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Battle for Jewish Survival¦ iI( j<I 1
,

One of our favorite Jewish charities
is HIAS, the Jewish worldwide mi-
gration agency. Its president, Mur-
ray I. Gurfein, has sent us a special
Chanukah message which is very
timely and stimulating. The following
is an excerpt of the splendid article:

At Chanukah when Jews through-
out the world celebrate a great vic-
tory in one of our people’s early bat-
tles for survival, and rejoice in com-
memoration of the historic triumph of

the Maccabees over the Greek army of Antiochus, we are re-
minded that the great battle for Jewish survival is a con-
tinuing one.

It is not only through battles that the Jew has survived,
however. Possibly the greatest and most effective weapon in
the survival of the Jews has been emigration from lands
where they were persecuted.

From country to country the Jew has wandered through
the years, pushed onward irresistibly by persecution and hos-
tility, impelled by fear and the desire to live a life of decency
and dignity as a man and as a Jew.

The history of Jewish migration has been an absorbing
and thrilling saga, and it would not be too much to state that,
in our time, the principal role in Jewish migration has been
enacted by United Hias Service and its great predecessor
agencies.

Due to the terniination of the DP Act and the imminent
termination of the Refugee Relief Act, which will expire with
the end of this year, the mass immigration movements to the
United States are over. However,* it would be an utterly wrong
concept to think that because this is so, there are no more
Jews waiting unhappily in Europe, North Africa and other
lands for the hour of rescue and rehabilitation.

Such a belief would not be fact, for in Europe at the
present time thousands upon thousands of Jews are living
uneasily from day to day, waiting and praying for the hour
of deliverance. Others are arriving in Western Europe and
are swelling our case files. By the end of 1956 a total of ap-
proximately 4,000 Jews willhave been assisted by United Hias
Service, and other thousands will be waiting their turn, con-
fident in the hope that United Hias will see that their turn
actually comes.

But it is not only the Jews in Europe who turn longing
eyes and appealing hands to us. In North Africa the advancing
tide of nationalism, the shifting of political and economic fac-
tors, have alarmed over half a million Jews who dwell, many
of them, in hourly present danger. And as this is written,
thousands of refugees are fleeing the terror in Hungary, and
in this forced exodus United Hias Service is effectively labor-
ing to assist them in reaching countries where they may feel
safe and free.

Let us rejoice, then, in our Chanukah celebration, and let
us look back in pride to the great victories of more than two
thousand years ago, but let us not lose sight of those who still
wait for rescue and resettlement. As we light the candles in
our eight-day celebration, let us, with each candle as it is lit,
be ever aware that the work of rescue of our people is not
finished. Let us resolve that we willnot consider it finished
so long as there is one Jew in the whole wide world who
needs help, who looks to us for rescue.
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¦•rf EDITOR
Jacksonville Zionist District

Jacksonville, Fla.
November 21, 1956

Mr. Isadore Moscovitz, Editor
Southern Jewish Weekly
P. O. Box 3467
J9cksonville 6t Fla.
Dear Isadore:

I want to thank you for the
splendid publicity given the Jack-
sonville Zionist District and Had-
assah affair which was held re-
cently and featured excellent
talks by Dr. Joseph Weil and Dr.
John Crane.

The outstanding attendance set
a record for an affair of this type
and we are all greatly pleased
with the wonderful cooperation
given us by The Southern Jewish
Weekly and by you personally.

With best wishes and kindest
personal regards, I am

Cordially yours,
Cantor A. Marton,
Pres., Z.O.A.

Jewish Community Alliance
Jacksonville 1. Florida

November 19, 1956
Southern Jewish Weekly
Att: Mr. Isadore Moscovitz
P. O. Box 3467
Jacksonville 6, Florida
Dear Isadore:

Relative to our telephone con-
versation of Monday, Nov. 19th
I’m enclosing a write-up of my-
self for use in your weekly.

It was encouraging and pleas-
ant talking with you and I want
to thank you for giving the JCA
and myself complimentary sub-
scriptions to The Southern Jewish
Weekly, and for your offer to
work with us in building a com-
munity agency of which we can
all be proud.

I look forward to meeting you
personally, and if time permits I
hope to drop in on you sometime
next week.

Sincerely yours,

Sam George Arcus
Executive Director

Mosaic Law Congregation
Sacramento 16, California

November 16, 1956
Southern Jewish Weekly
P. O. Box 3467
Jacksonville 6, Florida
Gentlemen:

It is our endeavor to acquaint
the boys and girls of our Religious
School with Jewish life through-
out the United States. We would,
therefore, greatly appreciate a
complimentary subscription to
your valuable publication for our
library.

If you find it possible to do so,
we shall indeed be grateful.

Thank you for your considera-
tion.

Very truly yours,
Rabbi William Fertig

Rabbi Albert A. Michels
300 Qudpaw Street
Hot Springs, Ark.

Editor, Sou. Jewish Weekly

P. O. Box 3467
Jacksonville 6, Fla.
Dear Mr. Moscovitz:

Kindly change my address from
St. Petersburg, Fla. to the above.

I want to make sure I don’t miss
a single copy of your valuable
publication.

Best regards,
Dr. Albert A. Michels
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WASHINGTON SENTIMENTS
There is a good deal of uncertainty in

Washington as to whether the United Nations
will actually be able to settle the present
crisis in the Middle East . . . Some are of the
opinion that the United States is the power
best able to bring about a durable settlement
between the Arabs and Israel.. . They argue
that if the situation is allowed to revert to the
system of armistices which prevailed before

Israel’s conquest of Sinai, Arab-Israeli tension will again
mount to the exploding point . . .

They advocate transforma-
tion—by the United States—of the present shaky structure of
cease-fire and armistice into a permanent settlement of the
Arab-Israel conflict... This is what Israel also wants, except
that the Washington circles which talk of a permanent settle-
ment have in mind an imposed settlement, and this is not
what Israel wants ... Israel seeks a settlement based on direct
negotiations with the Arab countries, without intervention
on the part of outside powers ... A settlement of the Arab-
Israel issue as seen in the State Department envisages a newly
defined Israeli border, guaranteed both by the United States
and the United Nations ... It also visualizes repatriation of
Palestine refugees to Israel and joint exploitation of the Jor-
dan River . .
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