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ment, but their eternal cry is 
"Wait, wait!" 

Yes, wait, and give the vam
pires more time to accumulate 
greater wealth. 

Wait on, while the bony fin
gers of starving men, women 
and children reach up to God 
from the dark slums of gilded 
church-spired cities. Wait, but 
justice is bound to come back 
to the world in spite of your 
wicked waiting. The beating of 
honest hands upon the chains 
of human slavery will surely 
set the toiling masses free. 

Looking over the affairs of 
the world coldly and impartial
ly what fair-minded person can 
fail to see that existing con
ditions are monstrously unfair 
and call aloud for redress? The 
United States, a nation of 70,-
000,000, boasting of being the 
freest, most progressive and 
equal to any commonwealth 
the world has ever seen, has 
less than 4 per cent, belonging 
to a class that is able to roll in 
wealth, live in palatial houses, 
drive fast horses, travel in 
Europe, sail yachts, eat superb 
dinners and snuggle afterwards 
into luxurious sofas and se
dans. Perhaps 20 per cent more 
are able to enjoy some of the 
reasonable comforts of life by 
means of a small accumulation 
out of the earnings of their 
daily toil. The remaining 76 
per cent, are toiling and strug
gling from sun to sun to get 
the means for absolute exist
ence. They are without luxur
ies, without leisure for mental 
improvement and with no op
portunities for seeing the world. 
Part of these by steady employ
ment are able to live fairly 
well, while many, many others 
are unable to get work and 
suffer accordingly. Others are 
driven to accept a rate of re
muneration which involves 
bare absence of starvation, and 
yet, with such hours of labor 
as dwarf the mind, shrivel the 
heart and embitter the soul. 

This 4 per cent, is the law
making factor. A sugar trust 
can get more done in congress 
than a million of people in the 
east, west, north or south, with 
a united representation. Po
litical power is practically ex
ercised by 24 per cent., while 
the 76 per cent, follow along in 
the procession. 

This will last for a time yet, 
^ut it is visible to the most 

blind, that it cannot last for
ever. The school house is 
planted in every. district, read
ing matter is accessible to the 
poorest and every political and 
social problem now arising in 
the nation is discussed in the 
humblest hovel in the land. It 
follows as a day follows night, 
that some time, and not many 
years hence, this 76 per 
cent, will take the reins in their 
own hands. The more the 
power of the plutocracy is ex
ercised, the more brazen and 
intolerable the demands of the 
millionaire the sooner the 
change will take place. 

Let us hear no more trash 
about "free" America as com
pared with down-trodden Eu
rope. Both continents are down
trodden by the rich men who 
own the raw material out of 
which wealth is created by 
human labor. When the land 
of the United States is all ab
sorbed by private persons, as it 
will be in twenty years' time, 
there will not be a pin to choose 
between America and Europe, 
so far as the wage-earners are 
concerned. Wages, we will ad
mit, may be higher in America, 
but the increased cost of living 
in the United States will nearly 
equalize the condition of the 
two continents; while for swin
dling, lying, and merciless op
pression many American cap
italists leave their European 
brethren far behind. 

The three leading factors in 
our advancing civilization and 
in social enlightenment are the 
press, the pulpit and the school. 
Of these the pulpit ought, pre
eminently, to stand fearlessly 
for the right. It ought always 
to be the champion of the op
pressed, battling in unequal 
contest against the strong. It 
ought to afford stimulus to 
noble aspiration wherever 
found. Does it? What side is 
it found on today? 

When the time arrives when 
we can escape the clutches of 
corporation lawyers and the 
moneyed trust lobbies we can 
begin to lo0k for something 
like fairness and justice in 
legislation. 

Send in your subscriptions for 
the LABOR WORLD. One year, 
$1.00 in advance. Six months, 
50 cents. Three montlis, J25cents. 
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The bricklayers union of Minn
eapolis and St, Paul are having 
some trouble over, it is claimed, 
the hiring of non-union men in 
the building of the new armory 
at the State University. Every 
effort will be used to pull the 
non-union men off the job. 

The boycott is still on the 
Lyceum and in spite of arrests 
and prison bars the boys are as 
determined as ever to hold out 
to the last. The public, to a 
large extent, are in sympathy 
with the strikers. Many go to 
Superior rather than attend the 
boycotted house. 

There are still millions of dupes 
who believe that supply and de
mand regulate prices. In two 
weeks the price of wheat in many 
sections of the country nearly 
doubled (the farmers had little it 
any of it). Was this because the 
people ate so much more in two 
weeks that wheat nearly doubled 
in value? 

So long as our national bank 
laws are in force, free silver 
will only enable us to earn 
more for our masters. The 
national bank laws are class 
laws, and the day they were 
passed this ceased to be a gov
ernment of the people, by the 
people and for the people, and 
became a plutocracy, with 
bankers preferred, and the list 
of preferred stock has been in
creased, until there is nothing 
for the common people but the 
right to toil and starve. 

There is one thing that or
ganized labor should not over
look, and that is the material 
encouragement of merchants, 
grocerymen and others who ad
vertise in your labor paper. It 
has now come that in almost 
every town of any size where 
labor is organized a newspaper 
or journal is printed in the in
terests of labor. It is not only 
the duty of organized labor to 
encourage and support the local 
newspaper that supports them, 
but to patronize those who pat
ronize it by advertising in its 
ColuriinSi. Let them know that 
you fully appreciate their as
sistance. In doing ..this you 
will not only be helping them, 
helping your struggling pub' 
lisher, but helping yourselves. 
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