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I long for the good old days 
when all that the government gave 
away was seeds

TV Musicians Win Pav Hike
New York (LPA) — S’everal 

weeks of negotiations with radio 
networks have resulted in a raise 
for union musicians on television 
stations served by. the four ■ net
works, American Federation of 
Musicians-A FL announced.

Ask for Union Labeled merchan
dise.

DEPRESSION NOT NECESSARY
New York (LPA)—Depression in 

this country can be averted—pro
vided there is more cooperation be
tween management, labor and the 
Federal Government, Everett Kass- 
alow, labor ass’t research director, 
said here last week in a radio de
bate with two university econom
ists. While most of the Roosevelt 
domestic legislation would ease “a 
potential shock,” he urged higher 
wages for the nation’s workers, 
with a lower unit of profit for busi
ness, as the one real insurance 
against economic decline.

ILGWU SUED FOR A MILLION
New York (LPA)—A non-union 

shop, Joanette Juniors Inc., in the 
New York dress market last week 
initiated a $1,000,000 Taft-Hartley 
law violation suit against the Int’l 
Ladies Garment Workers Union- 
AFL. The open shop employer 
charged that the ILGWU set up a 
“secondary boycott” against it dur
ing a recognition strike, persuad
ing truckers and another garment 
firm with which it has been doing 
business to Stop handling Joanett. 
products.
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TWU WANTS FOURTH ROUND
New York (LPA) — Transport 

Workers Union President Michael 
Quill told his colleagues on the 
New York City Council last week 
that TWU will soon be filing its 
“fourth round” wage demands. 
Union leaders are currently work
ing on their collective bargaining 
program, Quill disclosed. Of New 
York’s 38,00(1 transit workers, 33,- 
000 are employed by city owned 
lines.

New York (LPA)—New York’s 
striking locals of the Brewery 
Workers Union last week rejected 
an employers’ attempt to end their 
two-week-old strike with a $3 
weekly wage increase. Altho this 
advance from the Brewers Board 
of Trade’s previous offer admitted 
the success of the strike, BWU 
members aren’t kidding when they 
say safety regulations and better 
working conditions are their prin
cipal objectives.

Two principal complaints of the 
NY brewery workers are that the 
companies’ speed-up has reduced 
their presume $70 weekly pay to 
about $55, and has forced them to 
wrestle beer kegs and cases so 
rapidly that the normal hazards of 
the trade are greatly increased.

They’re demanding a 35-hour 
work week and two men on each 
beer truck, as well as a wage in
crease and union participation in 
the administration of the indus
try’s welfare fund.

Despite the efforts of US and 
NY mediators the Brewers Board 
of Trade, which speaks for the big 
shots in the trade, have refused to 
negotiate on these issues.

A FL and Int’l Association of 
Machinists contracts for craftsmen 
in the breweries expire this week
end, and the employers are threat
ened with a withdrawal of 
maintenance crews. ■

Continuing demands from 
beer distributors—as well as 
patrons themselves — have finally 
resulted in the big New Jersey 
brewers, Ballantine’s and Krueg
er’s, sending beer into parched 
Gotham. For a week they refused 
to do so, despite guarantees of un
molested deliveries by BWU, in 
what looked very much like an in
dustry-wide attempt to defeat the 
NY BWU strike.

’ Meanwhile, In Buffalo, BWU 
members are sticking to their 
strike too. Wages are the principal 
issue in this one.
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Washington (LPA) — United 
Mine Workers President John L. 
Lewis’ announcement last week 
that the coal diggers' union is sue- 
ing( some .mine operators for, de
linquent payments to the welfare 
and retirement fund focused atten
tion on coal operators’ plan to buck 
the union when contract negotia
tions get under way this summer.

Numerous coal owners have 
never paid in the money due the 
pension fund from the days when 
they were attempting to avoid 1947 
contract obligations. A few are still 
“unpaiid” in their 1946 accounts, 
when the federal government seiz
ed the mines and conceded the first 
welfare program to the 
number of companies, however, 
have settled these bills 
UMW out of court.

Speaking thru the Nat’l Coal As
sociation last week the mine own
ers started t heir 1949 barrage 
against the UMW. NCA Executive 
Secretary John Battle called the 
recent lowering of the eligible age 
for pensions from 62 to 60 an at
tempt to “price the industry out 
of business.” Ezra Van Horn, own
ers’ agent on the fund’s board op
posed this move, which Lewis and 
neutral trustee Sen. H. Styles 
Bridges (R, NH) voted for.

Anticipating the demand for a 
shorter working week expected to 
be put forward when the UMW’s 
policy committee meets this week
end, the operators have suddenly 
decreed a cut in coal prices. They 
have not yet come up, however, 
with an answer to the union’s claim 
that only a reduced work week will 
remedy the current underemploy
ment of miners, which has resulted 
in a number of them getting only 
three days work a week.

Emphasizing the situation in 
those industries in which demands 
for coal have decreased, and feign
ing ingnorance of new coal require
ments of others, some mine owners 
are threatening a lockout this sum
mer when the UMW presents its 
1949 proposals—which will certain
ly include the shorter work week 
and increased royalties for the 
welfare and retirement fund.

ITALIAN UNIONISTS AT WHITE HOUSE—Three Italian labor leaders wound up a month’s tour of 
this country with a visit to Pres. Truman at the White House. While they were here the Italians, were en
tertained by both AFL and CIO unions. At the White House are (left to right) A. Claudio Rocci, anti-com- 
munist leader in the CGIL; Italian Ambassador Alberto Tarchiani; President Truman, Guilio Pastore, pres
ident of the LCGIL and Giovanni Cannini, also from CGIL.

Kicks At Link ‘ - 
With Dixiecrats

MRS. GEORGE PENEBAKER
Mrs. Grace Sarah Penebaker, 51, 

wife of George S. Penebaker, died 
April 19 at her home, 420 Rural 
Lane.

Mrs. Penebaker was born in East 
Liverpool, a daughter of Thomas 
Manypenny and Sophia Kirkham 
Manypenny. She was employed in 
the decorating department at Plant 
No. 8 of the Homer Laughlin China 
Co. and affiliated with Local Union 
124, National Brotherhood of Op
erative Potters. ’

She leaves a brother, William‘A. 
Mapypenny, and four sisters, Mr^. 
Leo A. McKeever, Mrs. Pearl Cun
ningham, Mrs. Richard Simpson 
and Mrs. Carl Weekley, all of East 
Liverpool.

Mine Workers 
And Coal Owners 
Gird For Battle
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Demand Settlement 
Of Basic Issues

ocracy.”
The labor officials, along with 

Dr. Channing Frothingham, chair
man of Committee for the Nation’s 
Health, took to Truman a 24-page 
document disclosing that special 
laws instigated by medical societ
ies have been enacted in 22 states, 
in effect preventing the establish
ment of voluntary health insurance 
plans unless these are controlled 
by organized medicine.

“States and local medical societ
ies use restrictive state legislation, 
boycotts and other professional 
pressures,” according to the Com
mittee for the Nation’s Health re
port, “to block the growth of 
health insurance plans providing 
comprehensive medical services and 
sponsored by industries, unions, co
operatives, farmers and other con
sumer groups.”

The spanking administered to 
the AMA was closed with a warn
ing from Sen. Morse that “if it is 
a political fight the American 
Medical Association wants, it cer
tainly can have it.” He also said 
that “the AMA apparently must 
learn that there are men in the 
Congress in increasing numbers 
who are willing to make a fight 
for better health service for all the 
American people, in the very face 
of AMA opposition, if necessary, 
and even take a political licking 
doing it, rather than bend a knee 
to such unconscionable political 
activity as the AMA is about 
inaugurate.”

at the American Medical Ass’n, 
leaving proponents of a health 
surance program to cover all 
the American people cheered 
developments here last week.

Top health news of the week 
eluded:

1— President Truman told a dele
gation from Committee for the 

■ Nation’s Health that he will send 
‘•up to Congress a special message 
urging health insurance some time 
'probably late this week. He will 
later make a nation-wide radio 
talk, it was announced by the dele
gation, which included AFL Pres
ident William Green, CIO Secre
tary-treasurer James Carey, and 
President Harvey Brown of the 
Int’l Association of Machinists.

2— Sen. Wayne Morse (R, Ore.) 
delivered a scathing attack on the 
American Medical Ass’n in a 
speech in the Senate. “I wish to 
make perfectly clear at the outset 
of these remarks that I am opposed 
to the bill calling for compulsory 
national health insurance,” Morse 

jsaid. “But I rise to protest the 
’policy of the AMA in respect to 
what amounts in fact to a political 
fund-raising program.” He charg
ed AMA’s $25-a-doctor assessment 
is a $3,500,000 slush fund ... a 

^program for political lobbying in 
order to deny to the American peo
ple any medical program upon 
’which the AMA does not put its 
Stamp of approval.”

3— Thoroly blanketed by Morse’s 
attack on AMA was the Taft-Don
nell-Smith health bill, introduced 
by .the three GOP lenders on the 
same day. The measure would give 
the states and local communities 
$1% billion dollars in the next five 
years, to spend for school health 
services, for hospital construction, 
for aiding medical schools to step 
Up enrollments, and for local public 
health services. The money would 
pay local health authorities for 
medical care for those unable to 
pay their way, and would in some 
cases allow the local authorities to 
pay the dues of the “medically in
digent” in voluntary health insur
ance plans. It is frankly called a 
“government welfare program” in 
the authors’ summary of the meas
ure.

President Green made the ann
ouncement about Truman’s forth
coming message at the door of the 
White House. He also termed the 
Taft-Donnell-Smith bill “a subter
fuge” which organized labor “will 
oppose with all the power at our 
command.”

Carey added that the AMA’s $3,- 
500,000 lobby had used its influence 
to get the Taft-Dqnnell-Smith bill 
introduced.

"If any labor organization tried 
such an assessment” as that now 
being levied against every member 
by the AMA, Carey smilingly add
ed, “it would receive adverse edi
torial comment in the newspapers 
of the country.”

“The AM A position,” Brown told 
reporters, “is in direct conflict with

*80 MUCH . .

215 West Fifth Street

ILGWU has over 400,000 members, 
has multiplied the earnings of tV-? 
garment workers time after time, 
and has regained its status as one 
of the leading progressive unions 
in the US.

Under the leadership of Dubin- 
sky, a former Socialist, the ILGWU 
has pioneered in labor political. 
action. Like its president the union ’ 
has been a stalwart supporter of 
Roosevelt’s New Deal and Tru
man’s Fair Dea). The ILGWU has 
played a big role in making the 
whole of organized labor aware of 
the importance of foreign affairs, • 
as well as in developing new col
lective bargaining, research and 
educational techniques.

The plight of the taxpayer is 
made tougher by the fact that 
states and cities are also out for 
more money. Some municipalities 
have income taxes and others are 
considering them. The result is a 
growing overlapping of taxes at 
the expense of purchasing power.

Extensive preparation for a good 
time leads inevitably to intensive 
disappointment. y

Washington'' (LPA) — Many a 
Republican member of Congress 
has been growing restless over the 
party’s anti-labor coalition with 
the Dixiecrats, but an 'unusually 
outspoken blast against this tieup 
was delivered on the House floor 
the other day by Rep. Walter E. 
Brehm, conservative GOP-er from 
Ohio.

“In my opinion this coalition is 
responsible, for re-electing a New 
Deal president, and for electing a 
Democratic House and Senate last 
November,” Brehm jleclared.

“The Administration stalwarts 
have been repeating year in and 
year out that it has been this ‘un
holy alliance’ which has kept them 
from enacting civil rights, expand
ed social security, public housing, 
compulsory health insurance, and 
so forth.

“A majority of the people have 
believed these leaders, with the re
sult that the voters have re-elected 
a New Deal President in the hope 
that this coalition might be broken.

“So long as we continue this al
leged alliance we will never get 
control and I am getting fed up 
with a coalition which continues 
the other party in power.

“It was this alleged coalition 
which passed Taft-Hartley and re- 
suited in the defeat of dozens of 
Northern Republicans but not in 
the defeat of one solitary southern 
Democrat.”

Brehm then said that to avoid 
being tagged as a “collaboration
ist” he would vote against the 
“Wood bill”—a measure worse 
than Taft-Hartley—which the coal
ition is pushing as a substitute for 
the Administration bill to repeal 
T-H.

“I am tired of the Republican 
party being taken to the woodshed 
while our Southern friends are 
taking all the wood,” Brehm added.
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As the Wall Street Journal puts 
it, “Congressional and Treasury 
tax experts think the chances of 
some tax increase legislation in 
1949 are good enough to justify 
painstaking spade-work on new 
levies.” But, it goes on, whether 
or not Congress will favor tax 
boosts won’t be known until May, 
when the annual budget resolution 
is passed and the lawmakers have 
a better idea of future income and 
outgo.

So far, Congress has turned a 
frowning face on all pleas for 
higher taxes. The recent downturn 
in business, with its adverse effect 
on employment, has tended to 
strengthen this attitude. A few of 
the lawmakers have said hopefully 
that it might even be possible to 
put modest tax reductions into ef
fect. Senator George, the conserva
tive chairman of the powerful Sen
ate Finance Committee, is strong
ly opposed to digging deeper into 
the taxpayers’ pockets. Represent
ative Doughton, chairman of the 
equally powerful House Ways & 
Means Committee, also takes a 
dim view of higher taxes. But both 
these key figures, along with a 
majority of the members of House 
and Senate, are convinced that a 
balanced budget is necessary.

The hope is that Congress will 
trim its sails to the wind—that it 
will write a budget which can be 
met by the estimated revenues 
from present taxes. The volumin
ous reports of the Hoover Com
mission, covering every phase and 
branch of the Federal government, 
are designed to show specifically 
how the administrative cost of gov
ernment can be substantially re
duced, without in any way imperil
ing policies and functions. If the 
reports were accepted in toto, and 
their recommendations adopted, the 
annual saving wop Id be about $3,- 
000,000,000—more than enough to 
cover any conceivable present de
ficit. However, the reports have 
not been well received in all Con
gressional quarters. They would 
reduce patronage, log-rolling, and 
other popular practices. So it re
mains to be seen just how much 
action will result.

If taxes are increased, how will 
it be done? The ideas which are 
most in the limelight now include 
small increases in corjiorate pro
fits, on individual incomes above 
the $5,500 level, and on estates and 
gifts. But, in each case, there is a 
wealth of opposition. The mood 
the country, as a whole, seems 
be that we’re paying plenty as 
is.

The plight of the taxpayer
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‘ EMMETT D. NEWMAN
EThmett D. Newman, 610 Sixth 

street, Chester, died April 18 in 
Cit£; Hospital, following a week’s 
illness. He had been in failing 
health for nearly a year. He was 
65.

Mr. Newman was born In East 
Liverpool and spent his lifetime in 
this district. He was a caster and 
was .employed by the Hall China 
Co. for 28 years before retiring 
last May because of failing health.

Mr.. Newman was a member of 
Local Union 4, National Brother
hood of Operative Potters and the 
Chester Christian Church.

He leaves his widow, Mrs. Anna 
Aumiller Newman; a daughter,' 
Mrs. Margaret Kell of Chester; 
two sons, Maj. Paul A. Newman 
with the Air Force in Detroit, and 
David Newman, a student at Ohio; 
State University, and two grand
children. • '
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Washington (LPA) — Further 
impetus to labor’s interest in state 
legislation came last week with the 
Supreme Court’s decision uphold
ing a Missouri anti-picketing sta
tute.

The Missouri law forbids any 
“combination to restrain trade 
within the state.” A state court, 
acting under this proviso, issued 
an injunction to prevent a local of 
the Int’l Brotherhood of Teamsters- 
AFL from picketing a Kansas City 
ice company that was selling ice to 
non-union truckers.

In a decision written by Justice 
Hugo Black, regarded as one of 
the most pro-union of the Supreme 
Court justices, the court unanim
ously said that:

“Missouri has by statute regu
lated trade one way. The union 
members adopted a program to 
regulate it another way.

“We hold that the state’s power 
to govern in this field is para
mount, and that nothing in the 
constitutional guarantees of speech 
or press compels a state to apply 
or not to apply its anti-trade re
straint law to groups of workers, 
businessmen or others.”

Black added, however, that this 
doesn’t mean the court considers 
the Missouri law a wise one.

ACTUAL charges for 500 consecu
tive funerals conducted by the 
DAWSON Funeral Home are as 
follows!
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Radio Men Fear 
Socialism, Ask 
Right To Edit

Chicago (LPA)—The right
editorialize “to the end that radio’s 
vojet*. shall become an increasing 
factor in community thinking and 
action” was demanded by Nat’l 
Association of Broadcasters in a 
resolution passed at their conven
tion last week.

Because there are a limited num
ber of broadcasting channels the 
Federal Communications Commis
sion has ruled that broadcasters 
must operate their station in the 
public interest. The radio men, 
however, want to be free to toot 
their horns for whatever private 
interests they wish.

The 1500 delegates to the NAB 
conclave also voted to ask the FCC 
not to license any federally owned 
or operated radio station to oper
ate commercially. The radio men 
were in a stew about a little 10,- 
600 watt government-owner station 
in Puerto Rico which the FCC 
granted a license. NAB wants .the 
license revoked, declaring that 
such things “could lead to social
ism.”

The broadcasters re-elected their 
president, Justin Miller, for a five 
year term at a salary of $50,000 a 
year plus a $25,000 yearly expense 
account.

-unerai
Co>ts

On Health Insurance In 
White House Interview

Washington (LPA)—The full*------------------------------------------------
weight of public opinion hit hard'all the principles of American dem-

Dubinsky's 20 Years Leadership 
Of ILGWU Celebrated By LID

New York (LPA)—President*—-------------- -
David Dubinsky of the Int’l Ladies 
Garment Workers Union-AFL will 
be the guest of honor at a luncheon 
given by the League for Industrial 
Democracy this Saturday. Out
standing leaders of both AFL and 
CIO will join American, British 
and Canadian progressives in pay
ing tribute to the man who for 20 
years has guided the ILGWU in its 
fight to rebuild the union and bring 
a decent standard of living to the 
once sweated garment workers.;

Guest speakers include TVA 
Chairman Gordon Clapp, Prime 
Minister Thomas C. Douglas of 
Saskatchewan, Canada, and Francis 
Williams, former public relations 
officer for Great Britain’s Prime 
Minister Clement Attlee and auth
or of “Socialist Britain.”

The luncheon will be broadcast 
over station WQXR in New York, 
and later retransmitted by the 
ILGWU’s own radio station.

In 1929 Dubinsky, for seven 
years an ILGWU vice-president, 
was chosen secretary-treasurer of 
the battered union. A joint attack 
by anti-union employers and the 
Communist party several years be
fore had reduced the young but 
flourishing garment workers union 
to a mere 45,000.

Dubinsky succeeded Joseph Sch
lesinger as president of the 
ILGWU three years later. Both be
fore and after his election as sec
retary the former garment cutter 
had been acting president during 
Schlesinger’s illnesses.

When he assumed the leadership 
of the union Dubinsky was con
gratulated on having been elected 
“undertaker.” But today the

Sea Unions Win 
Cargo Demands

Washington (LPA) — Maritime 
unions won one of their biggest 
legislative battles last week when 
the Senate provided in its foreign 
aid appropriations that 50% of all 
ECA cargo must be shipped in 
American bottoms and none can go 
in ships flying Panamanian or 
Honduran flags.

American ship owners have been 
registering their ships in Panama 
as a means of avoiding US wage 
rates and safety and health re
quirements. There are over 500 of 
these ships, most of them carrying 
ECA cargo and underpaying their 
crews, while American seamen are 
out of work.

A boycott of ships flying these 
phony flags is being mapped by 
the Int’l Federation of Transport 
Workers and a conference setting 
final plans is scheduled for April 
29 in London. US unions partici
pating include the Int’l Longshore
men’s 
fareris 
unions wholeheartedly endorse the 
action.

Hotel Management 
Reject Mediation

Atlantic City, N. J. (ILNS).— 
The Federal Mediation and Concil
iation Service offered to mediute 
the strike of 1,900 employes at 101 
beachfront hotels, but was turned 
down by a management represent
ative. .

When Mediator Peter J. Manno 
intervening in “the interests of the 
public welfare,” asked negotiators 
for both sides to meet with him, 
his offer was accepted immediately 
by Irving Gould, president of the 
local union of the Hotel and Rest
aurant Employes Union. However 
Alan M. Graff, chairman of the 
Atlantic City Hotel Association, 
rejected it on the ground that the 
dispute was “strictly local” in 
character.

“We have been advised by coun
sel for the association that this is 
not a matter coming under Federal 
jurisdiction,” Graff said.

The strikers demanded a $1 daily 
wage increase. ' ’ ’ *

Ask High Court To 
Reconsider Ruling

Washington ’ (LPA)—The NLRB 
last week asked the Supreme Court 
to reconsider its recent decision 
upholding the Wisconsin Employ
ment Relations Board’s ruling 
against the United Auto Workers- 
AFL.

So far as the board is concerned 
the big issue is the Wisconsin labor 
relations agency’s stepping into its 
own jurisdiction.

The board’s point is that by up
holding the State body in a case 
that the NLRB was itself consider- 
ering the Supreme Court opened 
the way for 48 different interpre
tations of law in a field which Con
gress has said must be nationally 
regulated.

While the UAW-AFL was filing 
complaints against Briggs 4 Strat- 
tan Corp, with the NLRB the com
pany successfully prosecuted its 
case against the union in the state 
board. By endorsing the state 
boa rd’s findings the Supreme 
Court, in effect, barred the NLRB 
from considering the union’s case, 
altho it falls with the provisions of 
federal labor relations statutes.
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