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Unions Act to Protect Workers 
In New Orleans Terminal Case

Manufacturers.
Opei ati vip.

* Union Label should become a household word. It is the 
most important vitamin of prosperity!

cut the money for these centers down 
of the working mothers would either

Admit 'Lawyers' Union' Is 'Closed Shop'?
Lalxir has often suggested that the “Lawyers’ Union” 

is a “closed shop.” That idea seems to be getting around.
A few days ago, W. 1’ooser, member of the Florida Leg

islature, introduced a bill naming the “Lawyers’ Union” as 
one of the “closed shops” which his measure would ban 
from that state.

“It is specifically provided,” the bill says, “that mem
bership or non-membership in the Bar Association shall 
never be required as a prerequisite to the practice of law in 
the courts of Florida.”

Manufa. t iren»
Op< ■> a* c-i........ ..

Forgotten Workers
“There are about one million workers engaged in the 

cultivation and harvesting of fruits and vegetables on large 
commercially o|)erated farms in this country. They have no 
Social Security benefits, no health benefits. There are no 
labor laws to protect their interests. They move around from 
one section of a state to another and frequently from one 
section of the country to another year by year.

“During the thirties some progress was made in estab
lishing up-to-date camps, schools and health centers for 
them. Two years ago Congress decided that the government 
should dispose of the camps to state governments or grow
ers’ organizations. Only a few of the camps, however, have 
been sold and all of them are gradually deteriorating. The 
conditions of these migratory workers have been fully 
dramatized. The facts in regard to their conditions are well- 
known and yet nothing seems to happen in regard to them.”

The foregoing is from the Catholic Charities Review, 
April, 1949.

Here is a problem for Senators and Representatives!

A Good Bill
We’ve got a minimum wage bill on the calendar, and it’s 

a good bill stated Senator Francis J. Myers in an address 
before the Pennsylvania State Federation of Labor in con
vention at Harrisburg. It’s a 75-cent job. It’s a bill which, 
if we can get it through, will have profound effects on each 
of the industries which you men and women here today 
represent. It will have a good effect. It will help root out the 
vestiges of 19th Century industrialism in a Twentieth Cen
tury Atomic Era by making industries compete with each 
other on the basis of efficiency, inventiveness, and imagin
ation, rather than on a basis of exploitation of human misery 
—conqietition in starvation wages.

There is hardly an industry in Pennsylvania which does 
not pay at least 75-cents—and a whole lot more. Labor in 
Pennsylvania has recognized what a lot of our management 
have failed to recognize, or at least have failed to do any
thing about—and that is that starvation wages of $16 a 
week, 40 cents an hour, paid by competing industries in 
other areas constitute a dangerous threat to our Pennsy
lvania industries, and to the wage levels of those who work 
in them. The anguished cries that we are going to hear in 
Congress over establishing a floor of $30 a week for men 
and women engaged full time on a 40-hour week in inter
state commerce will be designed to make us think that this 
will bring disaster to the American industrial scene. Remem
ber now, we are talking about a wage of $30 a week, $30 
with which to pay the rent, and buy the groceries, and put 
shoes on the kids, to pay for burial insurance, and maintain 
what is alleged to be an American standard of living.

If industry can’t pay $30 a week to its workers engaged 
in interstate commerce at a time like this, then business is 
admitting what none of us believe,, and that is that the cap
italist system must be a failure. Of course it isn’t a failure, 
and of course business can pay $30 a week without distress 
in almost any business you can name engaged in interstete 
commerce.

: '■* With the decision of the independent Communications Workers of 
America (CWA) to join the CIO, the long simmering struggle to or
ganize all of the phone industry’s 550,000 employes moves a step 
closer to a show-down between the AFL and the CIO. In a recent 
national referendum 71,312 CWA members voted for affiliation with 
the CIO and 34,419 against it. Inasmuch as the CWA reports a mem
bership of 230,000, it is to be regretted that less than half that num
bey availed themselves of the right to participate in that vital vote.

# < + +
- CWA and the CIO’s Telephone Workers Organizing Committee 

(TWOC), which have been fighting each other for the past two years, 
are expected to join forces soon. According to Joseph A. Beirne, dyn
amic and resourceful CWA president, who steered his union through 
difficult times and made it the substantial organization of today, an 
all-out campaign is prepared. Organizational efforts will be centered 
in New England, New York and Pennsylvania, where 140,COO Bell 
system employes are either unorganized or banded together in small 
unions of their own.

It is President Beirne’s opinion that “within 18 months we expect 
to represent at least half a million workers.” That is an ambitious 
goal and it will need lots of* hard work and a favorable industrial 
climate to get near that mark. In this struggle the CWA and its CIO 
associates are also confronted by the Inti. Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers, which claims about 40,000 telephone workers as their own. 
President Beirne is convinced that the IBEW, a powerful AFL affili
ate, “will be out of the telephone industry within two years.”

' ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Let’s follow the documented reasoning of the commission: The 

Marshall Plan, through ERP, is pouring billions of dollars into Europe 
with the avowed intention of bringing about the reconstruction and in
tegration of its war-shattered economic life. The countries of Europe, 
as part of the agreement under which American help was granted 
them, adopted plans for coordination of .their economic activities and 
trade. But the reality has been quite disappointing and the observable 
trends so far are away from integration, the agency explains.

In consequence, though individual countries show marked im
provement, the economic foundations of the continent continue to dis
integrate. And though there has been a sharp upward trend in indus
trial production during the past year and a half, prospects for the 
future are unfavorable. The only solution, according to the wise men 
of the commission, seems a long-term program of American capital 
investment, much in the manner by which Great Britain financed, and 
profited from, backward overseas areas in the nineteenth century.

That is an interesting proposal, though hardly in line with the 
era of economic and social enlightenment in which we are supposed to 
live. Increased .trade between eastern and western Europe would also 
be helpful the commission says. Whatever the solution, and 1 doubt 
this is one, it will pay American public opinion to watch what is being 
done at tremendous expense to the American taxpayer and yet with 
no Visible result to the recipients abroad.

Fight Continues
Labor leaders in El Paso and elsewhere in the United 

States today hailed the Iloqse shelving of the Wood Bill as 
a triumph for jiolitical action by unions and the start of a 
new drive for repeal of the Taft-Hartley law.

AFL President William Green said the vote “means 
death of that hypocritical measure” and gives the House 
Labor Committee “an opportunity to make a new start in 
drafting legislation to repeal the Taft-Hartley Act.”

“Meanwhile, organized labor awaits action by the Sen
ate on the Thomas Bill,” Green said. “We want Congress to 
know that repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act is our firm objec
tive and we continue to fight for it no matter how prolonged 
or difficult the struggle.”

Organized labor finds no reason to cease its fight for 
complete elimination of the Taft-Hartley. Trade unionists, 
in their fight for justice and dignity, will see that those in 
Washington pass a law that protects the rights of labor elim
inating the unfair laws that are trying to be passed as fair 
substitutes.

Shelving of the Wood Bill must prove that voters in the 
House discovered the legislation was a masterpiece of de
ception and if anything more vicious than the Taft-Hartley 
Act.

War On Smog
It is good news for city dwellers that more cities are 

striving for a place in the sun—by getting tough with fumes, 
soot and smog clouds that have cast a pall over urban living. 
Air pollution is killing thousands of city people every year, 
recent surveys indicate, and causing U. S. property damage 
estimated at $500,000,000.

Faced by such medical and financial evidence, big cities 
especially are stepping up efforts to brighten the.^ir in their 
vicinity. New punch is being put into enforcement of air 
pollution control ordinances, and new regulations are being 
adopted. A sample result: Pittsburgh’s long notorious 
smoke screen has been thinned 60 percent since the city 
started all-out drive against air pollution some 18 months 
ago.

Now it is reported that there are only 4 cities over 250,- 
000 in population that do not have smoke-abatement regula
tions. The new trend follows “The St. Louis Plan.” Success
ful administration of the smoke-abatement ordinance there 
brought many queries, and several cities have adopted simi
lar measures.

Campaigns to clear the air were given big impetus last 
fall by the tragic death of 20 persons from acid-bearing 
smog in Donora, Pa. After this dramatic episode, several 
cities created citizens committees to push action on smoke. 
Though the Donora deaths might be called a freak incident, 
the loss of sunlight, disease and psychological depression 
caused by air pollution are spurring overdue action in many 
cities—action of vital interest to America’s wage earners, 
who make up the great majority of the residents of all city 
areas.

Woman Senator Helps Poor Mothers
It’s a good thing to have some women in Congress, to speak up 

for their sisters. An example of th.it was provided this week by Marg
aret Chase Smith, Republican Senator from Maine.

, In the year which ends soon, next June 20, the District of Colum
bia government is spending $150,000 to maintain “day care centers,” 
where young children are left by poor mothers while they are working 
oa jobs outside their homes.

For next year, the House
to $50,000. That meant most

Labor Marches Ahead
American labor is indebted to the International Asso

ciation of Machinists and their officers for having arranged 
a meeting of the central committee of the International 
Metalworkers Federation on American soil. The first such 
gathering in the 40 years history of the IMF, it has a signi
ficance that the momentous news of the past week has scar
cely been able to obscure.
x To analyze in detail the program mapped out in 3 days 

of conferences seems unnecessary. Suffice it to say that the 
results met witji the expectations of both host and guests. 
IAM President Harvey Brown called the meeting a history
making event. “We have resolved here and now',” he said, 
“that no sacrifice can be to great to prevent what the high 
priests of Moscow are attempting to put over.” James 
Brownlow, dynamic secretary-treasurer of the AFL Metal 
Trades Department, made the mood of the powerful AFL 
metal unions quite plain when he expressed the hope that 
“in the near future we shall all be banded together in one 
organization.”
J IAM Vice President Al Hayes, in presiding over the 

Conference, had words of wisdom and advice to the delegates 
representing the steel and metal production workers of 12 
European countries. The conferees agreed to seek the affilia
tion of both AFL and CIO metal unions to the IMF “to assist 
in the reconstruction and defense of the free world”; to sup
port the effort of European labor to win a greater voice in 
the international control of the Ruhr and “extension of simi
lar controls to the coal and iron industries of northwestern 
Europe”; and, last but not least, to set up IMF machinery so 
that the voice of metal labor will be heard and respected 
around the world.

This program is all important to the enduring growth 
of democracy. The metal workers of the world, joined to
gether on an industrial basis, constitute a force that no gov
ernment or public opinion can ignore. Just as worldwide co
operation helps European labor to protect its freedom and 
extend its rights, so does it set before the metal workers of 
our hemisphere a goal that their isolated actions often lack.

* More Dixiegoppery
There was quite a show up on Capitol Hill last week.
Nobody was quite certain as to who was running it, 

who was winning, who was losing and which was being sub
stituted for what.

First it was the Lesinski Bill, then the Wood substitute, 
then the Sims substitute, then the Wood Bill again.

The Wood Bill was approved by a 14-vote margin as a 
substitute for the Lesinski Bill and then, on the following 
day—by a 3-vote margin—was sent back to the Labor Com
mittee for further study.

Yep, that’s what happened—and when it was all over 
there was still confusion. But out of it emerged these facts:

1. By the very skin of its teeth, labor escaped a beating 
in the House.

2. Labor still has the Taft-Hartley Act on its hands.
3. The unions and the Truman Administration still have 

a chance to salvage something good out of the situation.
Regardless of what the next move may be or how it 

may turn out, there are some valuable political lessons the 
unions can learn from what happened.

One of the most valuable of these is that the coalition 
of Southern Democrats and Republicans—the Dixiegops— 
is powerful and is determined to prevent enactment of the 
Truman Fair Deal program.

Another is that the “Solid South” is far from solid poli
tically. Over one-fourth of the total pro-labor votes in the 
various T-H repeal moves came from Southern Democrats.

And the Republican ranks weren’t solid either. An aver
age of about 20 GOP members voted either against the Wood 
Bill or for sending it back to the Labor Committee.

Minor Leagues First
Some folks seem to have the cockeyed notion that poli

tics is a game which the nation plays earnestly only on Leap 
Year.

It’s true that the big game in the Major League is play
ed only once in four years—when a President is elected.

But all members of the House and a third of the Senate 
are elected each two years.

And in the odd-numbered years—such as 1919—there 
are several hundred city, county and state elections in areas 
where labor is an important force. This year there are more 
than 500 such elections.

Perhaps we can say that the off-year elections are in 
the Minor Leagues—but that doesn’t mean they’re not im
portant.

They are important—vitally important—for two rea
sons :

1. In many respects, state and local legislation has more 
effect on the daily lives of citizens than do the laws passed 
by Congress.

2. Many of the players in the Minor Leagues move up 
to the Majors as time? passes.

What’s been happening on Capitol Hill in Washington
shows the necessity for laying the groundwork now for the 
Congressional elections next year.

The 81st Congress isn’t a shining example of the type 
of legislative body labor wants and the nation as a whole 
needs if progress is to be made.

Sure, a lot of “good guys” were elected last Fall—but 
there are still too many “bad guys” around.

And a lot of the latter are likely to be around in 1950, 
’52 and even later unless labor and other liberal forces use 
their energy and money to retire them to private life.

have to let .their children run wild on the streets, or stop work and 
put their families on miserably inadequate “public relief.”

The House bill came to a Senate committee headed by Mrs. Smith. 
She stood up for the mothers and boosted the day care fund up to 
$150,000 again.

At the same time, her committee directed the three District of 
Columbia commissioners to prepare a “proper day care program for 
the future.” The commissioners, who govern the City of Washington,* 
have shown little interest in the working mothers or any other public 
welfare problem in the Capital.

I, NEWS and VIEWS |i
| By ALEXANDER S. LIPSETT (An ILNS Feature) J [
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,, Confirmation of the fears, repeatedly expressed in this column, 
concerning the damaging impact of ERP-ECA on the European econ
omy has come from unexpected quarters—the United Nations Econ
omic Commission for Europe. This agency, created in 1947 to coordin
ate emergency planning for the rehabilitation of Europe, includes rep- 

, resentatives from all European countries, with the exception of Spain.
The view of the commission is that the European Recovery Pro

gram and the trade policies of the European countries are contributing 
toward further disintegration of that continent’s economy. In other 
words, what the U. N. agency is saying in a 100,000 word survey is 
that ERP hurts more .than it helps and that the nations of Europe, 
striving for an economic comeback, are tripping over their own isola
tionism.

Cavilcade
by LES FIHNEGAN—’

A special three-judge Federal court in Washington this week 
heard the arguments on a suit filed by the rail unions a couple of 
months ago to compel the I. C. C. to order genuine protection for rail
road employes who may be adversely affected by the consolidation of 
passenger depots into a single terminal in New Orleans.

Counsel for the Railway Labor Executives’ Association pointedi||F 
out that, under the I. C. C. order “okaying” the project, the legalley 
period of protection would expire before the terminal is completed.

As a result, no protection would be available when the employes 
actually lost their jobs or were hit in other ways.

Backed by the carriers involved, the 1. C. C. took the position 
that its hands are tied in the matter.

Washington Labor Report
DIXIECRATS SKETCH 

STATES RIGHTS UTOPIA
By BRADFORD V. CARTER

.t , LPA Columnist ‘
Ever since Sir Thomas More published his famous book “Utopia” 

idealists and visionaries have been trying to outline the perfect state. 
Occasionally practising politicians have lifted items from the dream
ers’ proposals and incorporated them into programs of immediate re
form.

But when the ideas of the Utopians have been capable of practical 
adaptation in man’s quest for a better life, or when they’ve been too 
quaint or fantastic for any practical use, at least they’ve been gener
ous, and aimed at improving the lives of ordinary people.

Last week the States Rights Democratic party of Mississippi— 
which delivered that state’s presidential vote to Gov. J. Strom Thur
mond last year—had a convention. The Dixiecrats weren’t content to 
draft the usual political platform. They felt that the time had come 
to unveil their Utopia.

It takes the form of a constitutional amendment whose purpose is 
to wipe out most of the progress thru government that the American 
people have made since th«- days of Thomas Jefferson. Since a two- 
thirds vote of Congress, and ratification by three-fourths of the states, 
is required to amend the US constitution, there is no danger that this 
Dixiecrat dream will be enacted.

Nonetheless it’s an important document. It reveals clearly what 
the primitives think the shape of America ought to be. And historical
ly it has the distinction of being about the only Utopia openly design
ed to degrade society rather than improve it.

The Mississippi proposal is aimed primarily at depriving the US 
government of the right to protect Americans against local tyranny, 
and at making it impossible for the people of this country to enact 
social and economic legislation.

To accomplish its first purpose the Dixiecrat amendment outlaws 
all federal “interference” with local election practices, and all civil 
rights legislation. Police powers are to reside solely in state govern
ments. This means that not only the 14th and 15th Amnedments to 
the Constitutions, written in the post-Civil War period would become 
dead letters, but also the 19th Amendment which gives women the 
right to vote. By implication if not intent the FBI is abolished by this 
weird proposition. Obviously all civil rights legislation now pending 
before Congress would be unconstitutional.

The second part of the Dixiecrat amendment explicitly bars the 
national government from making any appropriations for education, . 
or legislating about wages, hours and working conditions. Even the 
Taft-Hartley law would be outlawed—let alone anything like the 
Wagner act or the wage and hour law. Nothing, apparently, is to 
stand in the way of the Dixiecrats’ perpetual exploitation of the south
ern people, and all federal barriers to the law of the jungle are to be 
removed thruout the nation. .jv

Congress is also to be deprived of the right to make laws about 
“the transfer and ownership of property.” This would clearly makeWu7 
it impossible to enforce the 13th Amendment which prohibits slavery 
—and automatically repeals such things as the pure food and drug 
act, rent control, and regulation of stock market speculation.

Nice country this would be with the Mississippi Dixiecrats in the 
saddle, wouldn’t it? Incidentally, Mississippi is the only state every 
one of whose Congressmen voted for the Taft-Hartleyites’ Wood bill 
two weeks ago.

By what labor leaders described as a “near miracle,” the House of 
Representatives voted by 212 to 209 to keep the Taft-Hartley Act and 
not try to fool the people and the labor movement with a phoney T-H 
repealer that actually made the law worse. The Republicans are now" 
saddled with Taft-Hartley, probably until next years elections. Pres
ident Truman and labor leaders counted it as a victory. The Senate 
won’t act on labor legislation for another two months, but Senator 
Taft is already writing a new bill. Even Republicans and reactionary 
newspapers were appalled at the news that Taft intends to call his 
new bill a “Taft Law”. Nothing is left in the House now but the Taft- 
H^rtley law. With Hartley gone from Congress, the bill that eventu
ally will turn up should be called the “Taft-Taft Bill.” Which is exact
ly what Ohio labor wants when Taft runs for re-election next year.

The daily press didn’t mention some of the more startling features 
of the Taft-Hartley repeal debate. Newspapers didn’t find even an. - 
inch of space to report a sensational charge against the Republicans 
made by Rep. Leonard Irving (D, Mo.), a former AFL official. Ac
cording to Irving, the GOP actually used something like mpscle men 
and strong-arm squads on the floor of the House .to keep a few Repub
licans from voting for a substitute T-H repeal bill backed by Speaker 
Rayburn and a number of liberal Democrats. Irving charged, “Yes
terday when the Sims amendment went up for a vote the Republican 
leaders formed a barricade of their own bodies in the path of the line 
voting yea for that bill. Recalcitrant Republicans who sought to enter 
that line were cautioned and advised against voting for. the Sims 
amendment. Many turned away and did not go thru the line’s bar
ricade which would have taken a flying wedge to penetrate. Now, I 
ask, was that democracy in action?” Irving got his Rhswer not long 
after, when several of the GOP strong-arm men got up to denounce 
the alleged strong-arm tactics by striking unionists in the midwest. 
It was un-American, they claimed.

The daily press didn’t report either the sad story of what hap
pened at the 37th annual U. S. Chamber of Commerce convention in 
Washington. The management-labor session of the C. of C. was hold
ing what amounted to a “victory” luncheon. The Republican-written 
Wood labor bill had been passed the previous afternoon by the House. Q, 
As their principal speaker the C. of C. had Sen. Forrest Donnell (R, \ 
Mo.), one of the worst union-haters in the Senate. Donnell had a 
long prepared speech on reaction’s remarkable victory in passing the 
Wood Bill and thereby retaining practically all of Taft-Hartley. Half
way thru his speech a messenger came to the speaker’s platform and 
gave Donnell a message—that the House had killed the Wood Bill ‘ 
by recommitting it. Donnell got flustered, red in the face, murmured 
something about “bad news” and never finished reading his “victory” 
speech. The luncheon, which started out with broad grins, huge cigars 
and expensive liquors, ended with glum-faced businessmen walking out 
of the banquet room hardly looking at each other. One newspaperman 
commented, “You’d almost think they didn’t like the Taft-Hartley act.”

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
One of the most telling points scored against Taft-Hartley during 

the House floor debate was made by a Reading, Pa., labor editor now 
in Congress. Rep. George Rhodes pointed an accusing finger at the 
Taft-Hartley provision which requires a 51% vote of all the .workers 
in a plant, rather than 51% of the workers voting, to win a union shop. 
“If this is democracy,” said Rhodes, “I challenge this House to apply 
the same rules to election of Member of Congress.” At this point 
Rep. Rankin and three other southerners who are regularly elected 
by less than 10% of the people in their districts slunk out of the 
men’s room.
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I TRUTH THE TIME SAVER I
I By RUTH TAYLOR j J

* M ilHI MrfrM k-'

Don’t you like that title? The more I think about it, the truer 1 
realize it is.

The idea came to me over a luncheon table. We were discussing 
certain public hearings and the person to whom I was talking said 
apropos of good and bad witnesses, “Truth unlike alibis docs not need 
to be rehearsed.”

Maybe that is why a man speaking the truth is so impressive. 
There is a strength and force back of his remarks that puts them 
across.

When I was growing up a very wise man once said to me rather 
whimsically that he wasn’t against lying, but he felt people should 
find out their lying capacity just as they found out their liquor capa
city and stick to it. That he had learned in college that his capacity 
was two and a half lies, and as he couldn’t remember any more than 
that, he always kept within that margin. He gave as his reason that 
he was intrinsically a lazy man—and he couldn’t be bothered trying 
to remember what he had said. So he told the truth.

That may not be the proper reason for truth-telling, but it is a 
practical one. If you tell the truth, you don’t have to waste time or 
energy trying to remember what you have said. You know your stories 
jibe, and what is more you are sure of your facts.

Lincoln brought out another important fact about truth. “Truth 
is generally the best vindication against slhnder.” There was probably 
no man against whom there were more slurs and slanders, yet he re
mained unembittered to the end—because he had the defense of truth.

If you speak the truth and live the truth, there need be no fear 
in your life. You do not have to rely on the mirage of colored facts 
or rainbow fancies. You know what you believe and why. You are 
free to determine your actions because you hold to a principle.

But it is not enough just to speak the truth. You must be sure 
it is the truth—that it is not influenced by prejudice, that it does not 
gloss over weaknesses nor minimize virtues. Accuracy pays off in the 
long run—and it saves such a lot of bother and confusion!

Those who speak the truth generally act according to their speech. 
They win the respect of their peers because they have selfesteem. 
(But that is another article.)

, Truth is the great time saver—and think of all you can do with 
the time saved!
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