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Washington (LPA)—The Tru
man administration is “abandoning 
the fight for genuine repeal” of the 
Taft-Hartley law according to a 
resolution passed here this week by 
the national committee of Henry 
Wallace’s Progressive party.

The party also attacked the AFL 
and CIO for their strategy in the 
fight against T-H. The Administra
tion’s labor bill, which has heen 
approved in general by organized 
labor, was labeled “an open invita
tion to the avowed Taft-Hartleyites 
in Congress to tack on their own 
’improvements’ which add up to all 
the worst features of that in
famous law.” •

Major feature of the two-day 
meeting, however, was the unveil
ing of Wallace’s “budget for abund
ance.” This includes a cut in ex
penditures for Marshall plan and 
military purposes, listed by Presi
dent Truman as $21.1 billion, to a 
total of $13.9 billion which Wallace 
would spend $7.2 billion for the 
military and $6.7 for relief to other 
nations, administered thru the 
United Nations. Wallace’s total 
US budget would total $54 billion 
contrasted to Truman’s $49 billion 
as Wallace figures it. A shift in 
the method of calculating social 
security funds would be made 
under his program and was in
cluded ip all of his figures.

to Congress to enact legislation 
favorable to industry and manage
ment—not only in labor relations, 
but also in the tax field.

Highlight of the week’s hearings 
was the clash between Sen. Matt
hew M. Neely (D. W. Va.) and the 
NLRB General Counsel Robert N. 
Denham. Neely had accused Den
ham of being biased in his attitude 
toward organized labor and the 
law, a charge which Denham heat
edly denied.

Denham also got a going over 
from Republican Sen. W sfy n e 
Morse (Ore.) on the power of his 
office. The office of general counsel 

! to the Board was created by the 
Taft-Hartley act, and gave the 
counsel sole authority to in
vestigate and prosecute cases, as 
well as to seek a temporary injunc
tion while he is prosecuting an un
fair labor practices case. CIO Gen
eral Counsel Arthur Goldberg has 
described the result of this innova
tion as “chaos.”

Morse has often been critical of 
this separation of power also and 
last week he made Denham squirm. 
Morse was polite enough to say 
that he was objecting only to the 
power given the counsel, and serv
ed notice that he will fight contin
uation of such an office when the 
bill gets to the floor of the Senate.
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Easy street—a place of freedom 
from financial cares and scene 
of a secure future—isn’t hard to 
find. Regular week-to-week sav
ings can put you there. The good 
habit of putting a little aside 
each week is really an easy habit 
to form—and there never was a 
better time to acquire it. Your 
dollar will buy a lot more of 
things you want on Easy Street 
tomorrow if you’ll come in and 
see us about a savings account 
today.

SAVE now at

First National
Member FDIC

East Liverpool’s Oldest Bank 
Phone 914

for happier
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High Court Ruling Leaves 
Truck Status In Mid-Air

Washington (LPA) — Labor'H-----:~-—
unions—as well as other groups— 
who sometimes use sound trucks 
during political campaigns or other 
special occasions to broadcast 
speeches will find their legal rights 
hanging in mid-air as a result of 
a Supreme Court decision last 
week.

The court—by a widely split 5 to 
4 decision—ruled that sound trucks 
which send out “loud and raucous” 
noises can be banned by city ordin
ances. But the five majority judges 
held widely differing opinions as 
to whether or not the city ordin
ances can ban all sound trucks in 
general or just “loud” ones.

The decision was in a test case 
from Trenton, N. J., brought by 
Charles Kovacs, a representative 
of the Steelworkers Union. He 
broadcast from a sound truck near 
the Trenton City Hall 
printers’ strike to test 
ordinance. He was later 
and thereupon appealed 
to the Supreme Cojjrt on the 
grounds that it violated freedom of 
speech.

The confusion in the ruling was 
caused by the fact that last year 
the Court ruled apparently just the 
opposite in the case of a sound 
truck case from Lockport, N. Y. 
In .that instance a minister of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses tested and 
attacked the city ordinance which 
prohibited the use of a sound truck 
without a specific permit from the 
chief of police. In that case the 
Court overruled the ordinance, say
ing that such an ordinance placed 
too much power on the chief of 
police. The majority opinion in that 
case said that the use of objection
able sound trucks should be pro
hibited in a narrower law specify
ing which instances would be ob
jectionable.

Five different opinions on var
ious reasonings behind this week’s 
decison were handed down by the 
justices, explaining their thinking 
on the case.
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House Labor Group 
Starts Drafting 
Minimum Wage Bill

Washington (LPA)—“I intend to 
stick by my guns,” Rep. John Les
inski (D., Mich.) told LPA last 
week, denying reports that he had 
abandoned hope of getting a 75c 
to $1 minimum wage bill out of the 
House Labor Committee which he 
heads. The committee starts debate 
and voting on Lesinski’s bill this 
week.

Windup witnesses before the 
committee last week were workers 
who. earn the under-75c wages 
which the new bill would prohibit 
in interstate industries. One after 
another, men and women from 
North Carolina, Mississippi, and 
from a community in Maryland 
only a few miles f^om the nation’s 
capitol, told of how they struggled 
to make ends meet on $28 and $33 
paychecks. “I want to be able to 
feed my kids pork chops instead of 
fatback,” one explained. An Amal- 
agamated Clothing Workers organ
izer in Mississippi, who got leave 
from her machine-operator’s job 
January to'carry the message 
unionism to other workers, told 
50c wages for skilled workers 
garment shops in her state.

Paul Sifton, legislative repre
sentative of the United Auto Work- 
ers-CIO, made a strong plea for 
increasing the minimum wage to 
$1 an hour as quickly as possible. 
This is justified on economic 
grounds, on ethical grounds, and 
as well as in the national interest.

He also urged the committee to 
delete from the final bill a section 
which would allow the wage floor 
to be cut from $1 to 85c, in indus
tries where the higher level had 
been established, in times of de
pression. This is simply tying low- 
paid workers to deflation, and 
dragging down the purchasing 
power of workers who can least af
ford pay cuts, Sifton said.

Addition of farm laborers, on 
commercial farms, to the coverage 
of the Fair Labor Standards Act 
was also urged by Sifton. Lesinski 
has introduced an additional meas
ure intended to cover this, which he 
expects to add to the overall bill. It 
has had support from Rep. Pace 
(D., Ga.) and Rep. Reid Murray 
(R., Wis.).

Second Engineer 
Is Urged For 
Safety On Diesels

Chicago (ILNS).—Union spokes
men vigorously defended the de
mand of the Brotherhood of Loco
motive Engineers for a second en
gineer on Diesel electric locomo
tives, at hearings held by an em
ergency fact finding board appoint
ed by President Trtiman.

J. P. Shields, assistant grand 
chief of the engineers, emphasized 
that the brotherhood’s demand was 
based on safety factors. A second 
engineer is needed in the rear of 
the Diesel attending the machinery, 
he insisted. The present crew con
sists of an engineer and a fireman.

The emergency board denied a 
petition of the Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Firemen and Engine
men to intervene in the proceed
ings, but held out a chance that 
the latter union might have some 
voice in the matter.

The board ruled that it lacked 
the authority to extend its juris
diction to include the firemen and 
enginemen, but it observed that it 
was empowered to determine who 
had the right to testify and what 
subjects might come up for consid
eration. The firemen are interested 
because they believe that the en
gineers’ demands affect jobs that 
belong to the firemen.

How to get to 
EASY ST.

WILLIAM GREEN ASKS 
STRAIGHT T-H REPEAL,- 
DENHAM GETS ROASTED

Washington (LPA)—The Senate*------------------------------ -------- ----------
Labor Committee, in its hearings 
on the Truman labor bill, last week 
heard AFL President William 
Green describe the Taf.t-Hartley 
act as “impracticable, unworkable, 
and destructive of the common, 
elemental rights of labor.”

He strongly urged the committee 
to recommend to the Senate that it 
repeal the T-H act in its entirety 
and enact the Administration’s 
labor bill with a few minor changes. 
He said it was his considered opin
ion that the new Truman bill wopld 
lay the groundwork for a “national 
labor policy based primarily on 
faith in the free collective bargain
ing process.”

Green put his stamp of approval 
on the section of the Truman bill— 
being fought over by some senators 
—that would return the Conciliation 
Service to the Labor Dep’t. He also 
told the Senate committee that he 
was pleased to find nothing in the 
Truman bill that provided, in his 
opinion, for the use of the injunc- 

. tion in national strikes. He urged 
the senators to leave the bill that 
way in the final draft.

In speaking of the AFL’s exper
ience with the Taft-Hartley act, 
Mr. Green was scathing in his cri
ticism. He said the law made it a 
“crime” to pursue free collective 
bargaining with employers in many, 
instances, even when the object 
was an agreement satisfactory to 
both sides. His suggestions on the 
Truman bill, in fact, were to make 
a few changes of wording so that 
not the slightest vestige of the 
Taft-Hartley act remains in force.

The day before Green appeared 
before the Senate Committee, Har
vey Brown, president of the Int’l 
Association of Machinists, had also 
been articulate in picking to pieces 
the Taft-Hartley law.

He said that since the T-H law 
wps enacted the IAM has had to 
employ a battery of lawyers to pro
tect itself, and that strikes had oc
curred that would never have hap
pened without the law, and that 
now the union is embroiled in dam
age suits totalling millions just be
cause of the law.

Brown indicated that a prolong
ed discussion of the new law, 
especially if it were apparent that 
any part of the T-H law might re
main on the statute books, would 
possibly create considerable strain 
during the numerous contract nego- 

ytiations scheduled for this coming 
Pi- spring.

On being questioned by Sen. 
Hubert Humphrey (D., Minn.), 
Brown charged that a good propor
tion of the current wave of layoffs 
were intended to provide an uyge

House Group OK’s 
Longshore Bill

Washington (LPA)—Having fin
ally worked out a formula on the 
“overtime on overtime” question 
that was acceptable to labor, em
ployers, and the multitude of lawy
ers concerned, the House Labor 
Committee this week ends its hear
ings on a new and improved Fair 
Labor Standards Act.

This week the group winds up 
hearings, and begins voting on a 
bill introduced by Chairman John 
Lesinski (D., Mich.) which would 
raise the minimum wage to 75c an 
hour and eventually to $1 on an in- 
duStry-by-industry basis. It would 
also extend coverage to millions of 
workers not now protected and 
would strengthen the child labor 
prohibition..

The committee last week heard 
from two unions supporting an im
mediate $1 minimum wage. Russ 
Nixon, Washington representative 
of the United Electrical Workers, 
urged the $1 minimum, and a low
ering of the hours after which 
overtime pay is required from the 
present 40 to 85. •

In addition, the Textile Workers 
Union forwarded to the committee 
a resolution by its international ex
ecutive council calling for a pay 
floor of “at least $1 an hour.”

The “overtime-on-overtime” bill, 
which was rushed thru separately 
in order to avoid a serious situa
tion in the east coast longshore in
dustry when a temporary union
employer agreement expires this 
month, exempts from the overtime 
requirements of the law the steve
doring and building construction 
industries. The exemption applies 
only to the method of figuring what 
the time-and-a-half rate should be, 
which is complicated in these in
dustries by long-standing agree
ments on premium pay for partic
ular hours and times of the week. 
A Supreme Court ruling last 
upslt these practices.

Comment On I Labor Urges Economic 
World Events || Program In Public Interest
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Whereas, Almighty God in His inflhite wisdom, has seen 
fit to take from our midst our friend and fellow worker, 
Sister Mildred Erwin, respected and admired for her fellow
ship and character, and

Whereas, We the mmebers of Local Union 98 recognize 
the loss of this Sister, and shall cherish and respect the 
memory of her pleasant manner and as evidence of sympathy 
and esteem, it is hereby further,

Resolved, That we extend our profound sympathy to Her 
family, a copy of this resolution be published in our official 
journal, The Potters Herald, a copy spread upon the minutes 
of the Local, and a copy sent to the bereaved family, also 
that oiir charter be draped in mourning for a period of thirty 
days.
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