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Population Shifts Not 
Great In Postwar Years

New York City—The National 
Industrial Conference Board declar
ed there has been little redistribu
tion of population in the postwar 
period contrary to the expectations 
of many observers.

A major cause of the seeming 
permanence of the war-time shift 
in population, according to the 
board, has been the continuance of 
a high level of economic activity.

Since more than 50 per cent of 
migration in the postwar period 
has been connected in some way 
with employment, areas which re
main highly industrialized attarct 
the major portion of migration.
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AFL Drafts Program But 
Fails To Name Director

Penna. Afters 
Plan Counter- 
Attack On T-H

It’s so easy to be thrifty 

by saving a few cents each 
week until December ’47!

Reading, Pa. (LPA)—A confer
ence of several hundred unionists 
from eastern Pennsylvania and 
neighboring states is planned at 
Albright College here March 12 
and 13, to discuss the propaganda 
and political fight on labor, and 
to answer the important question: 
“How should workers fight back?”

The sessions, sponsored by the 
Conference of Eastern Penna., La
bor Lnions, will be addressed by 
Sen Claude Pepper (D., Fla.), and 
the presidents of the state AFL 
bodies in Pennsylvania, Maryland 
and New Jersey. In addition, ex
perts in the fields of politics, and 
propaganda—and the counter-wea
pons of political action and educa
tion—will lead discussions.

Reservations can be made ’thru 
Secretary John J. Louden, CEP 
CLU, 1211 Fox Theater Bldg., Phil
adelphia 3, Pa.

WILLIAM O’KEEFE
William O’Keefe, 80, retired pot

ter who lived at the Thompson 
Hotel, died Feb. 5 in City Hospi
tal three hours after he was ad
mitted, suffering from a heart at
tack.

Bom in Ireland, Mr. O’Keefe 
lived in East Liverpool for the past 
65 years. Known to his many 
friends as ‘Billie’, he retired 10 
years ago from the Edwin M. 
Knowles China Co., where he fol
lowed his trade as a warehouseman. 
He was affiliated with Local Union 
86, National Brotherhood of Oper
ative Potters.

He was a member of St. Aloysius 
Catholic Church and is survived by 
two nieces and two nephews.

NOTICE KILN DRA WERS
A special meeting has been call

ed for Thursday evening, Feb. 19. 
Business of importance will 
transacted and every member 
urged to be present—By order 
President.

Three Rail Unions 
Ask 30 Per Cent 
Boost From Board

Pres Truman Gives 
10-Point Program 
For Civil Rights

AF1 Repudiates Rival ' 
Entertainers’ Union

New York City (ILNS)—The ri
val “union” set up by Matt Shel- 
vel former administrator of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
has been repudiated by the Ameri
can Federation of Labor, the AGVA 
announced here. Shelvey is alleged 
to have launched an organization 
under a similar name last Decem
ber in Philadelphia after he was 
dismissed by the Associated Actors 
and Artists of America, parent 
body of all AFL entertainment 
unions.

In a letter to Paul Dullzell, presi
dent of the international board of 
the Four A’s AFL President Wil
liam Green said, “The American 
Federation of Labor recognizes the 
Associated Actors and Artists of 
America is the only . .. agency rep
resenting variety performers and 
night-clug entertainers, including 
circus and carnival entertainers.”

The difference had its beginning' 
last November, when Shelvey ask
ed for a leave of absence on a plea 
of sickness. The request was grant
ed and the, Four A’s AGVA exe
cutive comm itte was appointed to 
operate the union in Shelvey’s ab
sence. Subsequently the Four A’s 
charged the former administrator 
with attempting to take over the 
branch offices outside New York, 
and dismissed him.

Shelvey has begun litigation in 
the New York State Supreme 
Court for an injunction to restrain 
his successors from operating 
AGVA.

Then watch the silver 

stacked up into dollars 
when you receive your 
Christmas Club check!

eral AFL leaders for the job, but 
failing to get accptance from them 
voted to delay final choice until 
a meeting in Washington in March. 
Supporters of Bieiniller may bring 
his name forward again nt that 
time.

Another name mentioned is that 
of former Republican Congressman 
Charles LaFollette of Indiana, 
whose party dropped him because 
of his progressive views.

Meanwhile President Green and 
Secretary-Treasurer George Meany 
have been instructed to work with 
Joseph Keenan, theX'hicago AFL 
leader who has been named assis
tant LLPE director, in establish
ing a nation-wide political organi
zation.

Support for LLPE is expected 
from all AFL affiliates save the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters, whose 
president, William Hutcheson, a 
long-time Republican, has said it 
will set up its own political ma
chinery. Altho not enthusiastic, 
Daniel Tobin, president of the 
Teamsters, and veteran head of the 
Democratic Party’s labor division, 
is expected to cooperate.

- ter

Hatters Union Calls For 
Action To Stop Inflation

Atlantic City, N. J.—The execu
tive board of the United Hatters, 
Cap and Millinery Workers Union, 
AFL, called for the enactment of a 
5-point inflation-control program 
“to prevent a depression in this 
country and to preserve Western 
Civilization in Europe.”

The action was taken in a resolu
tion adopted by the 24-man board 
representing some 40,COO workers 
in this country and Canada. The 
program called for:

1. Limited price controls. 2. Ra
tioning of scarce consumer goods. 
3. Allocation of scarce raw mater
ials. 4. Restoration of an excess 
profit tax. 5. Control over banking 
credits and consumer credits.

“As for wages,” the resolution 
price control will remove the chief 
declared, “we say that effective 
pressure behind demands by labor 
for higher wages. We would rather 
have lower prices than higher 
wages because we have seen how 
the past two years prices have al
ways outrun wages.”

Cafeteria Union 
Signs T-H Non 
Communist Papers

50%

Washington (LPA) — The day 
after Labor Secretary Lewis B. 
Schwellenbach told a House subcom
mittee that he didn’t think the 
government should aid unions not 
complying with the filing require
ments of Taft-Hartley, the officers 
of Local 471, United Public Work
ers, filed their financial records 
and a set of non-Communist affida
vits. The local’s membership is on 
strike neainst the management of 
public building cafeterias in Wash
ington.

Earlier last week Schwellenbach 
had said he agreed with NLRB 
General Counsel Robert Denham 
that employers are free to bargain 
with 
this 
that 
such 
to the bargaining table.

Before the same subcommittee 
last week Abram Flaxer, president 
of UPW, refused to answer ques
tions about alleged membership in 
the Communist Party, as did local 
president Richard Bancroft and 
business agent Oliver Palmer. Ban
croft resigned as president of the 
local, while Palmer, as a trustee 
of the union, signed the denial of 
Communist affiliation. The action 
of the local does not make it eligi
ble for an NLRB certification elec
tion, as national officers have not 
yet complied.

Government Services, Inc., con- 
cessionnaire for the restaurants in 
federal office buildings whose 
workers went on strike over a 
month ago, claims it has hired 1000 
non-union workers and rehired 300 
of the strikers since approvimately 
1400 workers walked out. 
would be eligible to vote 
NLRB election.

Meanwhile a Detroit local 
W has demanded that Flaxer and 
other national officers also file 
Communist disclaimers, and that 
they go on record against the Wal
lace third party. Flaxer was one 
of the two executive board mem
bers who did not vote on the anti- 
third party resolution at last 
month’s board meeting.
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Rural Medical Service Hit 
As Grossly Inadequate

Cleveland, O. (ILNS)— At the 
present rate it will take more than 
ICO years to cover the nation with 
adequate rural medical service, 
Secretary of Agriculture Anderson 
told the American Medical Associa
tion.

He said prepayment plans for 
surgical and medical services, of
fered by state and county medical 
societies, have reached less than 1 
per cent of the country people.

There are only 13 rural coopera
tive health service associations, he 
said, having a general member
ship.

“Many medical societies,” he 
went on, “have not looked with 
favor on efforts by the general 
run of farmers to apply the famil» 
iar principles of cooperation to 
their medical care problems. Farm
ers often find it hard to under
stand opposition to their efforts 
along this line.”

Legionnaires Draft Plans 
To Beat Taft-Hartleyites

Chicago (LPA) — Meeting here 
last week, the executive council 
of the Nat’l Conference of Union 
Labor Legionnaires received pled
ges from mose major unions to co
operate with them in the defeat of 
Congressmen who supported the 
Taft-Hartley law.

Among the labor men who at
tended the conference in addition 
to the leaders of the trade union 
members of the American Legion 
were Lewis G. Hines, legislative 
director of the AFL, Meyer Bern
stein, CIO veterans director, and 
Glenn D. Houser, who spoke for 
the Brotherhood of Railway Train
men.

George Banfield, executive sec
retary of the conference, explained 
the role that the Labor Legion
naires will have in the campaign 
to defeat anti-labor Congressmen 
in 1948: “The veteran has got to 
know the truth about this vicious 
legilsation—the Taft-Hartley law— 
so that he can vote against it at 
the next election. We in the Con
ference of Union Labor Legion
naires plan to get this information 
out to him.”
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Washington (LPA)—This coun
try knows that democracy “offers 
a fuller, freer, happier life to our 
people than any totalitarian nation 
has ever offered.”

In fact, President Truman told 
Congress last week, “We know the 
way. We need only the will.”

Carrying out the proposals made 
by 15 prominent citizens who made 
up President Truman’s Commission 
on Civil Rights, he told Congress 
in a special message, involving 
these new pieces of legislation:

“1—Establishing a permanent 
Commission on Civil Rights, a 
Joint Congressional Committee on 
Civil Rights, and a Civil Rights 
Division in the Department of Jus
tice. 2 — Strengthening existing 
civil rights statutes. 3—Providing 
Federal protection against lynch
ing. 4—Protecting more adequate
ly the right to vote.

“5—Establishing a Fair Employ
ment Practice Commission to pre
vent unfair discrimination in em
ployment. 6—Prohibiting discrimi
nation in interstate transportation 
facilities. 7—Providing home rule 
and suffrage in Presidential elec
tions for the residents of the dis
trict of Columbia. 8 — Providing 
statehood for Hawaii and Alaska 
and a greater measure of self-gov
ernment for our island possessions. 
9—Equalizing the opportunities for 
residents of the United States to 
become naturalized citizens. 1(1— 
Settling the evacuations claims of 
Japanese-Americans.”

Chicago (LPA)—Three “operat
ing” Railroad Brotherhoods opened 
a battle before a Presidential Emer
gency Board here for a 30 per cent 
increase, and for changes in work
ing rules to correct inequities and 
injustices.

The three are the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers, Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Firemen & Engine
men, and the Switchmen’s Union. 
They represent about 200,000 work
er® in the train, engine and yard 
service.

These three had previously re
jected a settlement entered into 
several months ago by two other 
“operating” Brotherhoods, which 
called for a 15'XjC-an-hour increase, 
plus a number of revisions in work
ing rules. They fixed a strike date, 
but postponed the walkout 
the board was appointed.

One of the major points 
by the unions, through their 
sei, Clifford D. O’Brien, was that 
because of the long delays in dis
position of the dispute, the board 
should now regard the wage de
mand on a combination “second” 
and “third” round basis, and “make 
it effective as such.”

Considered on that basis, the 30 
per cent wage increase is fully jus
tified, O’Brien contended. He told 
the board also that a raise of that 
amount is also warranted by the 
rise in living costs since the unions 
received their last pay boost in the 
spring of 1916, and by other fac
tors, such as increased productivi
ty.

The unions brought a battery of 
general chairmen and workers 
from individual roads to testify in 
support of the demands.

Board members hearing the case 
are: Dr. William M. Leiserson, vet
eran in the field of labor realtions; 
W. Willard 
man of the 
tion Board, 
Bushnell of 
Court.
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JOHN DIMMOCK
John Dimmock, 307 Ridgeway 

Ave., died Feb. 8 in City Hospital, 
following a five-day illness. He 
was 67.

Mr. Dimmock was born in Eng
land and lived in East Liverpool 
for 50 years. He was a dipper 
and was employed by the Homer 
Laughlin China Co. He was 
member of Local Union 18, Na-' 
tional Brotherhood of Operative 
Potters, and of St. Stephen’s Epis- i 
copal Church.

He leaves four sons, John Dim
mock Jr., a member of Local Union 
86, N. B. of O. P.; George Dim-' 
mock of Cleveland, and Harold 
Dimmock and Lenord Dimmock of 
Toledo; two daughters, Mrs. May< 
Kibble of Detroit, and Mrs. Ruth ; 
McCain of East Liverpool, and a: 
sister in Newcastle, England. His 
wife, Mrs. Mary Runcliffe Dim- 
mock, died in 1942. |

Rites were held from St. Step
hen’s Episcopal Church by Rev.' 
Frederick T. Gillette, rector. Bur
ial was in Columbiana County 
Memorial Park.

UNFAIR TO THE DAIRY LOBBY!—Maybe you’re not this bold 
about the delights of oleomargarine, but here are some of the pe iple 
who are trying to make oleo (selling at less than half the price of 
$l-a-pound butter) available to the housewife without the unsavory 
job of blending the color in a bowl. A prohibitive tax on the sale or 
use of colored oleo, passed years ago under the prodding of the dairy 
products lobby, would be repealed if Indiana GOP Congressman E. 
A. Mitchell (hft) and Miss Muriel Farris of the League of Women 
Voters have their wav. Women’s and consumers’ groups are fighting 
for passage of one of seven bills lifting the exhorbitant tax on sales 
of yellow oleo soon to be the subject of hearings before the House 
Agriculture Committee.

AFL Union Selected 
Bargaining Agent

Baltimore — An AFL affiliate 
scored another sweeping victory in 
a collective bargaining election 
held here at the plant of the Na
tional Gypsum Co.

The United Cement, Limp and 
Gypsum Workers Union was select
ed as bargaining agent for com
pany employes by a vote of 105 to 
3 in favor of the union.
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Everyone’s Using 
Double Talk To 
Explain Oil Lack

Washingon (LPA)— Labor eco
nomists worrying over the problem 
of thousands of workers thrown off 
their jobs last week because of 
the fuel shortage came up against 
the following kind of doubletalk:

A representative of Esso Stan
dard Oil Co., explained failure of 
big oil companies to expand pro
duction capacity by saying that 
steel was the stumbling block to 
expansion. At the same time, the 
steel industry publication “Iron 
Age” reported that “the current 
gas and oil shortage has cut finish
ed steel output by more than 
000 tons in the Pittsburgh 
alone.”

The President of Sun Oil 
suggested wider use of natural gas 
as a solution to the problem. At the 
same time, 200,000 auto workers 
were made idle in Detroit by the 
natural gas shortage there. Rep. 
Ross Rizley (R., Okla.) topped off 
the week’s events by introducing a 
bill to strip the Federal power Com
mission of all control of gas pro
duction and rate control.

Rep. John E. Rankin (D., Miss.) 
suggested sarcastically in the 
House that New England and other 
areas short of fuel “secede from 
the union and get in under the 
Marshall plan.” Rep. John W. Hes- 
selton (R., Mass.) replied: “We are 
not prepared to accept that sug
gestion, but if something isn’t done 
about getting fuel our people are 
going to secede us.”

Meanwhile, home fuel users con
tinued to freeze in the east and in 
the mid-west, plants were closed 
down in five states. In New York 
City the public schools were closed 
to save oil. In New Jersey a group 
of veterans in a housing project 
started a rent boycott complaining 
that the kerosene they use as a 
substitute for oil has climbed so 
in price that their heating costs are 
now higher than their rents.

The Senate passed a $30,000,000 
appropriation for demonstration 
plants making synthetic fuel from 
coal and oil shale. Some of the ma
jor oil interests are opposing the 
plan suggested by Interior Sec
retary Julius Krug for a $9 bil
lion synthetic fuel program.

Sen. Styles Bridges (R., N. H.) 
and Rep. Charles Wolverton (R., 
N. J.) tried to push thru bills pro
hibiting oil shipments abroad, 
against Administration protests 
that such an embargo would have 
grave consequences in our foreign 
policy. Their bills were heartily 
endorsed by the Daily Worker.

Three congressional committees 
are now continuing hearings on 
various aspects of the oil shortage.

Miami (LPA)— The mid-winter4* 
meeting of the AFL’s executive 
council, and the administrative ccm-

’t.c of its Labor League for 
.jl\> iiical Education, adjourned last 
v.eek after having produced one 
of the most comprehensive pro- 
4>r.uns in the Federation’s 60-year

t iy, but without naming an
«, fXLl’li director.

The executive council followed 
up its endorsement of the Marshall 
plan with a plea for increased mili- 

‘t.iry appropriations. AFL President 
W.Ilian. Green, and Railway Clerks’ 
ci••< ftain George Harrison explain
ed that this action did not imply 
abandonment of the AFL’s tradi
tional opposition to peace time com-

. puliiury military training.
Solidarity \yas pledged to the 

fiirht of the Int’l Typographical 
Union, as a part of the campaign 
to get rid of the Taft-Hartley Act.

Deploring the inability of govern
ment employes generally to organ
ize for collective bargaining, the 

^AFL lent its powerful support not 
only to the pay drive of the Na
tional Ass’n of Letter Carriers, but 
to legislation for an $800 raise for 
all government workers.

While intensifying its interest in 
electorial action, the executive 
council unanimously declared its 
opposition to Henry Wallace’s third 
party on the grounds that it is 
Communist-dominated and aims at 
the election of reactionary isolation* 
j -t 4, as this would aid “Soviet Rus
sia’s expansionist policy.”

In an early session the council 
added a strong anti-inflation pro
gram to its demand for the repeal 
o£ Taft-Hartley as the key items 
in its domestic legislative program.

A subcommittee of the council, 
chaired by Harrison, suggested the 
nomination of Andrew J. Biemiller, 
former New Deal Congressman 
from Wisconsin, as head of LLPE. 
But before adjourning the council 
named Burton K. Wheeler, former 
Montana Democratic Senator, who 
had championed labor’s rights, but 
whose opposition to FDR’s foreign 
policy had forfeited him the sup
port of many trade unionists.

Wheeler stated from Washington 
that he was interested in the LLPE 
ot f'- r, but expressed some disagree
ment with the AFL’s previously- 
stated policy of making a Congress
man's stand on Taft-Hartley the 
key to his acceptability in 1948, 
and with Federation’s all-out sup
port of the Marshall plan.

After flying to Miami, Wheeler 
d< < lined the proffered job. OpjMisi- 
tiun to him had developed in the 
31-man LLPE administrative com- 
mitt**. Hugo Ernest, president of 
the Hotel & Restaurant Alliance 
spoke out against him for his iso
lationism, and David Dubinsky, 
president of the Int’l Ladies Gar
ment Workers Union, who as an 
executive council member permitted 
(he recommendation to be made 
^unanimous” in accordance with 
AFL practice, opposed its accep
tance by LLPJC.

Following Wheeler’s declination, 
the LLPE committee canvassed sev-

£

Columbus (LPA)—The Ohio AF 
L will move into high gear on its 
1918 political campaign activities 
after a Feb. 8 conference here 
which will set up Ohio's Education
al & Political League.

Delegates from neatly every AF 
L local union in the state, more 
than 2,000 in all, art* convening 
at Memorial Hall here to start a 
drive to register and vote every 
union member, and to replace leg
islators in state and federal law- 
making bodies who have demon
strated they don’t have the inter
est of the people at heart.

Soys Operators Don't Want 
To Use Money For Pensions

Washington (LPA)— Operators^—-------------- -—1------- 1----------------
of the soft coal industry showed1------- -- —
signs of the jitters this week as 
President John L. Lewis of the 
United Mine Workers served no
tice on them that the union stands 
ready o “take independent action, 
if necessary” in its fight for pen
sions for miners.

Lewis sent the notice as a re
sult of a long deadlock within the 
board of trustees which administ
ers the miners’ “Health and welfare 
fund.” That fund is financed by a 
lOc-a-ton “royalty” on coal which 
Lewis won in the last negotiations 
with the operators.

The fund is already over the $40,- 
OCOjCCO mark and, at the present 
rate of coal production, will aver
age $60,000,000 a year. *

Last year’s agreement called'for 
creation of a pension system, to be 
financed out of the fund. For 
months in the meetings of the 
board of trustees Lewis has been 
pushing for a plan to give $100- 
a-month pensions to retired min
ers who are over the age of GO 
and have at least 20 years of serv
ice.

Lewis contended the fund was 
more than ample to cover such a 
pension program, but the operators’ 
representative on the board, Ezra 
Van Horn, persistently “stalled” on 
the proposition and failed to make 
any acceptable counter-proposal, 
according to the union.

A spokesman of the UMW de
clared that “the owners’ strategy is 
to delay and delay, let the fund 
pile up, and then argue for a re
duction of royalties, but we won’t 
go for that.”

In his letter to operators, fore
warning them of “independent” ac
tion, Lewis pointed out that the 
issue “now constitutes an outstand
ing, unresolved dispute, national in 
scope and character, affecting the 
integrity of the countract and im
peding its fulfilment.”

Does that mean a new strike in 
the mines? Union officials wouldn’t 
say, and operators frantically con
sulted with each other in an effort 
to “dope out” what Lewis’ next 
move would be.

It was generally agreed that a 
walkout is not imminent, but that 
if the operators continue stalling 
and make no reasonable counter
proposal, the controversy would 
reach the strike stage by spring, 
by which time it is expected Lewis 
will also have served new wage 
demands.
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