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Washington (LPA) — Speed? 
action on a quick raise in the legal 
minimum wage from 40c to 75c is 
seen, as a result of unanimous ap
proval of hearings beginning Jan. 
27 before the House Labor Com
mittee.

A “committee print” of a bill— 
written primarily to give the com
mittee something to work from, 
not a cut-and-dried bill—is already 
in the hands of the committee 
chaired by Rep. John Lesinski 
(D., Mich.).

Spokesmen for the Wage & Hour 
Administration in the Labor Dep't, 
which enforces the present Fair 
Labor Standards Act, will appear 
on the first day.

The final measure is expected to 
increase coverage for FLSA to at 
least 5,000,000 workers not now 
protected, to provide for immediate 
raising of the minimum to 75c and 
eventually to $1 an hour on an in- 
dustry-by-industry basis, and to in
clude a formula to solve the di
lemma created by the Supreme 
Court’s “overtime on overtime” de
cision last June.

ST. LOUIS TEAMSTERS WIN

St. Louis (LPA)—In a joint 
statement, President Harold J. 
Gibbons of the United Distribution 
Workers and Lawrence J. Camie 
of Local 688, Int’l Brotherhood of 
Teamsters-A FL, last week ann
ounced merger of the two unions 
under the banner of IBT. The 
agreement, which permanently re
moves possibility .that the UDW 
would return to the CIO, was ap
proved by Executive Vice-president 
David Beck of IBT- About 6000 
members of Gibbons’ union, which 
covers retail and warehouse em
ployes, and 1000 teamsters are in
volved.

ProfiHof Ail Manufacturing 
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S. Hillman Award 
Presented To 
Dr. Frank Graham

Washington (LPA)—Dr. Frank 
P. Graham, president of the Uni
versity of North Carolina and one 
of the nation’s leading liberals, re
ceived the first $1,000 Sidney Hill
man Award for meritorious public 
service at a Mayflower Hotel din
ner in his honor here last week.

Cabinet officers, and members of 
Congress, along with many leading 
employers and trade union officials 
were present at the first award 
dinner to be held since the $l,0C0,- 
000 Sidney Hillman Foundation 
was set up to honor the memory 
of the late president of Amalga
mated Clothing Workers of Am
erica.

The award to Dr. Graham was 
the biggest of a total of $30,000 in 
awards being made this year in the 
form of scholarships, prizes and 
grants to further Mr. Hillman’s 
conceptions of enlightened labor
management relations and his 
ideals of public service.

After expressing his deep and 
humble gratitude for the award, 
Dr. Graham reminded the hund
reds at the dinner how far Sidney 
Hillman had come since his birth 
as the son of a wheat merchant in 
a small Lithuanian village.

“From a six-dollar a week gar
ment cutter, he rose by merit to be 
first president of the Amalgamat
ed Clothing Workers Union, one of 
the founders of the CIO, co-chair
man of the War Production Board, 
president of the Political Action 
Committee, and a friend and coun
selor of President Roosevelt in 
humane programs for America and 
mankind,” Dr. Graham said.

“In the life of this man,” he add
ed, “we have the recapitulation of 
the meaning of America. A pil
grim to these shores from the 
tyranny of the czars, he rose by 
his own character, ability and de
votion to be one of the leaders and 
interpreters of the labor movement 
to those who toil, of America to 
those who dream, and of a united 
world to all who pray and struggle 
and hope for justice, peace and 
good will among men.”

Dr. Graham was presented by 
Jacob S. Potofsky, Mr. Hillman’s
successor as Amalgamated pres-1 
ident and head of the Sidney Hill-1 
man Foundation. Greetings to Dr. I 
Graham and those at the dinner 
also came in a telegram from Pres
ident Philip Murray, who was un
able to attend.

WILLIAM G. CLINE
William G. Cline, 24, son of 

and Mrs. Wilbur Cline of 
Campground Road, died Jan. 31 in 
City Hospital, where he was a 
patient for two days. Death was 
due to rheumatic fever, from which 
he had been ill for about a week.

A lifelong resident of East Liv
erpool, he was employed as an ap
prentice Kilnman at the Edwin M. 
Knowles China Co. He was a mem
ber of Local Union No. 9, National 
Brotherhood of Operative Potters 
and the Wellsville Church of the 
Nazarene.

Besides his parents, he leaves a 
sister, Shirley Ann Cline at home; 
three brothers, Bernard Cline of 
Hillcrest, Carl Cline of Glenmoor, 
and Clarence Cline at home, and 
his grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
W. Seevers of Lisbon.
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Most Successful 
Convention In 
Council History

bor;
Community Leaders;
Bargaining; Working with Euro
pean Unions; Cooperatives; Edu
cation Methods; Time Study; Fair 
Practices; Recreation; Guaranteed 
Wage Plans; Unemployment Com
pensation; Workmen’s Compensa
tion and Health & Safety; Bargain
ing for Social Security; Formulat
ing Social Security Programs under 
collective Bargaining Agreements; 
Governmental Social Security Pro
grams; Pensions; Union Counsell
ing; Political Action.

UAW Education Director Victor 
Reuther summed up the Conference 
by calling it the “beginning” of the 
job that must be done.
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MANUFACTURERS’ PROFITS OF $12 BILLION ARE NOW AT HIGHEST LfcVEL IN HISTORY— 
Chart from The Machinist.

unless favorably approved by this 
Committee. Early in the new Con
gress Democrats, in their caucus 
and then in the House of Repre-1 
sentatives, adopted a new rule. 
This provides that the Chairman of 
any legislative Committee, whose 
regularly reported bill has been 
side-tracked for twenty-one days, 
can appeal directly to the House 
and call it up for a vote. This is a 
matter of the highest privilege. 
Most Republicans and many South
ern Democrats voted against the 
adoption of this new rule. It pass
ed 275-142.

Hartford, Conn. (LPA)—“The 
most successful in history” was the 
term applied to the 11th annual 
convention of the Conn. Industrial 
Union Council after its completion 
here last week.

After reelecting all of its pre
sent officers and adopting a deter
mined 13-point legislative program, 
the convention heard two stirring 
speeches by Governor Chester 
Bowles and President Emil Rieve 
of the Textile Workers Union of 
America.

Rieve’s talk on the need for 
cheaper electric power thru public 
power projects was broadcast by 
six Connecticut radio stations from 
the convention hall. He called for 
a New England governors’ confer
ence to initiate action on river 
power development in view of the 
fact that 15,000 kilowatt hours of 
electricity costs $361 in Hartford 
today, as compared with $205 in 
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Bowles was accorded a prolong
ed standing ovation as he went to 
the convention rostrum to speak. 
He, praised the successful PAC 
campaign which was a major fac
tor in his election as a fight “for 
a principle and not for a man.” 
Now, he told the delegates, it was 
“up to the liberal Congress in 
Washington to go down the line 
for the things they were elected 
on.”

Atlanta (LPA)—The first of 
series of state meetings to set up 
CIO rank-and-file organizing teams 
thruout the south was held in 
Georgia last week. .

Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
North Cafblina, Tennessee, Texas, 
South ’Carolina, Mississippi and 
Louisiana are planning similar 
meetings as a follow-up to the en
thusiastic south-wide conference 
which sparked Operation Dixie’s 
1949 drive as the year began.

Southern Director Van Bittner 
warned the Georgia meeting that 
it will probably take some strikes 
to win gains this year. Local union 
members, signed up during last 
year’s drive, are among the most 
ardent of the rank-and-file organ
izers.

Latest victory below the Mason- 
Dixon line was an NLRB decision 
this week ordering the Standard- 
Coosa-Thatcher Co. of Ridgedale, 
Tenn., to reinstate an employe fired 
for union activity and allow its 
workers to organize in Textile 
Workers Union of America.

In Texas, employes of the Phil
lips Chemical Company at Dumas 
have chosen Oil Workers Int’l 
Union as their bargaining agent.
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JOHN J. BENEDICT, JR.
Salem, Ohio—John J. Benedict, 

Jr., 44, of 618 Aetna St., died of 
complications Jan. 28 in the City 
hospital, following a week’s illness.

A son of John and Mary Ann 
Benedict, he was born March 26, 
1904, at Johnstown, Pa.

Coming to Salem from Johns
town, Pa., he had spent most of 
his life here. He was employed as 
a packer by the George W. Bow
man a Son Co., where he is re
ported to have accidentally bump
ed his head while at work. Death 
is believed to have been due to a 
blood clotk

•He was a member of St. Paul’s' 
Catholic church, Knights of St. 
George and Local Union 42, Na
tional Brotherhood of Operative 
Potters.

Besides his wife, Amelia, he is 
survived by one son, Gregory M.; 
his father; six sisters, Misses 
Verna Mae and Emma Benedict 
and Mrs. Thomas Ehrhart of 
Salem; Mrs. Clifford Taylor of Lee
tonia; Mrs. C. H. Hageman of Mon
rovia, Calif., and Mrs. James Wertz 
of Pittsburgh; three brothers, 
Joseph J. of Detroit; Peter S. of 
Dayton and Andrew S., of Sharon. 
Pa.

Straight From 
Washington

By STEPHEN M. YOUNG 
Congressman at Large—Ohio

Washington.—“Be a good boy, 
study hard, go to Sunday school 
and you will be President some 
day,” the doting Mamas would tell 
their little boys. Now Mama would 
do well to change that record. Life
time ambitions to be President 
don’t seem to pay off. Witness 
Thomas E. Dewey, Paul V. McNutt, 
Bob Taft, John Bricker, Harold E. 
Stassen, to mention a few. Look at 
Harry S. Trumhn, who never even 
thought about it, nor wanted to be 
President. He was astonished to be 
drafted for the Vice Presidency in 
1944. Now he has a very binding 
and definite four year lease on a 
certain white house, 
many who say that, 
oWn, he will become 
nation’s truly great 
Here in the Capitol some prescient 
Congressmen say that we are in 
an Era of Good Feeling, such as 
history terms the Administration 
of James Monroe more than a cen
tury and a quarter ago.

Not Hard To Take
In 1943 President Truman then 

United States Senator, was forced 
to borrow to pay income taxes on 
his ten thousand dollar salary as 
Senator. During the next four 
years, he should not be up against 
it financially. He can even afford 
to increase the allowance of his 
Missus and give Margaret extra 
money for clothes. Congress pass
ed a law hiking the “take home” 
pay of the President of the United 
States to more .than ninety thous
and dollars a year.
■-’•Under the provisions of this new 
legislation President Truman will 
receive one hundred thousand dol
lars per year as salary, upon which 
he will pay income taxes; and 
ninety thousand dollars tax exempt 
expense allowance.

The idea of raising the Pres
ident’s pay is something President 
Truman didn’t start. The Hoover I 
Commission, headed by former 
President Herbert Hoover, recom
mended this increase. You may 
safely bet the President was happy 
to approve this bill gnd make it a 
law.1 L •

Of last year’s Presidential can
didates, Henry Wallace is the weal
thiest and Harry Truman the poor
est.

CARL WILKINSON
Carl Wilkinson, 320 West Eighth 

St., died Feb. 2 in City Hospital, 
where he was a patient for six 
weeks. He had been in poor health 
about two years. He was 48. J

Mr. Wilkinson was • born in 
Waverly, W. Va., and resided in 
East Liverpool for 35 years. He 
was a jiggerman at Plant 4 of the 
Homer Laughlin China Co. He was 
a member of Local Union No. 12, 
National Brotherhood of Operative 
Potters.

He leaves his widow, Mrs. Faye 
Wilkinson; two daughters, Mrs. 
Carolyn Cash of Sebring, and Miss 
Mary Wilkinson of Alliance; three 
sisters, Mrs. Hazel Welling, Mrs. 
Clara Coleman and Mrs. Bessie 
Wilson of East Liverpool, and 
three brothers, Charles Wilkinson 
and Albert Wilkinson of East Liv
erpool, and William Wilkinson of 
Parkersburg, W. Va.
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------Added Attractions------
“GOOD FISHING BEAR”—Colored Cartoon 

SONG FROM MOVIES”—Novelty Short 
News of the Day in Pictures

Arithmetic Of 
Minimum Wages

Washington (LPA) — For the 
first time, the US 
statutory minimum 
proaches what is 
health, safety and 
being,” if a $1 minimum becomes 
federal law, Labor Secretary Tobin 
told the House Labor Committee 
last week. “The wage earner work
ing a 40-hour week around the 
year would receive a little over 
$2000 at this rate.”

Tobin said that the 75c minimum 
in the Administration bill is only 
“the starting point” and the bill 
provides that the 75c floor be 
raised to as high as $1 on an in
dustry basis, after labor-manage
ment-public committees find it can 
be done without causing serious 
unemployment.

“A 75c minimum wage today 
roughly equals a 40c minimum 
wage in 1938.” Tobin said.

Health Insurance Foes Have $1 For 
Every Cent Spent By Its Backers

Washington (LPA)—Doctors in 
many cities are resisting the Am
erican Medical Association’s assess
ment of $25 against each of its 
members to raise a $3,000,000 lobby 
fund to block President Truman’i 
health insurance legislation.

Opposition to the assessment, 
first voiced at a meeting of the 
District of Columbia Medical Soc
iety, has now spread to *New York, 
Brooklyn, and Boston, as well as 
other cities. Referenda on the un
precedented assessment have been 
demanded in Washington, Brooklyn 
and Boston, and opponents of the 
assessment in New York forestall
ed approval at least until next 
month.

Despite the widespread resist
ance, however, the AMA is expect
ed to apply enough pressure to 
make the assessment stick. In an 
effort to calm the revolt the AMA 
has mailed to all of its members a 
letter from Dr. George F. Lull, 
secretary of the Association, ex
plaining the assessment, is design
ed for a nation-wide campaign to 
mobilize public sentiment against 
health insurance legislation. He en
closed a leaflet filled with the 
AMA’s well known propaganda 
against .this measure which is 
backed by most of organized labor, 
as well as many liberal, church, 
and consumer groups.

One of the purposes of the fund, 
Dr. Lull explained, is to employ 
the public relations firm of Whit
aker & Baster, of San Francisco, to 
campaign against the health legis
lation. Whitaker & Baxter have 
established a record in California 
of fighting against organized labor 
and on the side of big money on 
many issues.

While the AMA was battling to 
collect its $3,000,600 lobby fund 
from the assessment of its mem
bers, its stooge—the National Phy
sicians Committee for the Exten
sion of Medical Service—was con
ducting a parallel campaign for a 
$1,000,000 fund to fight the health 
bill.

AMA has in the past denied any 
connection with the National Phy
sicians Committee, which has been 
widely criticized for some of the 
methods it has employed in fight
ing national health legislation. But 
the physicians committee in its ap
peal for funds mailed to all physi
cians a copy of a resolution endors
ing its activities which had been 
adopted at several AMA conven
tions, including the last one in St. 
Louis in December.

If the AMA and the National 
Physicians Committee both raise 
the money they are after, organiz
ed medicine will have a total cam
paign chest of about $4,000,000, for 
the fight on the health insurance 
legislation. f

This is about a dollar for every 
penny available to the Committee 
for the Nation’s Health, which is 
campaigning in support of the bill. 
This Committee has to rely upon 
funds provided by public spirited 
citizens with no axe to grind, in
stead of upon assessments.

In an effort to make the best use 
of its slim funds, the Committee 
for the Nation’s Health has ap
pointed Chat Paterson, former Na
tional Chairman of the American 
Veterans Committee, to coordinate 
its campaign for the health insur
ance legislation. Paterson said he 
was counting on the support of or
ganized labor, and the general 
public, to counterbalance the ter
rific lobby being raised by the or
ganized doctors. He urged all trade 
union members to write to their 
Congressmen asking for early 
action on S. 5, the health insur
ance bill sponsored by Senators 
Murray, Wagner, and others.

"SO MUCH . . 
' 215 Wwt Fifth StrMt

Whereas, Almighty God in His infinite wisdom, has seen 
fit to take from our midst our friend and fellow worker, 
Brother Ira D. Phillips, respected and admired for his fellow
ship and character, and

Whereas, We the members of Local Union 70, recognize 
the loss of this Brother, and shall cherish and respect the 
memory of his pleasant manner and as evidence of sympathy 
and esteem, it is hereby further,' -

Resolved, That we extend our profound sympathy to 
his family, a copy of this resolution be published in our 
official journal, The Potters Herald, a copy spread upon the 
minutes of the Local and a copy sent to the bereaved family. 
Also that our charter be draped in mourning for a period of 
thirty days.

Plenty Of Work
Controversial questions confront-’ 

ing the new Congress are many. 
You may expect a long drawn out 
and noteworthy session. Among 
the controversial subjects to be 
considered are the following: Re
peal of the Taft Hartley Act? Re
storation of excess profits tax? 
Higher corporation taxes? Build
ing up the armed forces as our 
first line of defense against Soviet 
aggression in Europe and China? 
Financial and military aid to 
China? Restoration of price con
trols? Continuation of rent con
trols? Restoration of rationing of 
scarce articles? A civil rights pro
gram? Repeal of the oleomargarine 
tax? Repeal of the Bulwinkle law 
passed by the $Oth Congress over 
President Truman’s veto, exempt
ing railroads from Snti-trust pro
secutions ? Tidelands oil ? Reci
procal trade agreements? St. Law
rence Seaway Pact with Canada? 
Broadening the Displaced Person* 
Act? Renewal of the Marshall 
Plan program? Military aid to 
Western European nations? . •

Progress \ t
The Rules Committee of the last 

Congress, with a majority of con
servative Southern Democrats and 
reactionary Republicans, was term
ed the “graveyard of legislation.” 
Housing for veterans, rent con
trols, reciprocal trade agreements 
and many other progressive mea
sures were buried in this Commit
tee. Under the procedure then fol
lowed, no bill could be passed on 
in the House of Representatives

Delegates present at the banquet 
cheered wildly when Vice-President 
George Baldanzi of Textile Work
ers Union emotionally described 
the role which American labor 
must play thruout the world. “Oqr 
role in the Marshall plan must be 
increased” Baldanzi declared. “We 
must say we want trade union 
leaders sent to Europe in positions 
of authority, not just as window 
dressing.”

“Communism will capture 
Europe,” he maintained, “not 
cause they’re more powerful, 
because we’re too stupid to 
what these people aspire 
Smashing applause greeted Bald- 
anzi’s statement that we “can’t 
beat Communism by jailing 12 lead
ers in New York” but must do it 
by having something better to 
offer ourselves.

The “better plan” was discussed 
thruout the conference not as one 
big thing, but as all the problems 
facing UAW members now. Meet
ing for two days were working 
conferences on the following 20 
subjects:

Building a Union Base in the 
Community; Housing; Farmer

Economics for Union
Collective

-unera
''■

BRITISH UNION CHIEFS 
EXPLAIN WFTU DEMISE

* London (LPA)—There was little*--------------------------—■ ' ‘
rejoicing in British labor circles 
this week over the death of the 
World Federation of Trade Unions. 
The great majority of Britain’s 
trade unionists, however, agreed 
that no course of action but with
drawal from the WFTU was open 
to its president, and one of British 
labor’s most ’ important leaders, 
Arthur Deakin, general secretary 
of the Transport & General Work
ers Union.

The Daily Herald controlled by 
the Trades Union Congress in a 
lead editorial late last week quoted 
Sir Walter Citrine—long-time gen
eral secretary of the TUC, and first 
president of the WFTU. In 1945 
when the WFTU was founded, 
Citrine had warned:

“If we once get into the maze of 
politics, as surely as I am standing 
at this rostrum, this international 
organization will perish. It will 
split, because the different concep
tions of political aspiration, desire, 
method and policy are so wide that 
they would divide us.”

At the fall 1948 TUC convention, 
British unionists voted overwhelm
ingly to permit their top spokes
men to disaffiliate from the WFTU 
should that step prove necessary. 
They declared that the corruption 
of the WFTU’s orignal aims was 
due to the Soviet bloc’s determin
ation to use the WFTU for pro
Communist propaganda, and to 
snipe at the Marshall plan for Eu
ropean recovery.

After the TUC, the American 
CIO, and the Dutch representatives 
had withdrawn from the WFTU 
board meeting last week, Deakin 
told reporters that Vassily Kuznet
sov, the Russian delegate had 
charged him and Secretary-Treas
urer James B. Carey with going to 
theif government’s embassies for 
“instructions.”

Deakin disclosed that he answer-

AUTO WORKERS MEET 
PRODUCE IDEAS PLUS 
PLANS FOR ACTIVITY

Milwaukee (LPA) — President*—;----------- ------------------------
Walter P. Reuther’s keynote ad-i“Ojlycrats.’ 
dress to the national UAW educa
tion conference here last week was 
the pace-setter for a three-day 
whirlwind parley in which more 
than 2500 delegates kicked arotmd 
ideas from the-shop and the top 
and exchanged information brought 
with them from all parts of the 

' United States and Canada.
Reuther talked about retirement 

pensions and social security, which 
•top the auto workers’ contract de- 
■mands for this year, and about the 
political future of labor, which will 

?be affected by whether the Demo- 
|cratic Congress and Administration 
4live up to their promises. These 
I two themes were discussed by 
^speakers in sessions each attended 
^by half the delegates, and then 20 
/working conferences, the backbone 
of the giant gathering, gave them 
a real going-over.

Political action came in for a lot 
of special attention and opinions 

/ranged from that of Rep. Andrew 
iBiemiller (D., Wis.) who held that 
“labor is thru chasing the third 

/party rainbow” and .will find its 
thome in the Democratic party, to 
‘that of Professor Robert Lynd, 
aauthor of the book “Middletown”, 
Iwho sparked plenty of rank-and- 
'file argument with his statement 
’that we need “a labor party that 

• fwould not just reward its friends 
jand punish its enemies” and would 
'“make up its mind about capital
ism.” 
' Lynd described the forthcoming 
;NAM community drive as “a super- 
fduper Mohawk Valley formula be
sides which the Mohawk Valley 
^formula is nothing.” How, he ask- 
<ed, are we going to meet this im
mense challenge and plan ade
quately for full employment and 
^security? This question rocked 
many of the delegates who declar
ed they were going back to their 
locals determined to thrash it out, 
along with other knotty problems 
discussed during the conference.

Speaking on a nationwide radio 
hook-up from a conference ban
quet at the Hotel Schroeder, form
er Interior Secretary Harold Ickes 
proposed that the federal govern
ment create a trust out of • the 
the money earned from tidelands 
oil under our coasts, and use this 
money to provide an adequate edu
cation for children 
country.

J “One of the most 
pects of the late and now more or 
less decently interred 80th Con
gress.” Ickes declared, “was the 
contrast of the speed with which it 
hastened to lay out 13% billions of 
dollars for instruments of war and 
^he military training of our young 
manhood, with its refusal to give 
$300,000,000 for federal aid to edu
cation.”

With Truman’s smashing victory 
there is less chance than there was 
that the States will get control of 
the tidelands, the lek asserted, 
pointing out that the Dixiecrat re
volt was financed by oil mon$y and 
a better name for them might be

ed when Kuznetsov had finished / j 
his denunciation of the CIO and v Z 
the TUC: (

“Until today I had always re
spected you personally, even when 
I disagreed with you. I cannot any 
longer.” ,

Neither he nor Carey, Deakin 
declared, had been near the British 
or American embassies. Kuznetsov 
knew he was lying, TUC General 
Secretary Vincent Tewson added, 
but it was the Russian’s job to set 
the anti-TUC propaganda line for 
American and English communists.

Carey and Deakin made a last 
minute effort to save the WFTU 
with a motion suspending its 
activities for a year, taking it out 
of the “cold war.” But the Com
munist-led unions rejected thi?. 
They .were determined to keep the 
WFTU in nominal existence, even 
at the cost of the withdrawal of 
most democratically-led union 
movements, as a part of the Com
munist propaganda network, Bri
tish union chiefs point out. '
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