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Dollars Don't Buy Health 
Care In Labor Britain

WHAT NEXT
An adjustable chair providing 30 different positions is being 

built in London. By slight pressure on a small panel arranged in both 
arm supports the chair can be made to tilt backward or forward and 
the seat will slide in any direction.

Knowledge Is Power
When our international was still in its infancy, when 

our local unions were numerically still weak and their re
lations largely confined to small, one-family-owned eating 
places, it was not necessary for the union’s of i leers to know 
a great deal. Contracts with employers quite often consider
ed of mere verbal understandings, and only in rare cases 
were they reduced to paper.

In this respect, radical changes have taken place dur
ing the past 10 or 12 years. The bulk of our members are 
now employed by some large hotel and restaurant" corpor
ation with its head and trunk in New York City and its hind 
tegs spread all over the United States, as someone has face
tiously remarked.

An unwritten contract is worthless today. These cor
porations can afford to hire smart lawyers, whose fees 
are projxjrtioned to their ability to beat dow nthe union’s 
just demands. But corporations are also tricky, and they 
have a habit of trying to wriggle out of complance with pro
visions in the contract to which they have agreed only re
luctantly. Doubtful clauses are always interpreted in the cor
poration’s favor. For this reason, every detail in the contract 
must be so clearly stated as to be subject to only one inter
pretation.

Of course, we too, hire lawyers, and for the most part 
they know their stuff. The time perhaps will never come 
that we can dispense with the assistance of an attorney. 
But we should not become entirely dependent upon his ad
vice on all problems confronting the union. Not all the 
union’s problems are of a legal nature, and we should try,, 
by reading, study and attendance at lectures, so to equip 
ourselves with knowledge hnd information on economic, la
bor and social questions as to enable us to advance a con
vincing argument not only in defnese of the particular union 
that we represent, but in defense of the union movement in 
general. In other words, we should train ourselves for effec
tive work as misisonaries in the cause of unionism.

State Political Action
Organized labor in 13 states were anti-union legislation 

has been enacted was dealt a severe blow when the National 
Labor Relations Board in a 4-2 decision ruled against hold
ing union shop authorization elections under the Taft-Hart- 
k*y law in states which have banned the union shop. The 
ruling in .effect removes all federal protection from existing 
and future state legislation prohil>tting compulsory union
ism, even where such legislation might effect employees en
gaged in interstate commerce.

Under this decision—the first on the question of wheth
er the state laws would take precedence over the Taft-Hart
ley law—so long as the present statutes remain on the lx»oks 
in these states, no union shop |m>11s would lx* conducted in 
Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Iowa, Maine, Nebraska, 
North Carolina, North Dakota, South Dakota, Tennessee, 
Texas and Virginia. This ruling means that in those; states 
Where proVision of state statutes are even more drastic than 
the requirements of the Taft-Hartley law, the former will 
prevail.

All this clearly outlines the vital need for effective polit
ical action on the part of labor in the coming elections and 
points to the fact that this political action must be effective 
in the state elections as well as federal elections.

Martin, Hedges Named To 
Inform Labor In ECA Set-Up

Washington (LPA)—Two more unionists have been named to im
portant posts in the Marshall Plan machinery.

President Harry Martin of the American Newspaper Guild-CIO 
go<~~ to Paris as labor advisor on the staff of Averell Harriman, US 
Ambassador for ECA. And in Washington, Marion H. Hedges, for 
23 years director of research and education for the lnt’1 Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers- A FL, and LPA columnist, is to become special 
advisor to Clinton Golden and Bert Jewell, top labor men in the ECA 
set-up.

ECA Administrator Paul Hoffman addressed a special telegram 
to the convention of the Guild in San Francisco, requesting the union 
to grant Martin a leave of absence. “I know Martin personally and 
have a high regard for him,” Hoffman win>d the delegates, “There is 
a vital function for him to perform in relation to the ECA program.” 

Martin, who is amusements editor of the Memphis Commercial- 
Appeal, has recently represented labor’s viewpoint at the UN ses
sions dealing with information and freedom of the press, both at 
Lake Success, and, last March, at Geneva.

Both Hedges and Martin are expected to handle information 
programs intended to keep US labor in touch with Marshall plan 
developments as they affect free labor and political movements in 
the nationst receiving the aid.

Since his retirement from the Electrical Workers last year, 
Hedges has played an active part in promoting a bill which would set 
up a labor extension service program in the Labor Dcp’t. He is tech- 

" nical advisor to the Tennessee Valley Authority Trades A Labor 
Council, and active in the Nat’l Planning Association.

Meanwhile, in Paris, the Consulative Trade Union Committee for 
European Recovery—which includes unions m the 16 Marshall plan 
countries and the US—has set up a plan to insure active cooperation 
between the unions and ECA.

The program, which will be discussed at a full session of the 
unions in London on July 29, calls for making the trade union commit
tee a permanent ad viapry body to the Marshall plan machinery on the 
continent, and to place European unionists actively taking part in the 
carrying out of the European recovery program.

Harriman spoke to the committee, pointing out tijat a precedent 
for full union participation had been set by the presence in ECA of 
labor men at the top levels, both in Paris and in Washington.

the? 
sophers, and statesmen are always seeking a method, for
mula, or system which will lead all people to the “promised 
land”.

The North Star is not fixed but travels in an orbit 
causing certain corrections to be made before the true North 
or azimuth can be accurately determined. Likewise the mag
netic North found on a compass is “off” and adjustments 
must be made to ascertain a Northerly direction.

Surveyors and astronomers have timetables to calculate 
and make adjustments of their instruments for any such 
deviations. Likewise any planned course must be elastic 
enough for changed in time and methods.

The political), especially before election, tries to find 
the quickest way out. It is usually a straight line but he does 
not follow even that. He compromises and uses the most ex
pedient scheme for the mofrient. He does not work out the 
problems for a long-range program. The Smith-Connally and 
Taft-I.lartley acts are typical examples of bad attempts to 
create good relations between labor and management. Em
ployers, themselves, soon discovered that the Smith-Connal
ly law did not work and they urged the repeal of that im
practical measure. Again management will join labor in a 
joint protest against the infamoirfTH law which will cause 
more industrial disputes and dissension than its sponsors 
promised that it would remedy.

The only true course for every {nember of a trade union 
and his family is to follow the little “signs”, known as Union 
Labels, Shop Cards and Buttons. Then he will find the best 
rout to security—security for a steady job at union W'ages 
which is the American standard set by organized labor.

. Well Deserved Excoriation
President Truman used some vigorous language in re

luctantly approving the so-called housing bill passed by the 
recent Congress session. But the language was none too 
sharp and workers generally will agree with the President’s 
assertion that the bill was another instance in which “the 
80th Congress has failed miserably to meet the urgent 
needs of the people.”

Truman said the bill was a “hasty patchwork” and 
“slipshod legislation.” It was passed, he said “in the final 
hours of the session, after the Republican leadership re
fused to permit the House of Representatives to vote upon 
the Taft-Ellender-Wagner housing bill. This bill bears no 
resemblance to the comprehensive housing program included 
in the Taft-Ellender-Wagner bill.”

’these are the shortcomings of the measure, the Presi
dent pointed out:

“It fails to provide for farm housing or slum clearance. 
It fails to provide for housing research, for financial assis
tance to large-scale home construction, or for encouraging 
large-scale production of prefabricated housing.

“It fails completely to aid in meeting our greatest hous- 
in not'd—low-cost rental housing. It makes no provision 
for publicly-assisted low-rent housing—or, in fact, for any 
rental housing.”

In summing up, this was the President’s “clincher”:
“The failure to pass decent housing legislation is a sad 

disappointment to the millions of our people who are so des
perately in not'd of homes and to the many members of Con
gress who tried so hart! to break the stranglehold of the 
little group of men who blocked a decent housing bill.

“We cannot accept as final a decision reached by such 
undemocratic methods. This is one of the many jobs left un
finished by the 80th Congress.”

Looks To Future
Lotiking ahead to ‘(future emergencies and contingen

cies,” the AFL United Textile Workers of America has 
started raising a voluntary defense fund. Purpose of the 
money, union officers explained, is to cover increased legal 
expenses for litigation under the Taft-Hartley law.

At the same time,.“raiding expeditions by the CIO rival 
union, the dangerous consequences of any future depres
sion, unemployment and all the evils that accompany them” 
are seen as other good reasons for raising the fund.

Campaign Fireworks Can't Obscure 
The Real Issues

Political fireworks, set off by the Republican Conven
tion in Philadelphia last week, are still making a lot of noise 
and there is going to be a lot more clamor before the Sum
mer is over. Already the noise is so loud that a lot of people 
are having a hard time keeping their mind on the important 
issues.

For the most part that is how the politicians want it, 
a vast sideshow intended to generate a lot of sound and 
fury and persuade the public by the sheer weight of oratory 
that something of great import is going on.

And of course something important is going on—the 
selection of the men and women who will form the Govern
ment of the United States. • v

Butif the politicians had their Way the whole perform
ance would be turned into a comic opera with political wise
cracking and back-scene maneuvering obscuring the serious 
business at hand.

In all of this political hoopla there is more method than 
madness. The Romans used to have a saying that it was 
only necessary for the politicians to give the people “bread 
and circuses” to keep them diverted and happy.

Politicans apparently haven’t changed much in the last 
2,000 years, for many of them are still clinging to this 
cynical view.

But many persons, and trade unionists bulk large in 
this group, are not as cynical as the politicians. They believe 
that a free and democratic people can govern themselves 
well and wisely and that the selection of the men and women 
to run the Government of the United States can and should 
and can be run on a plane above that of ward politics.

Amid all the uproar and hubbub of party politics these 
persons have learned to keep their eyes on the main issues 
and not to the confused by the myriad of arguments that 
are kicked up like dust to obscure the main questions.

For trade unionists, all extraneous issues aside, the 
burning and not-to-be-forgotten facts of this election year 
are these:

Either trade unionists will see to it that liberal con
gressmen and senators are elected, or they will have to en
dure a reactionary Government that doesn’t give a hoot for 
the rights of ordinary citizens or of trade unionists.

That means that every trade unionist has got to register 
and vote, and he has got to get his family and friends to 
register and vote, and he has got to support the candidates 
who are liberal and progressive.

We have enough faith both in American trade unionists 
and the American system of government to believe that the 
people are not going to be diverted by the sidc/show of a lot 
of campaign oratory this year. *

We believe the people have long outgrown the 2,000 
year old tradition of bread and circuses, and that the real 
ixilitical fireworks will come when the votes are counted 
next fall.—From The Machinist, I. A. M.

Union Label—Only True Course
The baffling problem of leaders in all ages is to find 
true course to follow. Industrialists, scientists, philo-

Lots Of OU For 1948 But 
What About Oil In 1958?

You wil probably be able to get gasoline for your summer vaca
tion—this year. In all probability, there will be oil for your oil burn
er this winter—at a price. Petroleum products will be available be
cause we are now producing oil at the rate of 5.4 million barrels a 
dav. Before the war it was 3.8 milion a day.

* Last year’s heating oil shortage, and this summer s spot gasoline 
shortages are caused mainly by hick of tankers and tank cars in 
which to ship our oil production.

But the fact remains that today we are using our oil, a precious 
natural resource, at an undeard of rate—and it looks as if we’ll use 
more every year. Today, we use 14 per cent more petroleum than, we 
Mid at the peak of the war when we were sending thousands of high- 
octane consuming bombers over Germany and Japan. .

No other nation produces or consumes as much oil as the United 
States. In fact, we consume and produce twice as much oil as the 
rest of the world combined . . . Two billion barrels a year.

At this rate—will you be able to get gasoline for your summer 
trip, or oil for your oil burner five or IM) years from today? Our 
present known supply will last 12 years more at the rate we are 
consuming it. Of course, new’ oil fields can be found—for instance, off 
our Gulf and California coast—but it is harder to find, and conse
quently hirher priced. We may find another 25. or 30 years supply— 
but each ji-ar’s operations are costlier.

For the first time this year it’s expected that the United States 
will have to import more oil than it exports—always before this we 
have exported some of our surplus. We are investing in the Middle 
East—where the oil fields are rich and hardly tapped. But in doing 
so, our diplomacy has acquired a faint smell of oil( and our military 
experts now fear that in event of war, this source would be closed to 
yp

We have invested in South America—where there is considerable 
'petroleum. American oil interests have invested elsewhere on the 
globe wherever the national governments will allow them to do so. It 
ishighly profitable to invest abroad.

’’ In spite of our great oil industry, and its overseas operations, we 
may be faced with a gradual dwindling of our oil supply—unless we 
increase our imports, pur ^domestic drilling operations, begin to de- 

"Vtlop synthetic noil production, and adopt an intelligent conservation!1-' 
program. *

As a safety measure for future national emergencies, and as a 
long run necessity, synthetic oil production must begin now, on a 
Urge si ale. The Secretary of Interior has recommended a program 
of development of synthetic industry. Government experts say synthe
tic gas and oil can be produced nearly as cheaply as natural gas— 
perhaps cheaper in a few years. And the raw materials of synthetic 
oh—coal, natural gas, oil shale and tar sands—exist in great abun
dance within our borders. Once we build a synthetic industry, we 
wouldn’t have to worry about an oil shortage for the next 200 years. 
By that time if not much sooner, atomic energy will have replac'd 
oil as a power source in most cases.

Of course, the oil companies are anxious to develop synthetic 
oil—in due course—but they are also anxious to keep the government 
out of the oil industry. That is why legislation to authorize some 
government financed construction of synthetic oil plants was stren
uously opposed by our oil companies.

Meanwhile, you’ll pay higher prices for fuel, and it will bo harder 
to get—until the oil companies are ready to start producing synthetic.

Rationing and conservation could prolong our national oil sup
ply—but Republican Congressmen don’t like the sound of the words 
—and the oil companies would rather sell all the oil they can at 
today’s prices.

And at some future date, if we were forced back on our own do
mestic supplies in order to fight another war, we might not be able to 
make it. We only won the battle of synthetic rubber in the nick of 
time—we might not have the time to develop a synthetic oil industry.

A strong government policy on oil would build the .synthetic indus
try—woukL adopt a nationwide conservation policy—and guarantee 
that the welfare of America’s consumers would be protected. But a 
business-dominated government—allowing anarchy to be our oil 
policy—guarantees nothing but the certainty of high oil prices, and 
stupendous waste of a vital natural resource.

Congress And The United Nations
. Failure of Congress to vote the $65,000,000 loan for 

construction of the United Nations headquarters in New 
'York City is a sad commentary on the state of American 
'public affairs. It illustrates the confusion of a majority of 
our legislators who for the sake of playing shoddy politics 
are v i I ling to jeopardize earlier American commitments to 
the cause of world peace and cooperation, symbolized by the 
United Nations.

Those are harsh words. Unfortunately, they are true. 
It has apparently not occurred to the members of Congress 
to weigh the consequences of their failure to redeem the 
pledge to the United States toward the relatively simple un
dertaking of building the future world capital on American 
soil. These consequences h'ave been stated by Charles W. 
Hanson president of the powerful New York District Coun
cil of Carpenters, in a message to Congress, which makes 
plain that “failure to act is likely to be interpreted as anoth
er example of the shortcomings of the 80th Congress.”

Theh New York labor leader also warns of widespread 
Unemployment among the carpenters and building trades 
workers now engaged at the site of the UN project, if the, 
money is not forthcoming. Unimpeded construction of UN 
headquarters, he emphatically notes, is “not only in accord 
with the wish of the people to see the United Nations firmly 
established on the free soil of the United States; it also 
benefits the national economy by furnishing employment to 
our workers and creating job opixirtunities in the fall and 
winter, when private construction work slackens.”

Perhaps iti s not too late. Perhaps, Congress, after th<^ 
Republican and Democratic Party shindigs, will reconvene 
and pass this and other legislation fbr .<which the people an
xiously wait. We hope it will. Menn while, we strongly en
dorse President Hanson’s proposal of an immediate $25,000,- 
000 grant from Reconstruction Finance Corporation funds 
as a tangible proof of American earnestness toward the 
United Nations.

NEWS and VIEWS |
! E By ALEXANDER S. LIPSELL (An ILNS Feature) |

The Republican hoopla in Philadelphia is over. Some 1,500 dele
gates and innumerable visitors attracted by the quadriennial circus 
of American party politics sweated it out under nightmarish television 
and movie lights. After five days of dull oratory and even duller 
antics the Dewey-Warren ticket was bom. It is a strong and capable 
combination, to be tested, for better or worse, on Nov. 2.

A columnist’s lot is to measure the political sex appeal of the 
candidates and tell in whispered asides of smoke-filled rooms where 
the usual deals—so dramatically denied and yet so true—were cooked 
up. Well, that is not my purpose. Instead, I want to pay my respects 
to the man who lifted this dreary convention to a level or near-great- 
nees. The man who accomplished the superlative feat was Herbert 
Hoover.

The former President’s speech had a grandeur and a purpose 
which no American cpuld have missed. He said the things that needed 
to be said at this juncture. He placed the doings of man in their 
proper perspective, and above all he gave the convention a meaning 
and a message.

But rather than interpret the words of America’s elder states
man, here are the closing paragraphs of this address. They will be 
remembered as long as America has a historical destiny to fulfill.

“Unusual responsibilities devolve upon this convention. There may 
be some of you who believe that you have come here only to pass 
upon a platform and to select candidates for President and Vice- 
Presideirt. Your greater task by far is to generate a spirit which will 
rekindle in every American a love not only for his country but for 
the American civilization.

“You are here to feed the reviving fires of spiritual fervor which 
once made to word American a stirring description of a man who 
lived and died for human liberty, who knew no private interest, no 
personal ambition, no popular acclaim, no advantage of pride or 
place which overshadows the burning love for the freedom of man.

“Great as your problems are, they are no greater than Americans 
have met before your time. You are no less able and courageous than 
they were. What you say and do here is of transcendent importance.

“If you produce nothing but improvised platitudes, you will give 
no hope. If you produce no leadership here, no virile fighter for the 
right, you will have done nothing of historic significance. If you follow 
the council of those who believe that politics is only a game to be 
played for personal advantage, you are wasting youn time and effort. 
If you calculate what wil please this or that little segment of our 
population, and satisfy this or that pressure group of sectional in
terest, you will be betraying your opportunity, and tragically missing 
the call of your time. If you temporize with collectivism you will 
stimulate its growth and the defeat of free men.

“If, on the other hand, as a mature and inspired political party, 
you face the truth that we are in a critical battle to safeguard our 
nation and civilization which, under God, have brought to us :i life of 
liberty, then you will be guided in every step to restore the founda
tions of faith, of morals, and of right thinking.

London (LPA)—From July 5 onwards, medical and dental service) 
will be available without payment to everyone who lives in Great 
Britain. Just as every family has for generations been able to send 
its children to the public school system without any money changing 
hands, so now it will be able to deal with sickness in the family.

The Nat’l Health Service will not, of course, be “free”—any 
more than the public school system is really free. Its cost will be fairly 
spread over the whole community and over the whole of the people’s 
working lives, instead of being concentrated at the time when the in
dividual can least afford it—that is. when he is ill.

The fact that ill-health is to be freed from financial anxiety 
arising from the cost of treatment is a matter of great medical im
portance. It means that no one need delay seeking treatment for fear 
•of what it is going to cost. Thus, earlier treatment should be encour
aged, and the chances of recovery should be correspondingly increased: 
Furthermore, no doctor need worry, on the score of finance, tfbbut 
ordering any treatment his patients may need.

For the service wil be complete. It will cover every form of 
treatment that is required, whether from the family doctor or special
ist, clinic or hospital, masseuse or nurse. Medicine and all types of < 
appliances— glasses, hearing aids, etc.—will be available without cost.

It will not be compulsory to use the new service. Somy doctors will 
stay out of it all together, and will continue private practice as before. 
All doctors can have private patients, as well as those coming to 
them under the national service. But it is expected that dnly a small 
■minority will be willing to pay twice for medical service—once as 
individuals, and again as taxpayers. If the Nat’l Health Service is the 
success that everyone is confident it will be, even this minority should 
steadily grow less.

How are the doctors taking it? After a brisk battle with Aneurin 
Bevan over the details of the scheme, the British Medical Ass’n has 
given it is blessing. Says its chairman, Dr. H. Guy Dain: “The pro
fession -wil Ido its utmost to make the new service a resounding suc
cess.” A few bitter-enders will retire from work; some others will 
carry on with what remains of private practice. But the great ma
jority are coming into the Nat’l Health Service.

The happiest people in Britain are the progressive doctors be
longing to the Socialist Medical Ass’n. Eighteen years ago they or
ganized, and raised the banner of a Nat’l Health Service. Four years 
later the Labor Party made it a part of its program. Now it is a fact.

Said Dr. Stephen Taylor, Labor MP, who went into politics to 
remedy the social evils he encountered in his practice:

“The Labour Government’s Nat’l Health Service Act is neither 
the beginning nor the end of the job of building a real national health 
service for Britain. But in this job it is the most important step we 
have taken so far. It is a step which will be successful only if it is 
backed up everywhere by a v’ell-informed and enthusiastic public. This 
is going to be our health service. Each one of us will be able to have 
our say in how it is run. For this service will be made and molded by 
public opinion.”

Perhaps the most striking new feature promised by the Service 
will be the Health Centers. It will be the duty of country and munici
pal councilse to build and equip these centers, and provide them with 
equipment and clerical staff. Here six or eight dovtors will work to
gether as a team, pooling their knowledge and experience. They will 
be able to plan their work in shifts; thus it will be easy to get hold 
of a doctor in urgent cases, and the doctors themselves will be able 
to do better work because they will not be continuously tired out.. 
Doctors’ wives and families will heartily welcome this new arrange* 
ment. 9

THE SHIP OF STATE I
By RUTH TAYLOR S

Many centuries ago a Chinese philosopher wrote of government: 
"The king is the boat; the common people are the water. The water 
can support the boat, or capsize it.”

What was said then of ancient China is true today of our modern 
democracy. Our government requires the support of all the people— 
or it sinks. “Government" does not mean particular leaders, but it 
does mean the republican form of rule and the democratic way of life.

We elect our own leaders after free and open discussion. We, 
through them, make our own laws. We, through them, delegate cer
tain powers to our Chief Executive. Therefore, it is up to us to sup
port the boat of our own building—to abide willingly and cheerfully 
by the laws we have a part in making, and to carry our full share o* 
the load.

Organized Labor alone is not the common people. But Organized 
Labor plus the unorganized workers, plus the farmers, plus the bank
ers, the lawyers, the doctors, the preachers, the housewives—all taken 
together are the common people.

The party in power, those who hold public office, are not alone 
the king or the boat. They are but a part of the whole and they sail 
or snig as they are supported by the people.

How we come through the perilous times ahead—through the 
heat of a political campaign, through the turmoil of embroilment and 
war threats in the remaking of a devasted world—will depend upon 
our selves. There must be no tidal wave of demands by any one group 
to swamp our Ship of State. There must be no eddying whirlpool of 
international conflict to suck it down into the depths of the Sea. There 
must be no hidden sandbars of resistance on which it might founder.

We have seen what has happened when the ships of other coun
tries have disintegrated. We must support the boat of our way of 
life, for, if it capsizes! the argosy of the hopes and dreams of com
mon people the world over will go down with it.
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