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to the success of the program.
ITF also announced its willing

ness to participate in any confer
ence of trade unions called to co
ordinate their participation in the 
Marshall Plan. It is the first trade 
anion body, therefore, to accept 
the AFL’s suggestion that such a 
conference be held.
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S. Department of Labor estimates 
that approximately 2,150,000 work
ers will be employed by construc
tion contractors in September, 1948. 

» This will be an increase of 250,- 
000 workers over the high of 1,- 
900,000 reported for September of 
this year, but it’ will be well be
low the employment levels reach
ed at the height of the war con
struction program in 1942.

Not quite a million of the 2,150,- 
000 construction workers employ
ed next September will be skilled 
mechanics working at the site of 
new construction projects. Of these, 
about half will be engaged on new 
residential building. New housing 
should require only about a fourth 
of the 825,000 semi-skilled and un
skilled workers.

Estimates shew that about 425,- 
000 carpenters probably will be 
employed at the site of new pro
jects in September, 1948, as com
pared to 390,000 carpenters em
ployed in September, 1947. In 1948 
about 100,000 bricklayers, over 80,- 
000 painters and glaziers, 55,000 
plumbers and steamfitters, and 52,- 
000 plasterers will be needed.

New Housing Peak Seen
tt is also estimated that private 

builders will start 950,000 new per
manent dwellings next year — an 
all-time high. This figure tops the 
1925 peak of 937,000 units anil ex
ceeds the expected 1947 private

the bulk of the fund raising, 
and of each $1 to be raised, 50c 
will be allocated to the League, and 
the remainder will be used by cam
paign committees of local and na
tional unions. The League, in turn, 
will distribute its own funds from 
time to time to state or local com
munities where such funds will do 
the most good.

Green termed the action of the 
conference “historic” but he stress
ed that it “did not constitute a 
step toward an independent politi
cal party.” Secretary-Treasurer 
George Meany, in an address to the 
parley, described the political pro
gram as “a new departure so far 
as the AFL is concerned.” It means, 
he said, that the old Gompers pol
icy (of supporting labor’s friends 
and opposing labor’s enemies) is 
being “applied in the light of mod
ern conditions.”

“It will no longer be sufficient 
for us merely to send out voting 
records of candidates,” Meany said. 
“We will embark upon political 
activity with fieater force than 
ever before.” .

Washington (LPA)—Seventy A 
FL, 20 CIO and 35 independent in
ternational unions have filed Taft- 
Hartley anti-Communist affidavits, 
the NLRB announced last week.

The Board reported that a total 
of 2176 local unions and 125 in
ternational unions had completed 
their affidavits and had them ac
cepted. Of the local unions,' 1434 
were AFL affiliates, 108 were CIO 
affiliates and 634 were associated 
with independent unions.

Labor Dep’t officials estimate 
there are more than 30,000 local 
and international unions in the 
country. Failure to file the affi
davits bars unions from using the 
facilities of the NLRB including 
the right to appear on election bal
lots. k

70 AFL. 20 CIO 
Affidavits Naw 
,n NLRB’s File

Minneapolis (LPA)—More than 
5000 employes of the Hormel meat 
packing plant in Austin, Minn., re
ceived checks last week for more 
than seven times their regular 
weekly wage.

The extra pay was not an env. 
ployer-granted bonus, as many dai* 
ly papers reported, but the bah 
ance due the workers under the 
guaranteed annual wage contract 
of the United Packinghouse Work
ers with Hormel. This. Thnnksgiv/ 
ing Day distribution of the balance* 
left in the wage fund brought the 
average annual wage of Hormel 
employes up to $3,575. .

All earnings of the Hormel plant, 
after expenses are paid, are put 
into a joint earnings account. It 
is then divided between the work
ers and the stockholders on the 
basis of a sliding scale agreed up
on by the union and the company. 
In theory each weeks pay is an! 
advance from this account. Each 
November the balance left in thei 
employes’ pool is divided accord--, 
ing to the formula. This Hormel- 
UPW contract is regarded as a 
model guaranteed annual wage con
tract. -Y>:

MARTIN
Funeral Home

Washington (LPA)—Arguments 
that social security benefits can’t 
be extended to agricultural work
ers, domestic servants, and self- 
employed individuals because it’s 
too hard to collect the payroll tax 
from these people are met in a 
survey made public last week by 
the Treasury Dep’t.

Th^pe methods of collecting taxes 
from these people — if Congress 
should amend the Social Security 
Act to include them—are discuss
ed in the study by the Division of 
Tax Research, j ’ . !; r -

There are 19,CC0,0C0 workers in 
the three categories whose inclu
sion in the social security system 
is the subject of the Treasury 
study—about 3,560,00 hired agricul
tural workers, about 11,000,000 
self-employed -persons including 
farm operators, and about 2,600,000 
domestic workers. •

A wage stamp-book, to be kept 
by the worker and mailed in at reg
ular intervals to the social secur
ity office for credit on the work
ers’ record is proposed as the best 
way to cover agricultural and do
mestic workers.

* 4
For the self-employed, a. report 

parallel to the regular personal in
come tax return, with tax paid 
yearly, is indicated as the easiest 
method. ,

The present system of employer 
with-holding and making returns 
on a quarterly basis, with employ
ers keeping permanent records, is 
recommended in every case where 
large numbers of agricultural 
workers, for instance, are 
by

operation at Mercy Hospital 
Canton last week and reports 
dicate Frank is well along the road 
of recovery.

President John Hamilton was 
taken to the Alliance City Hospi
tal on Monday, suffering from 
pneumonia. Our sincere hope for 
his speedy recovery as he is great
ly missed in the ranks of Local 44.

Bro. Roy Hausman has return
ed from sunny California and can 
be found at the JJmoges China. 
Welcome back Roy, but why din’t 
you bring back some of that fine 
weather from the coast.

For the benefit of the potters 
throughout the trade, and espec
ially those with a dire thirst for 
the “suds”, Sebring no longer 
should be classed as the Sahara 
desert. Following a recount of re
turns from the last election, 3.2 
can be secured at the corner pub. 
—O. C. 44. •

SET FOR DEC. 15
Chicago (ILNS)—A plea of not 

guilty to a charge of violating the 
Lea Act was made by President 
James C. Petrillo of the American 
Federation of Musicians in Federal 
Court here. He te accused of com
pelling radio station WAAF, Chi
cago, to employ 3 musicians who, 
the station says, are not needed.

In response to the request of 
Petrillo’s lawyer, Daniel D. Car- 
mell, for an early trial, Judge 
Walter J. LaBuy set the case for 
Dec. 15.

“This case has been batting 
around before the public too long,” 
the lawyer said. Mr. Petrillo, he 
added, has “saved the music cul
ture of the nation. Without him 
the country would be platter-hap
py”.

Carmell was referring to the cur
rent popularity of record-playing 
programs on the radio.

The government’s charges were 
filed Oct. 15. Judge LaBuy held a 
similar complaint unconstitutional, 
but the Supreme Court reversed 
him and ordered another trial.

total by nearly 100.000 units.
In addition, 20,000 publicly fin

anced dwellings are expected to be 
started in 1948, compared with 
around 5,000 this year.
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Just One More 
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xious to know what the potters of 
Ohio generally, think of Mr. Taft. 
The editor of the Herald would not 
dare to put into print my thoughts, 
but you can all take a guess and 
you will hit it right on the head. 
I would also like to know what the 
potters in the Trenton district think 
of Mr. Hartley, co-author of the 
famous anti-labor bill which is 
causing so much trouble.

The various bowling teams scat
tered over the shop are really 
knocking the maples for some fine 
scores. The gals likewise are no 
slouch in this respect and are com
piling a fine record on the alleys. 
—O. C. 103.

•aas‘49—
^29.50 

3.9$ 
3.95• •

haN0UGS

ALL the things the busy 

housewife desires, dose , 
companionship with her chil* J 

dren is the dearest ... any- j 

thing that builds up that rela-s 

tionship is priceless. In theses j 

busy days one practical way to 

achieve it is Mother's freedom 

from body- and mind-tiring 

drudgery...

*An Electric Range is the gi 

that assures freedom. Buy l)for 

one this Christmas.

AFL-CIO Dispute
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ing order.
NMU President Joseph Curran t 

and two NMU7 members brought 
the suit. Curran denied that he was 
a Communist but contended that 
the affidavit “constitutes a trespass 
upon and impairment of his right 
of free speech, press and assem
bly and for the further reason that 
the language of the Taft-Hartley 
law is too vague, ambiguous and 
uncertain to establish a reasonsble 
standard of conduct.” The NLRB, 
the joint petition argued, does “not 
have the power to exact from me 
a statement of my political beliefs. 
It denied my right and the right 
of other members of my union to 
vote for officers of their own choos
ing and on their merits regardless 
of political views.” . .

MOSKIN’S

Hearings Open On 
Exemptions" 
Wage-Hour Rules

Washington (LPA) — The first 
hearings since 1940 to discuss re
vising the exemptions of “white 
collar” workers from the Fair La
bor Standards Act opened in the 
Labor Dep’t building here last 
week.

The unique proceedings will con
tinue a panel of Wage & Hour Ad
ministration officials and Labor 
Dep’t lawyers until almost the 
middle of January. Witnesses, who 
are scheduled at about half-hour in
tervals, are questioned first by the 
panel, then by “interested parties” 
who at this hearing include 30 to 
40 industry lobbyists and lawyers 
stationed in Washington, and a 
handful of AFL and CIO represeri- 
tatives. ' ?/.'

At issue are the standkrd^^et 

up by the Wage-Hour Administra
tor in 1940 to test exemptions 
from both the 40-hour week and 
minimum wage provisions of the 
FLSA. These include workers in 
“executive”, “administrative”, “pro
fessional”, “outside salesman”, and 
“local retailing capacity” jobs.

There have been a series of pro
posals for increasing the wage level 
above which workers are exempt. 
At present, it is $200 a month for 
administrative and professional em
ployes, and $30 a week for exe
cutives. The United Electrical, Ra
dio & Machine Workers are pro
posing a $500 a month wage as 
the point at which overtime pay 
over 40 hours is no longer requir
ed by federal law. The Int’l Ladies 
Garment Workers proposes $400 a 
month or $100 a week.

Industry spokesmen are already 
claiming that they’ll be bankrupted 
if they pay overtime for workers 
up to this level. Both the UE and 
ILGWU spokesmen pointed out 
that wage levels have risen, along 
with the cost of living, since 1940 
when the $200 test was establish
ed. On overtime work, many work
ers covered by the time-and-a-half 
after 40 hours provision receive 
more pay than their supervisors or 
foremen, who receive the same 
weekly pay no matter how many 
hours they work.

There may also be some change 
in the present requirement that to 
be exempted, a supervisory work
er may only spend 20 per cent of 
his time on non-supervisory work 
which is not exempted by the wage- 
hour law. Wilbur Daniels, who tes
tified for the ILGWU in his cap
acity as assistant research direc
tor, proposed that this be changed 
to one hour a day. This would pre
vent “chiseling” by employers who 
may shift the work-week in order 
to avdid going over the 20 per cent 
limit.

Money Loaned |

| Crystal Gazing For GOP |

With the Republican convention only 196 days away, the race of 
aspirants is assuming clearer shape. In no particular order, they are: 
Harold Stassen, Robert A. Taft, Thomas Dewey, Dwight Eisenhower, 
Arthur Vandenberg, and Earl .Warren.

If I had any money or disposition to bet on who was going to 
get the Republican nomination. I would not put it on the gentleman 
from Ohio. It seems hardly likely that the boys in the well known 
smoke-filled rooms are going to select as a candidate one who has 
identified himself as completely with the extreme position as has 
Taft in the case of the Taft-Hartley law.

American history records that an “out” party hardly ever nomi
nates as its presidential candidate anybody who has alienated in ad
vance a substantial group of the electorate. Landon, Dewey, and even 
the pre-1941 Willkie were hardly what you wouuld call men of strong 
convictions on any particular issue. The Roosevelt of 1932 was an 
unknown quantity. What this adds up to is that practical politicians 
of an “our’ party are loath to nominate a man for whom they think 
they would nave to write off in advance a substantial hunk of the 
voting population.

Senator Taft has other afflictions, which I think will prevent 
him from being tapped as the standard bearer of the Republican Party. 
He has what might be called political foot and mouth disease. In re
cent months, every time he has opened his mouth, he has put his foot 
in it

He has consistently embarrassed his fellow Republicans with his 
ill-advised statements on price control, and foreign aid. He has, more
over, voiced his opinions on these subjects without adequate consulta
tion with other party leaders. Mr. Taft’s faculty for running the Re
publican show as a solo performance has not endeared itself to the 
men who are going to have a lot to say about who gets nominated.

All in all, I wouldn’t give much for Taft’s chances for the Re
publican presidential nomination.

The polls put Dewey out in front and, on the face of it, he has 
all the qualifications. Mr. Dewey’s approach to the urgent foreign and 
domestic problems is to stand foursquare for the American home. 
Since he is out in front, and many of his fellow aspirants are not 
particularly enamored of his Boy Scout tactics so far in the campaign, 
t is not inconceivable that they will gang up on him—to the extent of 

voting for any dark horse to block our boy Tommy from winning the 
nomination.

Harold Stassen is trying to make like Wendell Willkie, and act 
the role of the young Turk out to reform the Republican Party. How
ever, it looks as if the Stassen disguise is being penetrated and is be
ing recognized for what he is—an old-line conservative putting on 
Airs*

Nobody knows much about Gen. Eisenhower and he won’t talk. 
The political dopesters say that Mr. Truman’s appointment of Gen. 
Bradley as chief of staff was designed to smoke out Eisenhower. And 
the Bennet Meyers scandals won’t do any good either.

For reasonably attractive odds, I would put my money on Arthur 
Vandenberg to get the Republican nomination. He has only one dis
qualification and many assets. That I can think of. First: although he 
has supported the Republican fiasco on the domestic front, he has 
not been as prominently identified with it as Taft has been.

Second: Vandenberg has been identified with the highly popular 
foreign program of the Administration. Not only has he been identified 
with it, he hits been the chief Congressional spokesman for foreign 
policy.

Third: The Michigan Senator has acted with restraint and judg
ment in dealing with his fellow legislators. Vandenberg is in his 
midtile sixties and his age might be a handicap.

The real dark horse in the group is Earl Warren. He is tolerably 
liberal, personable, and a prove vote-getter, at least in California.

Whichever candidate the Republicans choose, he will not make 
nitich difference unless they can do 
stand on price control and housing
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read the article from O. C. 45 con
cerning the “Trenton Speed King” 
and I can’t help wondering if this 
is the same individual who worked 
at the Camden shop for a short 
time in 1940. All day long he 
boasted of his superior speed over 
his fellow workers and if my mem
ory serves me correctly, it was 
common knowledge that he produc
ed a second-rate piece of ware, at 
least in appearance and finish.

Several of the boys from the 
plant were ocean fishing recently 
and they reported a very good 
catch. In fact they have several 
snapshots to prove it. *

Broi Raymond Shone has return
ed to work after being laid-up for 
several U'eeks with injuries sus
tained in an automobile accident 
early in October.

Bro. Walter Novinski has also re
turned to the bench after several 
months illness.

Brothers Stan Sliwa, John Lovell 
and Frank Hoffman are still on the 
sick list.

Local Union 50 extends their 
sympathy to Bro. Hobart Blake and 
family in the recent death of Mrs. 
Blake, which occurred on Dec. 6th.

We were glad to read where Vice 
President Wheatley is up and 
around again and are looking for
ward to him paying us a visit when 
it is convenient for him to do so.

Slowly but surely, the cnsters 
who have been working nightS on 
alternate weeks, are being placed 
on new style pieces of ware, which 
permits utilization of the space re
quired by the old style for another 
bench and the consequent reduction 
of the number of casters who were 
com|>elled to work on double-shift 
benches.

To all members of the N. R. of 
O. P. and our national officers, A 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.—O. C. 50.

HISTORIC DAY—Meeting in Chicago with other scientists to 
commemorate the fifth birthday of the atomic age are Chancellor Rob
ert M. Hutchins (1.) of the Univ, of Chi cago, Dr. Enrico Fermi and Sum
ner Pike. It was on Dec. 2, 1942, in a laboratory under the univer
sity’s athletic field that man first split the atom and kept the reac
tion going.
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