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There is nothing that God has judged good for us that 
he has not given us the means to accomplish.

Some editorial writers are still complaining that .they can’t un
derstand why labor opposes the Taft-Hartley law. Well, here’s one 
reason that’s happened five different times recently. An anti-union 
employer saw his first chance in 15 years to get rid of a militant 
union in his plant. Deliberately he refused to negotiate a wage in
crease and forced the union to call a strike. Immediately the boss 
hired several hundred scabs and strikebreakers. At his instigation 
they asked for an NLRB election to decertify the legitimate union. 
This was quite proper, declared the NLRB, and then acting as though 
it were a major stockholder in the company the Board ruled that the 
strikers would not be permitted to vote. The union was out, the jobs 
were gone and a company union of goons was recognized. Even with 
evidence like this the editorial writers can’t understand why labor 
now contends that the initials NLRB stand for New License for Re
actionary Bosses.

Exposing An Old Fake Again
Every now and then you will hear, or read, the charge 

that the money collected for Social Security is spent for 
other government purposes and that the fund itself contains 
nothing but government I. O. U.’s People who oppose Social 
Security and all other forms of social legislation use this 
type of stale, phoney propaganda constantly.

It is true that the money collected from employers and 
workers for Social Security is invested in a type of govern
ment bonds which pays three percent interest—a higher 
rate than other government bonds. Certainly the funds 
should be invested. What safer investment can be found 
than a government bond?

Our government never defaulted on a single bond in its 
history. Yet, hundreds of corporations have gone broke, 
and billions have been lost in the bonds of such companies. 
Many a high-toned golf club has papered the walls of its bar 
room with stocks and bonds of busted companies.

Uncle’s bond is his 1OU. That’s all any bond is—an 
IOU. It’s a promise to pay. It is good if the backer is good.

Don’t worry about the Social Security money. It’s safe
ly invested in the finest securities on earth. It is earning a 
fair rate of return and when it is needed to pay off your 
claim, the money will be there.

Oh, Unhappy Post!
Yes, sir, things are really in one devil of a shape. We’re 

heading right straight for a regimented economy—for the 
creation of a police state, if you please. '

And if you don’t believe it, just read the lead editorial 
in the Dec. 4 issue of the Saturday Evening Post.

The editorial—“Did We Buy Socialism With Truman?” 
—contains such statements as—

“The President is hooked with zealots like Senator
elect Humphrey of Minneapolis, who wants to push so-called 
‘civil rights’ down the throat of the South. The CIO will 
expect prompt rejieal of the Taft-Hartley Law. Other pres
sure groups will remind Mr. Truman of his promises on price 
control, rent control, housing and health programs.

“Mr. Truman’s program, as pieced together from his 
campaign pledges and speeches, contains the sebds of ‘plan
ning’ and a regimented economy. Call it a police state if you 
want to, because this is the way a police state begins.”

And at this point we’d like to observe that “Did We Buy 
Socialism With Truman?” should have run in the fiction— 
not editorial—section of the Post!

ERP-ECA’s real concern is with the peoples of Europe and their 
living standard, Mr. Hoffman said. In 1947, he explained, “the aver
age per capita income in Europe was only $347, . . . and if this can be 
raised to $500, that will be the kind of recovery we are thinking about. 
He added: “Even more important than the tangible results are the in
tangible gains. It is the fact of Marshall Plan aid, which is giving 

• the free peoples of Europe a continuing determination .to resist total- 
, itarianism and remain free.”

Eric Johnston, on the other hand, argued that ERP had failed 
thus far to improve the conditions of the working men and women 
of Europe. He also made the significant point that the communist de
cline in France was no real gain for democracy since there was a cor- 
ir^sponding increase in the deGaulle movement. The Italian situation, 

„he pointed out, was even worse; “the working people are disappointed 
; vver economic conditions and have no idea that the Marshall Plan is 

Working for their benefit.”
♦ ♦ 4» - ♦

Unfortunately, Mr. Johnston coupled his observations with a pro
posal that is bound to arouse serious misgivings. He suggested that 
Congress, in order to fight “communism on its own terms,” approve 
a $1,000,000 fund as a guarantee to private American investors in 
European business enterprises against nationalization, expropriation 
or other forms of government seizure. Not even the afterthought of 
earmarking $50,000,000 for the aid of noncommunist trade unions and 
other democratic groups should reconcile American organized labor to 
this dangerous proposal.

This is essentially the policy abandoned by the United States two 
decades ago when Washington decided to recall our armed forces from 
protection of American-owned properties and interests abroad. To do 
what Johnston now proposes would mean to revive the old and dis
credited policy of letting the American flag follow the dollar sign.

♦ ♦ ♦
Another disturbing spot in the ERP picture is the squabble over 

the use of American shipping. ECA, according to administrator Hoff
man, will stop giving the U. S. merchant marine a 50-50 share of 
ERP cargoes unless American shipping interests offer rates competi
tive to those of foreign lines. Shipowners as well as maritime labor 
have protested the move, aptly described by John R. Owens, ex<*cutive 
secretary of the AFL Maritime Trades Department, as “bargain hunt
ing at the expense of American<seamen’s jobs.”

Christmas 1948
We all knpw the line from the old rhyme, “For Christ

mas comes but once a year.” But should that be so? True, 
none of us wants to continue throughout the year the fran
tic search through crowded shops for Christmas gifts. But 
what about the deeper significance of Christmas?

The first Christmas was a time of faith and hope. To 
the shepherds and the Wise Men the Christmas star brought 
awe, but also hope and faith that it would lead them aright. 
To us the Christmas message can bring hope and faith that 
out of the dark and perilous days in which we are living 
will eventually come peace and neighborliness among na
tions. But every one of us in this and every country must 
do his part. Let no one say that he can contribute nothing 
to the effort. Our armies that wop the war were made up 
of individuals; no less so will be our armies of peace.

The first Christmas was a time of friendliness and bro
therhood. The shepherds and the humble townsfolk and the 
right Magi all paid their homage together to the Babe of 
Bethlehem. And as they reached a common understanding, 
so can we. Conflicts between races and creeds can be ironed 
out. Conflicts between labor and management can likewise 
be resolved; if all work together for the best good of all, we 
can come to industrial peace.

Let us raise our common prayer and pledge our com
mon effort to keep the spirit of the Christmas season glow
ing throughout the coming year so that we may advance 
the cause of brotherhood and justice and help to bring 

Peace on Earth, Goodwill toward Men.”

The Communist Party now claims that .the AFL and CIO have 
sold out to Wall Street. This is the same Communist Party whose 
leader, Earl Browder, was willing to form a united front with the 
NAM and declared that “If J. P. Morgan supports this coalition, I, 
as a Communist, am prepared to clasp his hand on that and join him 
to realize it.” The nice touch about this love affair is that Browder 
would have been shaking hands with a corpse because J. P. Morgan 
died shortly before Browder made his offer. w .

♦
The incredible Communist fantasies that they invented practical

ly everything before anyone else ever heard of it has now extended to 
atomic energy. Previously they claimed they’d invented electricity, 
the radio, airplanes, submarines and even biology. Apparently thez'’ 
only thing Stalin’s stooges will stop short of claiming is free speech, 
free press and free elections. For the rest of the world the real 
Russian genius lies in its invention of fairy stories.

A scathing exposure of the failure of democracy and the perpetu- 
tion of Jim Crow practices in Washington, D. C., had many residents 
of the nation’s capital blusing with shame last week. How complete
ly stultifying undemocratic practices can become was shown by the 
disclosure that segregation even operates against dogs. A study by 
the Committee on Segregation in the Nation’s Capital found that “It 
has reached the point in the Capital where a dog cemetary has erected 

' a color bar against the burial of dogs belonging to colored people. In 
announcing this policy, the owner stated that he assumed the dogs 
would not object but he was afraid his white customers would.” Thous
ands of Washingtonians have resolvt*d never again to crack wise about 
“It shouldn’t happen to a dog.”

4» 4* 4* 4* >
At Harrisburg, Pa., a labor shortage at Rockview state prison 

forced prison officials to pay overtime rates to the inmates. Rockview, 
as might be expected, is the only place in the country where the work
ers get an automatic closed shop and with no trouble from the Taft- 
Hartley law.

A Final Tally On Elections
The final results of the 1948 elections have now been 

summarized by Labor’s League for Political Education on 
the basis of the Taft-Hartley record of the candidates.

In the Senate, 17 enemies were retired, every old friend 
was saved, and 12 new friends were elected. Of the 32 Sen
ate seats up for reelection in 1948, only four were held by 
friends, of the remaining 28, 17 will not return to plague 
labor in the 8Lst Congress.

tabor has now at least 38 friends in the Senate, enough 
to sustain a veto, but not enough to repeal the Taft-Hartley 
Act.

In the House of Representatives, 172 friends were elect
ed, 106 enemies were defeated, and every friendly seat was 
saved. Only three representatives who voted against the 
T-H Act were defeated, but all three were replaced by can
didates who are exacted to have as good or better voting 
records.

In the House, as in the Senate, we have enough friends 
to sustain a veto, but we do not have a majority.

A bigger job is ahead for labor in 1950. Every seat in 
the House and a third of those of the Senate will be up for 
reelection. Labor must work twice as hard in 1950 to over
come the lack of interest usual in Congressional election 
years, and to reelect its present friends and to gain a clear 
majority in both houses.

Lame-Duck
A taste of what labor laws might have been like under 

a Dewey administration was offered last week by a lame
duck sulicommittee of the House Lalxir Committee.

A high proportion of GOP members of the committee 
v were defeated in the November elections, including one mem- 
*' ber of the three-man group which last week suggested that 

labor unions be prohibited from organizing among farm 
workers.

Headed by Rep. Wint Smith (R. Kans.), the group 
opined that such union activity would “destory” independent 
farmers. The report was based on hearings held in three 
cities and three western states during the summer of 1947. 

Principal jxiint of the committee’s “suggestions” was that 
the agricultural exemption written into the Taft-Hartley 
Act Im? broadened out. The exemption has worked Against 
the interests of many workers on “factory farms” and food 
processing plants throughout the agricultural states.

But the Republican sub-committee’s report will receive 
little recognition, it is believed, from the New Deal leader
ship expected to take over direction of the House Labor 
Committee in January.

What Daily Paper Ever Favored 
High Wages? S

As usual, now that the new year is creeping up on 
the newspapers are beginning to worry about how much 
ions are going to try to get this year in raises.

If you believe some of the newspapers, the unions
suddenly threatening to bring on a new wave of inflation be
cause they are preparing to ask for a raise.

Somehow, in the minds of most editorial writers, the 
specter of a two-bit raise for the man at the machine is 
terrifying. We can’t remember any year when a daily news
paper came out editorially supporting a wage increase for 
working people as either desirable or necessary. Every year, 
the same newspapers trot out the same old worries to tr£ 
to make it harder to win raises.

You’ll never read in the daily newspapers that wage 
earners have lost ground since 1946 in their fight to keep 
up with the high cost of living. Earnings for the average 
employee in manufacturing industries have been raised 
about 28 cents an hour since 1946. But in terms of what it 
will buy, the average wage today is actually 3.5 cents an 
hour less than it was in 1946. In otherwords, prices have 
gone up still faster than wages.

You never read that side of the story in your daily 
newspaper. Nor do you read that for manufacturing corp
orations, which pay these same wages, profits have doubled 
since 1946. There has been a 100 per cent increase in pro
fits in the manufacturing industries as against a 26 per cent 
increase in wages.

Happy Event
One of the happiest events of this holiday season, it 

seems to us, is the adoption by the United Nations General 
Assembly of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

For trade unionists, in this country as well as abroad, 
the Declaration of Human Rights is particularly significant. 
It proclaims among other things, the right to work, to leis- 

. ure, to medical care, to paid holidays, to decent housing and 
Jtu decent clothes.
; It is true that a large part of the rights in the Declara- 
J-tion are not now guaranteed by law in even the most social
ly advanced countries. For many years, at'least, some of 
these rights will undoubtedly remain in the realm of aspira- 

, tion rather than law.
i But for mm of good will everywhere, the Declaration 
‘of Human Rights has a significance that cannot be cast 
aside. It i® « constant reminder of how far, in actual prac- 

.tice, we mm tab con Untly full short of the goals to which 
we, in our best moments, aspire.

A People's Partnership
Community safeguards* depend upon a united people. 

Especially in time of disaster efficient functioning is neces
sary if lives are to be saved and the injured and homeless 
given practical aid. That is why an organization such as the 
American National Red Cross is necessary. Haphazard 
planning won’t do. People must know where to turn, how to 
coordinate their efforts to help.

The Red Cross was able to coordinate the services of 
civic groups in 1948 when more than 309 disasters struck 
in widely separated communities. Vanport, Oreg., New 
Orleans, La., Coatesville, Ind., Greensboro, N. C., Bonne 
Terre, Mo., are many miles apart, but in each case the pecul
iar catastrophe that attacked these places was met by organ
ized response.

All Red Cross work is divided between community vol
unteers and a full-time staff. Whether the work is educa
tional and preventive, such aS first aid, water safety, accid
ent prevention, home nursing, nutrition, or remedial, such 
as aid to veterans, servicemen, and civilians, both hospital
ized and able-bodied, the Red Cross counts on community 
cooperation.

Let us continue to have faith in this people’s partner
ship to the end that we will contribute our money, our time, 
and our moral support to make the 1949 Red Cross fund 
campaign a success. The month of solicitation is March. 
The service is year-round.

^SOCIaTiq

Why Many 'Kids' Quit School '
Why less than half of all American boys and girls who 

“get as far as the fifth grade” go on and finish high school, 
is shown by a recent survey.

One big reason, says William G. Brink, a Northwestern 
professor of education, is that high school students find 
their courses “dull,” particularly such courses as history 
and “citizenship.” , ; \ . j.

These subjects, Brink declares are “little more than 
memory exercises. The teachers go strong on “facts and 
dates,” but “pay little attention to the reason why things 
happen.”

Brink puts much of the blame on the teachers. “A good 
teacher,” he says, “does more than pour on the facts; he is 
concerned with meanings.”

We wonder if the teachers are so jnuch to blame. What 
would happen to a teacher, for example, who pointed out 
the “meaning” of labor unions, and the part they played in 
history and good citizenship?

A teacher who did that, in many communities, would 
risk losing his or her job, at the behest of reactionary busi
ness interests which dominate too many school boards. So 
long as that is true, teachers will be tempted to play safe 
and be “dull.”
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The Marshall Plan has apparently as many interpretations as 
ERP-ECA officials and advisers, and that is saying a lot. Needless .to 
say, the communist party-liners will gleefully pounce on Eric Johns
ton’s remarks. They will prove from them that (1) ERP is harmful 
as far as the European worker is concerned; (2) ERP is intended by 
big business as an instrument of American economic imperialism.

Obviously the 81st Congress will take a long and deep look into 
the tangled affairs of ERP-ECA. Lt might also be helpful if govern
ment, business and labor representatives agreed in specific terms 
how ERP-ECA should operate and what it must accomplish to justify 
the tremendous outpouring of American dollars and resources.
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/ By LES FINNEGAN
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What-Won’t-Labor-Think-Of-Next-Department: In Chicago a

quick-thinking striker provided the year’s most ingenius challenge to 
an injunction barring mass picketing. He rented 12 clothing store 
dummies, tied strike placards around their necks, put roller-skates 
m their feet and linked them all together with a 20-foot rope. Then 
he walked slowly up and down in front of the struck store towing the 
12 dummies behind him.—In New York City workers in an auto acces
sories warehouse beefed so loud and so long about the place in which 
they worked that the boss lost his temper, called them all in and said, 
“Here’s a check for $250,0C0. Fix up the place to suit yourselves.”— 
In Cleveland an, employer made the mistake of telling the union he 
wouldn’t grant a pay raise because prices were coming down. Nine 
days later lunch prices in the company’s cafeteria were increased 
11%. Furious union officials were ready to stampede into the boss’ 
office when they thought of a better idea. They hired a professional 
publicity man who was sent in to ask the boss whether he had any
thing to say before the story was printed in every newspaper and 
magazine in the country. The union got its raise in a hurry and the 
publicity man refused to take a penny.—In Buenos Aires, the Radic/ k 
Announcers’ Union instead of striking for higher wages started tcM / 
broadcast news items and advertisements “slowly, sadly and monoto
nously.”—In Dayton, OhU nking unionists were picketing the Day
ton Rubber Co. one evening n the president of the company left the 
plant. The strikers invited him to join them and for 10 minutes he 
walked up and down the picketline singing happily with the others.— 
In Windsor, Canada, 45 Americans and 16 Canadians were arrested 
when Alex Popelisky picketed a gambling house with a placard com
plaining that he hadn’t been paid off on a winning horse race ticket.— 
In Charles Town, W. Va., jockies went on strike and refuse to ride 
their horses when they decided the mud was too deep.—In New York 
City a new kind of picket line was thrown around the liner Queen 
Mary when it docked. Pickets representing eight AFL unions carried 
signs thanking the “British Blokes” for their support of the AFL 
longshore strike in November.—In Paris union movie ushers won the 
right to bring their girl friends into the shows free, and in Belgium 
union members of the merchant marine won a court fight against 
being buried at sea if they didn’t want to be.—‘And in Melbourne, Aus
tralia, labor objected to the name of the Spinsters’ Union, contending 
that if they had a union they wouldn’t be spinsters.

0)
Inaugural Plans Provide Much Fun

Washington is having a lot of fun about the inaugural festivities, 
arranged on a lavish scale by a committee of local Democrats.

This week, General Harry H. Vaughan, White House Military 
aide, was quoted as saying that the performance is shaping up “10 
times as large as President Truman wants it to be.”

That did not “sit well” with members of the Arrangements Com
mittee. Apparently they got after Vaughan, and he publicly announc
ed he had been “misquoted.” The reporter is always wrong! 1

There was some criticism of the “good taste” of a “steam calliope” 
which Kentucky was said to be sending to Washington for the occas
ion, to bring up the rear of the parade blaring “My Old Kentucky 
Home,” apparently in honor of Kentucky’s “favorite son,” Vice Presi
dent Barkley.

The only noticeable effect of this criticism is that it is now re
ported the calliope will lead the parade, instead of coming along at 
the tail end. : ; . j
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I NEWS and VIEWS
L By ALEXANDER S. LIPSELL (An ILNS Feature)

4t it rau oarniiq <1 n nirn Tinnnnnuti n tinnti-Bti i* tflirire* **11
When this column mentioned a while ago some of the weird re

sults the European Recovery Program was producing, I did not know 
what was coming.

Last week, ERP-ECA chief Paul G. Hoffman told industrialists in 
New York that the Marshall Plan was working well and tha.t we are 
on the right track in “immunizing Europe against communism.” At 
the same time Eric Johnston, member of the ECA public advisory 
board, asserted in Washington that the French workers were worse 
off than before ERP started and that the number of Italian com
munists had increased since the April elections.

Let’s take it from here.

11»» M fl' IH* 

j CHRISTMAS MEMORIES I: 

“ . - By RUTH TAYLOR i J

“And there were shepherds abiding in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flocks by night.” j

Each of us has our own Christmas memories. Memories that 
often because of things that were and are no more, keep us from a 
full recognizance of the Day of Days.

Perhaps your memory is of songs and laughter and a full gather
ing of family around a festive board. Perhaps it is of a fir tree gay 
with candles. Perhaps it is the crustiness of snow and the sheen of 
stars against a deep blue sky as you walked home from midnight 
service.

Mine is the verse with which I began, and with which my Grand
father always opened the holiday. If I shut my eyes I can smell the 
piny fragrance of the Christrhas tree and see the whiteness of his 
beard in the candle light and feel the sureness of his hand holding 
mine.

“And there were shepherds abiding in the fields keeping watch 
over their flocks by night. And the angel of the Lord came upon them. 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not for behold 1 bring you good 
tidings of great joy.”

The years may have passed. Sorrows may have come upon us. 
There may be longing in our hearts. But Christmas remains and if 
we will but let it in, it can bring into our hearts fragrance and joy.

Christmas is a day not to be celebrated, but to be kept. It is not 
dependent upon money, but upon love. It is a day not for one, but 
for all. It is the day of proof that love is the strongest thing in the 
world—stronger than hate, stronger than evil, and stronger than 
death.

None of us is too poor or too lonely to keep Christmas. We can 
share that which we have with those who have less. There is no 
price .tag on well-wishing or on friendly speaking or kindly doing. 
The gates of our hearts can swing wide at a touch. We can each of 
us bring cheer to some lonely child or a word of friendship to the 
lonely and forgotten of ^men.

For no one can keep Christmas alone. As Henry Van Dyke wrote 
in his great Christmas prayer:

Teach me that I am not alone,
But that many hearts all round the world,

, Join with me through the silence,
While 1 pray in His name.

• Amen

The big news of the week for the working classes of the world 
came from Emily Post, supreme dictator of etiquette and manners, w 
Mrs. Post advised us plebians that “any man, tycoon or truck driver, 
could learn to act like a gentleman if he’d slip into a dinner jacket 
before he digs into his caviar or corned beef and cabbage. And the 
little woman would get a lot more respect if she’d serve up the ham 
hocks in a long-flowing dress Instead of slacks and an apron.” The 
problem really goes much deeper than that. It’s even reported from 
some sections of the country that men have been coming to work at 
mines and machine shops NOT wearing striped punts and morning 
coats. An even greater threat to American manners and the gentle 
life is the rumor that some wage earners’ wives wash their own dishes, 
do their own laundry, take care of the children, do the shopping and 
prepare the meals. And they compound this mad race toward the na- 

. tion’s self-destruction by not wearing “long-flowing dresses.” It’s 
‘ a nice world Mrs. Post lives in. As far as she’s concerned labor^man- 

agement spats are something negotiators wear to cover up their ex
pensive silk socks.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
' FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover announced that “a major crime is 

committed in the nation on the average of once every 18.7 seconds.” 
And that doesn’t count the employers who are still paying the 40c-an- 
hour minimum wage.

♦ ♦ 4> 4»
Chemists employed by General Electric are said to have invented 

the world’s thinnest paper—so thin that it disappears after one hand
ling. This is the ideal material for pay-checks which have .the same 
characteristics.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ,
On Dec. 3rd the Gallup Poll found that Americans suffer more 

from insomnia than the people of any other nation. On Dec. 18, L. 
Gerald Koch, founder of “Be-Kind-To-People-Week,” announced he 
wanted to put everyone to bed for seven days and nights. That’s not 
the sort of thing to do a year before we’re taking a national census, 

7 but the point of the story is hat Koch was found to be a bed manu
facturer. When his employe - suggested that he set the example by 
giving them seven days and seven nights in bed Koch fell into a deep 
and prolonged sleep.

4» 4> 4* 4*
Through the ages union members have given a million and oneaf 

different kinds of reasons for getting pay raises, but this one is pos-l 
itively unique. A worker at the Bureau of Printing & Engraving, in v 

• Washington, where the country’s currency is printed, proposed that 
he and his fellow-employes should get the highest salaries in the gov
ernment. His reason: “We handle millions of dollars a day at work: 
we develop a mental state which tends to make us extravagant with 
our own money after work. You can’t have a healthy respect for a 
$20 bill of your own when you kiek around $1000 bills all day long at , 
work. Most of us are in debt because we can’t appreciate the value 
of money like other people.” P. S.—No raises.
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