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Union Industries Show At Cleveland 
To Eclipse All Former Exhibitions

Need 1,500,000 ■ 
Homes Each Year 
Senators Told

“which seems to be one of the sur
est indications that there is much 
to hide.”

Sees Challenge to Reds
Thorp said that there was much 

disturbing evidence of slave labor 
in Navaya Zemlya and Komi in far 
northern European Russia; in 
northern Siberia; in the Dalstroi 
area in the northern part of the 
Soviet Far East; in the Kazak and 
Kirgiz Soviet Republics, and in 
Sakhalin.

If the representatives of the So
viet and other countries deny that 
forced labor exists in their coun
tries then let them open the way 
for an impartial study, he said.

Washington (LPA) — Senator 
Hubert H. Humphrey, along with 
other members of the Senate Labor 
Committee, gets a lot of letters 
these days while the committee is 
holding hearings on the Truman 
labor bill. Last week he heard from 
a man who put his opinions down 
in hot lead.

The letter was from Jack O’Con
nell, dt Washington, D. C., linotype 
operator, who with another printer 
had visited one of the night ses
sions of the Labor Committee hear
ings and heard an agent of the 
commercial printing industry urge 
the senators to keep the Taft-Hart
ley law.

O’Connell was so impressed with 
Senator Humphrey’s questioning of 
the commercial printer that when 
he got back to his shop he sat down 
at the machine, set it on 10 pt. 
century type on a 21 pica width 
and started with his ideas. When 
he finished, some 92 picas—or 15 
inches—later, he just pulled a gal
ley proof of the type and sent 
along to Senator Humphrey.

Washington; *D. C. '(ILNS).— 
The American Federation of Labor 
will leave to state federations the 
decision on a proposal to aid poorly 
paid state legislators, A FL Pres
ident William Green said here.

Provision of such aid so that 
labor sympathizers could jifford to 
serve as legislators was. discussed 
at a meeting of the administrative, 
committee of the A FL Labor’s 
League for Political Education. 
The legislative-aid proposal was 
part of a broad campaign consider
ed by the league to increase labor’s 
voice in national political affairs.

Consideration of direct aid for 
labor-minded legislators stemmed 
from a discussion of various anti- 
closed-shop state laws;

In reviewing the problem of re
pealing such laws, on a state-by- 
state basis, the suggestion was 
made that unions could have a 
greater voice in state legislatures 
by helping make it worthwhile for 
persons in accord with union aims 
to run for office, or to help those 
already in office meet the daily cost 
of living.

The League for Political Educa
tion will begin the campaign but 
the extent to which it will be push
ed will be up to the state federa
tions, Green said.
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Asks For Civil 
Rights Treaties

Printer Uses His 
Linotype Machine 
To Write Senator

Washington (LPA)—A high 
State Dep’t official told the Nation
al Citizens Conference on Civil Lib
erties here last week that the hu
man rights provisions of the United 
Nations Charter must be put in the 
form of obligations between nations 
if another war is to be averted.

The official was D. V. Sandifer, 
acting director of .the Office of 
United Nations Affairs of the State 
Dep’t. He told the delegates to the 
two-day meeting that the provis
ions of the Charter on human rights 
are not enough, as they stand.

The conference also heard a num
ber of other Washington officials, 
including Paul Porter, former OPA 
Administrator, who expressed the 
opinion that the government’s loy
alty program should be abolished 
because of the way it has our con
cepts of freedom of association.

A number of labor figures also 
took part in the sessions, including 
George L. Weaver of the Commit- 
tee to Abolish Discrimination and 
James A. Wechsler, Washington 
correspondent for the New York 
Post and a well-known labor writer.

Washington, D. C. (ILNS). — 
The Union Industries Show, to be 
held May 18th trough the 22nd in 
Cleveland, Ohio, will eclipse all 
former exhibitions sponsored by 
the Union Label Trades Depart
ment of the American Federation 
of Labor. “I believe it will go down 
in the chronicles of American or
ganized labor as the crowning 
event of 1949,” I. M. Ornbum, the 
director, said here. >

“In addition to the elaborately 
decorated booths the entire audi
torium will be all dressed up,” Orn- 
burn said. “The design of ‘good re
lations,’ which is the goal of the 
Union Industries Show, will be dis
played by posters on the huge pil
lars of the auditorium. They will 
carry the emblem of labor-manage
ment cooperation—a huge scale in 
which the worker and employer are 
equally balanced.

“Other posters will carry all 
union labels, shop cards and service 
buttons. They will be displayed in 
the booths of the various manu
facturers, 'industries, and display 
spaces occupied by the respective 
AFL national and international 
unions.” f
I To Have”“Newest Look”

“Modernized designs for display 
booths are now being planned and 
they will give the show the newest 
look,” he added. “Thousands of 
American consumers will visually 
witness ample proof that union- 
made goods and union services are 
tops in quality, value, and crafts
manship. The show will prove to

Harrisburg, Pa. (ILNS).—The 
state reported 853 anthracite mines 
had no fatalities in 1948, a new 
safety mark for the hard coal 
region. The operators turned in 28,- 
754,612 man-hours during the year. 
One hundred thirty-one fatal ac
cidents in the hard coal fields oc
curred at 89 operations. But the 
over-all record of 9.87 fatalities per 
million man-hours set a new safety 
mark for Pennsylvania.

Appointed To Greek Mission
Washington (LPA)—A member 

of the Int’l Brotherhood of Elec
trical Workers-A FL and national; 
representative of the American 
Federation of Government Em
ployes, Joseph F. Heath, has beenj 
appointed by ECA head Paul Hoff-i 
mqn as labor advisor to the ECA| 
mission in Greece. Heath, who; 
started as a Navy Yard electrician, 
was cited by Bert J4. Jewell apd1 
Clinton S. Golden, ECA labor ad
visors, for his “organizing ability 
with AFGE and experience in man
agement procedures.”
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minds about the rightness of what 
they’re doing.

As they see the tremendous 
battle that democratic unionists in 
Communis t-ridden France are 
waging for free unionism, demo
cracy and a better life for the 
workers, their devotion to the 
ideals of democratic trade union
ism regardless of national lines 
has become a deep and vital part 
of their lives.

There is not one bit of destruc
tive criticism in what they’ve said 
about the operation of ECA. It’s 
been good—essential in fact to 
maintaining the very life of sev
eral nations. All the US union 
men ask is that more real progres
sives be sent over here to work for 
ECA, and that US labor as a 
whole, thru ECA and,thru direct 
aid to free unions herb, does more 
to help European labor establish] 
those economic standards which | 
are the only firm basis for demo-1 
cracy. I

achievement from

WARNER BROS.,

MRS. HAZEL E. COLEMAN
Mrs. Hazel E. Coleman, 54, died 

Feb. 20 in her home, 514^ Market 
street, following a long illness.

A daughter of the late Owen 
Nolan and Minnie Jackson Nolan, 
Mrs. Coleman was born in East 
Liverpool. She was employed last 
at the Taylor, Smith & Taylor pot
tery’and affiliated with Local Union 
124, National Brotherhood of Oper
ative Potters.

Mrs. Coleman loaves an aunt, 
Mrs. Carrie Doughty of East Liver
pool.

By WILLIAM GAUSMANN -
Paris (LPA) — The Marshall 

plan could never even have been 
launched had not the democratic 
trade union movement favored the 
idea, Ambassador William C. Fost
er told three American trade union 
reporters last week.

Foster is Economic Cooperation 
Administration deputy chief for 
all of Europe. This month, in the 
absence of Ambassador W. Averill 
Harriman he’s in charge of all 
Marshall plan activities in Europe.

American trade unionists on 
duty in ECA’s labor division and 
labor information division in Paris 
told us that during the past few 
months Foster and other top ECA 
officials are coming more and 
more to understand that the sup
port of Europe’s workers is essen
tial to success of the recovery ef
fort.

At first the non-labor people in 
ECA thought mostly in terms of 
balance of trade, budgets, and 
other important economic pro
blems. While not denying the sig
nificance of these issues the corps 
of alert US labor spokesmen here 
have insisted that ECA itself must 
give more attention to the well
being of European workers.

They point out that in countries 
where the Communists have sub
stantial influence in the unions 
they have a tremendous negative 
strength. Altho they cannot contri
bute to bettering working class 
living standards they can, by poli
tical strikes and refusal to cooper
ate with the international recovery 
effort, seriously impede its pro
gress.

Unless ERP planning includes 
not only long-range economic im
provements, but immediate assist
ance to the workers, democratic 
labor in countries like France and 
Italy where the Communists are 
strong, will be unable to success
fully challenge CP control of most 
of the unions.

The US union mon do not ques
tion the long-term plans of their 
ECA colleagues. These add up to 
a large measure of permanent im
provement of Europe’s productive 
facilities • they agree. But ECA 
won’t win the battle for democracy 
in France and Italy unless the real 
wages of ordinary people improve 
even before the plan’s completion.

A feeling is growing among the 
AFL and CIO designees here that 
additional US labor men and 
women are needed in the ECA op
eration. While expressing real con
fidence in Harriman, Foster, and 
ECA Country mission heads like 
David Bruce in France and Thomas 
Finletter in England, they explain 
that in subordinate, but key spots 
in the set-up, labor is represented 1 
only in its own two specialized 
divisions. US unionists ate compet
ent to hold important jobs in in
dustry and economic divisions as 
well as “capital L” labor sections 
they say. There seems no limit to 
the jobs business men are consid
ered qualified for.

Neither Harriman nor anyone 
else in Europe has much to say 
about ECA personnel policies. 
These appointments are made in 
Washington by Administrator 
Paul Hoffman and his deputy, 
conservative Howard Bruce. US 
labor men, and the good group of 
former civil servants in ECA here 
who sympathize with them, hope 
that American labor will take more 
of an interest in the actual admin
istration of the Marshall plan, and 
make its voice heard more in 
Washington about both overall 
policies and personnel.

The top men here, like Harri
man, Foster, David Bruce and Fin- 
letter, are willing to listen to labor 
and liberal advisors. But there’s 
a need for more of this in the un- 
dramatic sounding jobs that really 
count if the Marshall plan is to 
succeed.

Our US union men here are 
working hard. They have the full 
respect of the rest of the ECA 
staff. There’s no doubt in their

■ Washington (LPA)—The acute 
housing shortage requires a pro
gram to build 1,500,000 homes a 
year, in contrast with the 925,000 
Units finished in 1948, President 
Richard J. Gray of the AFL Build
ing & Construction Trades Dep’t 
told a Senate Banking Subcommit
tee last week.

“Even more alarming than the 
deficiency in the number of new 
homes is the fact that comparative
ly few new homes or apartments 
are being built for sale or rent at 
prices average familes can afford 
to pay,” Gray said. “In many com
munities in all parts of the coun
try there are virtually no houses 
for sale at less than $10,000.”

“With selling prices of new 
homes at such terrifically high 
levels, We feel that it is both econ
omically (insound and grossly un
fair to encourage low-income or 
even moderate income families to 
invest their life savings in new 
homes. Therefore, the primary need 
at the present time is" for rental 
housing. Yet only about 17% of 
the new units constructed in 1948 
are so-called ‘rental-type’ dwell
ings, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. The percentage 
for 1949 is expected to be only 
slightly higher. Moreover, the few 
rental units which are being con
structed are being offered at rents 
far above what average families 
can afford to pay,” the AFL spokes
man warned. “The average month
ly rent for newly constructed 
apartments in late 1948 was 
$115.60.”

To meet the needs of the 60% 
of U. S. families who earn between 
$2,OCO and $4,000 a year, he called 
for legislation “encouraging con
struction of large-scale rental and 
cooperative housing projects with 
rents or monthly payments low 
enough to fit their family pocket-1 
book. In addition, we think it is I 
essential that an adequate housing! 
program be developed for the hun
dreds of thousands of farm work
ers, many of whom are living in 
hovels much worse than even our 
urban slums.”

Getting down to details, the AFL 
spokesman urged that these points 
be in whatever housing bill is final
ly reported to the Senate:

1— Power to complete 1,050,000 
public low-cost housing units in 
four years.

2— To house middle-income fam
ilies—loans to mutual or coopera
tive ownership corporations, non
profit corporations, and limited di
vidend corporations with standards 
set for rent levels, charges, rate of 
returq and methods of operation. A 
separate unit to administer this. 
Rents as low as $50 to $60 per 
month thru lower financing costs, 
the non-profit operation of the co
op, maintaining an extremely low 
vacancy rate, ^voiding luxury ser
vices and encouraging tenant main
tenance. A target of 120,000 units 
a year should be set in the bill.

Farm housing—at least 200,- 
000 units for laborers living off the 
farm, about half of these for mig- 
ra^t families. President H. L. Mit
chell of. .the Nat’l Farm Labor 
Union-AFL appeared to underline 
this proposal. . ■ ,

In addition, Gray urged that 
loans to private builders contain 
the “prevailing wage” requirement 
already in effect.

Gray also backed up proposals] 
for slum clearance and city rede
velopment, and for housing re
search—especially for a census of 
housing every 10 years starting in 
1950.

While insisting that at present 
there are no serious shortages of 
materials or labor to carry out such 
a program, Gray said the AFL fav
ors legislation “giving the Pres
ident stand-by powers for the allo
cation of building materials.”
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the world that when management 
teams up with union labor, thereby 
emphasizing the human element, 
that they can put on the most edu
cational, interesting, and entertain
ing event of its kind ever staged in, 
America.”

Mosher Gets Full 
Treatment At 
Hearings On Bill

ROBERT L- - - - - - -  w
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Whereas, Almighty God in His infinite wisdom, has seen 
fit to take from our midst our friend and fellow worker, 
Brother Carl Wilkinson, respected and admired for his fel
lowship and character, and

Whereas, We the members of Local Union 12, recognize 
the loss of this Brother, and shall cherish and respect the 
memory of his pleasant manner and a? evidence of sympathy 
and esteem, it is hereby further,

Resolved, That we extend our profound sympathy to 
his family, a copy of this resolution be published in our 
official journal, The Potters Herald, a copy spread upon the 
minutes of the Local and a copy sent to the bereaved family. 
Also that our charter be draped in mourning for a period of 
thirty days. ...

BANQUET BUSTERS”—Colored Cartoon j 

News of the Day in Picture

Continuous Show Saturday and Stinday j

Washington (LPA)—The Nat’l 
•Association of Manufacturers—the 
focal point of big busirtess’ react
ionary views and conservatism— 
made its appearance at the Truman 
labor bill hearings here last week 
in the person of Ira Mpsher, pres
ident of the group. Mosher went 
home a much battered gentleman.

Senators Pepper and Humphrey 
topped off the hearings on Friday 
morhing by riding roughshod over 
the NAM president. After Mosher 
read a prepared statement to the 
committee, which not only approv
ed the T-H act, but urged the com
mittee to add more to it to restrict 
labor unions even more,. Senator 
Pepper tore loose, like this:

“Mr. Mosher, the National Asso
ciation of Manufacturers is a 
greater enemy to democracy than 
labor will ever be. You are a 
spokesman of reactionary forces in 
this country that can’t see beyond 
the end of their noses, and yet you 
control radio, the press and other 
media for influencing the public.”

“There is less featherbedding in 
labor than in management, and 
much less tyranny, and consider
ably more democracy.” Pepper said 
that the NAM never comes in to 
say a word about such necessary 
and progressive legislation as that 
pushing the construction of new 
houses, or rent control, or more 
pay for teachers, or the construc
tion of new schools, “but if labor 
asks for a decent living wage, man
agement mobilizes to come here 
and talk about democracy.”

Humphrey broke in to list 25 
pieces of major progressive legis
lation between 1983 and 1941 and 
said the NAM had been opposed to 
every one. In fact, Humphrey said, 
the only thing the NAM had ever 
approved of beside the Taft-Hart
ley act was the Panama Canal.

He asked Mosher outright if he 
could recall any liberal legislation 
that the NAM had ever supported, 
and Mosher was unable to do so. 
’*“#nd speaking of featherbed
ding,” Humphrey asked Mosher, 
“would you consider it featherbed
ding1 for a company to take huge 
full-page ads in newspapers during 
the war to advertise products which 
were not on the market, or throw 
huge cocktail parties for friends, 
and to charge both those expenses 
up to cost, to lessen taxes?” ..

Ben. Pepper returned to the mat
ter of profits, to Mosher’s discom
fort. “I know who made the profits 
in the war, and so do the American 
people. There are always the peo
ple who stay home and make the 
profits. And, now with their highest 
profits in history the NAM comes 
in here attempting to repress labor 
even more than it is now.” *. * < , t■ B B B iB B B DU B B II»
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State Legislators ' 
Deserve Help To 
Defray Expense

Washington (LPA) — Although 
AFL President William Green told 
the Senate Labor Committee in 
plain words last week that he was 
not considering a plan to make out
right payments to state legislators 
to help defray their expenses, more 
than one person agreed that some
thing ought to be done about the 
situation.

Sen. Murray, (D., Mont.) asked 
Green if it wasn’t true that many 
corporations and employers in the 
states helped f»ay the expenses of 
legislators, and Green agreed that 
it was.

The whole question brought this 
comment from the Machinist, week
ly publication of the Int’l Associa
tion of Machinists:

“Our hat is off to Labor’s League 
for Political Education for the 
dramatic way it has called atten
tion to the starvation wages paid 
to state legislators.

“A man or woman has always 
had to be independently wealthy in 
order to accept election to a state 
legislature, or he or she has had to 
be on somebody’s payroll. That 
somebody, of course, has always 
been an employer corporation. In 
its report on state legislatures to 
the recent AFL Executive Council 
meeting, the LLPE recalled that 
once, in Wisconsin, sorhe Socialist 
union members passed the hat to 
help a liberal member of the Wis
consin legislature.

“The daily newspapers seized on 
this report as the basis for the 
charge that the AFL was planning 
to subsidize state legislators. The 
editorial writers immediately came 
out against it.

“We congratulate the LLPE for 
focusing public attention on the 
need for every state to pay its leg
islators a living wage so they won’t 
need subsidies from labor—or from 
employer corporations.”
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GREEN ASKS T-H REPEAL-A FL President William Green tells 
the Senate Labor Committee that the Taft-Hartley act is “impracticable, 
unworkable, as destructive of the common elemental rights of labor.’ 
Republican committee members are still dragging out the T-H hearings 
in an effort to have the law on the books when spring contract openings 
roll around.
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U. S. Delegate To UN Council Demands 
Probe of Soviet Slave Labor Camps

New York City (ILNS).—As a result of charges made by the Amer
ican Federation of Labor, the United States has demanded that the 
United Nations investigate Russia’s slave labor camps, in which, it is 
alleged 8,000,000 to 14,000,000 persons are held.

In a blistering denunciation before the UN Economic and Social 
Council at Lake Success, N. Y., the United States delegate, Willard L. 
Thorp, Assistant Secretaiy of State for European Affairs, accused the 
Soviet government of hiding deplorable facts on slave labor conditions 
behind a thick curtain of secrecy. He followed this up with the broader 
charge that Communist regimes in the Soviet satellite states had 
brought in their wake a return to^^ - __
slave labor practice similar to 
those abolished a century ago.

AFL Forces Inquiry
i Thorp’s attack came as the coun

cil took up for discussion the Am
erican Federation of Labor’s insist
ence on an investigation of enforc
ed labor in eastern European coun
tries. The AFL demand was before 
the last two sessions of the council, 
but had been sidestepped uaul the 
present session.

The- AFL accusation was “per
haps the gravest charge that can 
come before the Economic and 
Social Council.” Thorp declared.

It had geen generally assured, 
he told the council, that the Em
ancipation Proclamation of Lincoln 
and the abolition of serfdom in 
Czarist Russia had ended a dark 
era in human history. Then, he 
said, came the shocking horrors of 
the Nazis and n<riv**We have before 
us a document which alleges that 
millions of human beings behind 
another line are being forced to 
live and work under conditions 
which are tantamount to slavery.” 

Says Searchlight Needed
“Such a charge cannot be ignor

ed,” he contended. “If it lacks 
foundation, the accused countries 
should desire and be given every 
opportunity to have their reputa
tions cleared. If it is correct, then 
the members of the United Na
tions, pledged by the Charter to 
promote ‘universal respect for, and 
olgservance of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all,’ 
must face the issue squarely.”

Despite the thick curtain of sec
recy maintained by the Kremlin 
authorities, Thorpe continued, “en
ough information has come to 

L world attention from Soviet 
sources, as well as from a steadily 

F increasing number of other sources, 
a ’ to point the need to turn 
H searchlight 

ection.” 
bz Cites 
[ He said 
* vious sessions had admitted the ex- 

istence of what the Soviet repre- 
sentative described as “corrective 

B labor camps,” but did not give any 
information on the number of pris
oners nor describe precisely what 
the “corrective” camps corrected, 

t Thorp said that for questions 
■f such as “What conditions did the 

prisoners work under and what was 
the death rate?” Pavlov had only 
presented a cloak of secrecy,
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