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NOTICE LOCAL UNION 12
Polls will open for the gen

eral election of national offi- 
. cials at 12 noon on May 3. All 

members are urged to vote. 1

OFFICIAL ORGAN 
NATIONAL BROTHERHOOD 
OF OPERATIVE POTTERS
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a -X-s

TTr>ion 42 
l '>o mem- 
this local 
means of

Washington (LPA)—The power
ful A FL Building Trades Depart
ment, representing unions with 
several million members, threw its 
support this week behind a move
ment to transfer the civilian func
tions of the Army Engineers to the 
Department of the Interior.

A recommendation for such 
transfer has been made by the 
Hoover Commission though the 
Army Engineers lobbied in an ef
fort to stop such a shift. The AFL 
department declared, however, it 
emphatically favors that recom
mendation and hopes President 
Truman will be given full reorgan
ization power by Congress so that 
it can be carried out.

The transfer should be made be
cause of the anti-labor policies of 
the Army Engineers, as well as to 
improve government efficiency, the 
AFL union declared.

As an example of the attitude of 
the Army corps, the Building 
Trades unions cited their trouble 
with Brown & Root Company of 
Texas, one of the few big “open 
shop” contractors in the nation.

Brown & Root received a big 
contract from the Engineers for 
construction of a large dam project 
in Arkansas. The AFL unions 
sought recognition for workers on 
the project, but were rebuffed. 
Whereupon, they petitioned for an 
NLRB election and won the vote. 
Still Brown & Root stalled on bar-

Rose Presides At 
Last Meeting Of 
Local Union 124

NOTICE LOCAL UNION 172
Special meeting in Room 4 

Friday evening, April 29 at 
7‘30 p. m. All members urged 
to be present.

—By order of President.

to have 
sum 
time

Muskegon Heights, Mich. 
(ILNS).—Local 693 of the United 
Automobile Workers of America, 
AFL, administered a stinging de
feat to the anti-labor Browne 
Morse Co. management when it 
rolled up a union security referen
dum victory by a better than 50-1 
margin.

In a contract settlement several 
months ago, the company agreed to 
a maintenance of membership 
clause which was to be inoperative 
pending a National Labor Rela
tions Board referendum. When the 
date for the vote was set, the com
pany arbitrarily changed its mind 
and arrogantly refused to allow 
balloting on plant property.

A hastily improvised voting 
booth in the form of one of the 
members’ automobiles was pressed 
into service with the consent of 
the NLRB. The 50-1 triump quick
ly followed.

'.3. .

Potters At Salem 
China Co. Only 
Working Part Time

Local Union 195 
Has Good Turnout

gaining with the AFL unions, and 
they were finally forced to strike.

“Meantime, hundreds of com
plaints were made to the Army En
gineers that Brown & Root are 
violating their contract with the 
government,” the Building Trades 
Department declared. “Brown & 
Root consistently followed a policy 
of hiring men at laborers’ or help
ers* rates and then assigning them 
to skilled work without a change 
in rate.”

The AFL statement cited many 
other ways in which the contract
ing firm “chiselled.” It said these 
practices “are violations of the 
Davis-Bacon Act (the Federal law 
requiring payment of prevailing 
wages on government building pro
jects) which only the contracting 
agency is authorized to enforce.”

“But the Army Engineers have 
shown no interest in enforcement,” 
the statement stressed.

Brown & Root also fired workers 
interested in unionism and in fact 
the dam project “has been a long, 
troubled story of violation, conflict 
and evasion,” but the Army En
gineers “have shown no willing
ness to help clear up the situation.” 

Even when Brown & Root “im
ported hundreds of strikebreakers 
into Arkansas, in direct violation 
of the Byrnes act” to crush the 
strike of AFL unions, “the Army 
Engineers showed no interest in

(Tun to Page Two),

Building Trades Warn Against Lowering 
Of Standards To Get ‘Economy’ Housing

Vice President Allan Rose pre
sided at the last meeting of Local 
Union 124 in the absence of Pres
ident Clair Armstrong. Allan wield
ed the gavel in a jududal manner 
and the session lasted a little over 
one hour.

Quite a few resolutions were up 
for the final reading and all were 
adopted following a general dis
cussion.

Election of national officers will 
be held at our next meeting on 
Tuesday evening, May 3. Polls will 
be open at noon and remain open 
until the close of the meeting. 
Allan Rose, Harold Williams and 
Barbara Walker were named tell
ers.

The workers at T. S. & T. receiv
ed a bitter disappointment regard
ing their claims for unemployment 
compensation. A committee was 
appointed to map plans for enter
ing a protest.

It is with deep regret we report 
the death of Bro. Carl Kennedy a 
decorating kilnhand at the Edwin 
M. Knowles China Co. Our sincere 
sympathy is extended the family.

—O.C. 124

Auto Voting Booth 
In Election Poll

Trenton, N. J.—Local Union 45 
held a brief meeting on April 22, 
quickly dispensing with routine 
business matters to make way for 
a social which followed, sponsored 
by the Contingent Committee. 
Needless to say the refreshments 
were very well received.

Ignoring previous statement? 
made through these columns of tin 
necessity for members when leav
ing the trade to secure withdrawal 
cards to insure future membership 
several have failed to heed the 
warning and the local was forced 
to take action by suspending said 
members.

We are sorry to report Herman 
Wilkie, better known as (Lefty), 
died suddenly April 20. Although 
he had not worked at the trade for 
several years, flowers were sent 
and our deepest sympathy extend
ed his sister and brothers.

Our attention was also called to 
the passing of Bro. Charles Chal- 
land, retired,, who died recently. We 
deeply regret that flowers were not 
sent from the local and extend our 
apologies and sincere sympathy to 
his family.

Bro. William (Billy) Lloyd died 
on April 20. He was employed by 
the city most of his life and lately 
as custodian of the City Hall. He 
was at one time a castqr at the 
Elite sanitary pottery on Enter
prise Avenue and one of the first 
casters to be taken into Local 
Union 45 some thirty-five years 
ago.

There has been some confusion 
in ordering flowers for deceased 
members and a motion was adopt
ed that Bro. John Simpson who has 
had a wide experience along this 
line, to take over- this assignment 
in the future.

In our last letter we were incor
rectly quoted as “welcoming” 
trouble which we think would be 
going too far. It should have read 
“overcome all handicaps as far as 
humanly possible.”

Election of national officers and 
delegates to our own convention 
will be held on the first Friday in 
May, May 6. Polls will open at 2:30 
p. m. and we hope everyone will 
take advantage of the opportunity 
to cast their vote.

Those elegible for delegates to 
the convention are Joseph Abrams, 
Lance 
George 
Edgar 
Russell 
son.

Our 
covery 
James 
on the

Fares on Trenton busses have 
been raised recently and rumor has 
it telephone rates will soon follow 
suit. It looks to us as though any 
deflation is being greatly over
rated. Since most working people 
are on a part time work schedule 
it looks like we are going to take 
it in the neck again.

We don’t know what we can do 
about it but we could at least make 
sure we are eligible to vote next 
November for those we believe to 
be our friends. Don’t forget those 
who lined their pockets very nicely 
at the public’s expense recently. 
Other suggestions are welcome but 
let us always guard that we do not 
go from bad to worse. —O.C. 45

Salem, Ohio — Local 
boasts a m* nibf-rship of 
bers and the officers of 
would like to take this 
conveying to each and every mem
ber that it is their duty a« wt-il as 
privilege to cart their ballot on 
May 2 in election for national of
ficials.

At present the SaT»-m China 
Company is only wviking p«rt 
tiin-. This we attribute to the in
flux of foreign-made ware being 
shipped into this country. Perhaps 
the time is ripe to start another 
“Buy-Ameriean” movement.

One thing we are sure of which 
will be effective is to make it a 
point when we are doing our shop
ping to buy only commodities made 
in America and bearing the union 
label. ....

The membership is asked to 
donate a can of corn, peas or what 
have you for our turkey dtnner to 
be held in the near future. If each 
and every member will do their 
part and fill out the card given y< u, 
the committee will call and pick it

42

Social Held After 
Regular Meeting 
Of Local Union 45

MEMBER ’ 
INTERNATIONAL LABOR 

NEWS SERVICE

' Visualize Activities 
Exhibit At Big Unii 

Washington, D. C. (ILNS). — 
“The American Federation of 
Labor will have one of the most 
interesting and streamlined dis
plays at the Union Industries Show 
in Cleveland,”. Director I. M. Om- 
burn announced here. “The entire 

* stage of the auditorium will be de
voted to the chief functions of the 
AFL, which will be visualized in a 
simple, direct and forceful manner 

’ by a modern display.
“The objective of .the exhibit 

, will be to graphically focus the 
public’s attention to the major 
activities of the federation. They 

A are organization, legislation, soc- 
, *. ial security, education, internation

al activities, research and public 
'• ' relations, .

With Pictorial 
n Industries Show

“Great stress will be laid upon 
the AFL’s activities in improving 
the labor and living standards for 
all Americans at the present time,” 
Ornburn added, “and with its huge 
pictorial features it will tell the 
story of how the AFL is trying to 
extend the benefits of our demo
cratic way of life to the peoples of 
the entire world.”

In connection with Director Orn- 
burn’s remarks, AFL President 
William Green said: “As we marvel 
at the beauty and precision and 
usefulness of the products of our 
machine age, we must pay tribute 
to the inventive genius and re
markable skill which went into 
their manufacture.

to

Akron Unionists 
Plan Co-Op Store

Akron (LPA) — Co-op Enter
prises of Akron has begun selling 
stock for a $250,000 co-op shop
ping center here.

Many locals of United Rubber 
Workers are active in the drive for 
the shopipng center which is seek
ing membership from farm, church 
and civic groups as well as the 
unions.

Rubber Workers Vice-President 
H. R. Lloyd heartily endorsed the 
project. Said Lloyd: “I firmly be
lieve that the establishment and 
operation of co-op stores by the 
working people of this ebuntry is 
as essential as any other function 
of the free trade union movement.”

Union Charges. 
Bell Co. With y 
Wire TappingTS

Washington (LPA)—The Bell 
Telephone System —AT&T — last 
week was accused of tapping the 
wires of Communications Workers 
of America officers in Washington 
State and Idaho. £ ■ ■

On the basis of h^rroationW- 
ceived from E. J. Follis, Washing
ton-Idaho negotiations committee 
chairman, A. B. Herrington, CWA 
public relations director, request
ed the Federal Communications 
Commission to investigate bell 
practices.

AT&T, in those states, has stall
ed wage negotiations with CWA, 
and last week delayed answering 
a Washington state government 
request that it submit to arbitra
tion of the wage dispute. The union 
promptly accepted the state’s sug
gestion.

Follis 
quarters 
Spokane
ous clicks and irregular noises on 
their lines,” and have noted that 
company representatives have had 
knowledge of union plans which 
they could only have gotten from 
wire tapping.

Whenever there has been a na
tionwide telephone issue pending 
between CWA and Bell, the union’s 
international 
good reason 
wires were 
pointed out.

The CWA 
experienced telephone workers 
themselves and readily notice the 
clicks of the snooper which other 

(Tun to Pave Two}

USA To Map 
Wages Drive

Pittsburgh (LPA)—The United 
Steelworkers of America’s 1949 
contract plans will be drafted here 
next week when the union’s 36- 
man executive board, and the 170- 
man wage policy committee meet.

Contracts with basic steel com
panies covering over 500,000 USA 
members expire, or are due for 
wage reopenings early this sum
mer. Extensive social security de
mands, as well as a substantial 
wage increase are expected to be 
made of the employers.

Last year, when the major steel 
producers stalled USA on its third 
round wage demands, and refused 
to consider pension and other se
curity questions, USA President 
Philip Murray warned them .that 
the union’s full demands woiild be 
pushed this year.

Speaking recently in Worcester, 
Mass., Secretary-Treasurer David 
MacDonald said that a pay boost is 
the union’s first goal.

Vice President James G. Thim- 
mes recently chaired a meeting of 
USA leaders in American Can and 
Continental Can Co. plants which 
framed demands to be handed both 
companies, calling for “wage in
creases, social insurance, pensions 
and other benefits.”

Local Union 195 met in regular 
session on April 20 with President 
Mildred McKenzie, presiding. A 
fine turnout was on hand including 
every officer at their respective 
posts.

A delegation sponsoring the co
operative store movement was 
granted the floor and explained the 
progress being made for opening 
the store in the near future. ’

At our next meeting on May 4, 
the general election for national 
officials and delegates to the AFL 
convention will be held. In order 
that all may have an opportunity 
to cast their ballot, the polls will 
be opened early in the afternoon. 
Members are' requested to have 
their dues books so as to check 
their standing.

Our deepest sympathy is extend
ed to Mrs. Anna Rosenbaum and 
family in their hour of sorrow.

. —O.C. 195

IN THE SHADOW—During debate on the public housing bill, Sen. Paul Douglas (D, Ill.) invited some 
of his colleagues tp visit slum neighborhoods within four blocks of the capital. Hovels like the one above, 
where ten or 12 persons crowd into a single bedroom are without running water, indoor toilets or electric 
lights. “Slums like this,” Douglas declared, “are duplicated in every large city in the country and must 
t>e wiped out.” Left to right: Senators Theodore Green (D, RI), Douglas, Wayne Morris (R; Ore), Ray
mond Baldwin (R, Conn), Homer Ferguson (R, Mich). . *

Smear Artists Make Last 
Attempt To Confuse The 
Minds of Union Members

Finlay-Whippier, et al are on the loose again. The latest is a letter 
which they have put in circulation intended as an eleventh hour smear 
of Duffy and Jordan on the eve of the May election for national officials.

The contents of the letter has absolutely no basis in fact or truth 
whatsoever. They state that they could not get a referendum vote per
taining to national officials* salaries following the 1944 convention until 
last August as ordered by the court. The fact is that a referendum con- 

_ ^ceming changes in national officials’ salaries was submitted and voted 
on by the membership, April 1945.

They further asserted that Duffy and Jordan admitted fraud in the 
vote of Local Union No. 191, —r-------------------- T------------------
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada and | “

- A most cunningly implied that Duffy 
and Jordan had full knowledge and 
were conscious parties to the vote 
fixing. They continue on with just 
as equal misstatements and un
truths regarding members of the 
National Canvassing Committee.

As indisputable proof of their 
dishonesty and malicious persist
ence to have members believe that 
Duffy and Jordan and members of 
the Canvassing Committee have 
been guilty of grievous misdeeds 
we evidence the stipulation offered 
jointly by attorneys for plaintiffs 
and attorneys for defendants which 
is a complete refutation of their 
latest attempts to besmirch the 
character of members 
vassing Committee, 
Jordan.

By admission of 
Tobin, attorneys for plaintiffs, 
Brookes and Lynch for defendants, 
the Canvassing Committee, Duffy 
and Jordan were completely exon
erated of any knowledge of the 
vote fixing or any participation 
therein. Following is the stipula
tion as taken from the..eourt re
cord:

The State of Ohio, Columbiana 
County, ss.

/ In The Court Of Comtfioh Pleas 
Case No. 35918

L. A. Finlay, et al, Plaintiffs, vs. 
James Duffy, ect., et al, Defend
ants.

It is STIPULATED by and be
tween counsel:

That the vote taken by Local No. 
T91 of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, 
on Lit. question of the salary of- the 
President and Secretary of the 
National Brotherhood of Operative 

.Potters was received by the Can- 
. vassing Committee in the follow

ing form:
For President’s Salary Increase 

363; Against 57;
For Secretary’s Salary Increase 

364; Against 56;
That the actual vote thereon was 

as follows;
For President’s Salary 

63; Against 7;^.
For Secretary’s Salary 

64; Against 6;
That the discreptancy 

known to the canvassing committee 
or to the defendants herein at the 
time the vote was counted and that 
when rumor of discreptancy came 
to their attention investigation was 
made. -

That as a result of such investi
gation, it was discovered that one 
GAR WILSON, President of said 
Local No. 191, had, without auth
ority or right and of his own 
volition and initative, altered the 
tally sheet entrusted to him for 
mailing to the canvassing commit
tee; and the true vote was not com
municated to the canvassing com
mittee or to these defendants.

That said Gar Wilson has execut
ed his written affidavit of these 
facts and would so testify were he 
present in this Court.

That the defendants and said 
Canvassing Committee Members

(Tun to Puae Two}

Local Union No. 86 
Will Open Polls 
Early On May 2nd

Local Union 86 cleared the 
docket for resolutions to come be
fore this year’s convention at their 
meeting Monday evening. Some of 
the resolutions brought forth much 
comment and the writer is sure 
the delegates who represent us at 
the convention will be able to cite 
the merits of our proposals for 
adoption after hearing the argu
ments pro and con.

A pat on the back to brothers 
Wflrd, Palmer and Edgar who 
made up the resolution committee, 
for the excellent manner in which 
they performed their duties.

A record turnout is expected at 
our next meeting on Monday, May 
2 when*voting will be held for na
tional officers and delegates to the 
convention in Atlantic City. Polls 
will open at noon and remain open 
until the close of the meeting

’ —O.C. 86
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No Red Tape When 
Insured Under 
NBOP Group Plan

What is perhaps a record in the 
annals of insurance circles occured 
last week with a personal touch to 
members of the National Brother
hood of Operative Potters insured 
under the Brotherhood Group In
surance Plan.

As misfortune struck Bro. Homer 
Rickard and a report was received 
at the office of Claim Agent 
Francis P. White, swift action fol
lowed 
$1,000 
family

The 
ates the above statement:

Newell, West Virginia 
April 22, 1949

Mr. James M. Duffy, President 
National Brotherhood of Operative 
Potters
East Liverpool, Ohio
Dear Mr. Duffy:

My father, Homer Rickard, was 
employed as a caster at Taylor, 
Smith & Taylor Pottery in Chester, 
West Virginia.

He worked in the pottery all day 
Tuesday, April 19th. That evening 
he was’ helping a friend of his mine 
some coal at a small mine near 
Pughtown, W. Va. The mine caved 
in and my father was killed in
stantly. He was insured under the 
N. B. O. P. Group Insurance.

On Thursday, April 21st, I noti
fied agent, Francis P. White. With
in three hours time, I received a 
check in full payment of the Acci
dental Death Benefits.

I wish to thank you for making 
it possible for my father 
the group insurance. The 
$1,000 means a lot at a 
misfortune.

Very truly yours, 
Franklin D. Rickard

Local No. 17 Will 
Elect Delegates 
At Next Meeting

A few lines to the trade from 
Local Union 17. Since we seldom 
make the headlines is no indication 
our local is not active. In the past 
year Local 17 has been rejuvenated 
to a great extent.

Our officers, President Charles 
Boso; vice president, Lafe Stewart; 
financial secretary, James Mercer 
and recording secretary, William 
Cox have been working diligently 
to make -Local 17 one of the out
standing locals of the Brotherhood.

It is indeed gratifying to know, 
that some of our brothers who 
have bragged of not attending 
meetings for eight years, are be
ginning to see the light. One thing 
that gladdens the heart of your 
O.C. is to note the interest of the 
younger members at our meetings.

The attendance has been increas
ing each meeting and we feel this 
is largely due to the interesting 
discussions we have on trade mat- 
tete, plus a little social activities.

President Charles Boso is a can
didate for seventh vice president 
in the coming election. This is the 
first time to our knowledge that 
one of our members has been nom
inated for a post on the Executive 
Board. Our best luck to (Charlie) 
in the general election.

Local 17 will vote in the general 
election on May 5. Candidates for 
convention will also be elected on 
this date. Bernard Holt, James Mc- 
Nicol and John Kemp have been 
named tellers.

We would like to send a word of 
greeting to our shut-ins, especial
ly Bro. Roy Jividen, who never 
fails to attend meetings unless he 
is laid up with illness.

It is urgent that the chairmen of 
all shop committees be present 
our next meeting. —O.C.

MAY-21949 
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Meat Cutters 
Seek Pay Boost

Chicago (LPA)—The Amalga
mated Meat Cutters & Butcher 
Workmen-AFL “will definitely seek 
a wage increase in the next few 
months,” said Secretary-Treasurer 
Patrick Gorman, following a meet
ing last week of representatives of 
local unions.

The Meat Cutters negotiating 
committee met in secret session, 
studying the industry’s financial 
statements, , and mapping 
union’s campaign.

Gorman pointed out that altho 
the Meat Cutters contracts 
the packers run until August, 1949, 
they can be opened for wage dis
cussions prior to expiration. He 
said that the union will ask for ne
gotiations in June.

LIBRARIAN, A OF L 
A« F. OF L. BUlLDIIKf' 
WASHINGTON, D. C. :

Locals Prepared To Cast 
Ballots For Members 
Of The Executive Board 

AH local unions affiliated with the National Brotherhood of Opera
tire Potters ar>- ready to vote for natioi a1 officers at their first meet- X 
nig in May. Lalluts nave been received the secretaries and some of ’ 
ti e locals have inat'e arrangements to open the polls early to allow all 
members a chance to cast their vote.

Even- member urged to fullfil! thnfr duty to the organization end 
to themseiu-- t.y b< itg presort at the mating to help choose the Ex-; 
eiutive Board they feel best qualified to carry out the work of th® 
Brother >d.

Pre_ _ent James M. Duffy, turner, Txwal Union 76, incumbent, will 
■* ’be opposed by Larry Finlay, jig

german from Local Union 12 for 
the presidency.

Chas. F. oJrdan, present secre
tary-treasurer from Local Union 

Sebring, will have as his op
ponent P. K. Calhoon, from Local 
Union ,9, East Liverpool. Both are 
kilnmen.

Ed. L. Curry, decorating kiln
man from Local Union 124 and E. 
L. Wheatley, incumbent, from 
Local Union 9, East Liverpool, will 
contest for first vice president.

Frank Hull, present second vice 
president will have as his oppon
ent Harold West, liner. Both are 
members of Local Union 124. ,

The contest for third vice pres- 
id-nt is between James Slaven, in- 
Cdxubent. and Clair Armstrong, 
decorating kiln man, both members 
of Local Union 124.

V- rue D. Phillips, sanitary cast
er from Local Union 50, Camden, 
N. J. is on the ballot, with Charles 
Zimmer, incumbent, and sanitary 
caster from Local Union 45 for 
fourth vice president.

For the office of fifth vice pres
ident, now vacant due to the death 
of the late George Newbon, Arthur 
Devlin, packer from Local Union 
184 will oppose Fred Perdunn,, 
caster from Local Union 35 for the 
post. Both are Trenton locals.

James Coffey, kilo man- from 
Local Un>' 122, Cambridge, will 
contest w.u. Frank Dales, carter 
from Local Union No. 4 for sixth 
vice president.

T. J. Desmond, dipper, present 
seventh vice pr> ’ lent and a mem
ber of Local Union 70 will have as 
his opponent Charles Boso, kiln
drawer from Local Union 17, East 
Liverpool.

For the office of eighth vice pres
ident, Joshua Chadwick, incum
bent and a member of Jiggermen’s 
Local Union 12, will be opposed 
by George Brunt, caster, Local 
Union No. 4.

Delegates to the American Fed
eration of Labor convention, two 
to be elected, one east and west of 
the Allegheny mountains. Joseph 
D. Brown, packer from Local 
Union 35 and John Simpson, caster 
from Local Union 45 are the east
ern contestants. Hazel Brown, 
liner, Local Union 121 and Frank 
Campbell, jiggerman, Local Union 
122, Cambridge, western delegates.
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