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Record Making Ban Ends As Attorney 
General Upholds Welfare Fund Pact

Washinert on, D. C. (ILNS). — 
With approval by Attorney Gener
al Clark of two agreements be
tween the recording companies and 
the American Federation of Mus
icians, .the way was cleared for im
mediate resumption of record mak
ing, banned bj the union since last 
Jan. 1. .. -■
^Following announcement of 
Clark’s opii'i'Hi, the major record 
producing firms and ,.U.e union 
signed a n> w contract in New 
York, providing for a welfare fund 
to be financed by a royalty on ea- h 
record sold. Cormrmies attending 
fignmg of Lie contract included in- 
rtailaiion of Samuel R. Rosen
baum, a director of the Philadel
phia Orchestra As'ociaf H’0, as im
partial trustee of the welfare fund.

Attorney G- neral Clark support
ed a memorandum prepared by 
William S. Tyson, solicitor of the 
Department of Labdr, which had 

a-ked by the union and the 
fre< orbing companies for an opin
ion as -to the legality of the agree- 
•Tihmts, covering th" welf.it- fund 
juid working conditions. The wel
fare fund comprises royalties of 1 
cent to 2J4 cents on each record. 
5he money is to be spent by the 
tru-t«e on nw deal performances 
jvIiti- “no admusion fee is to be 
1 barged and without any profit to 
the trust fund, in connection with 
patriotic charitable, educational 
and similar programs.”
- The impartial trustee, who is a 
realty man, has long been active in 
jnusical affairs in Philadelphia. Ho 

headed the Robin Hnnd Dell 
Concerts and for many years has 
J:» « n either a director or officer of 
the Philadephia Orchestra.
f In the field of radio, Rosenbaum 
Svas formerly president of Station 
WFIL in Philadelphia and also a 
loader of the nation’s independent 

’f)roadcasters. In Die latter capacity 
h< criticized, in 1942, the tactics of 
the National Association of Broad
casters in its running feud with 

’President James C. Petrillo of the 
AFM.

Expressing himself specifically 
•on the matter of records, Rosen
baum said at the time that it was 

“not surprising that musicians 
s-hi'uld protest the loss of employ
ment resulting from the use of 

-<li ks which they themselves had 
made. He’added that “there is an 
"economic and human problem here 
which must be approached with 
tolerance and und. istanding.”

fT To Administer Big Fund ,
As trustee, Rosenbaum will ad

minister a fund amounting to more 
than ^2,000,000 annually.

The establishment of a trustee
ship was agreed upon by the union 
and the record companies as a 
gnrans of complying with provis
ions of the Taft-Hartley law. Prior 
to the start of the reconi ban there 

'.was a royalty fund which was ad
ministered exclusively by the un
Joo. The fees also were paid by the 
"Employers directly to the union. 
Both of these procedures were out
lawed under the Taft-Hartley Act.

Quill Tackles Mighty Long Island
New York (LPA) — Transport 

'Workers Union President Mike 
Quill has picked a new fight with 
» railroad that’s made a beaten 
‘man out of thousands of commut
'd- —the Long Island Railroad. He’s 
after the line on two counts. He 
wants it taken over and operated 
by the state to “bring sanity” into 
the line’s confused operations. And 
■be says he’ll soon ask for an NLRB 
"election covering the Long Island’s 
tbOO t 'lployes, now represented by 
T.n'roud brotherhoods and other 
AM. crafts.
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ILO Agrees To 
Tackle ERR 
Manpower Job

Geneva (LPA)—The governing 
body of the Int’l Labor Organiza
tion agreed last week to tackle the 
job of training European workers 
in new skills. Requesting the ILO 
to train workers unemployed in 
their own countries for jobs in 
other Marshall plan nations was 
the Organization for European 
Economic Ce p-ration—the coor
dinating committee of the partici
pants in the European recovery 
program.

This is the first real operating 
assignment that the ILO has un
dertaken in its more than 25-year 
history. Hitherto it has confined it
self to making studies of labor leg
islation and conditions and formu
lating policy recommendations for 
its member nations.

Active in the latest ILO session 
was George P. Delaney, new inter
national affairs director of the 
AFL. He replaces the late Frank 
Fenton as US labor representative 
on the governing body.

Wants WFTU To 
Continue Active

Rome (LPA)—First positive in
dication that the pro-Communist 
bloc in the World Federation of 
Trade Unions will oppose the Bri
tish Trades Union Congress’ sug
gestion that the WFTU keep quiet 
in the. “cold war” came from Guis- 
eppe Di Vittorio last week.

Di Vittorio, head of the Com
munist-led CGIL, largest Italian 
union federation, said that he has 
appointed a committee to draft a 
resolution demanding that the 
WFTU remain active during the 
coming year “for the defense of 
peace and the workers’ interests.” 

This is a direct rebuff to the 
British suggestion that the sharply 
divided WFTU suspend its activi
ties during 1949. The British, and 
it is believed thd American CIO as 
well, fear that if the WFTU con- 
tiniues to engage in political dis
cussions it will split.

Despite pressure from the CIO 
anflithe TUC as well as the unions 
of most of th<e pm^ller nations par
ticipating in the European recov
ery program, the WFTU refused 
last spring to call a conference to 
coordinate union efforts for the 
success of the Marshall plan. This 
refusal led to the calling of a con
ference of pro-Marshall plan un
ions—both WFTU membets and 
unions like the AFL which have 
remained outside this body • in 
which the Communist-dominated 
labor organizations play a promi
nent role.

While increasingly channeling 
their international relations thru 
the Trade Union Conference on 
European Recovery the TUC and 
CIO have hoped that temporarily 
silencing the WFTU might result 
in ultimately preserving it as a 
meeting place of representatives of 
workers of all nations. If Di Vit
torio and other Communist lead
ers press for increased WFTU 
activity now that hope may van
ish.

Capital Meal ( utters 
Win Wage Increase

Washington, D. C. (ILNS). — 
Meat Cutters have approved a new 
contract between Local 555, Amal
gamated Meat (’utters and Butcher 
Workmen of North America and 3 
big chain stores in the Washington 
area providing for aq hourly wage 
increase of 10 cents.

A new provision in the contract 
establishes a wage of $45 a week 
for weighers and wrappers employ
ed in self-service meat depart
ments. The new meat cutters’ pay 
scale ranges from $4B.5O a week 
for apprentices to $94 for head 
meat cutters. Journeymen — men 
with 3 years’ experience—will re
ceive $62.50 for a 5-day, 45-hour 
week. The chains with whom the 
contract was negotiated are the 
Atlantic & Pacific, Safeway and 
American Stores. About 1,000 meat 
cutters are affected, including 
about 25 women.
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This world can never be made 
right by force, nor by fear, nor by 
power. In the long run nothing 
conquers but ideas, nothing gov
erns but the Spirit.

duction efficiency and cost reduc
tion.”

Copies of this, the third in a ser
ies of 12 specific reports on cases 
of industrial peace, are available 
at $1 each from National Planning 
Ass’n, 800 21st St. NW, Washing
ton 6, DC.

oust 
gov- 
have 
to a

it cost the company to acquire 
them originally—was also chal
lenged by Montgomery. “The case 
for charging depreciation at re
placement cost is in reality a case 
for imposing on the consumer and 
the taxpayer the' burden of meet
ing industry’s future capital needs 
rather than past coats represented 
in current production,” he explain
ed.

He cited companies which are 
writing off depreciation on assets 
for the second time, though they 
have already been fully charged 
off. .

GOP Planning 
Post Mortem

TVA WORKERS GET RAISE
Knoxville, Tenn, (LPA) — More 

than 10,060 maintenance and con
struction workers belonging to 
Atomic Trades & Labor Council- 
AFL have won an 8 to 10% pay 
raise in a new contract with TVA.

cost of the 40-hour week would be 
about $150,000,000 to the railroads 
for the last four months of 19^9, 
but it predicted that by 1950 in
creasing productivity would stead
ily reduce the cost of the shorter 
yreek. The 7c increase, the board 
said, will come to about $190,000,- 
000 a year.

The board conceded the 7c boost 
was less than the national “third 
round pattern*’ increase for indus
tries generally, but sought to jus
tify .this by pointing to the 20% 
hike in hourly rates which will 
come next September.
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decades Lucy Robins Lang spent 
fighting social injustice. She begins 
her story with her early days in 
Russia’s Ukraine, her birthplace, 
traces it swiftly through her $l-a- 
week apprenticeship in a Chicago 
cigar factory at the age of ten, 
follows through her struggle to’ 
help free Eugene Debs, fight for 
Tom Mooney’s release and with the 
support of A. F. of L.’s Samuel 
Gompers, goes on plunging from 
one Cause to another. She skirts 
past Anarchism, past Communism, 
takes a bout with Fascism. She 
poses all the “Isms” of yesterday 
and today. But 
of tomorrow?

TOMORROW 
is sponsored by 
cation Bureau 
contest cluses January 30, 1949.

System
situation points up 

necessity for changing

DeGaulle Against 
Free Trade Unions

Kalamazoo, Mich. (LPA)—La
bor-baiter Clare Hoffman, Republi
can congressman from Michigan, 
had his bluff called last week by a 
Democratic congressman and a1 
Republican state attorney general.

Hoffman recently held a hearing 
on a ni id of the struck Shakespeare 
Co. plants here, charging repre
sentatives of United Steelworkers 
with violence.

Rep. John Lesinski (D, Mich.), 
who will become chairman of t?he 
House Labor Committee on Jan. 3, 
declared last week that Hoffman 
had “no more authority than a rab- 
bit to make his investigation” atid.

AFL To Sponsor
(Continued From Page One)

WILLIE TOLLES 
ED RICKORD 
EARL COOMBS 

*. Committee of Respect

Washington (LPA)—Rep. Hugh 
Scott (Pa.), Republican Nat’l Com
mittee chairman, announced plans 
last week for a thorogoing post 
mortem on the GOP’s November 
shellacking.

More than 180,000 Republican 
state, ward and precinct leaders 
are being* ksked to tell the commit
tee why the GOP lost. Then the 
party will hold a policy conference 
to discuss Congressional activities 
for the coming year and election 
plans for 1950—if the party accepts 
Scott’s projects

Rumors of an attempt to 
the Philadelphia advocate of 
ernment-by-our-“best stock” 
sent Scott scurrying around
number of Nat’l Committee mem
bers for assurances that they’ll 
support his desire to retain the 
GOP chairmanship for the next 
four years.

Several of the more enlightened 
Republican senators have welcom
ed Scott’s conference proposal in 
hopes that it’ll give them a chance 
to commit the party to a more ad
vanced program than that contem
plated in the 1948 platform.

Conservative Sen. Joseph Mc
Carthy (R, Wis.) expressed the 
common run of Republican opinion 
about the policy conclave idea, 
however, when he said: “It can’t 
do any harm.”

Student-T eachers
New York City (ILNS).—Teach

ers Guild, Local No. 2, American 
Federation of Teachers, is launch
ing an ‘importamt project, com
pletely new in teacher unionism, 
by extending membership in the 
guild to student-teachers. Pointing 
odt that 95 percent of the teach
ing staff comes from student-teach
er ranks, Henry T. Hillson, guild 
vice president in charge of the 
membership campaign, says that 
“Guild growth for the future must 
base itself on the thousands of 
young people now preparing for 
and entering the teaching profess
ion. The guild, in turn, has great 
advantages to offer student-teach
ers.”

Detailed plans are being made! 
by Charles Emil, chairman of the 
guild’s student-teacher committee, 
to organize chapters at each of the 
iriurticipal colleges and then forge 
theffe into an important arm of the 
parent organization. Emil »ays: .

“Our prospective teachers should 
identify themselves with .their pro
fession as soon as possible. They 
must realize the need for joining 
the great labor organization of over 
8,000,000 workers affiliated with 
the American Federation of I^ibor 
which has done so much for the 
cause of public education and 
teacher rights. The guild is prepar
ed to offer the new members many 
benefits. Guild administrators and 
teachers will aid them in orienta
tion to the school system. Expert 
advice will be made available! in 
preparing the incoming teachers 
for examinations.”

Student-teachers will have all 
privileges of guild membership 
other than voting and this will be 
automatically granted on receipt of 
any teaching license in accordance 
with charter provisions. The new 
members will attend all guild func
tions and meetings and will have 
all other guild privileges. Member
ship fees will be purely nominal.

Washington (LPA)—After last 
month’s congressional hearings on 
car dealers, most of us thought 
we’d heard of all the ways they 
gypped customers out of $450,000,- 
000 this year. ■'

However, when hearings reopen
ed last week before the House sub
committee headed by Rep. W. 
Kingsland Macy (R, NY) an en
tirely new racket came to light. A 
character known thru Washington 
advertising as “Uncle Joe” Cher- 
ner, president of Gherner Motor 
Company, a Ford dealer, has a new 
wrinkle which isn’t as easy to pull 
off as most 
rackets. For 
own a bank.

Witnesses 
customers were still 
delivery of new cars on the Cher- 
ner list. It seems that 101 of these 
orders were taken before 1946. 
Only 15 of the 109 cars delivered 
last July went to customers on the 
list and only one to a man who had 
no car to trade in. The customers 
have $27,000 on deposit for the pri
vilege of being on the list.

That, you may say, is nothing 
new. The new angle is that Cher- 
ner deposited the money in his own 
bank and invested it in building 
and loan deals which paid him $13,- 
024 in dividends. The money grows 
while it sits around and the de
positors get none of the interest. 
No wonder he’s in no hurry to fill 
those orders.

J. R. Davis, a vice-president of 
the Ford Motor Co. told the sub
committee that 24 Ford dealers 
have lost their franchises for gray 
market transactions during the last 
two years. He refused to comment 
on Cherner, who still has the fran
chise for two Ford agencies in 
Washington area.

Ask for Union Labeled merchan
dise.

UAW Spokesman
(Continued From Page One)

hearing >vhen the next congress 
session begins. The Democratic 
congressman told newsmen that he 
heard the strikers hadn’t been 
given a fair trial.

The main effect of .the Hoffman 
hearing was to give the news
papers headlines about “goons.” 
Among those subpoenaed was 
Michigan’s Attorney General Eu
gene F. Black. Jumped on by Hoff
man for failing to prosecute enough 
labor unions, Black bluntly told the 
Representative, “I don’t play to 
the press as you do.”

A one-man jury investigation of 
the raid has been going on sina* 
right after it took place, Dec. 1. 
Steelworker officials said they 
would assist the jury in its investi
gation.

The two Shakespeare, plants in 
Kalamazoo have been struck since 
early September when 700 workers 
walked out asking for a 10c hourly 
boost, reduction of the probation
ary period from 90 to 30 days, and' 
a voice in setting up piece stand
ards.

On Dec. 1 about 300 steelwork
ers from plants around the state 
came in a caravan to support a 
rally for the Shakespeare strikers. 
When they arrived there was a 
riot, cars were overturn^ and sev
eral people were injured. State 
Steelworkers Director Tom Shane 
said the trouble was started by 
scabs. Cars'with out-of-state lic
ense plates, charged with doing 
mueh of the damage, belonged to 
the strikebreakers, Shane asserted.

Whereas, Almighty God in His infinite wisdom, has seen 
fit to take from our midst, our friend and fellow worker, 
Brother Edward Gatlin, respected and admired for his fellow
ship and character, and

Where, We the members of Local Union 116 recognize 
the loss of this Brother, and shall cherish and respect the 
memory of his pleasant manner and as evidence of sympathy 
and esteem, it is hereby further,

Resolved, That we extend our profound sympathy to His 
family, a copy of this resolution be published in our official 
journal, The Potters Herald, a copy spread upon the minutes 
of the Local, and a copy sent to the bereaved family, also 
that our chaster be draped in mourning for a period of thirty 
days.

:: r____ J as Santa Claus, Leslie
Mommy, why is Santa carrying a

eral Security Agency submit a sup
plemental request for immediate 
action by the new Congress in 
January,” Corsi continued. “We are 
now adjusting our services down
ward again by the elimination of 
more than 300 personal service 
items to prevent over-expenditure. 
But to meet the full impact of the 
federal action would mean adop
tion of procedures and reducing 
our present wholly unsatisfactory 
staffing plan in field offices to a 
point which could not be tolerated 
in the handling of public funds. 
The alternative would 
Unemployment 
altogether.

Change in
“This hole 

again 
the outrageous system for financ
ing our employment security pro
gram—a system under which the 
federal government, with no oper
ating responsibility whatsoever can 
irresponsibly default in its obliga
tions to the states, leaving the lat
ter without recourse and subject 
to public challenge of their 
tegrity.”

had been necessary to the workers 
in th^*))a>ty. ^tj^ggles but com- 
plaiwOhtt ■©& they are instru
ments of political parties. Under 
the corporative structure which he 
looks forward to unions would not 
be permitted to support political 
groups.

Altho the first part of the Gen
eral's speech was devoted to an 
attack upon the CGT, France’s 
large Communist-led federation, 
he made it clear that the “funda
mental change in trade unionism” 
which he proposes applies as well 
tq the democratic, more-or-less soc
ialist CGT-FO, and the liberal 
Catholic Federation of Trade Un
ions also.

Under DeGaulle’s plans repre
sentatives of labor, management 
and capital would be include! in 
industry and trade federations, 
with the “rights and duties” of 
each group spelled out and sup
ported by the state. Additional pay, 
over and above basic wage rates, 
would be provided worker^ with 
largo families.

DeGnulle’s speech was given at 
a meeting of Action Ouvriere, the 
workers.section of his RPF move
ment. It did not get the enthus
iastic reception from his follow
ers to which the General is accus
tomed.

Pumphrey of Retail Clerks-AFL pickets the Denver 
sign-” is the query of most kids who pass him on the 
contract and the right to represent tne clerks in the

* Paris (LPA)—Speaking in Paris 
last week, Gen. Charles DeGaulle 
told French workers that—if he 
wins power — “associations” of 
management and labor will replace 
free trade unions as the economic 
organizations of French labor.

“The workers should no longer 
be the instruments of capital, but 
associates,” DeGaulle, paid. Then 
he went on to say that labor-man
agement-capital relationships 
should be defined in contracts, that 
would give the “association the 
juridical form of a corporation.”

“These contracts would provide 
for the basic compensation of the 
workers, the basic interests of 
capital and thf? basic rights of bus
iness manageftieht,” the leader Of 
th j,Rally of the French People ex-

uiv w iu«m- juo **?■*'%.. ......that he (Lesinski) will hold a rOall T)eGaulle said that free unions
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Plans Hearing On 
Struck Plant Raid

IN SEASON—Dressed
Drygoods Co. "I--------_
street. The answer is that the union is seeking a 
store. They’re not on strike, just picketing.

RESOLUTIONS OF RESPECT

PROFIT UTILITIES LESS EFFICIENT

I PUBLICLY OWNED • PRIVATELY OWNED 

; UTILITIES Z UTILITIES

In accounting A collecting 
(casts per customer)

In ochnlniHration 
(co»t» per $100 of revenue)

$2.80 g

4

• If the profit utilities were as efficient os the •
• service utilities, they would save their consumers •

KC3SD=» I $90,000,000 annually. X

PUBLIC POWER PAYS—The pamphlet, from which this chart 
was taken, proves its title. This chart Shows that the private utilities 
are not as efficient as the public ones, besides charging their customers 
for the $20,000,000 worth of advertising they buy each year. It never 
occurs to them that lower rates might produce more good will then
magazine space.

Layoff Reports Used To 
Turn Back Wage Demands

Washington (LPA)—The widely- 
publicized reports of 100 workers 
laid off in community after com
munity are just an attempt to 
scare unions into holding off on, 
their demands for pay increases. 
Outside of the textile and clothing 
industries and coal mining, there 
have been no large-scale layoffs so 
far, despite newspaper headlines. 
That’s what government figures 
and private surveys show, and 
many businessmen admit privately.

One business reporter actually 
had the nerve to say it out loud 
last week. Wrote C. F. Hughes, 
NY Times columnist:

“In industry there was consider
able news of layoffs for one 'rea
son or another until a suspicion 
was formed that some word had 
been passed along that it would be 
a good thing for chamber of com
merce secretaries and others to 
publicize such information. The 
object required no Sherlock 
Holmes.

“If industry is firing instead of 
hiring, then a fourth round of 
wage increases is scarcely in order.

“Some of these layoff stories 
were run to ground. In one case of 
a near-by manufacturing center it 
was indicated that some workers 
have been dismissed but that the 
level of employment still hugs the 
average set during wartime.”

Investigating layoffs on rail
roads, also well publicized, Labor, 
publication of the rail brother
hoods, pointed out that while rail 
workers were being laid off because 
of a “drop in business,” profits 
were running 50% above last 
year’s figures.

Final tipoff to the “layoff pub
licity drive” was seen in a speech 
made by General Electric Presi
dent Charles E. Wilson when he 
dedicated a new power plant in 
Shelby, N. C. Wire services report
ing the speech led off with this 
statement: “Charles E. Wilson said 
tonight industrial cutbacks and un
employment might result from a 
fourth round of general wage in
creases.”
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ANNE MARY LAWLER

A Merry Christmas, friends! The wish'

Is strong and deep and true,

To bear our greetings on this day
To every one of you! ‘

The merriest of Christmases, 

A day to lift and bless

Your hours with warmth and welcome, 

Your hearts with happiness!

A Merry Christmas, friends! And may

It ring with love and cheer,

A Christmas of such gladness

To last a 12-month year! ',,

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

OHIO^WER fa


