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PREPAREDNESS AT HOME
PRESIDENT Truman’s budget for 1948-49—$39,700,000,- 
1 000—is a pile of money. Senator Brewster from Maine 
deplores the inability of the administration to reduce expen
ditures three years after the war. Organized labor shares 
these regrets.

$39.7 billion means a burden of $270 for each American 
—man, woman and child. Yet more than this unprecedented 
postwar total impresses us the fact that most is earmarked 
for overseas, military and related appropriations. Whereas 
international expenditures 10 years ago were 15 cents per 
capita, they have now risen to $48. National defense costs 
jumped from $8 per capita to $75; veterans services from $4 
to $42.

Here, then, are the bitter fruits of war. Other federal 
expenditures show little change, altogether an increase of 
only $7 per head over 1939. This may lx? good news from a 
fiscal point of view. From a social and public viewpoint it 
is far from satisfactory. It means neglect in social welfare 
and health, housing, community programs, education, re
search, industrial safety, and so on.

Naturally, American security at home and abroad comes 
first. An era that is neither peace nor war calls for great 
determination and great powers on our part. But hardly less 
important and perhaps of greater lasting value is govern
mental awareness of social and economic problems in our 
midst, the readiness to advance in fields that secure con
tinued progress of the American people. To be unprepared 
on domestic soil is to tempt fate. Conversely, an extensive 
federal housing and public works program—to mention only 
two vital items—is bound to cushion a depression which the 
President, to judge from his economic report to Congress, 
fears.

*■
I

ECONOMY
TH£.frigid reception accorded by Congress to President 
A Truman’s budget message calling for expenditures of 

$39.7 billion for the next fiscal year should be a matter of 
concern for all trade unionists.

As nearly everyone knows, the biggest items in the 
budget cannot, and should not, lx’ cut—expenditures for na
tional defense, interest on the public debt, and aid for vet
erans.

And yet in order to make a political show of “economy” 
Republican leaders in Congress are already boasting of the 
cuts they plan to make.

The result will be that the so-called “savings” will lx» 
made by badly impairing or killing off entirely the Presi
dent’s proposals for improving our educational system, for 
expanding food-control work, for a national health insurance 
program, for increased old-age benefits, and for construc
tion of public housing.

These programs are designed to help the lot of the work
ing ]xx)ple.

Unless labor makes its voice hoard, there is little chance 
of their adoption.

--------------------*--------------------

TENNESSEE ‘JUSTICE’
rpiIE tommy-gun and the blackjack appear to have become 
1 standard “labor relations” equipment down at Nash

ville, Tenn., where a group of Steelworkers went on strike 
last Nov. 10.

A labor representative was brutally beaten by 10 high
way patrolmen. Two of his ribs were broken. He was badly 
bruised and his clothing was torn to shreds.

Two strikers were halted by state police on a lonely 
road and “worked over” with blackjacks.

A Steelworkers representative was arrested on a charge 
of “vagrancy” and the area director of the Organizing Com
mittee was tossed into jail on a truped-up count of “lewdness, 
breach of peace and inciting to riot.”

State police, armed with pistols and tommy-guns have 
threatened and intimidated strikers when they appeared near 
the strike-bound Nashville Corporation (formerly Consoli
dated Vultee).

The strike started after the company refused to recog
nize the Steelworkers as collective bargaining agent for its 
employes, despite a 2-to-l election victory for the USA 
shortly liefore the Taft-Hartley Act was passed.

The disgraceful behavior of the state police at Nash
ville is reminiscent of what occurred in the late ’30s over in 
the home bailiwick of Boss Ed Crump—where a brutal 
beating was standard treatment for organizers who set up 
shop in Memphis.

The Crump machine boys haven’t changed their tactics 
much. They’ve just changed their base of operations.

-------------------- *--------------------

/ SOUR NOTE
A CT1ON by the big orange growers in deliberately with- 

holding fruit from the market in order to jack up the 
price is a flagrant example of industry’s disregard of the 
rights of consumers, including trade unionists.

Much has lieen said by the nation’s industrialists 
against so-called “featherbedding” practices of trade unions, 
against “arbitrary” demands for wage increases, and of the 
desirability of letting prices adjust themselves to their na
tural level in a free market.

Yet when industry itself takes arbitrary action to feath
er its own nest not a word of protest is heard; not a voice 
is raised against industry’s action in creating artificial scar
cities and manipulating the market.

We can only conclude:
That the industrialists favor a free economy only in the 

sense that they are free to do business—or not to do it— 
as they see fit.

That they still cling to the frame of mind that once 
sanctioned the piling of tons of citrus fruit in the sun to rot, 
all in the holy name of profits.

TAX CUT
rpHE “cost of living” tax cut that President Truman has 
A proposed to Congress is a measure which all trade 

unionists will wholeheartedly support.
Here is a proposal to lift a burden from the shoulders 

of those least able to bear it. It is merely designed to enable 
millions of wage earning Americans to buy a little more of 
the necessities of life that they cannot now afford.

The President’s proposal to increase corporation taxes 
to make up for this loss of revenue, is also sound. It will 
cause no hardship, as the President has pointed out, because 
business profits are already fantastically large and business 
can easily afford to assume a larger tax burden.

Trade unionists should let Congress know in no uncer
tain terms that here is a measure they want adopted. Above 
all, they should not be fooled by charges that Mr. Truman 
is merely “playing politics.” '

If this is playing politics, it is the type of politics we 
like. The President has done his part. It is up to Congress 
and the nation’s working people to take it from here.

-------------------- ¥--------------------

SUCH DEPTHS OF AFFECTION
TJEAD1NG some of the magazines of Business these days 

one is almost overwhelmed at the depth of affection 
which the publishers profess toward those who toil for their 
living. It is really quite touching. It would be far more con
vincing, however, if these publishers would stop trying to 
feed us the nauseating propaganda brew that “the Taft- 
Hartley Act is good for Labor.” '

The chief cause of the recent outbursts of affection 
from publishers to Labor is the determination of Labor to 
go into politics in earnest and to defeat the enemies of the 
working people, particularly those pals of the NAM who 
voted for the Taft-Hartley Act. Oh, please do not go into* 
politics, those publishers say. “If you do so, you will be 
very sorry, for the final result will be had for the country, 
and bad for Labor.”

Huh! If it’s a good idea for the NAM and the big cor- 
ix>rations to go into politics, why is" it bad for Labor to do 
likewise?

What these publishers do not understand is that Lalxir 
does not want to go into the political field. It is because we 
dislike politics so intensely that we failed to take sufficient 
interest in the last election. We brought the Taft-Hartley. 
Act on ourselves by refusing to register and vote. Now, 
however, we are forced into political action. Our enemies, 
among them- the very publishers who are trying to smoth
er us with kisses, took advantage of our disinterest in poli
tics to stick a knife in our back. We have got to go into poli
tics now to get the knife out.

--------------------★--------------------
COMBATTING THE PRICE RISE

TAECLARING workers are losing ground in the race against 
U soaring costs, the American Federation of Labor gives 
some worthwhile advice to wage earners on how to do their 
bit in fighting inflation.

“Money inflation is gradually bleeding away workers’ 
buying power,” the A FL says in discussing the price situa
tion in its monthly survey. “Because union members have 
won substantial wage gains since V-J Day, they have man
aged in general to keep a little ahead of the price rise; but 
their living standards are not rising as they should in this 
period of prosperity. Their real gains are small.

“Non-union workers find their living standards sharp
ly reduced because their wages aren’t keeping pace with 
prices. For millions, ‘full employment’ has been accompan
ied by severe losses in the buying power of their weekly pay.

“From a wartime peak in January, 1946, the average 
worker’s ‘real’ take-home pay has shrunk until today it 
buys less than in 1942 and only a little more than in 1939. 
In November, 1947, the average worker with no dependents 
had only 11 per cent more ‘real’ wage than in 1939; the 
workers with wife and two children had 25 per cent more 
because his taxes were lower.”

Then comes the good advise:
“Workers can do much to combat the price rises which 

are stopping their progress. Money inflation must be check
ed at its source, but action to resist high prices in retail 
stores is also essential. This is a time to buy no more than 
you have to, to save all you can and invest in U. S. Savings 
Bonds* to avoid purchases on credit or installment, to avoid 
debts and keep your finances in a sound condition, to con
tinue a high level of production so that shortages which still 
exist will be made up.”

1

CAVIL-CADE
By LES FINNEGAN

Water Over The Dam
A great deal of water can go over a dam—even before the dam 

is built. So it is with the unbuilt dams of the St. Lawrence River 
project. This project has been on the national agenda for a genera
tion, and the waterway is still undug, and the dams still unconstruct
ed. Herbert Hoover, as President of the United States back in the 
20’s, appointed a Waterways Commission to study the problem. It 
has been studied ever since.

Now, strange to say, quite suddenly the present free enterprise 
Congress has before it a bill, backed by Senator Vandenberg of Mich
igan, looking toward fulfilment.

The St. Lawrence water power project has been buffed about by 
the subiect of hot debate and heavy controversy. It has reached into 
national and international politics. As far west as Minneapolis, an 

• association has been formed to press for the measure. The water
ways question has agitated all Canada. It has aroused violent antag
onism and violent partisanship.

One group sees an outlet to the sea for the mid-west land-locked 
cities. Another group sees the project as on expensive pork-barrel 
enterprise designed to steal commerce away from New York City.

One group sees it as a new transportation route to furnish cheap 
freight service to western cities which need it. Another group sees 
it as a device to undercut railroads and to steal precious freight 
haulage from them.

Another group sees it as a new source of cheap electric power 
as great as TV A or Bonneville. Another group sees it as the con
spiracy of public ownership advocates to dump surplus power on the 
market.

The St. Lourence water power project has been buffeted about by 
every wind of doctrine for a generation.

Now few persons in the first weeks of Congressional debate 
have talked about the probable real causes arriving out of general 
need for the reappearance of this measure. The real cause is doubtless 
power shortage in New York State. Not long ago the Electrical < 
World reported that a large power company in the St. Lawrence 
region had asked several large industrial establishments to curtail 
power uses. Not only in the northeast, but power shortages in the 
northwest have also reached alarming proportions. If public power 
development/ in Oregon and Washington were not returning millions 
of kilowatts to the power pool, these states would be industrially 
paralyzed.

The power houses proposed in the St. Lawrence waterways pro
ject effronting the international rapids section would develop more 
than twelve billion kilowatt hours of energy a year. Local labor 
unions have supported this measure.

To this writer the St. Lawrence proposal suggests several im
portant principles:

Need, not ideology, usually settles most economic and political 
questions.

There is a colossal demand for power in this country. This will 
continue. That power must be supplied.

Labor has more than ordinary interest in the St. Lawrence and 
other such projects. Full employment cannot be maintained without 
two measured: (1) adequate manpower, and (2) adequate electric 
and mechanical power.

There. is no use talking about full employment without a strong 
underpinning of power, power, and more power. American workers 
are preeminent in production because each worker commands about 
seven horsepower of energy. (A British worker commands only about 
three horsepower.) This ratio must be increased. Labor has a re
sponsibility in seeing that its philosophy of full employment is 
backed by sound technical policies.

-------------------------*-------------------------

-------- ------------*--------------------

WAR ON SMOKE BLIGHTLos. ANGELES county has started a comprehensive anti- 
smoke program to insure' residents getting full value 

from the California sunshine. Other cities with smoke prob
lem® might follow suit.

The American Public Works Association reports that 
an air pollution authority has been ap|M>ir»ted with broad 
powers to enforce anti-smoke regulations throughout the 
county as well as inside the city of Izis Angeles, lake other 
metropolitan cities, Los Angeles’ soot and smoke problem is 
aggravated by fumes from industries outside city jurisdic
tion. Experts agree that smoke control is most effective if 
tackled on a county-wide or regional basis.

State legislation made possible creation of the Los An
geles air pollution authority. County-wide smoke control has 
also been authorized by action of Milwaukee and Pitts
burgh. The Los Angeles authority has powers to license 
all places in the county which generate noxious fumes, ex
cepting private homes. License will be issued only if fume
eliminating equipment is installed. To curb home-created 
fumes, trash-burning schedules are being drawn up which 
will take advantage of regular daily wind shifts. Revocation 
of operating licenses rather than fines will be the penalty for 
industrial violators of anti-smoke regulations.
I --------------------★---------------------

WEIGHTY PROBLEM FOR SENATOR TAFT

A Washington woman had a problem, so she calk'd.the of
fice of Sen. Robert A. Taft (R., O.) and said to one of 

.e Senator’s assistants:
“Mr. Assistant, choice meat is being sold right here in 

the District of Columbia to meat hoarders at $2.50 a pound 
for de p freeze storage. Don\ you and Mr. Taft (the Senator 
was not in) think that is—shall we say—a little teeny bit 
too much?”

The Assistant pondered and—s’ help us—this is what 
he came back with:

“The Senator feels that there are so many imponder
ables tied up with that question that it will have to lie 
studied and weighed before he or his party come to a de
cision.”

According to Funk & Wagnalls’ Dictionary, “imponder
able” means “without weight.” Now Sen. Taft is going to 
“weigh” that which is “without weight.” Maybe he can use 
the Republican “anti-inflation bill” for a balance on the 
scale. Surely, that is “without weight.”
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By J. ALBERT WOLL and HERBERT S. THATCHER

(Members of the law firm of Padway, Woll, Thatcher, Glenn 
serving as general counsel for the American Federation of Labor)

This is the seventh of a series of articles to be published by the 
AFL Weekly News Service in refutation of an article appearing 
in the Saturday Evening Post which praised the Taft-Hartley law 
to the Author of th<? Post article was J. Mack Swigert, law 
partner of Senator Robert A. Taft—enough’ said.

NO. 7—THE “SO-CALLED 14 PRIVILEGES” OF THE 
TAFT-HARTLEY LAW—(Continued)

11. “A Look at the Books”

The article rejoices in the fact that “For the first time in history, 
unions are required by federal law to supply . . . thdr own members 
with detailed information about union finances.” The article neglects 
to state that for miiny, many years the constitutions and by-laws of 
oyer 95 per cent of existing labor organizations have required periodic 
financial statements to be submitted to the membership, and that al
most all International Unions and the American Federation of Labor 
itself submits such information in the form of printed statements set 
forth in official publications.

Here again, we see a privilege which has already been realized by 
union members throughout the country. If there are any organizations 
which do not make such disclosures, certainly the American Federation 
of Labor has no objections to a law requiring the filing of financial 
statements, but the danger inherent in any such requirement as a 
condition of operation is that requirement might easily be converted 
into a licensing requirement. This would mean that labor organiza
tions could exist only at the pleasure of the state or other government
al body issuing the license.

The trade union movement in its day-to-day operation involves the 
exercise of the civil liberties of assembly and speech, liberties which 
the Supreme Court has constantly reiterated can be freely enjoyed 
without a license from government.

12. “Exemption from Personal Liability”
The “Post” article plays up the fact that under the provision 

making unions liable for breaches of contract, individual members are 
exempt from personal liability for damages arising because of such 
breach. Damages can be levied against the union treasury only. While 
this is a benefit which possibly may not have existed before (although 
even this is doubtful, since the new Rules of Federal Procedure made 
effective long prior to the Taft-Hartley Act permitted suits against 
labor organizations as entitles), the article neglects to state the impli
cations of the section of the act which makes it extremely easy to sue 
unions in the federal courts for breaches of contracts.

Congress has thereby directly encouraged resort to the courts 
rather thnn resort to the bargaining table as a means of settling dif
ferences arising over the interpretation or the application or the en
forcement of existing agreements. This encouragement fails to recog
nize that collective bargaining agreements differ greatly from the 
ordinary commercial agreement not only because of the human rela
tionships involved in the former but because of the fact that both 
parties to the collective agreement must, continue to live together re
gardless of who may win out in any lawsuit. It is for this reason that 
breaches or claimed breaches of union agreements are far better dis
posed of at the bargaining table than ip a court of law.

It is not difficult to imagine the repercussions upon our economy 
if unions chose to invoke this provision in the settlement of their 
claimed grievances, becaqsc each and every claimed grievance in
volves a breach of contract under which the union would be entitled 
to use.

Further, the article does not mention’how union treasuries may 
be depleted under another section of the act which enlarges the defi
nition of “agency” to make the union liable for the acts of alleged 
agents even though such acts were neither authorized nor ratified by 
the union.

Any democratic union necessarily has many so-called “agents,” 
such as committee chairmen, stewards, trustees and others of lesser 
stature than elected officers. Yet, if any of these agents participate 
in a wild-cat strike or breach of contract, the entire assets of the 
union might be taken in payment of damages for such action. These 
provisions are all the more reprehensible in view of the fact that, 
while unions may be subjected to law suits for wild-cat strikes, they 
are prevented from disciplining members engaging in wild-cat strikes 
through invocation of the union-shop clause against them.

This enlargement of the definition of “agency” is directly con
trary to the policy of (’-.ogress under the Norris-LaGuardia Act 
where under specific proof was required that alleged acts were actually 
authorized or ratified before the union could be held liable.

TAFT-HARTLEY LAW , 
EXPOSED!

The most intriguing argument advanced for the return of price 
controls since the death of OPA was handed to a group of flabber
gasted midwestern Congressmen last week. An Illinois rabbit-breed
er testified that inexpensive rabbit meat produced in quantities could 
help force down high meat prices. “But the trouble is,” he told the 
Congressmen, “rabbits need carrots but since the end of OPA car
rots have become too expensive to buy for rabbits. Now everybody 
knows that eating carrots promotes night vision and the reason that 
rabbits are so prolific is that they can see what they’re doing.” For 
the rest of the day the stunned Congressmen went about their work 
with thvir eyes glazed and their noses twitching ever so slightly.

Republican dope sheets reported gleefully last week that Demo
cratic politicians are appalled at the political capital the White Hous© 
has been throwing away. “A liking for dogs is second only to fishing 
as a snare for iotes,” they argue, but President Truman in recent 
weeks has given away to puppies. These critics’ failed to reflect that 
after the Congressional investigation into grain speculators, Truman 
probably figured there were enough bulls and bears in the adminis
tration that needed housebreaking first.

Pig business just smiled condescendingly at Bernard Baruch’s 
proposal for restoration of the wartime profits tax. But they waxed 
enthusiastic over the idea of freezing wages and adding longer hoars 
and overtime. Communists that contend that capitalism is incapable 
of planning don’t know what they’re talking about. With prices rising 
almost as fast as corporation profits it’s obvious that American cap
italists an? planning a new system wherein they alone will be able 
to afford the products they manufacture.

Probably the cutest employer’s trick reported so far in 1948 
backfired in Chicago last week. Workers in an aviation parts plant 
had complained for five weeks about the cold. The owner consulted a 
firm’ of industrial engineers who recommended that the walls be 
painted a coral color. When this was done the complaints ceased and 
some of the workers, who were not told that the temperature had 
not raised, said they felt warmer. The boss almost dislocated a 
shoulder patting himself on the back, but somehow the secret 
leaked out of the front office. Three mornings later the boss came 
to work and discovered that an entire wall had been decorated with 
pictures of icicles, thermometers registering 10 below zero, people in 
heavy fur coats and even penguins. One week later the ^factory had 
a completely new steam-heating plant, and just as mysteriously one 
morning the wall was found covered with girls in bathing suits, palm 
rees and jungle scenes. 

The “cold war” between Americans for Democratic Action and 
Henry Wallace’s Progressive Citizens of America has taken on all 
the elements*of a Hollywood scenario on body-snatching. The anti
Communist ADA enrolled screen actor Melvin Douglas, but last week 
Communists and fellow-travelers proclaimed they had a much more 
gorgeous hunk of man. Gleefully they pointed out that Hollywood’s 
current heart-throb, Gregory Peck, had been elected to the 20O-man 
national board of PCA. But even while the Communists were glowing 
with self-congratulations, Moscow came thru with one of those per
iodic kicks in the teeth that American Communists have come to 
welcome because they prove that Stalin hasn’t forgotten about them 
altogether. The Bolshevik leadership denounced all American films 
as trash and promptly prohibited the display of any pictures of U. S. 
screen stars. The same treatment was given to American popular 
songs, especially one written by a couple of Chicago peasants called 
“The Mouzhik Goes Round and Round.”

_____ \
If ever there was a case of comic retribution it came last week 

when Sen. Taft and other Republican Congressional leaders selected 
Sen. Harry Cain (R., Ore.), a violent opponent of all rent controls, 
to draw up the new rent control bill. This done, the Republicans went 
to Philadelphia for a two-day business session and discovered with 
a shock a pious indignation that all of Philadelphia’s hotels are plan
ning to jump their rates 50 per cent to 100 per cent during the Repub
lican convention in that city in June. Said one amused notcl-keeper, 
“After listening to those Republican howls you’d think that GOP 
stood for ‘Grousing Over Prices’ instead of ‘Gorged on Profits’.”

Retail food chains and corporations have been earning the high
est rate of profit in their histories, according to the Agriculture 
Dep’t. But all is not happy on the food front. Wholesale produce deal
ers are raging at the meat packers for charging exoroitant prices. 
After the housewife buys her meat she doesn’t have any money left 
to buy vegetables, the produce men complain. You can call them 
runaway meat prices but it’s the customer that takes it on the lamb.

Senate investigators now admit that there’s practically no chance 

of the U. S. Government ever collecting any taxes on $117,000,000 in 
oil profits made by two American firms that incorporated in Arabia in 
order to evade taxes. Several of the Republican senators! who are 
anxious to have the $117,000,000 forgotten are the same men who have 
shown the greatest interest in taxing treasuries. As far as they’re 
concerned, the $117,000,000 is just a health-and-welfare fund for big 
businessmen who get less than $500,000 a year.

The first sitdown strike of 1948 occurred in New York when 
members of the Cafeteria Employes Union-A FL got tired of ticketing 
in the cold. All 50 of them trooped into the cafeteria, ordered one cup 
of coffee apiece, and sat down for several hours, thus stopping all 
other business. It was questionable technique because the pickets were 
non* demoralized by the cafeteria coffee than by the cola. In Mexico 
union members spent two frutiless years picketing an employer who 
refused to recognize the union. Finally, disgusted, they reported him 
to the federal government and asked that he be put out of business 
permanently. The government was only too glad to oblige; the em
ployer operated a gambling ship.

Maybe what the Republictn Party needs is some kind of thought 
control. In Congress Rep. Katherine St. George (R., N. Y.) said that 
women are too thin-skinned for public life. But in New York a Re
publican state senator introduced a bill which would require every 
train and suhway to have two cars exclusively for the use of women. 
Another Republican senator immediately announced that he would 
introduce another bill requiring two exclusive cars for men. Finally 
Republican presidential < mdidate Thomas Dewey in an address to the 
New York State Agricultural Society demanded a retucn to real 
capitalist competition and advistd farmers not to expand any further. 
This vote of confidence in the nation’s future was a bit puzzling at 
first until several members of the Society recalled that Dewey owns 
a huge dairy farm in Dutchess County that competes with smaller 
farms.

All the p~’:tical commentators contend that it will be a “hammer- 
and-tongs” fujit between Dewey and- Taft. Unless Wallace gets the 
Democratic nomination, and then it would be a hammer-and-sickle 
fight. ... ... J.  r
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