as one can write books about Americans and
their holidays, Indians and Hindu rites and pa-

rades, Muslim Ramadans, and Buddhist devil
dances, so can Jewish holidays speak volumes for

the Jewish people.
Oddly enough, Chanukah which begins on Wed-

nesday night, November 28, and lasts for eight

days, one of the liveliest festivals of the Jewish
calendar, was not a major holiday to observant
Jews (not to be compared with Rosh Hashonah or

Yom Kippur), but a pleasant festival commemo-
rating the military victory of an oppressed folk.

For centuries, it was a happy eight-day affair
which reminded Jews all over the world of hero-
ism on the battlefield, of the struggle between

Hellenism and Judaism, and it kept the Jews

aware of Chanukah as an avent which marked the
martyrdom of human beings on the altar of free-

dom of conscience.
More recently, however, Chanukah has taken

on more significant meaning for our time. The

State of Israel was established under circum-

stances .startlingly similar to those existing in the

days of the Jews of Chanukah times. The heroism

of modem Jews of Israel has been compared with

the accomplishments of the Maccabees, the heroes

of Chanukah. And the inspiring story of Israel has

brought to the forefront the victories of the Macca-
bees, and in that remarkable way that Jewish his-
tory has of repeating itself, Chanukah and modern
Israel mesh and blend. Thus, Chanukah today is
marked as a holiday. This, too, is character-
istic of Jewish history. Jewish life is seldom static,

and even the traditional festivals are subject to

change. What was minor two hundred years ago,

when Jews lived in ghettoes, has become major,

now that Jews enjoy the freedom of America and
other democracies, and when Israel is a free and
independent State. ..

What is even more pertinent is the fact that'
Israel today is again faced with enemies who
would like to wipe her off the face of the earth.

The ancient foe, Egypt, remains in its
animus. Other Arab nations, incapable of destroy-

ing Israel at its birth, have not given up hopes of
doing so in the future, and when headlines shriek
across the pages of the American press, the ancient
names roll off the pages: Egypt, Syria, the Sinai
Peninsula, and other historic and traditional areas,
in which so much Hebrew history is to be dis-
covered.

Chanukah has also been marked in the United
States with Chanukah Festivals in various cities,
sponsored by the Israel Bond Organization, and
these celebrations have served to reemphasize the

immediacy of Chanukah’s lesson, a lesson which
proves that one must fight for one’s freedom and
for one’s independence, even as Israel fights for
hers.
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