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to the overwhelming majority of 
the people of the nation.”

U.* S. Savings Bonds provide a 
means for the best possible educa
tion for your children.

Building Apprentices In 
Construction Field 
Continues To Rise

MARTIN
Funeral Home

Notwithstanding 
that it's had its faults, 
only party labor can go

It’s so easy to be thrifty 
by saving a few cents each 
week until December ’47!

Then watch the silver 

stacked up into dollars 

when you receive your 
Christmas Club check!

they actually helped to elect 
reactionary Congress. By vot- 
this year, they can sweep it 
of power and restore liberal 
decent government to our

■j** ,•

Seven Floors Of Quality Furniture And AS Furnish 
ings To Make A House A Comfortable Home.

ILO On Side 
Of Progress', 
Fenton Says

First National
East Liverpool's Oldest Bank 

Member F. D. L C.

Swedish Cooperatives Gain

Stockholm (ILNS)—The Swedish 
Cooperative Union now has more 
than 870,000 members. The number 
of branches is 706, of which 675 are 
consumers organizations. The net 
increase of new members last year 
amounted to 25,615 households. 
There are today 7,177 stores, and 
the number of employes is almost 
32,000.

Wholesale Prices 
Set New Record; 
Hit 148-Year Peak

Washington—Wholesale prices, 
as measured by an index of 900 
commodities priced by the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, pushed upward 
to shatter all known records dating 
back to the year 1800.

The new record was set for the 
week ending July 17 when the in
dex, paced by a 3.2 per cent jump 
in food prices, rose 1.3 points to 

cent 
per

Bedding--Curtains 
Drapery—Rugs—Carpets 

Paint—Appliances

Whitney Asserts 
Democrats Winning

We are equipped 
render complete Funer
al and Ambiance Ser

vice, Promptly.

Housing Action, 
Price Cuts Can’t 
Wait Until fa. 1

More Union Shop 
Gains For UAW

Support Norman Thomas
New York (LPA.) — Novelist 

James T. Farrell, chairman of the 
Independent Voters for Norman 
Thomas, announced last week that 
a number of labor and liberal lead
ers will support the Socialist Par
ty’s campaign. Among them are 
Joseph Schlossberg, secretary-em
eritus of the Amalgamated Cloth
ing Workers, Ben McLaurin, inter
national representative of the Bro
therhood of Sleeping Car Porters- 
AFL, and Emanuel Novogrodsky, 
executive secretary of the Jewish 
Labor Bund.

Established 1880 East Liverpeel, Ohio
Convenient Terma

Court Backs Firing 
A Nonunion Ex-GI

Philadelphia— The United States 
Third Circuit Court of Appeals 
ruled that an honorably disi rged 
veteran’s refusal to join a union 
which holds a closed shop contract 
was “just cause” for firing h’rr.

Judge John Biggs, Jr., hai.ced 
down the unanimous court opinion 
that since closed shop contracts 
were legal before the Taft-Hartley 
Act, an employe was bound by such 
a contract when he sought job 
benefits of the Selective Training 
and Service Act. •

To permit a nonurtion veteran to 
work in the face of the conditions 
of the agreement that all employes 
must belong to the union, Judge 
Biggs said, would be forcing the 
employer to violate the union 
agreement

'Ulwaukee (ILNS)—Local unions 
sU...ated with the United Automo

le Workers of America, AFL, are 
continuing to roll up overwhelm
ing victories in union shop refer
enda, according to reports received 
at the UAW-AFL international 
headquarters in Milwaukee.

Local 731, representing workers 
at the Peerless Co., Grand Haven, 
Mich., scored a clean sweep with a 
100 per cent endorsement in its 
vote. A similar outcome was re
ported in another Grand Haven lo
cal when v ’kers at the Oldb' rg 
Manufactur e Co. (Local 7r.) 
echoed similar sentiments in the 
NLRB vote recently.

At Jackson, Mich., Local 670, 
representing workers at the Kelsey 
Hayes Whe>-I Co., rang up a 90 
per cent majority in favor of this 
type of union security.

T eal 685 of Kansas City sent its 
mtn.oers to the polls with such 
effectiveness that only 2 negative 
votes were counted.

-

CROOK'S
“THE BEST PLACE TQ BUT AFTER Atf-’

its new dizzy level, 168.9 per 
of the 1926 average, and 12.4 
cent over a year ago.

The BLS announcement of 
wholesale price jump came on 
eve of the special session of Con
gress called by President Truman 
to tackle as its main objective the 
high cost of living. The President 
has given inflation control legisla
tion top priority on the proposed 
legislative program he will request 
of Congress.

The likely effect of such rising 
wholesale prices for consumers will 
be to boost the consumer’s price 
index, which has already surpassed 
World War I records, still higher, 
thus placing an even greater 
squeeze on the average American 
consumer.

Since the latest BLS report on 
prices ddes not include the recent 
price increase announced by the na
tion’s huge steel industry, the out
look for consumers take on an even 
more frightening aspect. The 9 per 
cent steel price increase will un
doubtedly be reflected in higher 
costs to the public for everything 
ranging from ships and highway 
bridges to tin cans and bobby pins. 
Any boost in the price of a basic 
commodity like steel generally re
sults in higher prices all along the 
line from the original producer to 
the ultimate consumer.

The prior record for the BLS 
wholesale price index was in May, 
1920, following the first World 
War. The index then stood at 167.2.

The new index increase was 
caused by boosts of 32 per cent 
for the week in average food prices 
and 1 per cent in average farm 
prices.

Food wholesale prices were 5 per 
cent higher than their highest point 
last January. During the July 17 
weke,. meats advanced “sharply,” 
BLS said, with pork 5 per cent 
higher and mutton up 60 per cent.

Wholesale price increases for 
lard, sugar, coffee and wheat flour 
helped shove average food prices 
up to a point 5.8 per cent higher 
than a month ago and 13.8 per cent 
higher than a year ago.

Among farm products, price in
creases for livestock, eggs and feed 
contributed to the rise in that 
group.

The BLS began keeping the 
wholesale index in 1890 when the 
agency was part of the Commerce 
Department. BLS has been in the 
Labor Department since that de
partment was created in 1913.

As historical background for its 
own statistics, the BLS has adopted 
wholesale indices prepared by a 
committee for Congress for the 
period between 1800 and 1890 and, 
prior to that, by civilians whose 
work is accepted as the most ac
curate f gures availal'e for the pre- 
.800 ('a.

Washington (LPA) — “High 
prices are not taking time off” un
til after the election campaign, 
President Truman told an unfriend
ly special session of Congress, 
gathered in Washington’s swelter
ing summer heat to act, the Presi
dent said, on two major items—the 
cost of living and the lack of hous
ing.

“We cannot afford to wait for 
the next Congress to act. We can
not risk the hardship of eight 
months of high prices.” He pointed 
out that rising industrial prices— 
especially for steel—are just as 
dangerous as food prices.

The Democrats’ candidate for re
election made it clear that he con
sidered civil rights measures, while 
important, not the number-one job 
of the special session. He delivered 
a veiled warning to his southern 
Democrat colleagues that civil 
rights battles should not interfere 
with the prices and housing actions.

Truman coupled his bill for 
standby price control powers and 
the power to ration scarce and es
sential commodities, with a reqnest 
for stand-by wage controls. The 
President explained that “rising 
wages and rising standards of liv
ing based on increasing productiv
ity and a fair distribution of in
come, is the American way. Non- 
inflationary wage increases can and 
should continue to be made by free 
collective bargaining. Where the 
government imposes a price ceil
ing, wage adjustments which can 
be absorbed within the price ceiling 
should not be interfered with by the 
government.”

Point one in the President’s anti
inflation program is re-establish
ing an excess profits tax. Restora
tion of controls on instalment buy
ing and other forms of consumer 
credit, more power to the Federal 
Reserve Board to limit bank credit, 
regulation of speculation on the 
commodity exchanges, allocation 
and control of scarce materials, 
strengthening of rent controls with 
adequate enforcement funds, are 
all points on the list Truman gave 
to Congress.

After housing and prices, Tru
man listed seven other measures, 
already well on the way thru the 
Congressional mill, on which he 
asked action. They are: 1—Federal 
assistance to the states to meet the 
pressing crisis in education. The 
meausre he asked has already been 
passed by the Senate. 2—Raising 
the minimum wage to 75c and then 
to $1. 3—.Extension of social se
curity benefits. 4—Improvement of 
the current Displaced Persons Act, 
granting a loan to permit the 
United Nations to build permanent 
headquarters in the US, and rati
fication of the international wheat 
agreement. 5—Additional funds for 
federal power developments. 6 — 
Fairer federal pay scales. 7—Civil 
rights bills.

! Another Top Official . 
Leaves Labor Dep’t.

J Washington, D. C. (ILNS) — 
Resignation of Assistant Secretary 

' of Labor John T. Kmetz and the 
, formal acceptance by President 

Truman of the resignation of Un
dersecretary of Labor David A. 
Morse have been announced by the 
White House. The resignations, 
following the death recently of Sec
retary Schwellenbach, leave the La
bor Department with a single offi
cial permanently in its top com
mand—Assistant Secretary John 
W. Gibson.

Kmetz, formerly an official of 
the United Mine Workers, asked to 
be relieved of his duties July 15. 
He wrote the President he was 
forced to resign “because of condi
tion# at home which require my 
continued presence there.”

Resignation of Undersecretary 
Morse to become director general 
of the International Labor Office 
was announced several weeks ago. 
He will leave the government post 
Aug. 2.

Morse, once general counsel of 
the National Labor Relations 
Board, became an assistant secre
tary July 1, 1946, and undersec
retary last August. Kmetz has been 
with the Labor Department about a 
year. He is from Nanticoke, Pa., 
and was president of the Pennsyl
vania Federation of Labor in 1929 
and 1930.

May Hiring Rate 
Below Pre-War Time

Washington, D. C.— The hiring 
rate for manufacturing industries 
continued at 40 for every 1,"|,|> 
employees on the pay roll in May 
despite the shorter workmonth, the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. S. 
Department of Labor reported here.

Although the hiring rate did 
not decline, as in previous years, 
it remained below the level of any 
May since the prewar period.

The anticipated seasonal rise in 
lay-offs also failed to materialize. 
As the quit rate also declined from 
30 to 28 per thousand during the 
month, total separations were re
duced to 43 per 1,000 employees. 
This is a continuation of the gen
eral down-trend in separations 
since the end of the war, indicat
ing both continuous high lew-L of 
industrial activity and the increas
ing stability of the workforce.

Only four of the durable goods 
industry groups maintained or in
creased their hires during May. 
With increased coal supplies, the 
basic steel industry hired addition
al workers and kept lay-offs to 
negligible proportions.

A sharp rise in the lay-off rate 
for the radio manufacturing indus
try reflected a seasonal decline in 
orders and some plant conveiiions 
to the production of television sets. 
Hiring hates were low in all 
branches of the electrical machin
ery groqp.

Philadelphia (LPA)—The coolest 
spot this LPA reporter found at 
the hot Democratic convention last 
week was also the most optimistic 
one. It was the corner room of A. 
F. Whitney, president of the Bro
therhood of Railroad Trainmen, in 
the Bellevue Stratford Hotel.

Ignoring the noise from a Wal
lace sound truck on the street nine 
floors blow, the white-haired la
bor chief asserted convincingly that 
he is for Truman and that the 
Democrats will win this election. 
Whitney, who was a delegate-at- 
large from Ohio, was most enthu
siastic over Sen. Alben Barkley’s 
keynote speech. “It was a wonder
ful review of what the Democrats 
have done in the last 16 years,” he 
said. “The Barkley address took 
the gloom out of things.”

The 75 year old railroad man 
showed a lot more spirit than most 
of the younger delegates. “Some 
people are defeatist,” he complain
ed. “They give up without even 
trying. Republican propaganda is 
swallowed by Democrats.” He 
handed me a copy of the BRT’s 
latest radio program which pro
claimed that the Democratic par
ty is not doomed. “We’ve got to 
go to work,” he insisted. “The word 
failure isn’t in our vocabulary. If 
be can defeat Joe Ball and others 
we will have accomplished wonders 
and the 81st Congress will be more 
careful about its attacks on or
ganized labor. We’ll win in ’48 and 
then we’ll talk about ’50 and ’52.”

Although the Democratic plat
form had not yet been completed, 
the rail union leader had heard 
that it would be satisfactory to la
bor. Appeal of the Taft-Hartley 
Act, and good planks on housing 
and full employment, he predicted 
would be included.

The railroad unions do not come 
directly under the jurisdiction of 
Taft-Hartley, but Whitney had no 
trouble answering the question as 
to why he is so intensely interested 
in repeal of the anti-labor law. 
“Under Taft-Hartley,” he pointed 
out, “Judge Goldsborough alleges 
he finds the right to prohibit col
lective bargaining by issuing an 
injunction against three railroad 
organizations asking for decent 
w’ages. Only with the spirit of 
such a law to back him up could 
he get away with it.”

As for Dewey’s record, the Train
men’s head was quick to point out 
its shortcomings. The GOP candi
date, he declared, “has placed a 
crown of thorns upon the brow of 
state employes by prohibiting them 
from exercising the right to strike.”

He described the New York gov
ernor as “a cruel, ruthless prosecu
tor. With Dewey, any man brought 
into court is guilty.” In fact, he 
summed it up, “He is the least de
sirable candidate the Republicans 
could have nominated—aside from 
Taft and Joe Ball.”

Since Whitney was in the throes 
of composing three speeches—one 
to present to the convention the 
next day and two for raido appear
ances that evening, we only had 
time for one more question. Here is 
what he considers the most import
ant reason that labor should sup
port the Democratic party:

“The Republican party is a rich 
man’s party. They openly admit 
they’re against labor. They are sup
ported largely by the NAM, the 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Association of American Railroads. 
There is no possibility for labor 
to get anything from the Republi
cans other than crumbs that fail 
from the rich man’s table.

“The Democratic party has poli
tical renegades in the 80th Con
gress but on the whole has been 
the peoples party. It brought full

NAT PRUNES SE TONI ....
Wa i ii u m (LPA)— Members 

of one of the two unions who have 
boon on strike against Nat’l Air- 
Jin>» for six months wil start to 
gu back to work uu .Aug. 2, it was 
announced jointly by the NAL 
president and President Harvey 
Bro * I of the Int’l Association of 
Machinists this week.

Ti e agreement L tween NAL and 
the IAM, which was certified over 
a year ago in an NLRB vote as 
bargaining represertative for the 
line’s clerks, provide.- that all IAM 
strikers will be reinstated without 
loss of‘seniority by Aug. 14, and 
that n» g >tiati ms on a contract will 

u.i.nin day®.
Meanwhile, Wr. Kington repre

sentative Larry Cates of the Air 
Line Pilots Ass’n-AFL said that no 
talks had as yet taken place be
ta, en NAL and the pilot.-, who 
have likewise been on strike be
cause of a series of long-standing 
grievances, some dating back sev
eral years.

The pilots, like the IAM, had 
agreed to accept the orders of a 
fact-finding board appointed un
der the Railway Labor Act, and to 
bargain with the airline manage
ment. President David Behncke of 
the ALPA wired NAL agreeing to 
meet, but NAL at the time the 
IAM agreement was announced had 
still made no reply. Cates indicated 
that the pilots would continue to 
picket NAL ticket offices and to 
do “sky writing” over airports 
where NAL planes take off—New
ark, Washington, Miami, and New 
Orleans—for which the strike has 
become famous. s -

CBS* “Crime Photographer” and 
cast on its Fifth Anniversary. 
Staats Cotsworth, who stars as 
Casey, newspaper photographer, 
and Jan Miner, his leading lady, 
look over the Certificate. ■

I

Whereas, Almighty God in His infinite wisdom, has seen 
fit. to take from our midst our kind and generous employer 
Mrs. E. C. Bachman whose every thought was for the wel
fare of the employees of the Carr China Co., and

Whereas, We the employees of the Carr China Company, 
affiliated with Local Union 98, National Brotherhood of 
Operative Potters, shall cherish and respect the memory of 
her pleasant manner, and as evidence of sympathy arid 
esteem, it is hereby further,

Resolved, That we extend our profound sympathey to her 
family, a copy of this resolution be published in our offi
cial journal, The Potters Herald, a copy spread upon the 
minutes of the Local and a copy sent to the bereaved family.

MARTHA HINES, 
GEORGE POWDEN, 
FLOYD IL

M - •• 1

Kansas City, Mo. (ILNS)—Ex
pressing the opinion that the spec
ial session of Congress will not take 
effective action on vital issues, 
President William Green of the 
American Federation of Labor said 
that in his opinion, the greatest 
gain that can be deprived from 
the session is in the field of public 
political education.

"President Truman,” Green de
clared at a mass meeting arrang
ed by Labor's Educational and Po
litical Club of Kansas City, “has 
put Congress on the spot. It can
not squirm off that spot. It must 
act on the problems he presents for 
its consideration or be judged for 
the failure to act by the American 
people. With the November elec
tions approaching, the voters will 
have the reactionary record of the 
80th Congress fresh in their minds, 
unless the politicians figure 
some clever schemes to make 
public forget that record.”

Green said that “of course
special session will give the 80th 
Congress an opportunity to redeem 
itself and correct its past mistakes. 
I devoutly hope that it will. But 
if you were to ask me whether 
there is any basis for such hope, I 
would have to say no. In view of 
the past record of this Congress 
—perhaps the worst record in our 
national history—it would be un
duly optimistic to expect it to take 
effective action in dealing with the 
vital problems confronting our de
mocracy.”

The AFL chief declared that it 
is the hope of the reactionary poli
ticians “that they can fool the peo
ple again this year, as they have 
many times in the past, by heavy 
barrage of propaganda over the 
radio, in the newspapers and 
through other media of public ex
pression. We need only look back 
to the propaganda campaign which 
put over the Taft-Hartley Act to 
realize the danger of this weapon.” 

“Labor is determined,” Green 
continued, “that the American peo
ple must not be confused by false 
propaganda in the coming elec
tion campaign. To carry out that 
determination, we have establish
ed Labor’s League for Political Ed
ucation which is bending every ef
fort to bring home the truth about 
the record of the 80th Congress to 
the great masses of voters who 
work for wages.

“The American people must riot 
and dare not ignore that record nor 
forget it. If we wish to keep our 
democracy Strong and invulnerable 
against any attack from without 
or within, we must have a progres
sive and enterprising government, 
a government which* responds to 
human needs and is not exclusively 
concerned with the greedy motives 
of big business.

“We can have good government 
in America if all of our people 
make Certain to register and vote 
this year, remembering when they 
vote the disgraceful way the 80th 
Congress deserted their interests.

“We can have good government 
if we want it—want it badly enough 
to go to the slight trouble of ex
ercising our highest privilege as 
free citizens—the right to vote.”

In ending, Green said:
“I know some people 

‘what’s the use?’ They 
pressed by polls and
which are part of the reactionary 
propaganda campaign. They for
get that this 80th Congress was 
elected two years ago by only one- 
third of the qualified voters of the 
country. The other two-thirds just 
didn’t bother to vote. By not vot
ing, 
this 
ing 
out 
and 
country.

“I am confident that when these 
facts are impresesd upon the good 
judgment of the millions of Am
erican workingmen and women who 
form the backbone of our nation, 
they will march to the polls on 
Election Day and cast their ballots 
for the victory of progress 
black reaction.”

. *
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San Francisco (LPA) — 
Fenton, AFL internatknal 
sentative aqd US workers delegate 
to the ILO conference, said Last 
week that “The AFL ML ves tL r- 
oughly in the purposes of ti.e ILL.”

In a radio interview, Fenton stat
ed: “I think the ILO serves to bring 
the really farsighted employers 
and *a’<or k-ad< rg t"^»*fL<»r to v.<>rk 
'out i-.-tua. of their prob
lems, and thereby makes a real 
and lasting contribution to peace.”

Expressing his belief in demo- 
ct i ’c action, Fenton stressed that 
there “n .ust not be any semblance 
of dicta n to one country by an
other. For example, if American in
dustry attempts to interfere with 
those governn its which are try
ing to mainUu.i democratic "free
doms in Europe, even where some 
degree of nationalization of basic 
industries has been attempted, then 
the alternative will be the destruc
tion of free society in Europe and 
the substitution of some kind of 
totalitarianism.”

Fenton alsd said that many of 
the ILO’s accomplishme; * sound 
dull to the American public but 
mean a great deal to workers of 
“less industrially developed coun
tries. The revisions made in the 
conventions on night work for wo
men in industry, for example, make 
dull reading but mean much to the 
workers of distant lands.”

employment when there were 15,- 
060,000 people out of work. It es- 
stablished the NRA and the wage- 
hour law. It has generally been the 
savior of labor, 
the fact 
it is the 
to

AFL Official Scores 
Taft-Hartley Act

Watertown, N- Y. (ILNS)—Lew
is G. Hines, American Federation 
of Labor national legislative rep
resentative, vigorously attacked 
the Taft-Hartley labor law in an 
address to the 42nd annual conven
tion of the New York State Coun
cil of Carpenters, United Brother
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America.

“Propaganda, emanating from 
sources hostile to organized labor 
and the common people, played a 
leading part in preparing the peo
ple of our country for the enact
ment of the Taft-Hartley .Act and 
the so-called tax-reduction law,” 
he said.

“Let me suggest that we go for
ward with repeal of the act as our 
first goal. Nothing could be more 
discouraging to Joe Stalin and his 
Communist satellites than the re
moval of the Taft-Hartley Act from 
the statute books of this country.”

Public Political 
Education Gams 
Green Predicts

N. Y. Guild Splits On IUC
New York (LPA) — The New 

York Newspaper Guild, local affili
ate of the American Newspaper 
Guild was wracked last week by a 
battle over continued affiliation 
with the pro-Wallace Greater New 
York CIO Council last week. Ex
ecutive vice-president Thomas Mur
phy, recently elected to office at 
the head of a “right-wing” slate by 
a membership referendum, secured 
a withdrawal vote from the Guild’s 
executive board. Its “left-wing” 
members resigned. Then a meeting 
of the executive committee of the 
local’s assembly, made up of shop 
delegates, voted 35 to 29 to accept 
the “lefties” resignation. But later 
the same evening the assembly by 
a 38 to 16 tally repudiated the 
withdrawal from the IUC. A refer
endum in Septeftiber will finally 
resolve the issue. "

Mat’I Airlines 
Will Bargain 
With Machinists

Delegates To ILO 
Deaonnce Slavery

San Francisco—Delegates to the 
International Labor Conference 
heard Frank Fenton, United States 
worker delegate, denounce ‘‘human 
slavery” of “Red totalitarianism” 
in eastern Europe.

Mr. Fenton, international repre
sentative of the American Feder
ation of Labor, gave notice to the 
conference, which includes dele
gates from several of the "satel
lites” of Soviet Russia, that “the 
free trade union movement intends 
to take all practical measures to 
end forced labor in any form.”

“You here know,” he said, “that 
forced labor—human slavery of a 
particularly vicious sort—exists in 
some countries. I refer to the work 
camps of eastern Europe, where 
Red totalitarianism, like the foul 
black totalitarianism which is its 
twin, continue? to force men and 
women to work as slaves.

“Let me say here bluntly that we 
intend to tolerate no totalitarian
ism, whether it’s black or red.”

Mr. Fenton recalled that at last 
year’s Conference in Geneva a reso
lution was introduced by M. Jou- 
haux to pledge the held of the In
ternational Labor Organization to 
the Marshall Plan. The resolution 
was seconded, he said, by the gov
ernment representative of Poland. 
He added:

“Hie Marshall Plan was not im
perialistic then, and it is not im
perialistic now.”

Henryk Altman, government 
delegate from Poland, assailed the 
Marshall Plan.

In other action, the conference 
approved the seating of Leon Jou
haux, French anti-Communist labor 
leader, over the objection of Italian 
and Czechoslovakia delegates.

The Jouhaux matter reached the 
floor in a report of the credentials 
committee that found that com
plaints against the French leader’s 
selection as a delegate to be “with
out foundation.” M. Jouhaux heads 
the French Force Ouvriere, which 
split away several months ago 
from the Communist-led General 
Confederation of Labor in France.

The conference also approved a 
report of the resolutions committee 
which:

1. Urged the ILO to consider at 
an early conference ths condition 
of domestic workers. 1

2. Requested the ILO to study 
working conditions in the glass in
dustry.

3. Requested the office to study 
the conditions of aircraft personnel.

4. Endorsed the United Nations* 
Appeal for Children.

At its concluding meeting of its 
105th session, the governing body 
of the ILO selected Geneva as the 
site of next year’s ILO conference, 
and decided that the United States 
should retain its place among the 
8 states of chief industrial impor
tance which hold nonelective seats 
for government representatives on 
the governing body. The govern
ing body also set March 28, 1949, 
as the opening date for the 4th 
regional conference of the Ameri
can states members of the ILO to 
be held in Montevideo, Uruguay.

AFL For Congress 
Action On 5 Items 
In Special Session

Washington, D. C. (ILNS) — 
Enactment of legislation now on 
5 vital subjects was urged by 
George Meany, secretary-treasurer 
of Labor’s League for Political Ed
ucation, national political arm of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
on the eve of the special session of 
Congress.

“In a short session it is obvious
ly impossible,” Meany said, “to 
enact sound legislation on a mul
tiplicity of subjects. But there are 
5 subjects which are of vital im
portance to all the people of Am
erica, and these 5 subjects can be 
and should be dealt with at this 
session.”

Soaring living costs, housing, re
peal of the Taft-Hartley Act, 
health and medical insurance and 
increase of the minimum wage were 
the 5 items listed by Meany as 
calling for priority, qn the ground 
that they are “of paramount im
portance to 140,000,000 of the 145,- 
000,000 persons comprising our 
population.”

“Put first things first,” Meany 
said, outlining as follows the leg
islative program which he declared 
should receive priority from the 
very start pf the special Congress 
session:

“1. Effective legislation to re
duce the punishing high cost of 
living.

“2. Prompt passage by the 
House of the Taft-Ellender-Wag
ner housing bill, already passed 
by the Senate but bottled up in 
the House Rules Committee.

“3. Immediate repeal of the 
oppressive and monstrous Taft- 
Hartley antilabor act, which re
duces wage earners of the nation 
to second-class citizens.
. “4. Prompt passage of health 
and medical insurance legislation 
urgently needed by many millions 
of our agricultural population as 
well as -by -low-income families in 
the towns and cities of the nation.

“5. Passage of legislation to 
raise the minimum wage to $1 
an hour.”

Meany emphasized that the peo
ple of the nation will be looking to 
the special session to take action 
to “curb inflation, provide housing 
for the millions who now lack ade
quate housing, repeal the Taft- 
Hartley law, provide health and 
medical insurance legislation and 
boost the minimum wage for the 
protection of our most precious as
set, the people who are America.”

“It would be regarded as unfor- 
givable,” the LLPE officer declared 

• “if Congress at this very short 
special session, at which time ob
viously will be limited, were to elect 

’ to shunt aside these measures which 
are obviously of prime importance

Boss Mustn’t Threaten 
To Move, NLRB Holds %

Washington (LPA)—Employers 
may not threaten worker-, ah^ut 
to vote for union representation, 
with closing down a plant and mov
ing their business, the NLRB re
peated this week. The case in qm -s- 
tion was brought by the United 
Paperworkers of America - ( IO 
against the Hinde & Dauch Paper 
Co., of Richmond, Va.

Althcxh th* NLRB refti-rated 
its fork—r ru-ings that threats to 
move, and quizzing employees 
about how they’re going to vote 
constitute interference with the 
workers’ right to a free voto in an 
NLRB election, it also reaffirmed 
its recent decision that making 
workers attend company meetings 
denounHrg unionism is a legiti
mate exercise of “free spec h.”

The Board voided the “no union” 
vote that resulted from employer 
coercion and ordered a new elec
tion at the Richmond plant.

Washington, D. C. (ILNS) — 
The number of apprentices in the 
construction industry continued to 
rise, with 181,288 employed June 1, 
the Bureau of Apprenticeship, U. S. 
Department of Labor announced.

This represents an increase <A 2.4 
per eent over the 128,208 employed 
at the beginning of May. The June 
total, obtained from 6,901 reports 
from all parte of the country is an
other all-time high but does not 
represent complete coverage.

The largest increase was regis
tered in the pipe trades, in which 
the number of apprentices rose 
from 18,906 to 20,936 during May. 
All trade groups showed a gnin 
except painting and decorating, 
which dropped slightly.

A breakdown of the apprentices 
employed in other than fhe pipe 
trades in-tee construction industry 
June 1 follows: Woodworking 
trades, 47,019; electrical trade®, 19,- 
055; trowel trades, 18,075; -heet 
metal working trades, 10,881; 
painting trades, 9,007; other build
ing trades, 6,838.
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A Certificate of Commendation 
* ... for outstanding contribution 
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