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Then there’s Mrs. Yiffniff and
all those other ladies of the con-
gregation whom Rabbi Segal
would have to please. Maybe the
rabbi has been thinking of letting
Mrs. Segal buy a nice fox fur
neckpiece, but she’s afraid of buy-
ing it. She wonders what those
women of the congregation will
be saying if she is caught wearing
a furpiece. Mrs. Yiffniff and all
those! . . . “The nerve of her!”
they might say. “She putting on
those airs with a new fur. It’s
really us that paid to dress her up
that way, you might say . . . out
of the wages we pay the rabbi.
A plain coat isn’t good enough for
her, it seems.”

It's all different though in Col-1
umnisl Segal's house. His wife
went out and courageously bought
herself a mink stole only* a few
weeks ago; and not a voice was
raised against this mink among all
the readers of his column. Only
Segal himself spoke up, saying to
his wife: "Did you have to have
mink? Wouldn't a fox have kept

you just as warm. And that old
woolen coat of yours still looks
good!"

Anyway, I thank Rabbi Borh-
stein for ordaining me (though he
may have been only kidding me),

and for the sake of all the rabbis
and ministers of Norfolk, Va., I
wish that a Yiffniff never gets

into the town.
The reasons Rabbi Bornstein

had written to me was a column
of mine in The Southern Jewish
Weekly. In that column I report-
ed I had been to the funeral of a
Catholic friend, and I rather en-

vied him: The priest was com-
mending him to heavenly abode
... a comfortable home to live in
through all eternity. I was won-
dering: Do our rabbis offer us
such comfort? I called oh rabbis
to report on what happens to us
after we are buried.

Now Rabbi Bornstein, answer-
ing this question, was telling me

that once a Catholic professor

asked him practically the same
thing: “What does your religion
say about it, rabbi?”

"I told him what the Talmud
tells us: 'There is neither eating
nor drinking, nor any sensual
pleasures, nor strife in the world

to come, but the righteous with
their crowns sit around the table
of God feeding upon his ma-
jesty.' "

And, Rabbi Bornstein says, the
great Maimonides himself put it

this way: That, according to the
moral, ethical, intellectual and
spiritual preparation the soul has
made on earth, shall* it receive
divine enlightenment and illumi-
nation. The purified soul receives
more, the polluted soul less. After
purification all souls will finally

unite themselves with God Who is
the Fountain of all goodness and
knowledge.

"In plain language," Rabbi
Bornstein adds, "the hereafter for
the soul is eternal contemplation

of the true, the good and the

beautiful. The thinker and the

scholar shall find ultimate truth;

the pious and righteous shall find
the ultimate good; the painter and
the sculptor, the admirer of beau-
tiful things shall find the ultimate

beautiful in God. We shall all
comprehend God and His way ...

I hope that the immortality of
Orthodox Judaism, which was
only skeletonically outlined here,

will be satisfactory to you, though
we can not compete with Catho-

lics in regard to detail and vivid-
ness."

Well, Rabbi Bornstein, it really

would be all right to spend eter-
nity just looking at the true, the
good and the beautiful . . . after
all the falsehood, the evil and the
ugly we have to look at down
here. Still, as I said in that other
column, I also contemplate grate-

fully the everlasting rest in the
grave where only the roots of
trees, grass and flowers make any
noise, never quarreling, just
growing.

Jews In Poland Fear
Growing Anti-Semitism
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party line. It expressed "sorrow"
that Israel "allowed itself to be
used by the British and French
imperialists." But it called for the
recognition of "Israel's full right
to receive real guarantees from
the United Nations to lead a nor-
mal existence as an independent

and sovereign state." Considera-
tion of Israel "as a historical fact"
was asked, and sympathy was ex-
pressed for Israelis and for the
development of the Jewish State.

ZENA HARMAN OF ISRAEL
RE-ELECTED CHAIRMAN

OF IMPORTANT U. N. BODY

UNITED NATIONS, N. Y. (JTA)

—Mrs. Zena Harman, of Israel, for
several years now one of the lead-
ing members of the executive of
the United Nations Childrens
Fund, was re-elected to the
UNICEF executive board as well
as to the chairmanship of the or-
ganization’s highly important pro-

gram committee.
The chairmanship of the

UNICEF is considered the second
most important post in the organi-
zation, ranking only below the
chairmanship of the executive
board.
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kind of mischief and who could be
restrained by law. However,, it is
disconcerting to hear a respected

and supposedly well informed
local journalist say that he and his
newspaper are uncompromisingly
pro-segregation, and if someone
has to get hurt in the campaign to
prevent integration, then it’s just

too bad. My youth' in the pre-
judice-ridden city of Boston,
Mass., of the early 1940’s has :
given me a respect for the damage <
which can be wrought by “lead- i
ers” who have a cause of hate.
The fact that most of these South- ]
erners recognize the sound of the i
death knell of segregation in their .
South has made their opposition 1
that much more pronounced.

The importance of segregation 1
as a political weapon is well rec- 1
ognized on the national scene and, '
certainly, on a local level. It is !
interesting to hear local politicians
attempt to maintain a vehement ;
opposition to integration and still
woo the Negro voter by a self-
portrayal as “a friend of the color-
ed man.” Ohe local Jewish politi-

cian boasts of his quoting Pirke
Avot in a Negro church to legiti-

matize his position. His fantastic
exegesis is worthy of an article in
itself.

CREDIT TO THE
SOUTHERN NEGRO

Throughout these two years of
feverish maneuvering, a great

deal of admiration must be ac-
corded to the Negro. Os course,
there are those inevitable few
who make up a potential Ameri-
can Council for Negroes. They
have put their vested interests
above the social, political and edu-
cational emancipation of their
race. Other Negroes, restricted to
a limited understanding of their
own situation, have not compre-
hended the meaning of the forces
vying for a determining voice as
to their fate. Primarily, it would
not be exaggerated to state that
there is an overhanging pall of
fear in the hearts of many Ne-
groes in the Deep South. The fate
of Emmett Till and the ensuing
trial awakened memories of the
1910’s and 1920’s when killings of
that sort were all too common.
For example, one Negro worker
in a local junk yard answered my
question about his reaction to the
problem thus:

“Rabbi, I don’t know what it is
all about, but I’m just hearin’ too
much about killing and that just
spells it as no good.”

On the whole, it is to the credit
of the Negroes that they have act-

ed with commendable dignity in
the face of extreme provocation.
The intelligence they have dis-
played is the best refutation to
the libelous assertion that the
colored man is an inferior think-
ing being. v

In the midst of all this con-
-1 fusion and conflict of claims is the

! Southern Jew. As part of the com-
munity he is very much aware of
the internal upheaval taking place

in the New South. Moreover, as a
Jew, he is cognizant of certain im-
plications which have a direct
bearing upon his status and se-
curity.

SOUTHERN JEWISH
ATTITUDES

As in the case of the total pop-
ulation, it is difficult to find an
overall category for the Southern
Jew. First of all, it must be noted
with extreme regret that there are
Southern Jews who a're commit-
ted unequivocally to a position of

, pro-segregation. The familiar pic-

tuje of the American Jew as a
militant liberal whose political
bible is the Nation or New York
Post just doesn’t hold true in the
South. My experience has shown

that the Jewish pro-segregationist
adopts his position for a number
of reasons.

Firstly, there is a sizable seg-

ment of Jewry in the Deep South
which can claim family residence
in the area for three or four gen-

erations. Their prejudice is the

same inheritance of hate that

characterizes the attitude of the
majority of Southern Christians.
There are instances when this ap-
proach is based on unusual ration-
alizations. For example, one old
gentleman told me that he has
hated Yankees and their policy of
interference in the South since
his youth, when his grandmother

told him of the theft of her silver
Shabbos licht by marauders from
Sherman’s army.-

\

There are those Jews who have
adopted this attitude because of a

subconscious desire to place a

scapegoat class one notch below
themselves. These are the individ-
uals who privately will insist that,
should the Negro problem disap-
pear, then the force of Southern
bigotry will be directed at the

Jew.
(Continued Next Week )

The well-known novelist Steph-

en Longstreet, long identified
with Jewish causes, has turned
screen writer with “The Helen
Morgan Story,” to be filmed by
Warner Bros. He has sold his
forthcoming book, “The Pro-
moters” for $150,000 to an inde-
pendent company for Ernest Bor-
gnine of “Marty”fame.
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FINE FOODS
3 LOCATIONS:

* Moyport Restaurant
PHONE CH 9-9998
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(Jacksonville Beach)

* Strickland's Take-Out
-

'

PHONE FL 9-0647
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WATTERSON'S LITTLE HOPE

Charter Boat
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FISHING
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FURNISHED
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