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Atlantic City, N. J. (ILNS).—4 
Bitter denunciation of the Taft- 
Hartley Act and criticism of the 
Wage-Hour Act as obsolete be
cause of its inadequate minimum 
pay provisions featured opening 
sessions of the biggest convention 
ever held by the International Bro
therhood of Electrical Workers in 
its 57-year history.

About 2,500 delegates and as 
many more relatives and nondele
gate union members attended and 
hailed the progress of the organ
ization, which today has a mem
bership of over 450,000 covering 
all branches of the electrical indus
try in nearly 1,450 local unions in 
the United States, its possessions ‘ 
and Canada.

Daniel W. Tracy, president of 
the brotherhood and former Assist
ant Secretary of Labor, vigorously 
assailed the Taft-Hartley Act, de
claring the law was “intended to 
decimate the strength of organized

Faith does nothing alone—no
thing of itself, but everything un
der God, by God, through God.

? CHARLES E. MARTIN $
Sebring, Ohio—Charles E. Mar

tin, 72, of 606 West Ohio Avenue, 
a retired kiln placer, died Sept. 18 
in Yakima, Wash., where he had 
been visiting his daughter, Mrs. 
James Coughlin.

Mr. Martin, who had been a kiln 
placer at the Royal China Com
pany, retired three years ago. He 
was an honorary member of the 
National Brotherhood of Operative 
Potters.

A native of East Liverpool, Mr. 
Martin came to Sebring 29 years 
ago from there. He was a.member 
of First Presbyterian Church. His 
wife, Mary E. Martin, died six 
years ago.

Surviving are five daughters, 
Mrs. Coughlin, Mrs. William Hut- 
macher of Sebring, Mrs. Harold 
Ludle of New Milford, Mrs. Ver
non Woolf of Maywood, Calif., and 
Mrs. L. E. O’Hara of Los Angeles, 
Calif.; three sons, Corlet of Alli
ance, Harry O. of Canton and Earl 
Willard of Peoria, Ill., and 18 
grandchildren and two great
grandchildren.

Washington, D. C. (ILNS).— 
Plans are virtually complete for 
the organizational meeting of the 
President’s Conference on Indus
trial Safety, scheduled for Wash
ington, Sept. 27, 28, and 29. Maur
ice J. Tobin, recently appointed 
Secretary of Labor, is general 
chairman of the conference; Vin
cent P. Ahearn, executive secretary 
of the National Sand and Gravel 
Association, is executive director, 
and William L. Connolly, director 
of the Bureau of Labor Standards, 
is chairman of the over-all Coordi
nating. Committee.

Steering groups from the 7 tech
nical committees comprising the 
conference have held meetings in 
Washington recently to prepare 
action programs for the complete 
committees’ consideration at the 
forthcoming conclave.

On Monday afternoon, Sept. 27, 
Secretary Tobin will address the 
conference on “Labor’s Interest in 
Industrial Safety”; Admiral Ross 
T. McIntire, U. S. N. (retired), will 
speak on “Rehabilitation of the In
jured Worker,” and Carl Jansen, 
president of the Dravo Corp., Pitts
burgh, will speak on “Manage
ment’s Interest in Industrial Safe
ty." I

Permanent Organization Is Aim
The preliminary organizational 

conference will be followed by a 
comprehensive, nationwide meeting 
in March, 1949, to which represen
tatives of all interested groups 
throughout the country will be in
vited.

Present plans call for a perman
ent organization, extending to all 
parts of the country, with an in
tegrated, sustained program de-1 
signed to reduce the toll of 2,000,- 
000 injured, 17,000 killed, and 91,- 
000 permantly disabled by indus
trial accidents in 1947.

Aid German Unions 
Or Another War, 
U. S. Labor Warns

CHARLES C. JENNINGS
Charles C. Jennings, 37, of 1008 

Avondale St., a helper in the 
mouldshop at the Edwin M. Know
les China Co., died suddenly of a 
blood clot while at work Tuesday.

Mr. Jennings was born in East 
Liverpool. He worked at the Homer 
Laughlin China Co. before enter
ing the service and had been work
ing at the Knowles plant since his 
return in 1945. He was a member 
of Pvt. Eddy Post 66 of the Veter
ans of Foreign Wars and Local 
Union 22, N. B. of O. P.

He leaves his widow, Mrs. Nellis 
Cascio Jennings; two sons, Rich
ard Jennings and Raymond Jen
nings at home; his father, Ray G. 
Jennings, and his stepmother, Mrs. 
Ola Jennings, of East Liverpool; 
a sister, Mrs. Fred Hilliard, also of 
East Liverpool; three brothers, 
Donald W. Jennings and Harry M. 
Jennings of Newell and Robert T. 
Jennings of East Liverpool, and his 
grandmother, Mrs. Laura Jennings 
of East Liverpool.

and several stories in the SIU 
paper “Seafarers Log.” According 
to the Log, the shipowners are us
ing the issue as a total figbt on the 
maritime unions. The employers 
have pulled a lockout on Marine 
Cooks & Stewards, Marine Engine
ers Beneficial Ass’n, Marine Fire
men Oilers & Wipers, as well as 
SIU’s own affiliate, Sailor’s Union 
of the Pacific, the union paper lays.

It places the blame on the Taft- 
Hartley act which has given the 
employers the cue to “act like the 
highbinders they always are when 
they get the chance” and creates 
confusion which “Commie stooges 
like Harry Bridges and Hugh Bry
son have been quick to seize upon 
to assert their positions.” They 
agree with Bridges, tho, that “the 
dockworkers need the hiring hall 
for the same reason Seafarers must 
have it—as a solid protection to 
their wages and working condi
tions.’

HARRY E. POLLOCK
Harry E. Pollock, a potter, died 

Sept. 15 in City Hospital, following 
a three-month illness.

A son of Samuel and Christina 
Pollock, he was born in Cincinnati 
and came to East Liverpool when 
a youth. He was employed last as 
a turner by the Homer Laughlin 
China Co. He was a member of 
Local Union No. 10, N. B. of O. P.

He leaves a brother, Samuel Pol
lock, and two sisters, Mrs. Esther 
Harsha and Mrs. Isabelle Scott, all 
of East Liverpool, and two neph
ews and a niece.

Rites were held from the'Amer 
Home for Funerals by Rev. Stanley 
H. Mullen, pastor of the First 
Methodist Church. Burial was in 
Spring Grove Cemetery.

forts and greatly extended its un
dertakings in behalf of internation
al free trade unionism as a bulwark 
of democracy, equitable standards 
of life, decent conditions of work 
and interns tional harmony.

“It is in this spirit that the A FL 
heartily welcomes the historic de
cision of the Margate congress 
against the WFTU. We hail this 
decision which unties the hands of 
the TUC leadership and enables 
the great British trade union 
movement to take its rightful place 
in the front ranks of international 
labor, dedicated to the attainment 
of a world free from the fear of 
poverty and dictatorship and se
cure against the menace tqid hor- 

[rors of war.”

AND LOAN ASSOCIATION t 
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New York City (ILNS).—Wise 
cooperation of government, man
agement and labor in a sound pro
gram of accident prevention was 
urged by Gov. Thomas E. Dewey in 
a letter to Miss Mary Donlon, pre
sident of the International Asso
ciation of Industrial Accident 
Boards and Commissions. The mes
sage was read before 1,100 dele
gates from some 40 states, Puerto 
Rico and 8 Canadian provinces, at
tending the association’s annual 
convention.

Dewey declared that “now more 
than ever there is urgent need for 
cooperative action to check the ris
ing curve of work accidents.”

“There are too many, far too 
muny, avoidable accidents,” Dewey 
said. Although he noted that New 
York State Workmen’s Compensa
tion Board statistics showed that 
“as a result of adequate industrial 
codes and effective code enforce
ment, the ration of accidents dir
ectly attributable to dangerous, 
unguarded machines has been re
duced,” he declared that “accidents 
continue, nearly everywhere, to 
climb to new highs.” /

Washington (LPA) — Striking 
west coast longshoremen dast week 
were backed up by President Philip 
Murray in their dispute with the 
US Army.

Members of five unions, led by 
Harry Bridges of the Int’l Long
shoremen’s & Warehousemen’s Un
ion, accused the Army of strike
breaking after it turned down un
ion offers to help load army sup
plies for the south Pacific and by
passed the regular 
favor of recruiting 
the docks.

As the shipping 
its second week, Murray wrote to 
Army Secretary Kenneth Royall 
asking that the Army use the Cen
tral Dispatching Hall as it has in 
the past. “The men are ready, will
ing and able to work directly for 
the Army,” he said. “This action 
on your part will insure the prompt 
handling of army cargoes, which I 
know is your objective, and will 
prevent the army from lending sup
port to the employers in this econ
omic dispute by actions which are 
equivalent to the hiring of strike
breakers.

“The Army’s present announced 
policy of hiring off the streets can 
only prolong the labor dispute and 
make more difficult the achieve
ment of the mutually satisfactory 
agreement all of us wish to see 
take place.”

Since the strike began Septem
ber 2, the Waterfront Employers’ 
Ass’n. and Pacific American Ship
owners Ass’n have refused to nego
tiate for a settlement or cooperate 
in moving Army supplies. They say 
they will make no effort to reach a 
settlement until the union officers 
sign non-communist affidavits un
der the Taft-Hartley act.

Several independent stevedoring 
companies have signed contracts 
with ILWU granting 15c wage in
creases and retaining the union 
hiring hall. Murray suggested that 
Secretary Royall contract with 
these firms to move army essen
tials. The unions volunteered to do 
Army jobs for these companies at 
prestrike wages. Several hours lat
er, the Army offered such a con
tract to the Seattle stevedoring 
company of Griffith & Sprague. 
While the company was consider
ing the offer a representative of 
the Waterfront Employers Ass’n 
said: “If this goes thru, it is a com
plete backdown by the Army.”

Meanwhile, ILWU President 
Harry Bridges filed a $750,000 libel 
suit against WE A and the Pacific 
American Shipowners’ Ass’n, claim
ing that they had damaged him by 
calling him a Communist. Bridges 
himself led a picket line at Army 
hiring headquarters and told steve
dores who showed up there: “The 
Army is offering you jobs under 
civil service but the minute the 
strike is over you’ll be thrown out.” 
An ILWU statement declared that 
“the union intends to Resist this 
strikebreaking with all the re
sources at its command, including 
a call to longshoremen overseas to 
refuse to unload scab cargo at 
ports of destination.”

The same statement accused Pre
sident Truman and George Killion, 
former treasurer of the Democra
tic Party, of being behind the 
Army strikebreaking. The charge 
was picked up by Progressive Party 
candidate Henry Wallace in a 
speech in Chicago the next day.

The longshoremen’s union also 
made an indirect challenge to the 
rest of the labor movement with 
the statement: “If any labor union 
in the country, regardless of affili
ation or political or economic views, 
stands idly by while the Army en
gages in strikebreaking in behalf 
of a group of arrogant employers 
who will bargain with a union only 
if they can select the union’s offic
ers, then the organized labor move
ment and collective bargaining are 
on their way to extinction as free 
institutions.”

The Seafarer’s Int’l Union-AFL 
showed its concern in an editorial

Plans Completed 
For Conference On 
Industrial Safety

ACTUAL charges for 500 consecu
tive funerals conducted by the 
DAWSON " 
follows!
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“NEWS of the DAY”

T-H Act, Wage-Hour Law Assailed As 
Electrical Workers Open Convention

Musicians Move 
To Lift Ban On 
Making Records

New York (LPA)—The Amer* 
can Federation of Musicians-A FL 
thru President James C. Petrillo 
has begun another effort to reach 
an agreement which will make pos
sible the lifting of the union’s ban 
on making phonograph records, it 
was learned last week.

In place of the union-administ
ered welfare fund which was made 
illegal by the Taft-Hartley law, 
AFM is suggesting the creation of 
a trustee-administered fund. The 
union would retain a veto over the 
impartial trustee’s expenditure 
from the fund, which would be fin
anced by royalties from the sale of 
records, and used for the relief of 
unemployed musicians.

Record company heads are re
ported studying the union’s pro
posals but they still are n on-co Hi
rn i tai. ’

CHEMICAL WORKERS 
OPEN CONVENTION

Long Beach, Calif. (ILNS).— 
The fifth annual convention of the 
International Chemical Workers 
Union, AFL, opened here Sept. 13 
with welcoming addresses by Mar
shall Shafer of Los Angeles, 1CW 
vice president; Ted Merrill, presi
dent of the Long Beach Central 
Labor Council, and William F. 
Reardon, president of the District 
Council 5 of the ICW.

The new Secretary of Labor, 
Maurice J. Tobin, was scheduled to 
address a mass labor rally in the 
Long Beach Municipal Auditorium, 
climaxing the convention.

Other speakers on the convention 
program were C. J. “Neil” Hag
gerty, secretary of the California 
State Federation of Labor; Dan 
Flanagan, western director of the 
American Federation of Labor, and 
Louis S. Belkin, the ICW’a new 
general counsel.
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Army Charged With Strikebreaking 
In Longshoremen Dispute On Coast

Washington. — The American 
Federation of Labor called upon all 
other labor organizations to quit 
the Soviet-dominated World Feder
ation of Trade Unions.

Hailing the recent stand taken 
by Arthur Deakin, British union 
leader and president of the WFTU 
who declared the organization had 
been “captured” by the Commun
ists, a statement issued by the 
AFL said:

“There is no longer any reason 
for any self-respecting free trade 
union organization in the Old or 
New World to continue its affilia
tion with or contribute one cent to 

.. support the WFTU.”
In this hemisphere, the CIO is 

the principal affiliate of the inter
national labor body which also 
numbers as its members the Cana
dian Congress of Labor and sever
al Latin-American organizations. 
The AFL refused to become affiliat
ed and has fought consistently to 
undermine the WFTU’s influence 
in world affairs.

| "The AFL welcomes the crush
ing defeat administered to the 
Communist totalitarians by the 
British Trade Union Congress in 
session at Margate,” the statement 
said. “By overwhelmingly reject
ing all proposals to have the TUC 
reaffirm its support of the WFTU, 
British labor has rendered a signal 
service to the cause of true inter
national labor solidarity, human 
freedom, and world reconstruction 
and peace.

“The sound and scathing indict
ment of the WFTU, made by its 
president, Arthur Deakin, as a 
Cominform (Communist Informa
tion Bureau) fomentor of social 
disorder and promoter of economic 
chaos in the interest of Russian 
imperialist aggression will prove 
of inestimable aid in fostering a 
fundamental alignment in the 
ranks of international labor. Such 
realignment is an essential prere
quisite for attaining the effective 
labor support so indispensable to 
the success of the European Recov
ery Program.”

The AFL statement expressed 
the hope that “this authoritative 
declaration by one of the outstand
ing and most influential spokesmen 
of the powerful and forward-look
ing British lubor movement will 
finally dissipate all illusions that 
the Russians have been stopped in 
their use of the WFTU as a sound
ing board against the ERP and 
have been deprived of their best 
weapon in the ideological battle for 
European labor . . . .”

“The AFL,” it continued, “has al
ways stood for welding the firmest 
world bonds of democratic labor in 
a well-knit international federation 
of genuine free trade unions, un
ions free from domination by em
ployers, governments and political 
parties. We have from the very in
ception warned against the role of 
the WFTU as an enormous obstacle 
to international labor solidarity 
and to the effective mobilization of 
the working people for sound econ
omic reconstruction, social justice 
•nd lasting peace.

"The AFL has redoubled its ef-

Calls Upon All Labor To Quit WFTU; 
Hails Deakin’s Stand On Communists

"SO MUCH ... for so little" 
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Big Four Packers 
In Conspiracy To 
Keep Prices High

Chicago (LPA)—The “big four” 
in the nation’s meatpacking indus
try were charged with monopoly 
practices, in anti-trust suits filed 
here last week by the Justice Dep’t. 
The government also revealed that 
it proposed to cut the four— 
Swift’s, Armour, Cudahy and Wil
son—into fourteen companies which 
would be competing.

Here’s what the four have done 
to keep prices high and restrain 
trade:

1— controlling the price of meat 
which each company obtains for 
sale by controlling the amount of 
livestock each will purchase;

2— utilizing uniform cost form
ulas for arriving at selling prices;

3— selling at “loading” rather 
than “delivered” weights;

4— selling at substantially inden- 
tical prices and terms of sale.

Explaining why the suit was 
brought at this time, Attorney 
General Tom Clark said “no avenue 
must be overlooked to prevent the 
basic necessities of life such as 
food from falling into the hands of 
monopolistc groups.”

There has been “no effective 
competition” between the big four 
packers since 1893, according to 
Herbert A. Bergson, chief of the 
Anti-Trust Division of the Labor 
Dep’t. He added:

“They possess such tremendous 
power to suppress competition and 
the systematic use of that power 
is so deeply imbedded in their 
whole method of doing business, 
that nothing less that destruction 
of that power can provide an op
portunity for any real or effective 
competition in the sale of meat and 
the purchase of livestock.”

otherwise.
“The representatives of the 

Kremlin who foster the ideology of 
communism should not be permitt
ed to hold office in labor, manage
ment or civic organizations of this 
country,” he said. “If we are to 
curb cummunism in this country, 
we must curb its leadership—lead
ership which takes the working 
people down the cruel road to 
totalitarian enslavement.”

Says Labor Met Challenge
Tracy declared that both his un

ion and the AFL had faced the 
challenge of foreign isms during 
their existence. >

“The challenge has been met and 
overcome before by our own act
ion, without the intervention of 
government, and it is now being 
met and overcome in the same 
way,” he said..

The criticism of the Wage-Hour 
Act was made by Secretary of La- 

labor through restriction of united bor Maurice J. Tobin, who told the 
effort.” convention that the law, “10'years

The union leader charged that agO a massive milestone in the ad-j 
the law was drafted so that it does ___
not penalize union officers who re- lete because of the mounting price’ 
fuse to file anticommunist affidav- level.” 
its, but penalizes the union mem- Tobin said the law must be 
bership by depriving it of proced- brought up to date “and made ef- 
ures originally provided by the fective again by establishing a new 
Wagner Act. He said that trade minimum wage floor, a bottom 
unions resented being singled out level of at least 75 cents an hour, 
to take oaths of anticommunism ‘ and perhaps 85 or 90 cents.” 
and branded “unfounded and un-| Tobin said “the cost of necess- 
just” the suspicion cast upon their ities for an ordinary workers’s fam
leaders. |ily has risen by about 30 percent*

In Tracy’s opinion, no communist in the last 2 years, as much as it 
should be allowed to hold office in' rose during the previous 7 years of 
any organization, trade union or war and war-induced shortages.”

AFL Head Urges 
President Make 
Airlines Bargain

Washington (LPA)—When AFL 
President William Green called on 
President Truman in the White 
House last week he didn’t go just 
to talk politics. The AFL chief ask
ed Truman to appoint a special re
presentative to find out why Nat’l 
Airlines hasn’t complied with the 
recommendations of an emergency 
board, which called upon the car
rier to bargain in good faith with 
the Air Line Pilots Ass’n-AFL.

National’s pilots have been on 
strike since January against the 
company headed by anti-union zea
lot George T. Baker, who has re
fused, despite the emergency 
board’s findings, to discuss even 
arbitration procedures with the 
union. '

Meanwhile, in New York, a Na
tional stockholder, Use Johnson, 
has filed a suit charging that the 
airline is in danger of bankruptcy 
and is close to losing its carrier’s 
license.

Most of the trouble, stockholder 
Johnson charges, springs from 
Baker’s “policy of deliberate pro
vocation of strikes and labor dis
putes, refusal to bargain, refusal 
to comply with the provision^ of 
the Civil Aeronautics Act and of 
the Railway Labor Act, refusal to 
mediate and arbitrate, and deliber
ate and “reckless refusal” to abide 
by the terms of a contract with 
ALPA.

Johnson says that Baker should 
be made to pay back to the com
pany the money it has lost thru his 
mismanagement

Washington (LPA)—Unless the 
US adopts a clear cut policy of aid
ing the trade union movement and 
other democratic forces in Ger
many, a new nationalism, like that 
which Hitler thrived on, will de
velop in Germany, possibly in alli
ance with Russia, and threaten the 
world with another war. This is 
the somber warning sounded in the 
report of a Labor Dep’t advisory 
subcommittee released last week.

The subcommittee of the Labor 
Dep’t Trade Union Advisory Com
mittee spent a month in Germany, 
studying social, economic and poli
tical trends, and. talking with Ger
man labor leaders. Its members 
were AFL European Representa
tives Irving Brown and Henry 
Rutz, and CIO Int’l Affairs Direct
or ^Michael Ross. Arnold Steinbach 
of the Labor Dep’t Office of Int’l 
Labor Affairs accompanied them.

German democrats fear that the 
US military occupation authorities 
under General Lucius Clay are 
’handing Germany back to the 
same forces in the economic and 
political life of Germany who were 
mainly responsible for the rise and 
maintenance of a Nazi Germany,” 
they reported.

A democratic Germany as well 
as further increases in production, 
require that the US support the 
labor movement’s demand for joint 
labor-management control of in
dustry, and stop the drift towards 
“a managerial and bureaucratic 
controlled economy.” Former Nazis 
are returning to power, the Ameri
can labor delegation was told.

Some industries should be social
ized, the report implies, stating 
that “Catholic trade unionists are 
as much for the socialization of the 
coal mines as the socialists.” (

Trade unionists have played a 
responsible role in post-Hitler Ger
many, the US labor men assert, 
pointing to the new cooperation be
tween socialists and Catholics, who 
maintnined seperate union struc
tures before the war, and their 
success in keeping Communist in
fluence at a minimum in western 
Germany.

The US authorities are praised 
by the union men for their support 
of the anti-Communist workers in 
Berlin. But the report is extremely 
critical of US Gen. Lucius Clay’s 
failure to return Nazi-confiscated 
property to the unions, his failure 
to put social security plans into 
operation, and his "unreal concept 
of Cages’* which has made collec
tive bargaining impossible.

“Ort important issues connected 
with 'the future structure of the 
Gerirtan economy and, therefore, 
vital to the workers, labor is not 
heard and consulted,” the AFL and 
CIO spokesmen report. Many Ger
man unionists told them that since 
the return to the US of Joseph 
Keenan, formerly Gen. Clay’s labor 
advisoP, the influence of labor on 
policy has inarkedly decreased.

Among the recommendations of 
the committee are:

1— Increased participation by the 
German unions in economic decis
ions from the factory level to the 
top economic planning agencies;

2— A clear-cut US policy of en
couragement to the democratic 
labor movement, and consultation 
with the unions on all questions af
fecting the welfare of the work
ers;

3— Reestablishment of the job of 
labor advisor to the US command
er;

4— Improved housing for the 
workers;

5— Initiation of real collective 
bargaining; and

6— Final determination of what 
German plants are to be dismant
led, and an end to the policy of 
tearing down non-war plants, and 
workers’ dwellings attached to con
demned factories.

‘HIGHBALL’ DEMOCRACY—These two attractive members of 
the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen know what the Trainmen’s^Poli- 
tical Education League means in the fund appeal they’re displaying 
it’s to give democracy the go-ahead signal by electing a pro-labor Con
gress. Janet Robeson (left) and Norma Harris (right) are daughters 
of BRT members, too.

*9 wild,ndhe.
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