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We Get Deeper Into Arab Oil
The American Independent Oil Company, headed by a former; 

Standard Oil official, gets a richer petroleum concession from thi 
Arab ruler of Kuweit. Thus, it joins the other big American oil cor* 
porations which, with the backing of the LT. S. State Department, have 
moved into the Middle East, next door to Russia.

If American boys are sent tn fight Russia, Middip East oil, and 
the fabulous profits from it, will be one of the main reasons.

A man once said that looks are more expressive than 
words—and cheaper, too.

lie did call a special session and he did place before 
Congress a program worthy of serious consideration.

He provided the GOI’-controlled body with an oppor
tunity to tackle the serious cost of living and housing pro
blems and to act on other important matters.

Congress not only muffed the opportunity but provided 
the nation with a disgraceful demonstration of its contempt, 
for the public’s respect.

The anti-Truman Southern Democratic bloc stalled the 
session with an anti-poltax filibuster—and the Republican 
leadership just stalled.

Parliamentary maneuvering was substituted for con
sideration of the problems at hand.

with the American Federation of Labor has inaugurated a 
novel means of honoring Labor Day by preparing an attrac
tive Labor Day greeting card, which will be sent to labor 
and business associates this year. The Card embodies as its 
central design a rotogravure reproduction of the Samuel 
Gompers memorial in Washington, D. C. g >

The following quotation in part from one of Gompers’ 
early addresses is also included: “I am keenly alive to then 
fact. . . that there are many ills from which the working*.'..; 
people of our country suffer, laws that are passed frequent- f 
ly being of a discriminating character against those who., 
possess nothing but their power to labor ... It seems to me^ 
that we have a right to demand legislation in the interest oft 1 
the wage-workers who form so large a majority, and cer-: 
tainly no unimportant factor to the wellbeing of our coun- ' 
try.”

The applicability of this statement in today’s affairs is? 
particularly surprising when one considers that it was made' 
in 1887—more than 60 years ago. \

In commenting on the Labor Day card, International 
Union President Lester Washbum said, “We in the UAW- * 
A FL are fully aware and appreciative of the long strides ' 
made by organized labor since the first Labor Day away 
back in 1882.

“We hope that this card will serve to remind all those* 
who receive it that labor has a heritage rich in tradition ■■ 
and accomplishment and that it will continue to fight for^ 
the rights of the average workers as it has done for these 
many years.”

The Public Is Loser
We won’t know until November—if then—who the 

winner was in the legislative-political sham battle that has 
been going on in Washington, but we can name the loser 
without any difficulty.

He’s known in many quarters as John Q. Public.
He’s the guy who’s been suffering from high prices and 

inadequate living quarters.
He’s the guy who’s been yelling that something should 

be done to curb inflation.
He’s you and me and the family that lives next door.
As this is written it appears possible that the GOP 

leadership may poke a puny finger or two into the holes 
through which the forces of inflation are gushing.

P>ut the leaders themselves had already made it plain 
they wouldn’t double up their fists and really slam away at 
the major causes of high prices.

As we said before, it’s a nauseating farce! ’

We Simply Don’t Care
We, frankly, don’t care whether pure humanitarian mo

tives or impure political motives prompted President Tru
man to call the 80th Congress back into session on Missouri’s

. 1

We’re Proud!
Cong. Clarence Cannon, Ninth Missouri District, spoke 

follows:
“We regard our Constitution with deep- satisfaction.

Especially, in the last decade, it has demonstrated its sup
eriority over every other form of government. However, 
there is reason to deplore the intense partisanship which 
always develops before elections and the extent to which 
newspapers try to convince or confuse the voter.

“But, after visiting countries of Europe, where free 
elections are rare and where newspapers print mere opinions 
and little news, our heart swells with joy when we hear an 
orator, on street corner or radio, lambasting the other, or 
when you buy a newspaper and can read the news, along 
with the political froth it wants to throw in.

“The U. S., with only 7 percent of the world’s popula
tion, uses 60 percent of all newsprint. You may not agree 
with all they say, but, God bless them, you have the fact 
and can make up your own mind. America is about the only 
country left where that is true.” We think Cannon (who 
voted against the Taft-Hartley Act, although the labor vote 
in his district is almost negligible) preached a pretty good 
sermon in the above remarks.

Battle Has lust Begun
A large group of business and industrial leaders is out 

to smash the unions, and statements to the contrary simply 
don’t make sense in the light of what’s been going on over 
the country lately.

Oh, sure, they’d be willing to tolerate worker organiza
tions called “unions” if these organizations “behaved them
selves” and didn’t ask for anything management wasn’t will
ing to grant. ;

They say—in print, at least—that they’re in favor of 
“responsible” unions but when they define “responsible” 
you learn that what they really want is a union set-up with
out power to enforce just demands.

The battle against unions, which nearly halted during 
the war, has just begun anew. The objective is th a same as 
ever, but some of the techniques are new.

One of these is trying to sell the public the idea' that the 
unions are to blame for inflation. *

The Awful, Awful 80th
A few weeks ago we hung the tag “Awful 80th” on the 

Congress that had packed up and gone home without tack
ling two of the nation’s most serious problems—inflation 
and housing.

Today we’re changing the phrase so it becomes “Awful, 
Awful 80th.”

That having been done, we now take off our gloves and 
wade into those august gentlemen who have turned the 
special session into a nauseating farce.

First, let’s dispose of the question of who’s been play
ing politics with whom.

Hary Truman, Tom Dewey, the Democrats, th*e Repub
licans, the Progressives and the Dixiecrats are playing poli
tics—clear up to the hilt.

And now let’s take up the question of who’s getting 
whacked over the knuckles by the fiasco on Capitol Hill.

Just take a look at your own hands, unless you’re roll
ing in profits, and you’ll find the answer.

The people, as differentiated from the special interests, 
are taking a beating.

They’re taking a beating on prices and housing and 
civil rights.

Maybe they’ll strike back in November, when the voters 
have their chance to express approval or disapproval of those 
up for re-election,

WHAT NEXT? k
In a new Houston supermarket, self-service customers sit in a 

chair and pick their food choices fron^ a moving belt passing before 
them.

Rerhefnber the days when the main beef about organized labor 
was that unions “try to put a brake on progress”? Remember the 
charges that workers would wreck new machines that displaced their 
fellows? And the other claims about superstitious fears making men 
and women refuse to work on new and unusual processes that they 
claimed were “dangerous”?

The 1948 labor movement is’nt plagued with these problems in 
any except a few isolated industries and localities. Instead, the be
ginning of the third year of the atomic age finds US unionists quiet
ly at work organizing employes in the new industries opening up, and 
efefctively extending the protection of organized strength to new 
fields.

Take the development of atomic energy, for instance. The first 
that most Americans knew about the harnessing of the atom’s power 
was on Aug. 6, 1945, when the first atomic bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima, Japan. However, the ton officials of organized labor had 
been taken into President Roosevelt’s confidence early.in the develop
ment of the “Manhattan project” and agreed in the interest of the 
war effort to hold off any organizing work among the employes at 
either Oak Ridge, Tenn., or Hanford, Wash.

Now, however, both A FL and CIO are strongly entrenched in th® 
Oak Ridge establishment, after what seasoned organizers call ofi’e of 
the toughest jobs in their careers Military security requirements, car
ried in many instances to extreme precautions, made workers inac
cessible to the unions’ spokesmen most of the time.

Both the Atomic Trades & Labor Council, a federation of AFL | 
crafts, and the Gas, Coke & Chemical Workers-CIO now have contrac-< " 
tual relations with the companies operating the Oak Ridge plant.

Inside the barbed wire fences of the Oak Ridge community, 
there is the beginning of what one day—given a decade or two of 
peace—will be a great industry. Already, the Atomic Energy Com- 
misison has told part of the story of how the hisotopes produced by 
the workers at Oak Ridge are at work in more than 300 laboratories 
and hospitals in this country and abroad, adding to man’s store of 
knowledge about himself and the world around him.

“Industrial power from muclear energy may be a decade or long
er in the future,” the A EC figures, but meanwhile, more than 1000 
differentr esearch projects using isotopes produced in the Oak Ridge 
“pile” are in progress. Of these, 83 are in the fiuld of industry.

Says AEC, “Jflanufacturers of steel,, machinery, rubber, gasoline, 
oil, plastics, rayon, chemicals, drugs, and a rapidly growing list of 
other products are looking to these researches to bring better and 
more economical production. Radioisotopes can be used on jobs rang
ing in the size from measuring imprities in a batch of molten steel, 
down to the invisible coating on a wisp of thread.”

The oil industry has used the isotopes in finding out how rubber 
vulcanization takes place.

“The future may see some manufacturing processes accelerated 
or produced at lower temperatures, and others rendered possible for 
the first time,” AEC predicts. “Radiations provide industry with a 
powerful and flexible measuring and analyzing tool.” Soon, radio
isotopes will be put to work in factories doing jobs that can’t be done 
nt all today—measuring the thickness and size of objects to millionths 
of an inch or of a gram, revealing the internal condition of apparatus 
such as corrosion inside a pipe, analyzing the quality of products, and 
even controlling the operation of production machinery.

This whole new world opened up by the harnessing of the atom’s 
power represents a long-term problem for unions in industries where 
the new technology will be used.

In our own generation, the whole enormous industry that has 
grown since the Wrights and other pioneers of the 1900|*s developed 
the airplane has seen unions growing up almost as soon as plants 
startl’d hiring workers. People who were called “hill-billies” and 
“Oakies” and “Arkies” are now building giant and intricate planes 
like the Lockheed Constitution, 180-passenger, 92-ton transport plane, 
the Martin Mars, and the military jet-propelled planes. And they be
long to unions. ’/JF

The first factory-built house to go into mass porduction, thl^ 
Lustron house, is made by union workers. In fact, long before produc
tion started, the company announced that it would operate with all
union labor, drawn from the same AFL Building Trades Dep’t unions 
that now construct the conventional wood and brick homes.

In television, there are still plenty of labor-management head
aches. A working agreemnent between electrical workers and stage 
hands unions has brought peace from jurisdictional disputes. But 
actors, actresses, and musicians, hard-hit by the decline of the legiti
mate theater and “economy” layoffs in Hollywood, are determined to 
protect their rights. They’re specially concerned about dual broadcasts 
on regular radio and TV. And about televising of movies, without 
any payment to talent for their part in the entertainment. This latter 
is much like the musicians’ complaints about the juke boxes. So far, 
long-term settlement has not been reached.

For if this is not dorte, all appeals and arguments must per needs 
fall on stony ground. It is not a question of what our press, standing 
by itself, can do for the good of labor. It is doing the best under most 
difficult conditions. Much is being sacrificed by editors and staff 
members on the never-ending uphill task of making the labor press 
the instrument that every active unionist wants it to be.
‘j., Just as the labor papers are to be judged by their performance 
gd fiiust the trade union movement be judged by its deeds toward 
the labor press. Both the trade union movement and the labor press 
have come to a point clearly marking what ought and must be done 
ir the workers’ cause is to succeed. Neither side must be found wanting.

Depressions In Boom Time
As we have expected for a long time, the price gouging 

spree upon which we seem to be embarked, is causing depres
sions in the midst of boom times. Many lines of business are 
hard hit. Luxury items, especially, are suffering. Some busi
nesses show drops of from 20 to 50 per cent, not only in 
dollar volume but also in unit sales. Needless to say, these 
industries are pinched on the profit-nerve.

Meanwhile, price resistance is increasing. The pressure 
is being felt in the meat business in particular. Rising food 
prices are forcing working people, who do most of the buy
ing, to forego all but the very necessary items. In large 
eastern cities, long lines of housewives form each day to 
buy bones: they cannot afford meat.

The farmer, of course, gets most of the blame for food 
prices. Though he admits a larger income, he blames the 
middleman for the consumer’s troubles, and no one has yet 
been able to fix the responsibility fairly. Probably both 
farmer and middleman are trying to take more in profits 
than the public can bear.

The farmer, however, is the only producer who has an 
^iron-clad, government-bossed cinch. There’s a floor under 
his prices, based on so-called parity. When farm prices skid 
because of other production, or because scarcity has been 
eliminated and prices might well go down, the government 
isteps in and buys so that farm prices are protected. They 
rail it “support.” The working man has no such “support” 
,for his income.
I Now comes an economist, Dr. O. B. Jesnesil, chief of 

rthe Agricultural Economics Division of the University of 
I Minnesota, with the warning that we cannot have economic 
health in this country so long as “agricultural leaders insist 
on arbitrary price supports, or other forms of government 
aids to avoid adjustment to changed conditions.” Which 
meant that the farm price support program is in reality a 
threat to our entire free enterprise system. Yet, who gets 
more benefit from free enterprie than the fanner?

Placing It Safe
Here are some Red Cross tips for avoiding accident 

trouble on Friday the 13th as well as every other day:
While the Red Cross doesn’t exactly advocate walking 

under ladders, it insists there’s more danger in tripping over 
a curb to avoid the practice.

It doesn’t find fault with shying away from black cats 
in one’s path, but feels it more ijnportant for pedestrians to 
keep out of the path of automobiles, black or any other 
color.

The worst thing about breaking a mirror is not 7 years 
bad luck, according to the old saw, but the danger of cut
ting one’s fingers on the broken pieces, the Red Cross con
tends. Sweep up the pieces with a broom and a dust-pan, 
the warning reads.

Finally, the Red Cross cautions the public to follow 
simple precautions to prevent accidents at all times, just as 
though every day were Friday the 13th.

WISDOM
Only lay down true principles and adhere to them inflexibly. Do 

not be frightened into their surrender by the alarms of the timid or 
the croakings of wealth against the ascendancy of the people.— 
Thomas Jefferson. .

' Foundations"

One Fake After Another
Some time ago the Carpenters Non-Partisan Committee 

’ of New York state called attention to the evil of so-called 
public opinion surveys. The chairman of the committee and 
president of the New York State Council of Carj>enters, 
Charles W. Hanson, denounced the ganging of public senti- 

: ment by unauthoried and unreliable polls as a fake and 
capable of doing great harm. That view is shared by all or
ganized labor and many citizens genuinely concerned with 
civic progress and a well informed public opinion.

But if public opinion surveys are misleading, and mean
ingless, the latest trick of “consumer surveys” is infinitely 
worst. They are meant to gyp the unsuspecting housewife. 
Under the flattering pretext of wanting her opinion on post
war problems, voting preferences, pending legislation, etc., 
they aim to get her name on the dotted line.

'■ The fake consumer survey works this way. Housewives 
are offered a few cakes of soap or other cheap hand-outs 
as a reward for answering a few questions. Once the alleged 
investigator has gone through his spiel, he proceeds to sell 
household utensils and other goods of often doubtful quality 
at exorbitant prices. Worse, the victim is often talked into 
signing some form of “questionnaire.” She discovers, usually 
too late, that it was a contract for the purchase of something 
she didn’t want in the first place.

Workingmen’s wives, harried by rising prices, will do 
well to keep the doors closed against the new plague. Con
sumer surveys are, as the National Better Business Bureau  
warns, a racket mush-rooming all over the country. They. Turnip Day, July 26. 
should l>e dealt with firmly, and if necessary by law, before 
they cause a lot of trouble.

‘THE PORTABLE VEBLEN' 
A GUIDE TO LIBERALISM

v By MORTON G. WHITE -‘U
^Professor of Philosophy, Harvard University

Thorstein Veblen was one of the most original economists America I 
ever produced, but like most original thinkers he could not remain in ' 
the narrow area mapped for him by professional academic surveyors. 
He ranged far out of his own field and trespassed on the neatly mown 
property of his colleagues in philosophy, biology, history, and socio
logy, thru the nettled brush of social and political criticism, and finally 
otit of the academic world. *

Like John Dewey, our most distinctive philosopher, his writing is 
difficult but powerful, forbidding at first but worth close study. And 
also like Dewey he was associated in spirit if not by membership card 
with the most emancipated and vital movements of his day.

Both of them contributed to that grass-roots intellectual liberal
ism which started at the turn of the century and flourished until the 
most recent calamities killed so much that was good and honest in 
American social thought. With men like Beard, Holmes, Parrington, 
and James Harvey Robinson, Beblen was part of the best tradition in 
American liberalism, a tradition he did not represent loudly but rather 
in the muted tones <ff irony.

In a new book called “The Portable Veblen” (published by Viking 
Press, N. Y., $2.00), Max Lerner has gathered together a group of 
selections which reflect the remarkable range of Veblen’s interest. 
It is prepared, not for the economist concerned with the details of 
Veblen’s evolutionist criticism of his predecessors (though it gives 
glimpses of that) but for the layman interested in a social thinker 
who for a generation supplied the labor movement, the left, and, the 
educated world with phrases like “conspicuous consumption”, “amiable 
inefficiency”, and “captains of erudition”. It succeeds thoroughly in 
accomplishing its purpose.

The central idea of Veblen’s thought is the view that capitalist 
society is dominated by two antithetical forces: business and industry. 
The first is interested in profit, the second in technological advance 
and efficient production for use. The history of society is a history of 
the struggle between them or other versions of then and altho Veblen 
disavowed faith in progress, his writings show an unmistakeable hope 
and even a conviction that industry would some day free itself from 

. the domination of business. Within this framework Veblen analyzed 
our economic system and made fun of its culture—the culture of the 
leisure class.

We feel as w'e read Veblefi as we feel when we read William James 
on social questions—that merican liberalism was once an honest, cour
ageous, and effective movement, supported by serious intellectual. 
foundations and implacably opposed to any kind of totalitarianism, r 
But today every one calls himself a liberal and the name has become 
politically useless (or perhaps all too useful as both Thomas Dewey 
and Wallace realize), merica still needs a political movement which 
will give practical expression to the needs of the labor movement and 
the noble dreams of Veblen and his peers.

UNION CAN ADAPT TO 
NEEDS OF ATOMIC AGE

Labor'. Heritage t "fhe Earth Shall Rise On
The United Automobile Workers of ATherfCM, affiliated I * 
the American Federation of Labor has inaugurated a r

I TELL THEM—OR SELL THEM?
I By RUTH TAYLOR H

iWM'tMiiN fli »<'«»»»»» I
When I was first starting to write, I was given a piece of advice 

by an old-time newspaper man—one of those curious individuals who 
shaped tha affairs of cities rather than just reporting the news.

He said: “When you write, you can do one of two things-. You 
can tell them or sell them. But never think you can do both.”

Labor stands at the crossroads today. It must decide whether it 
IS going to tell them or sell them.

Do you want to tell them? Then go ahead and point out the 
inanities of statement, the stupidities of logic, the utter inefficiency 
of your opponents. Play up in satiric phrase their shortcomings, their 
personal mistakes, their bad records. Plaster yourself with whitewash 
and paint them black with tar. It doesn’t make any difference who 
your opponent is. You can do it—for no one is perfect.

But now that you’ve told them—when’ did it get you? Sure, 
you’ve relieved your own temper—but you’ve made them mad, and 
the mud is going to start coming your way. And, brother, are you 
sure you can take what they will dig up? Are you sure your plaster 
won’t crack? And as for the general public—well, you’ve watched a 
fight—and weren’t your sympathies with the one who hud to fight 
back?

Why not try to sell them for a change? Dig out the facts—but 
let these facts be the fine things Labor has done for the nation and 
for the community as a whole. The strong stand Labor has taken on 
forward-looking legislation for all the people. What Labor has done 
to openly face the problem of discrimination and fight it inside its 
own ranks. The stand Labor has taken toward the unfortunate and 
the downtrodden in all nations. What Ijibor has done to promote free 
education, to give equal opportunities to all.

You have the story. Drive it home in measured speech, in cogent 
phrase, in facts. Back this up by action. And you will find that the 
people, who, unfortunately, do not know the truth, will listen and 
think it over, and ask questions, and remember when the day of rec
koning comes. You will build a base of common understanding. You 
will show the common denominator of belief and of desire for the 
betterment not just of Labor itself but of all the people.

As you sell, you will learn your own worth and your own strength. 
31 You will build yourself as you build for the Labor Movement. And 
j while you are about it— 
| Don’t forget to register! • • ■ r
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NEWS and VIEWS
i i By ALEXANDER S. LIPSELL (An ILNS Feature) ' ‘

A call to arms for an all-out drive in the labor press to arouse the 
workers to militant action in the Coming elections has been sounded by 
the American Federation of Labor and its political arm, Labor’s League 
for Political Education. In a circular letter to editors of all AFL pub
lications, President William Green and Secretary-Treasurer George 
Meany pungently observe:

“We feel that the labor press will be our only free and unrestrict
ed weapon in the campaign of 1948. Many other avenues of activities 
have been closed by the Taft-Hartley law . . . The United States 
Supreme Court (in its decision, June 21, freeing labor publications of 
the shackles of the T-H Act—Editor) has placed you in the front line 
of the battle. We know you will do your part, but we cannot help 
writing this letter to urge you to greater efforts because of the great 
danger threatening the organized labor movement in the United 
States.”

In a similar letter Joseph D. Keenan, executive director of the 
: LLPE, urges the labor press to “expand and devote even greater ef- 
* forts, if possible, between now and November 1, to protect organized 

labor against the present and proposed legislation.” And he asks these 
pertinent questions:

' “Does your paper reach all o^ the AFL members, and if not, can 
Vou arrange to have this done?

“Is it possible to add extra pages between now and election date 
which can be devoted to the issues that affect organized labor in the 
campaign?”

* Now these appeals, it seems to me, have a meaning not only for. 
Hie labor papers, but for all union members and friends of organized 
labor. It is up to them to give our press the influence which it rich
ly deserves and which will make it, as Mr. Keenan points out, labor’s 
most effi’ctive weapon in fighting its foes and supporting its friends.

There is no question that the labor press is ready to do its part. 
It would like to do all that the AFL heads suggest, and even more. 
But the answer rests with the rank and file of the union membership. 
If they give the labor publications of their communities strong support, 
the labor press will not disappoint them. z

But while the perennial issue of the labor press is again to the 
fore, I should like to address myself to the leaders and officers of the 
organizations that make up the powerful army of the AFL. I ask 
them point-blank:

What are you doing to enable the labor press to live up to the ex
pectations of the AFL leadership? What is your contribution? Your 

* treasuries are well filled; you have set aside large amounts for public 
relations, advertising, etc. Are you willing to give the labor press its 
due share, not as a favor or. a gift, but so that circulation and cover
age can be expanded, contents be improved, and in general everything 
be done to make the publicatiosn of the working people more influen
tial and capable of enlisting new readers from those outside the labor
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