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Hats Off To A Fighting Lady!
We men may hate to admit it, but an American woman 

this week demonstrated the truth of Kipling’s old theory 
that “the feniala of the species is more deadly than the 
male.”

Admiral Howard F. Kingman and his wife were stroll
ing down a Eos Angeles street when they were held up by 
three men, one with a gun.

‘‘Why you impudent pup!” exclaimed Mrs. Kingman, 
and slapjied him in the face. He hit her with the gun, but 
turned tail and ran away.

The old American lighting spirit still lives! Most men 
would have “reached for the stars” and permitted the hold
ups to remove their valuables.

Dark Prospects In Germany
Agreement on an international Ruhr authority and 

other agencies to control the economic and political life of 
, Germany has been announced by the western powers. We 

doubt whether these measures will accomplish what the of
ficial statement so grandly claims—namely, Germany’s con
tinued demilitarization and recovery of the countries of Eu
rope, including a democratic Germany.

A long-range effort to restrain German aggressiveness 
is of course most desirable. Yet putting the screws on 65,- 
000,000 Germans for an unlimited period can serve no useful 
end. We believe, and history confirms it, that the systematic 
oppression of a nation, whether carried out under the slogan 
of democratic education or simply as a demonstration of the 
victors’ power, is bound to sow new seeds of resistance and 
invite dangerous plots by dangerous men.

What the Germans themselves think of postwar allied 
policies is a matter of public record. All political parties 
have denounced the attempt to destroy national unity and 
make (Germany a pawn in the power-play between east hnd 
west. The spokesman of the Social-Democratic Labor party, 
representing 40 percent of the people in the western zones, 
caustically told the German constitutional convention that 
they are acting under “external compulsion.” When a peo
ple, he added, “has to organize under alien rule and subject 
to its approval, it does not constitute itself unless it does 
so against the alien rule itself.”

Three and a half years after V-E Day the Germans, it 
seems to us, should put their own house in order. If the 
western world remains united and determined to nip war 
plotters in the bud, no resurgence of German militarism 
need be feared. If on the other hand the western allies per
sist in policies that patently demonstrate the impossibility 
to have democratic self-government under foreign occupa
tion, then the Ruhr agreement is hardly worth the paper 
it is written on. It will satisfy none and infuriate those 
whom it is supposed to benefit.

WISDOM
Freedom of the press is the staff of life for any vital democracy.

By BRADFORD V. CARTER 
LPA Columnist

President Truman’s voice had the same ring of determination in 
it last week that it carried during the campaign. Old-timers like 
Speaker Sam Rayburn and Senate President Pro-Tern McKellar, sit
ting behind Truman’s rostrum in the House, were unmoved as he de
livered his state of the union message. But younger Democrats cheer
ed. They feel that Truman intends to push his campaign promises 
into law.

No portion of the President’s speech received more applause from 
the Democratic congressmen that did his formal request for the repeal 
of the Taft-Hartley law, and the reenactment of the Wagner act.

Most union men would have been even more pleased had the Pres
ident been a bit more specific about the tax boosts he wants—and he 
specified in just what brackets income taxes should be increased, and 
had he declared for an excess profits tax rather than simply for hikes 
in corporate taxes. And they wish he hadn’t brought .universal train
ing into a program otherwise acceptable in its broad outlines to the 
liberal-labor movement.

Truman spoke just as his supporters were finishing the intricate 
job of organizing the legislature for the enactment of his program. 
In the House the job is done. On the Senate side, however, it is not 
yet completed.

The House rules have been changed to break the bottleneck of 
the conservative dominated Rules Committee—to insure that import
ant legislation actually comes to a vote. Committee seats have been 
assigned in such a way as to minimize the chances for anti-Truman 
southern Democrats successfully teaming up with Republicans to 
emasculate pro-labor bills in the various committees.

That part of the job has been done for most of the important Sen
ate committees too. But the filibuster problem has yet to be solved in 
the upper house.

The reform of the House rules passed by a very interesting vote. 
Just over 30 southern Democrats voted with the bulk of the GOP 
against the streamlining. These are the hard-core dixiecrats, the men 
willing to defy their party any time. On the other hand, a strange 
conglomeration of nearly 50 Republicans voted with the Truman sup
porters. ,

This was by no means a liberal Republican block. Some, like 
O’Konski of Wisconsin, are among the worst reactionaries in Congress. 
But had not the Republicans crossed party lines, and neutralized the 
southern Democratic bolt, the administration measure would have lost 
by 15 votes. .

Obviously, then, a lot of hard work will have to be applied to this 
Congress to make it write Truman’s liberal suggestions into law. From 
time to time some of the southern rebels will vote with their party. 
The handful of genuinely liberal Republicans will frequently vote 
with the Trumanites. In fact the increasingly hardshelled attitude of 
the Taft-Scott GOP leadership will drive the more enlightened Repub
licans more and more into the administration’s corner.

But on nearly every bill that comes up the legislative lines will 
shift—by a couple of dozen House votes. Clearly, we of the labor 
movement will have to be on the alert the whole life of this Congress, 
checking every Congressman’s stand on every issue. If we do, most 
of the President’s recommendations will pass. If we don’t this Con
gress, we’ll find to our sorrow, doesn’t have enough real labor sup
porters to do the right things on its own.

Unbeatable Partnership
Employer-employe interdependence and partnership 

were the highlights of a notable address before the recent 
congress of the National Association of* Manufacturers, and 
what a humdinger it was. Will wonders never cease, or has 
the NAM finally become reconciled to the inevitability of 
progress and the election returns of 1948?

But this is the season of cheer and good fellowship, so 
why waste time on-the NAM! Instead, we like to call atten
tion to a new type of leadership personified by the speaker 
and unfortunately all too rare among American business
men. And we add that it is a long time that organized la
bor has had an opportunity to cast an approving eye in the 
direction from which so many of our troubles come.

The speaker was Claud Wampler, president of Carrier 
Corporation in upstate New York. Carrier, we understand, 
has an enviable record, with “never any so-called labor 
trouble or single work stoppage.” This, Mr. Wampler added, 
is due to two things: “First, utter frankness on the part of 
management. Second, a whole-hearted attempt on the part 
of management to educate the employes, while at the same 
time giving the latter an opportunity, without limitation, to 
educate management.”

Equally important was the speaker’s stress on interde
pendence between capital and labor and his advice to man
agement to do “a first-class job of directing constructively 
these two real members of every business team, because any 
other course would make for failure of the enterprise.”

The American trade union movement, deeply rooted in 
democracy and our free enterprise system, whole-heartedly 
agrees with the speaker that both labor and capital must 
give and get a square deal. That principle, as far as labor is 
concerned, has always been honored by the American Fed
eration of Labor and its affiliates.

Whether big business will take Mr. Wampler’s lecture 
to heart remains to be seen. His philosophy needs a great 
many converts before trade unionists can be sure of their 
business partners’ good intentions. However, let’s hope for 
the best. Mr. Wampler’s speech, in itself a substantial con
tribution to sound economic thinking, foreshadows progres
sive management’s willingness to meet lalxir halfway in an 
effort to make industrial peace enduring and profitable to all.

Improvement Must Go On
During the last 16 years the American people have been 

creating a society which offers new opportunities for every 
man to enjoy his share of the good things of lift'.

In this society we are conservative about the values 
and principles which we cherish; but are forward-look
ing in protecting those values and principles and in extend
ing their lienefits. We have rejected the discredited theory 
that the fortunes of the nation should be in the hands of a 
privileged few. We have aljandoned the “trickle-down” con
cept of national prosjierity.

Instead, we believe! that our economic system should 
rest on a democratic foundation and that wealth should lie 
created for the benefit of all. The recent election shows that 
the people of the United Staffs are in favor of this kind of 
society and want to go on improving it.

The American (icople have decided that |K>verty is just 
as wasteful and just as unnecessary as preventable diseases. 
'We have pledged our common resources to help one another 
in the hazards and struggles of individual life. We believe 
that no unfair prejudice or artificial distinction should bar 
any citizen of the United States of America from an educa- 

ion, or from good health, or from a job that he is capable
rforming.

Challenge To Educational System
The fact, revealed by a U. S. Census labor force survey, 

that 1,050,000 boys and girls of 16 and 17 years of age—one 
in every 4 of this age group—are at work and not enrolled 
in any type of public or private, day or evening school, con
stitutes one of the greatest challenges to the American edu
cational system.

When the full effect of the increased birth rate of the 
war years reaches the high schools, this problem will be
come even more urgent. For large numbers of boys and 
girls will be potential high school students, making the 
choice between high school graduation and leaving school 
for employment. The Census estimates that in 1945 there 
were 10,649,000 children 10 to It years inclusive in the 
population. Roughly, this is the group who, in the current 
year of 1918-49, are of high school age. By 1925, there will 
be 13,816,000 children 10 to I I years—an additon of 3,200,- 
000 to the potential high school group for the early 1960’s.

The extent to which secondary schools, during this next 
decade, can expand their facilities and adapt their programs 
to the widely varying needs of the ever-increasing numbers 
of boys and girls who should compete a high school educa
tion will determine, to a large extent, the educational level 
of our citizenship.

Shylocks Losing Out In Britain
Many American commentators still insist that John 

Bull, under a Labor government is headed straight for per
dition. LABOR has never shared that view. Here is a bit of 
evidence, taken from the “Wall Street Journal’s” London 
corres|>ondent, who is as much a Tory as Winston Churhill. 
He writes:

“Many pawnbrokers vanish from the British scene. So 
do money-lenders. Then* are only 1,800 pawnbrokers in bus
iness now, compared with 2,672 before the war. Money
lenders’ pre-war strength reached 2,725. Now it has dropped 
to 1,608.

“L. Dawson, editor of the ‘Pawnbrokers’ Gazette’ says: 
‘People have more money, or if they haven’t they don’t need 
it as badly. If they are out of work, there is National Un
employment Insurance; if they are sick, there is National 
Health Service.”

In other words, while industrialists, financiers and 
“landed gentry” may howl, the British workers are getting 
a break at last.
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the WFTU over the Marshall Plan and the apparent willingness of 
the British Trades Union Congress and the CIO to withdraw from that 
unprofitable partnership and chart a new global course for noncom-

■ mumst labor., , ,r <- :< ><

Matters are expected to come to a head at a western trade union 
conference in London this month, where, according to CIO President 
Philip Murray, existing sharp differences may make it necessary to 
adopt measures “to achieve a working program for the WFTU which 
would serve the interests of its nearly 70,000,000 members.”

That there will be lots of fireworks is made manifest by the char-^ 
acter of the CIO delegation, consisting of James B. Carey, CIO secre-1 
tary-treasurer; Walter Renti er, president of the United Automobile 
Workers; L. S. Buckmaster, president of the United Rubber Workers, 
and David J., McDonald, secretary-treasurer of the United Steel Work
ers. These men are avowed enemies of communism. They are cer
tainly not willing to compromise on issues that may imperil the CIO 
at home and abroad.

♦ ❖ ♦
But even more significant than the desire of democratic elements 

within the WFTU to call it quits is the call of the Soviet Trade Union 
Central .Council for the forthcoming convention of the Russian trade 
union movement—the tenth in the 31-year history of communist 
Russia.

This convention, the WFTU Information Bulletin enthusiastically 
observes, “represents the most important political event in the life of 
the trade unions.” The convention, the statement continues, “will in
dicate the objectives to be attained for new improvement in all trade 
union work and for the raising of the role of the unions to that of a 
school of communism.”

Why the Russian workers, unlike their “capitalist-exploited com
rades” elsewhere, are not permitted to meet in regular annual con
ventions is one of the mysteries of the communist'dictatorship. The 
gentlemen in the Kremlin presumably know what they are doing.

4* ♦
Anyway, proof that matters in the Russian trade union field . 

leave much to be desired, is found in the grudging commission of 
growing complaints against past mistakes. The statement issued by 
the Central Council also admits that there is ample ground for “seli- 
criticism; that trade union democracy must be consolidated; and that 
new trade union cadres must be boldly lifted to leading positions.”

If these remarks mean anything—and they usually do behind the 
iron curtain—it is that Soviet trade unionism is to be reorganized in 
line with new Moscow policies and that the leadership responsible for 
the present state of affairs is going to be reshuffled. In any event, 
whatever happens iX'ill not be a conciliatory gesture toward the west, 
intent upon placating British and CIO criticism. It looks like an im
pending purge of elements who by being a little too friendly toward 

,their union colleagues in the western countries may have deviated 
from the narrow Moscow path. . .

Immediately after President Truman’s “State of the Union” 
Speech organized labor voiced unanimous approval. > Business and in
dustry leaders in New York announced they were ‘^relieved” and the 
stock market actually gained a full two points. But for Sen. Robert 
A. Taft it meant that we are now headed for “a completely socialized 
state”. On at least one score Taft has a good record. He’s supposed 
to be a good bass fisherman, but we wouldn’t trust him to dig for 
worms. On the evidence he doesn’t know his bass from a hole in the 
ground.

♦ ♦ 4* 4*
It’s a fortunate thing that poor Karl Marx didn’t live long enough 

to hear about Senator Taft’s “socialized state.” Marx would have 
blinked, indeed, at a “socialism” whose chief characteristics are: More 
than $20 million in net corporation profits with the figure still rising; 

' ^More than $6 billion in corporation dividends with the figure still 
. rising; Stocks and bonds selling at their highest prices in history and 
. still rising; Salaries for industrialists and businessmen at the highest 

point in history and still rising! That must have been the socialist 
5 revolution that went whizzing by us a moment ago in a Cadillac!

The ‘Great Illusion'
Big Business executives are doing their darndest to 

sell the public the idea that swollen corporate profits really 
aren’t too high.

They’re having about as much luck as the mahout who 
tried to hide his elephant in a pup tent.

Despite the fact that they talk in technical terms de
signed to confuse the public, they have been unable to hide 
two inqiortant facts:

1. Cor|)orate profits (after payment of taxes) for 1918 
will total between $2(1 and $21 billion—more than five times 
the average for 1936-’39 and more than double those of the 
wartime peak year 1943.

2. Prices which were necessary to bring about such
enormous profits liave risen so high they are rapidly drying 
up the consumer buying power needed for a healthy econ
omy. . ,

The situation as it stands today painfully reminds us ol 
what was going on back in that period of vyonderful non
sense which came just liefore the Big Bust of 1929.

Just so a little illusion won’t be added to the Groat Illus
ion which Big Business is trying to manufacture, let us 
point out one thing:

A lot of that “consumer resistance” you’ve been reading 
about is merely the inability of people to buy what they 
want and need because they haven’t the money.

It’s interesting to note that the crowd which is trying 
to sell the idea that profits aren’t too high is the same one 
which jK'ddled the equally sound projiosition that Tom Dewey 
was a cinch for the Presidency.

What those lads need is a Houdini. There was a guy 
who could create an illusion and make it stick!

CAVIL-CADE
By LES FINNEGAN

r-iiMo-nnnrri
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Disclosure by official Soviet sources that the Russian trade unions, 
mainstay of the World Federation of Trade Unions, will hold a na
tional convention next April is likely to set off a host of rumors con- 

fer”....

We've Often Said The Same Thing
We’ll wager our best New Year’s resolution against an 

injunction that a lot of folks (including us) were shocked 
by the editorial in the Dec. 18 issue of Business Week, a 
McGraw-Hill magazine.

The editorial, entitled “Why the Taft-Hartley Act 
Failed,” says in part:

“What was wrong with the Taft-Hartley Act was that 
it went too far. It crossed the narrow line separating a law 
which aims only to regulate from one which could destroy.

“Given a few million unemployed in America, given an 
administration in Washington which was not pro-union— 
and the Taft-Hartley Act conceivably could destroy the la
bor movement.

“These are the provisions which could do it: (1) picket
ing can be restrained by injunction; (2) employers can peti
tion for a collective bargaining election; (3) strikers can be 
held ineligible to vote—while the strike replacements cast 
the only ballots; and (4) if the outcome of this is a ‘no-un
ion’ vote, the government must certify and enforce it.

“Any time there is a surplus labor pool from which an 
employer can hire at least token strike replacements, these 
four provisions, linked together, presumably can destroy a 
union.

By going that far, the law defeated itself. It was more ^harStudebakeTnow^ak^^Vs'on ‘each auto'i.t’seBs to“'a distributor 
than a pendulum swing away from the Wagner Act. . .”  rr” J

To us there are two interesting things about the Busi- founts for the fact that^Studebakerjyade $18,000,000 in Profits m 
ness Week editorial: 

The magazine’s labor editor served as labor adviser to 
Tom Dewey during the recent Presidental campaign.

The viewpoint expressed parallels the stand taken 
labor publications.
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It is a habit with the majority in speaking of the minority to 
comment on how careful they must be, to say that, like Caesar’s wife, 
they must always be above reproach, that each and every act must 
be watched, and that the individual must consider the effect of his 
actions upon the group from which he comes. That is plain horse 
sense—I’ve preached it myself.

But sometimes I wonder if the majority in this country ever 
realizes that this applies to us as well—that we are but a minority in 
the world, by both race and nationality.

It is up to us at all times to be good advertisements for demo
cracy and for the democratic way of life.

We preach to the Europeans of the folly of their national and 
trade barriers, or the dividing lines between countries. But we don’t 
see anything tragic, only humorous, in the story of the Boston $entley 
woman who could not understand why there should be a fog Tn Sail 
Francisco when it was three thousand miles away from THE ocean.

We turn to the East and talk to the Asiatics of the wonders of 
Democracy and of how they should conduct their lives. But how well 
do we demonstrate the brotherhood of mankind? How good is our 
own record? Both national and personal? Are we entirely guiltless?

Every act of discrimination, every outbreak of intolerance, every 
one of the vituperative cat fights in which we indulge during political 
campaigns is a black mark against democracy in the eyes of the on- 
looking world.

Of course we know what we mean. We discount half our own 
talk. But the people of other nations take us at face value and ask: 
“Is that democracy?”

We are judged abroad—iust as we judge our own minorities— 
by our actions and our speech as individuals. And as individuals we 
must bear witness for the things in which we believe. Ab we would 
be judged, so must be act.

She Sernfd

' Marx, moreover, would have seen how silly his own ideas of soc
ialism were if he had attended the hearings on profits held by the 
Joint Congressional Economic Committee. Here we had Taftian soc-

1 ialism in full bloom. First to the witness stand came Dwight B. Bill- ------  .
*ings, assistant treasurer of the Pacific Mills Inc. Comrade Billings' cerning the reason behind that move. It is of special significance to 
"Hold the Congressmen that the “huge” corporation profits they had trade unionists in demctcratic countries m the light of the split within

been hearing about were an “illusion.” Next came President H. S. " »« »«__ __j .x ...
JVance, of the Studebaker Automobile Corp. Comrade Vance disclosed

^..-Ajompared with $17 it made on each car in 1940. This, he continued, 
6/'/>niinIa ■flizi font FhuF RtnHpKnlfDifidp 3*1 in nrnfits ill
1948 compared with $2,000,000 in 1940—a 900% increase in eight 
years! And there lies the crux of the thing. Marxian socialism has its 
mystical dialectic, while Taftian socialism has its mystical “illusion” 
of profits.

♦ ♦
One item in the 1948 profits picture would have particularly inter

ested Marx, however. Walt Disney Productions reported a net loss 
of $39,000 for the year as opposed to a $307,000 net gain during 1947. 
The net loss was reiforted just three months after that great Marxist 
nation, Soviet Russia, denounced Mickey Mouse as “capitalist vermin” 
and banished him completely from Russian screens. The Kremlin com
missars are undoubtedly chuckling into their vodka figuring that 
they’ve given a final mickey to American capitalism.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
More than three weeks after the election the Republican-dom

inated Taft-Hartley “Watchdog” Committee submitted a report that 
praised the Taft-Hartley Act to the skies. The report was signed by 
three Republicans whose faces won’t be seen in the new Congress, 
Sen. Joe Mall, Rep. Fred Hartley and Rep. Gerald Landis. It was the 
first time in political history that three lame ducks laid a single egg.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
The final official vote count of the Nov. 2 elections discloses that 

Henry Wallace didn’t even get as many votes as Dixiecrat J. Storm 
Thurmond. Gideon’s Aimy went parching thru Georgia.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
The program director of a Chicago radio station will always re

member a recent Sunday afternoon as the most miserable five hours he 
has spent in his entire professional career. The station’s switchboard 
was suddenly flooded, after a news broadcast, by seemingly thousands 
of calls from indignant citizens wanting to know “Where the hell does 
tlie announcer get that crap?” Every one of the calls protested that 
the announcer had used the following item: “Unions are responsible 
for more millions of hours needlessly lost in American industry than 
any other cause except the common cold.” Frantically the program 
director hunted for the copy. When he finally found it the copy was 
just as the announcer had read it. But still the phone calls came pour
ing in, complaining that that was the “screwiest thing” they ever 
heard of. Now developing a large headache the program director des
perately telephoned the news bureau from which the item came. Only 
then was the horrible mistake fount!. It was a stenographer’s error. 
She bail typed “Unions are responsible” instead of “Bunions are res
ponsible.”* By leaving out the letter ‘B’ the stenographer had turned 
the station into a near-madhouse. The announcer went on the air to 
read the correction but for another hour the indignant calls came in. 
It’ll be years before the program director forgets that Sunday after
noon.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
A few days before Christmas the Lincoln Electric Co., of Cleve

land rated newspaper headlines across the country because it gave 
its 108!) non-union employees a generous Christmas bonus. There 
were very few headlines, however, when the same company announced 
a general 3% wage cut on Jan. 5. MORAL: Don’t believe in Santa 
Claus until he shows you his union button.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
On New Year’s Day, King George of England conferred knight

hood on 45 Britons including Will Lawther, president of the National 
Mine Workers Union. The union leader is now Sir Will Lawther. Con
ferring knighthood is one way of making the rank-and-file address 
their presidents as “Dear Sir and Brother ”

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Another infamous employer conspiracy against organized labor 

has been uncovered in Philadelphia. The National Sugar Beet Grow
ers Ass’n passed a resolution calling on fish and game wardens in all 
the beet growing states to defer their open seasons till the beet har
vest are over, 'lhe soft coal industry has a similar idea in mind—to 
prohibit all hunting and fishing, in Pennsylvania during the spring 
when the miners usually go out on strike. That’s a dangerous idea. 
Irate unionists might declare an open season on bosses instead of 
bunnies. And employers might discover that the grousing in their 
plant is more important than the grousing in Scotland. 
r ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Can you imagine the howls in the halls of Congress and the 
hysteria in edii"iial offices if an A FL or CIO union ever announced 
that it was going to tax its members $8,5C0,(>00 to oppose a single 
piece of legislation. That, of course, is exactly what the reactionary 
American Medical Ass’n is doing in an effort to throttle President 
Truman’s national health program. In view of its attitude toward the 
millions of Americans who cannot now afford adequate medical and 
hospital service, the AMA ought to change the old slogan to “Physic
ian, heel thyself.” 

■ ’ ■ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Thomas E. Dewey, the man who was elected president of the 

United States by everyone except the American voters, has found 
that he can’t come to Washington for President Truman’s inaugural. 
When you’re always a bridesmaid but never a bride you probably don’t 
even like the taste of rice.

♦ ♦ ♦
“1950 for Taft; marked down from
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