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When CIO officials contend they have the Reupblican Party on- 
the run it’s more truth than wishful thinking. During F.D.R.’s third, 
term the CIO ousted the Republican National Committee from its newB 
building across the park from .the White House. It’s been CIO head- -V 
quarters ever since. On April 21 the same bedraggled Republican 
National Committee will lose its new home in the DuPont Building— 
this time to CIO-PAC. The only safe place for the Republican Nation
al Committee would seem to be on a farm at Pawling, N. Y.—where 
Tom Dewey has raised some other goats.

< ♦ ♦
The New York Times is worried about the screwball Republicafi 

policy that will let the GOP shriek its lungs out during the election
campaign demanding “federal economy” and “a cut in government 
spending” and then turn around and vote overwhelmingly for such a 
vast pilfering of public funds as the Rankin veterans’ pension scheme. 
The New York Times observes “The House Democrats voted about 
three to two to close the Treasury doors to this proposed pension raid. 
The House Republicans voted about two to one .to open the doors of 
the Treasury.” The Republican behavior isn’t hard to figure out when 
you understand that Republican economic theory is based on the sup
position that if men sell enough apples on street corners they’ll have 
two cars in every garage and a chicken in every pot.

Excise Taxes Hamper Employment
Urging an early end to excise taxes on railroad tickets, 

the Chamber of Commerce of the United States said the 
taxes had served their wartime purpose of ‘ discouraging 
travel and now add to the cost of living.

Lalxir and the Chamber of Commerce do not often see 
eye to eye but they are in agreement on the excise tax ques
tion. These taxes—on telegrams, railroad fares, electric light 
bulbs, amusement admissions and other things—are an un
mitigated nuisance and an unwarranted burden on business 
and industry. They have a harmful effect on employment, 
an effect which is particularly deleterious at a time of de
clining employment and lessening business activity.

The taxes run as high as 25 percent on telegrams and 
cablegrams. In the case of amusements, the tax is 20 per
cent, which is a heavy burden on any industry. The Ameri
can Federation of Musicians says it has a detrimental effect 
uimhi the employment opportunities of not only union music
ians, but of all sorts of performers and entertainers in the 
amusement industry, as well as other workers, such as wait
ers, cooks, and porters.

Unacted as a wartime measure, the excise taxes are no 
longer justified and should be eliminated or sharply reduced.

Active Role 'imperative

In a speech recently to the Florida State Federation of 
Labor, Assistant Secretary of Labor Ralph Wright empha
sized that the road ahead for workers is not an easy one and 
that there are still employers in this country who think it 
good business to keep wages as low and hours as high as 
possible.

The fact that advocates of low pay and long hours are 
still extant means that a strong labor movement is needed 
today as in the past. The open foes of unionism may not 
flourish as they once did but with the ever-increasing growth 
of great corporations and great aggregations of capital it 
can be argued that powerful unions are needed more than 
ever.

To keep unions strong and make them even stronger, an 
active, not a passive role, is imperative. This calls for being 
Union in every sense of the word—by regular attendance at 
union meetings, by taking part in the union’s deliberations 
and decisions by supporting the labor press, by ’year-round 
buying of union goods and services.

General Motors workers, preparing demands on the corporation 
for a pension and retirement plan, got heartening news last week. 
Charles E. Wilson, GM’s $450,000-a-year president, was flying a na
tionally known surgeon from Colorado to Michigan to find out what 
was wrong with Wilson’s pet $16,300 bull. GM union leaders concluded 
that if Wilson feels that way about a bull, he shouldn’t shoot it during 
negotiations.

A Cleveland, Ohio, judge has made the greatest contribution to 
labor relations since some churl introduced Mr. Taft to Mr. Hartley. 
First, under powers never given to any judge, he declared a four-week 
old strike “judicially at an end.” Then, overawed at his own mental 
muscle, the judge set total bond of $2,060,000 for 12 strikers and order
ed the sheriff not to release them even if they made the bond. Justice r 
is pictured blind-folded because if she saw things like this she’d use 
the sword in her right hand to cut her own throat. ' ‘
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Washington Labor Report
BRANNAN’S PROGRAM COULD BRING 

NEW HOPE FOR FARMERS .
 By BRADFORD V. CARTER \

LPA Columnist
So simple and reasonable and direct is the program for our farm 

economy that Agriculture Secretary Charles Brannan has proposed, 
that even the most hidebound men in the farm organizations and in 
Congress have had to with-hold their fire of attack.

Scrapping all of the devious methods used in the ’20 and ’30s to 
save the farmer from losing his land, Brannan’s program assumes 
that a healthy agriculture and a healthy industrial economy must 
grow together. He assumes—a stunning assumption to many an olds
ter—that farmers want to and should produce the most useful goods, 
and that the program should be aimed at this. Thus, instead of gear
ing his program to the soil-depleting cotton and corn agriculture, 
Brannan would encourage production of the goods that are scarce 
now—milk and fruits and vegetables and soy beans for processing.

In addition, Brannan’s program, which is also the Truman Ad
ministration’s, would assume that the farmer’s income should be kept 
at the high level it has been thru the war and postwar years. This 
would, for the first time, make agriculture an attractive way of life 
for the hundreds of thousands of young men and women whose equi
valents in the 20*s and 30’s moved almost en masse into the cities be
cause their skills and energies just couldn’t be used at home. It will 
put more and more emphasis on the smaller, family-size farm with 
adequate mechanization, and less and less on the biggest farms.

Basis on the Fair Deal farm program is a proposal to guarantee 
to farmers, under a general program of producing what consumers 
most need and want, a price for their products that will pay them a 
little more than they’re now getting for most of their products. The 
products would be sold in the open market, and the federal govern
ment would pay the difference, if there was. any, between sale price 
and guaranteed price.

All other recent farm programs (except for scattered price pro-
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SHOOTING IN WIRING DittECTibN

Organized labor’s old enemy—the National Association of Manu
facturers—asks Congress to make “an immediate and intensive in
vestigation” of the Federal Trade Commission.

The N. A. M. is shooting the wrong direction in its attack on the 
F. T. C. It’s one government organization which is doing a great job.

If the time ever comes when the N. A. M. praises and defends the 
F. T. C. that’s when Congress should investigate the Commission.
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| SPRING CLEANING I

J By RUTH TAYLOR 1

Pnbliihed every Thursday at East Liverpool, Ohio, by the N. B. of O. P., owning and 
operating the Bert Trades Newspaper and Job Printing Plant in the State.

All over this great country of ours—in city, town and village, 
we are preparing for spring, bedecking ourselves in gay colors, clean
ing our homes from attic to cellar, storing away the dark coverings of 
winter, starting our own garden plots—in short, going through the 
same spring cleaning that our predecessors did each year since they 
first cleared their bit of wilderness and called it home.

But this year there is another kind of spring cleaning we need 
to do. The rising of sap, the budding of the trees, the gradual growth 
of sun-touched countryside into bloom and beauty, indeed the very 
freshness and clearness of spring weather should have its counter- 
{>art in our hearts, in our minds, and in our lives. Let us clean our 
louses for spring—but let us also clean our hearts for that joyous 

season.
Let us renew and refurnish our unequalled heritage—the institu

tions of democracy with their equal rights for all, regardless of race, 
creed, color or class. Let us allow no bias nor senseless prejudice to 
make us discriminate against our neighbor. Let us not “call names” 
even mentally, or judge him by generalities, rather than as an in
dividual very like ourselves.

Let us give full measure of joy to the fortunate children in our 
own land—and from our largesse, let us share with those unfortunate 
little ones overseas who, in the years of devastating war, learned the 
terror of hatred. Let us keep out children from this scalding flame. 
Let them not learn the bitterness of intolerance because of some 
careless word of ours.

Let us clean our minds of prejudice. Let ife keep our indignation 
for the unwarranted act rather than for those enmeshed in it. Let us 
condemn the deed, rather than the doer. And let us conserve our 
energies to strive for a principle rather than against people.

Lastly, let us live and learn and grow as nature does. Let there 
be no withering of the spirit in our springtime, but a rebirth of friend
liness, kindness, courage and love for our fellbw-men everywhere.

Now that the American people have on Army Day been treated to 
the bombastic speeches of big brass, it is good to be reminded by an 
unimpeachable source of the extent to which the military establish
ment has become a drain on the resources of the nation.

The veil was lifted by former President Herbert Hoover, who told 
Congress that great savings, of perhaps 1500 million dollars a year 
could be made by radical budget changes and other reforms.” And 
by savings, I mean attaining the same ends for less expenditures,” 
the former Chief Executive said by way of underlining the need of 
drastically reducing a military burden now over 15,000 million dollars 
a year. This, he asserted, is “seriously imperiling the economy of the 
country.”

** The examples Mr. Hoover gave are revealing. Among them were: 
a request of the Air Force to build 910 family houses in Alaska at a 
cost of $58,350 a house; an item of $1,098,000,000*for research and de
velopment, “although there are more funds currently available than 
can be spent properly;” a request of $108,290,000 for tropical worsted 
uniforms “which would purchase 838,000 uniforms at $129 apiece, 
enough for all the enlisted men in the army, and then some;” a re
quest of $100,000 each to modernize 102 tanks; a request of $39,000,- 
000 for guns, which actually would cost $9,000,000; inability of the 
army to account for 10,000 of the 25,045 tanks it was supposed to 
have had at the end of the war; and so on.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
An interesting analysis of the Peron regime in Argentine, its 

true significance and intentions, has just been published in the Mex
ican journal La Batalla. The author, the Mexican educator Jose Vas- 
concelos, writes: “Peron wanted to imitate Mussolini, forgetting that 
Mussolini was talented. Peron wanted to imitate Hitler, but this was 
untimely.”

Later, after the collapse of the Axis, Peron changed his role, Senor 
Casconcelos continues. ‘‘He became a labor leader . . . The case of 
Peron in Argentine is no more than a step backwards; a step toward 
barbarism that has nothing to do with Hitlerism or Fascism. If 
Yankee imperialism would give him the chance, Peron would make 
himself a Jeffersonian.’ Dictators of this type have no ideology. Power 
is all that they want and all that they need.”

government to purchase, and virtually hold off the market, certain 
major agricultural products when their prices went below a fair level. 
This fair level, “parity,” is calculated by an ancient and hard-to-under- 
stand formula which had little relation to the 1949 world.

Who’ll pay the farmers the difference between a sale price that 
consumers can afford, and the guaranteed price that will give farmers 
a living income? That’s where the attack on the program comes in. 
Because it will be the big fellows—the people who make so much 
money that they can’t possibly buy their “share” of cotton shirts or 
milk for the kids or fresh fruit for the lunchbox. They’ll be paying 
for the farm program, just as they’re paying for the present parity 
program, thru their taxes.

The two important, almost revolutionary effects this new program 
would have are these:

1— slf the program passes Congress in the next two or threfc of 
four years, it will mean that those farmers who want to produce what 
the city consumers need will be able to do this with assurance that the 
farmer and his family will have the same degree of security that the 
industrial worker has.

2— It will mean, for the first time in US history, that the lower- 
priced foods will be the most nutritious ones—that the next generation 
of Americans whether they live in cities or on the farms will have all 
they can eat of milk and apples and green vegetables and table fats 
as a matter of course, instead of as a matter of privilege when the 
paycheck is extra big.
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J Interesting Experiment
MJ* ' 2 (From New Jersey Labor Herald, Newark)

Thei pioneering by Essex Trades Council of Newark in 
a new field of labor education .... bringing the story of 
organized labor into the senior grades of high schools . . . . 
has aroused considerable interest throughout the country.

The experiment was a proriounced success, according to 
the verdict of teachers, students and school authorities. In 
fact the impression made by the AFL labor, “professors”' 
was so favorable, that we are about to be imitated by the! 
irrepressible clan, the CIO. And, believe it or not, the local 
Chamber of Commerce, undoubtedly fearing that our youth 
may have been indoctrinated with the germ of “revolution,”^ 
rushed into the fray demanding an equal opportunity to
‘‘teach” youth the virtues of rugged individualism. .. , f

The highest form of compliment . . . . is, imitation! >
However, the important phase of this educational ven

ture, in which AFL unionists held 35 classes and two generaj ; 
student assemblies, is the possibility that out of this effort^ 
on the part of labor to cooperate with school authorities in. $ 
giving the student body the “unvarnished” truth about 
unions, will come a decision to permit labor to aid in implex 
menting the factual story of unionism in the regular school- 
curriculum.

It is imperative that the young men and women going’ 
out into the world, most of them seeking their place in in- f 
dustry, shall have some factual information concerning thej. 
labor movement. The antagonistic attitude toward labor54 
which we found among a good percentage of the students,, • 
when we invaded the class rooms, shows clearly that the,* ? , 
smear of the labor-baiters, thru the medium of the public *4 
press and radio, was most effective. * i

Patch On Pants And A Hole In His Pocket *
A friend of ours works in a bank. He makes $45.00 a 

week. He owns three suits, each approximately two years 
old. He has a 1936 Chevrolet, in need of a new carbureter, 
and a $5.00 hat in need of a good cleaning.

And he hates unions.
This friend of ours is a nice fellow, good to his wife and 

two young children, except on rent day and the first of the 
month, when he finds himself going deeper into debt.

He goes to church every Sunday, and does his best to 
be a good neighbor.

But he hates unions.
His employer could pay him almost three times his pre

sent salary, but of course he doesn’t.
Our friend doesn’t think his boss is one of the best ex

amples of capitalism at its worst, but he is.
Our friend works against himself. He looks down his 

nose at anyone who goes to work in overalls or uniforms, 
but his chances of owning his home are about one in ten 
thousand.

You see, he hates unions.
He wouldn’t belong to a union. That’s for unlettered, 

ignorant, misguided workers. He'isn’t a worker. He’s a 
“professional.”

He’s a professional with a patch on his pants and a hole 
in his pocket.

♦
How Your Money Fights Cdncer

Some persons do not understand clearly how contri- wiv>  
butions to the American Cancer Society helps in the battle irg “to the extent that these needs cannot be met through reliance 
against cancer. Here is how your contributions aid in the 
society’s program of research, education and service:

Z ' RESEARCH—Your contribution helps to support more 
than a thousand research specialists who relentlessly pur- < 
sue the cause and cure of cancer, and who will some day— 
God willing—wipe out this dread disease. Research has help
ed develop lifesaving techniques of x-ray, radium and sur
gery which enable medical science to say, “Cancer is cur
able if detected early and treated promptly.0

' EDUCATION—Education makes public the knowledge 
produced by science through booklets, posters, newspaper 
and magazine advertisements, radio and films. Physicians 
and scientists are kept informed of latest developments in 
the detection and treatment of cancer by means of Lectures, 
films, scientific papers and other services. Part of your 
money goes toward doing that job.

MEDICAL SERVICE—The society’s Field Army of 
volunteer workers renders personal aid to cancer patients— 
such as cancer dressings, transportation, and home services. . 
They help establish and staff cancer clinics and publicize 
local cancer facilities. The Field Army carries cancer con
trol right into the home.

Thus the program of the American Cancer Society is a 
3 pronged attack to which cancer must capitulate eventually 
—if you will continue to do your part.

..... ——— '  —..................
frfl flifl II M Hfl EM MM MW M'M'M Mtt<l"IWMHiNI'IHNI fl BIIII fl X1 IIIIIIIIII BII <1B B IMM 

NEWS and VIEWS I

! ! By ALEXANDER S. LIPSELL (An ILNS Feature) j 
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While Congress is debating public housing legislation, reports 
from Sweden tell of government approval of a new housing program 
for the construction of 33,000 units. This is 15,000 more apartments 
than were authorized last year. Most will be built in centers where 
export industries are located. They are in need of labor and every 
effort is made to settle new workers and their families there.

According to Axel Svenson, executive vice president of the Swed
ish Metal Workers Union and presently in the United States, Sweden 
continues to enjoy an economic boom. There is considerable shortage 
of labor, particularly in the construction and steel industries. Nearly 
90,000 foreigners are employed in Sweden, most of them from the 
Baltic countries behind the iron curtain, Germany and Italy.

The Swedish leader and other members of the executive commit- 
■°''*tee of the International Metal Workers’ Federation are in the United 

States at the invitation of the International Association of Machinists. 
It is hoped that the presence of the Spokesmen of European 
labor will bring about closer cooperation of the AFL and CIO 
workers with that important international trade secretariat.

... ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
But to return to America’s No. 1 headache—housing. This 

Swedish housing program compares most favorably with our own 
plans which call for construction of 1,050,000 units. The purpose of 
this low-cost housing program, in the words of the Federal Housing 
Administrntor, is to set up an effective bulwark against the inroads 
«f socialism and communism. However, it is generally recognized that 
the federal government must assist slum clearance and low-cost hous- 

ujion private enterprise.” .
4 I Obviously, if Sweden with its small population and limited re- 

jurces can finance, the construction of many thousand units, our own 
.jousing program is nothing to get excited about. The U. S. has a 
population or about 150 million, nearly 25 times as much as Sweden’s 
6,060,000. Our housing needs are incomparably greater, but so are our 
resources. It seems to me that Americans can learn a lesson in pro
gressive legislation and social care from the frugal Swedes on the 
other side of the Atlantic.

Republicans ana Southern Democrats have joined in writing a 
m»w bill to “repeal” the Taft-Hartley law—by changing the name and 
making it more repressive. The Republicans are determined to fifht 
it out on the Taft-Hartley line to the last drop of Dixiecrat blood/*1 y

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
The current staleniate in Congress over Taft-Hartley repeal and 

other legislation shows that what American politics needs is not an 
elephant that never forgets but a donkey that remembers. •

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Senator Taft made large headlines in the daily newspapers on 

April 14 when he argued that “The Republican Party will be on its 
way out of existence if it doesn’t support welfare legislation.” There’s 
actually ^nothing new in that. Senator Taft thoroughly believes that s- 
the Taft-Hartley law is the best piece of social weltare legislation, 
ever seen in this country—for anti-labor and union-busting employers/*

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Organized labor has no fondness for Senator Taft, but by the end Vi 

of November 1950, Taft will have the AFL and CIO to thank for one 
of the best private practices of any lawyer in the country.

♦ <4 ♦ ♦
AFL and CIO leaders advised unionists in every section of the « 

country to put heat on their Congressmen when they came home for 
the Easter recess. Hearing of this one group of Congressmen decided 
not to risk going home at all but to hide out at Atlantic City and en
joy a secret vacation. No sooner had they arrived but they discovered!;. . 
that the workers in all nine boardwalk hotels were out on strike. With- ’ 
in 14 hours they were visited by a delegation of pickets. The cornered* 
Congressmen were advised that if they didn’t leave the strikebound^ 
hotel by mid-afternoon every union in their district would be notified? 
not only of where they were hiding but also that they had violated;

, legitimate picket lines. When last heard from, the Congressmen were , 
skulking back to Washington trying to figure out how they could;

1 wangle an investigating assignment in the Panama Canal Zone.
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;/P / »• The Atlantic Pact
r J ^ ' ‘ * ** *
? ‘ Our'government and eleven other countries have just

sighed the North Atlantic Pact. This action is the inevitable 
^result of the disruptive tactics which the U.S.S.R. has pur- 
; sued both in the United Nations and in countries adjacent to 

Russia. As Russia threatened European countries which re-
$ sponded to Secretary Marshall’s proposal for aid in econ

omic recovery, she now fumes at countries which have join
ed the Atlantic Pact to maintain peace. TTOCO

/ Within the United Nations the agents of the U.b.b.K.
' ‘have used their privilege of veto not to protect the sover- 

fedeignty of their own nation but in arbitrary fashion. They 
have prevented the Security Council from organizing its 
military forces in accord with the’provisions of the Charter ; 
they have prevented the United Nations from dealing with 

, ^atomic power and weapons; they have refrained fro™ parti
cipating in a number of the agencies of the United Nations 
•land a number of projects authorized by it; they have synical- 

t; 3y violated contracts and ruthlessly created incidents as op- 
'* iportunities for aggression and aggrandizement; they have 

violated the principles of international law and the ideals of 
'' world peace by maintaining their fifth columns subject to 
/ the direction of the Politburo in countries with which they 

 were at peace. , , , , ,
The United Nations proved powerless to help such na- 

: tions as Greece, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and the Chinese 
provinces bordering on Siberia. The Soviet siege of Berlin 
was intended to force other Allied nations out of the Ger
man capital preliminary to occupation by Russia of all of 
Germany. . ‘

( The treacherous attacks which Moscow has made upon 
European recovery disclose a greed for power and the deter
mination to destroy free institutions and the rights of free 
xnen.

These are some of the considerations that underlie the 
Atlantic Pact. The democratic nations saw that they must 
band together and stand together or watch democracy killed 
by the U.S.S.R. in country after country, as it has already 
been killed in a number of countries.
7 The U.S.S.R. has set up, in opposition to the democratic 
countries, a bloc of nations overpowered by the Communist , 
Party. In the spirit of humanity and spiritual freedom, in 
defense of peace and to prevent World War III, our govern
ment negotiated with the free countries bordering on the 
Atlantic an agreement to preserve and maintain those things 
which free people value most. The democratic nations, hav
ing seen the repeated crushing of self-government by the 
U.S.S.R. in the nations of Eastern Europe, could not fail to 
recognize these occurrences as a step to their own subjug
ation by a tyranny that is the worst the world has ever 
known.

■$ It is plain that the first response to aggression must be 
■ the armies of the nearest countries, but these will be sup

plemented as quickly as possible by the armies of all signa- 
s tones to the pact. The Atlantic Pact relies upon the pur

poses and principles of the Charter of the United Nations 
»for its guides to action and Article 51 for the exercise of the 
right of individual or collective self-defense. ’Phis right is 
all the more necessary because the United Nations has not 
been able to prepare for its military responsibilities. The 
effectiveness of policies is in proiiortion to the power to en
force.

The defensive measures of the Atlantic Pact should be 
augmented by a positive strategy of peace. We cannot trust 
to chance planning for constructive peaceful relations. The 
Atlantic Pact puts us in a position to insist upon mainten
ance of democratic principles and the rights of democratic 
nations and effectively to protest threats of aggression.

: r . ■ ■ ' :
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National Physicians Committee Disbanded! i
The National Physicians Committee sent out its own 1 

obituary notice .this week. This anti-health insurance lobby 
had received the official blessing of the American Medical ' 
Association each year up until last year when it started ’ 
swinging so wild and low that even the AMA was left stam- ‘ 
mering with embarrassment. ■

It wasn’t bad enough that the Committee tried to bftbe 
newspajier cartoonists with $3,000 in prizes for the most ’ 
vicious anti-health in urance cartoons published, but when 1 
the Committee circulated a letter by anti-semite, Dan Gil- , 
bert, the resulting stonn was too much.

The Committee was quietly disbanded and put to rest 
last week. Question: Will a more “respectable” front now 
be erected to convince Americans that they don’t want 
health insurance?

■■ ;
Appraisal

S' ■
Spring is the time of year when almost everbody likes 1 

to pause for a moment and make an appraisal, to glance be- ] 
fore and after and perhaps to strike a new balance of ac
counts in his daily activity. !

The trade unionist is like everyone else iti this regard, 
and as he look* alwiut he can take satisfaction in the prog- 1 
ress he has made, both in his union affairs and in the larger < 
sphere of national politics. <

But in union a 1 lairs, as in everything else, there can be < 
no resting on our laurels. Trade unionists* know this, and 
they will take renewed courage from this backward glance ; 
and the progress thus far made.

After catching their breath anew they will, we are sure, 
pitch iH with renewed vigor in support of their Union and 
their Political League.
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