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is because of this that they were the first group to sense the dangers 
inherent in both Communist and Fascist doctrines. They knew the 
danger signals. And they kn-v that a free labor movement in a free 
nation is its best bulwark against tyranny.

Partnership Developing
American unions are business organizations. To estab

lish their work conditions they use the accepted business 
practice of making contracts with their employers—the same 
methods used by employers and others to specify mutually 
satisfactory conditions for doing business with each other. 
The number of mutual contracts between unions and employ
ers has grown from a few thousand t© more than 100,000 in 
the last 25 years.

This truly American “business unionism” recognizes the 
necessary function of management to manage and direct, to 
make decisions vital for efficient operation, and for safe
guarding investors’ equity in the business. So the work re
lationship in this country is developing into a partnership 
between unions and management.

Union members understand that success of their busi
ness means ability to pay them a higher wage. So they give 
wholehearted effort to improve production as the way to get 
more of the good things of life for themselves and their fam
ilies. Thus worker’s urge for progress becomes as strong a 
motive for good in industry as the employers’ urge to make 
profits. The immense productivity of America’s basic indus
tries, which are manned chiefly by union members, is due 
in no small part to the workers’ actual partnership through 
their unions. And their wages, the highest in the world, are 
the reward for this productivity. «

This partnership between unions and management is 
the very heart of free enterprise. American workers, mem
bers of “business unions” are sold on free enterprise because 
they know it brings them a higher living standard than any 
other nation.

Union Industries Show Now A 
Super-Colossal Exhibition

The now-famous Union Industries Show has become a 
super-colossal affair. Director I. M. Ornburn said, “the only 
problem confronting the Union Industries Show is where to 
find suitable space to house the exhibition. Auditoriums and 
public halls, large enough to hold the Show, are greatly limit
ed and if it keeps expanding we shall explore the possibility 
of using a large circus tent. Our Show is the only one of its 
kind,” Mr. Ornburn added, "and it is so different because 
there are action displays in which skilled craftsmen actually 
make popular union-made articles before an intensely inter
ested audience which stands for hours gazing at the miracles 
performed in goods and services by labor and management 
under the A. F. of L. emblem of good relations.”

The Union Industries Show was televised on all avail
able h<M)kups. It was broadcast on coast-tocoast radio net
works and newscasts were made every day on local stations. 
It was "shot” for technicolor during every hour of the 5-day 
union cavalcade. The daily newspapers in Cleveland gave 
the Show a good play but the labor press went all out to ad
vertise the event throughout America.

“I am well satisfied with the results of our 4th AFL Ex
hibition,” said Director I. M. Ornburn, “and I am glad that 
so many people not in attendance were able to see it over 
television and also that millions will be able to visualize our 
unique Show in local mqtion picture theatres, public gather
ings, and union meetings during the coming months. The 
next Union Industries Show will be held in 1050 at Philadel
phia opening May Sth for one week.”

Communist Gains In China
No person can follow the progress of Communist ag

gression in China without alarm. The Chinese people are 
war-weary. Their reserves were fust used against foreign 
invasion and further against their own citizens whom the 
Politburo turned into a fifth column against the government 
of China.

The situation is very different from the invasions of 
earlier times. Then China waited and quietly absorbed the 
invaders. The Communist armies are led by zealots trained 
to sacrifice everything to the cause. They will carry out the 
general strategy of Lenin, who prophesied that Asia would 
be communized as well as Europe. The Soviet count on 
eventually using the vast manpower of Asia to subdue all 
Europe and then North America.

We had a chance to aid China, but we lost it. Now we 
can only watch the horror develop when a great and old na
tion becomes a victim of the present-day world’s worst 
tyranny. Unless some miracle occurs, freedom in Asia ap
pears doomed.

WHAT NEXT?
It is reported that corn cobs promise to help reduce the 

cost of making plywood. Experimenters say the use of 
"flour” made of ground cobs may cut by as much as 50 per
cent the amount of resin needed in glue employed in ply
wood manufacture.

Repeal Transportation Tax
During the war a federal tax was imposed on passenger 

tickets and fares. There were two reasons why this tax was 
levied—to raise money to carry on the war and to discour
age travel at a time when travel facilities were limited be
cause of military movements.

The war is over. These reasons no longer apply. The 
railroads now need more passengers to provide the mass 
passenger movement necessary to make passenger traffic a 
source of profit rather than a loss as was the case before the 
war.

Kail travel has fallen off to such an .extent that some 
companies face a serious financial problem. The expected in
crease in passenger traffic should the tax be repealed might 
mean the difference between profit and loss.

The railroads are quite justified in seeking repeal of 
this tax. Railroad workers, since they also are interested in 
the welfare of their industry, lock hands with their employ
ers and ask for its repeal.

"Hangover"
If you are a Washington bureaucrat with a high salary 

and ample leisure and can afford a trip abroad, your ticket 
to Europe, or around the world, is exempt from the trans
portation tax.

If you are a Congressman, with an expensive election 
campaign ahead, or any other American citizen with high 
expenses, and cannot afford a vacation abroad and buy trans
portation by train or bus to visit your in-laws in Kansas or 
some other distant point, the Federal Government takes 
fifteen per cent of the travel expense. This tax on transpor
tation was passed as a war measure to discourage needless 
travel. No one objected to it then. We are now at peace. 
American people have a right to object strenuously to this 
tax that was never intended as a revenue measure. This 
transportation tax costs Americans $750,000 a year. Wheth
er you are earning a living traveling or traveling for recrea
tion, this is a burdensome nuisance tax. It is a “hangover” 
from the war. Congress should repeal it.

Discrimination Helps Boss
A boss who’s against unionism always wants to keep as 

many workers as possible out of the union. If you deny 
membership to some workers because of their color or reli
gion or ancestry, you play right into the boss’s hand.

Such workers have to work without union protection, 
’flu* boss may use them to pull your standards down or to 
replace you for lower wages. But if all the workers are in a 
union this can’t happen.

Discrimination in a union keeps a union weak. AND A 
WEAK UNION HURTS YOU!

Good Use For 'Em
Guns and tanks that once were part of the equipment of 

the German General Rommel in his North African campaign, 
will be sent to Sweden where they literally will be beaten into 
plowshares at the Boxholm Iron Works, a dispatch from 
Stockholm says.

Harvey W. Brown
To call President Harvey W. Brown of the International | 

Association of Machinists a leader in the front ranks of the- - ; 
pioneers of industrial democracy is to state an undisputable 1 
fact. His has been an unceasing and increasingly powerful^ 
voice pleading for teamwork in industry, urging manage
ment and labor “along parallel lines toward the same goal— 
an America of material abundance and spiritual greatness.”

These words, they are Brown’s own, are a true measure 
of the man. He will soon relinquish the presidency of his; 
union which he at all times has served so well.

Regrettable as Brown’s retirement from the labor scene 
may appear, there is reason to believe that his services will 
become available to the American people as a whole. Uncon
firmed reports have Brown slated for an ambassadorship or 
a leading position in the United States civilian administra
tion in Germany. Such an appointment, if it materializes— 
and we hope it will—is not only a reflection of his abilities. 
It is a long overdue recognition of the services of organized 
labor to America and of the guidance supplied by Brown and 
men like him to the working men and women of the nation.

Brown has been aptly described by Senator Hubert 
Humphrey as an outstanding labor statesman; “enlisting 
him (in public service) would be a bold stroke of statesman
ship and a demonstration to the democratic peoples of Eu
rope that America stands with the common people of all 
countries for the broad expansion of social welfare and dem
ocratic liberties.” We wish him well. We see in Harvey 
Brown a commanding figure of the present and a bright pro
mise of the future. Labor will watch his new career with 
attention, love and pride.

Genial Al Hayes, who takes the helm of the IAM, is a 
trade unionist of top-notch ability and excellent judgment. 
A keen observer of domestic and international affairs, he is 
an inspiring leader in his own right and a worthy successor 
of Harvey Brown. To him, too, go labor’s cheers and best 
wishes for success.

f New Anti-Labor Switch
The tub-thumping propagandists for the NAM and 

other anti-Union forces are making a new switch in their 
program. Having yelped constantly that Organized Labor 
was to blame for the inflationary spree, which gave business 
the fattest profits in all history, they are now beginning to 
blame Labor for the present recessoin. Yes, there is a reces
sion, and it is causing many of our best economists to worry.

■ Remember when prices were jumping, right after the 
death of the OPA ? Remember those big newspaper adver
tisements of the National Association of Manufacturers? 
They told you that prices would come down in a hurry if the 
OPA and price limitation were abandoned. Then, when prices 
kept on shooting skyward, they blamed Labor. Every time 
a Union got a few cents an hour, prices were upped many 
times the actual cost of the wage raise. They said Labor 
wouldn’t work: production per man hour was down. They 
sang that tune for a long time.

Meanwhile, economists, both in Labor and out of Labor, 
were warning business that it could not continue to reap 
such fat profits and to charge such fantastic prices without 
bringing on a recession.

Now the picture is changed. High prices drove millions 
out of the market: they could not or they would not pay, 
so they went without, or they bought substitutes. One big 
manufacturer, who produces several kinds of automobiles, 
discovered that the folks who once bought the highest-priced 
car had dropped to the lowest-priced car, which, incidentally, 
carries a higher price tag than the top models did before the 
profit spree started. Nobody is buying the sky-priced car. 
. Business is off, decidedly. Unemployment is much 
greater than it was a year ago. Even profits have skidded a 
little.

There is talk among industrialists of “stabilization,” 
and of washing out the "weaker” competitors—which means, 
of course, the independents. At the same time, the NAM is 
startin; to cry that if Labor, the working people, insist on 
wage increases to meet in some small part the vastly in
creased cost of living, the result will be, not higher prices, 
but a recession in business.

Labor caused inflation: Labor is now causing deflation, 
that is the NAM switch. All of which is utterly fallacious, 
of course, but if the big fellows repeat it often enough and 
if their publicity agencies din it into the public’s ears, as 
they will, undoubtedly a lot of folks are going to believe it 
eventually.

Just Between Us Girls—By Taft
Senator Robert Taft went home May 16th to gloat about his recot^V 

to a meeting of 1,000 members of Ohio’s Republican Women’s Organ^ 
ization.^in Columbus, Ohio. What is his recordt Taft said that he had 
blocked every phase of the Fair Deal Program except spending: “and 
we will check that before we get through with this Congress.”

He took a crack at Ohio’s farmers by sneering at the Brannan 
Plan to keep farm income high. He endeared himself to the ladies as
sembled by boasting that the Taft-Hartley Act was still on the books.

The farmers and workers of Ohio will remember this “record” in 
1950.

Cavileade
by LES FINNEGAN

Communists and Communist fellow-travelers took their worst 
beating in recent history at a hectic three-day meeting of the CIO 
executive board. It was a dead serious battle but one light moment de
serves to join the classics of the labor movement. A reporter from a 
New York newspaper had been instructed to get, a statement from 
Ben Gold, president of the Furriers Union and long-time Communist 
Party official. It was coming close to the reporter’s deadline and he 
sent a message into the board meeting asking Gold if he would come 
outside for just a few moments. The Communists had already taken 
two kicks in the teeth and the board was getting ready to pass a reso
lution telling the Communists to abide by CIO policy or get the hell 
out. The reporter waited only a minute before Comrade Gold came 
stormipg thru the door. He was raging and his face was nearly purple. 
For nearly three minutes he damned and double-damned the resolu
tion, the executive board and what he claimed was the destruction of 
minority rights. And then, unable to check his flow of words, he blurt
ed out, “What is this—Russia?” Suddenly he realized what he had 
said, turned slightly pale, admonished the reporter “That was off .the 
record”. . . . and darted quickly back into the board meeting.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Communists didn’t fare any happier at the AFL’s Union Indus

tries Show held in Cleveland at the same time. One of the numerous 
exhibits at the show was a contest among 80 apprentice bricklayers. 
Discovering this the Communist cretins circulated thru the crowd 
muttering that this was how AFL leaders got their members accus
tomed to speed-up systems. But despite all their efforts the poor Com
munists weren’t able to create one-tenth the uproar that was caused by 
a tiny typographical error in a newspaper account of the AFL Black
smiths’ exhibit. The blacksmiths were giving away free wrenches that 
they manufactured at a forge in the exhibit—but the newspaper re
ported that they were “giving away free wenches.”

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Almost simultaneously with organized labor’s demand for a Con

gressional investigation of big business lobbying in Washington, word 
leaked out of the most amazing lobby of them all. The Nat’l Rivers & 
Harbor Congress, one of the most powerful lobbies on Capitol Hill, 
campaigns violently against TVA and other power projects and in
sists that the nation’s federally-owned tidelands oil preserves be turn
ed over to the giant oil companies for private exploitation. This gang 
of pressure boys cast around for a fool-proof idea and came up with^^ 
the all-time prize winner. Instead of electing their own officers thej^^p 
named eight Congressmen to their top posts. Sen. J. L. McClellan is 
the lobby’s new president; Sen. Kenneth Wherry became a vice-pres
ident along with Reps. W. M. Whittington and Francis Case; and Rep. 
Dewey Short was chosen chairman of the board of directors. Ex-Pres
ident Hoover’s government reorganization plans contain some aston
ishing proposals but it never occurred even to the Great Engineer to 
move the lobbies out of the lobbies and give them seats on the floor 
of the Senate and House of Representatives.

The American Medical Association lobby spent $246,060 during 
the first three months to fight the national health program which is 
supported, by all of labor. The AMA is assessing the nation’s doctors 
$25 each to raise a $4,000,000 slush fund for its lobby and it collected 
$1,000,060 during the first three months. But inevitably there always 
seems to be a stupid streak in reactionaries and the AMA pulled two 
prize boners this month. First, it sent letters to Negro doctors in 
Washington, D. C. trying to put the bite on them for $25—forgetting 
that Negro doctors aren’t even permitted to belong to their lily-white 
society in the District of Columbia. Next, Rep. Dingell (D. Mich.) dug 
up an AMA lobbying blueprint which proposed that they get hold of 
the personal physician of every member of Congress and have those 
physicians pressure the Congressmen against any health insurance 
plan. At this point it was suddenly remembered that Congressmen 
have their own health program operated at the taxpayers’ expense. 
Twice a year Congressmen go to a Naval Hospital for a checkup and 
for laboratory tests that are free to them but would cost them $150 in 
a private hospital. If they’re seriously ill they go to Army or Navy 
hospitals for $9.75 a day doctor bills, nurse service and even surgery 
—less than one-third of what it would cost in a private hospital. Said 
one Congressman, “I think maybe the one serious fault in the proposed 
national health program is that it doesn’t provide for a psychiatrist 
for the medical lobby.”

■ - u»-. <

Washington Labor Report
LUCAS-RAYBURN TEAM
STAGES A POOR SHOW £

By BRADFORD V. CARTER, LPA Columnist
Trade unionists and liberals thruout the nation were shocked last 

week by Democratic Senate Leader Scott Lucas’ disclosure that only 
three more pieces of major legislation will receive Senate attention 
this session.

No one doubts the importance of the three measures accorded 
priorities: Taft-Hartley repeal, the North Atlantic pact, and the re
ciprocal trade agreements act.

There is considerable doubt, however, that the Congress must ad
journ by July 31. True, Washington summers are not pleasant. But 
about a million citizens will survive the August heat of the Capital 
area, and unlike the solons most of them don’t have air conditioned 
offices. A few subversive types are even saying that Congressmen 
should, when necessary, consider this full-time jobs.

Specifically listed for the scrap-heap in Lucas’ statement are the 
President’s health insurance program and civil rights legislation. The 
Senate leader added that he can hold out little hope for minimum wage 
legislation, social security expansion, tax reform, and liberalization of 
the displaced persons law.

The liberal-labor organization Americans for Democratic Action, 
in which AFL, CIO and unaffiliated union leaders play a prominent 
part, labelled Lucas’ statement “more than a flag of surrender.” “It 
is,” said ADA, “a flat betrayal of the Democratic party platform.”

Speaker of the House Sam Rayburn was with Lucas during his 
conference with the President. Rayburn had previously declared that 
Congress must adjourn by the end of July, and scoffed at the idea of 
a special session.

President Trun.an, Lucas declared, is “satisfied” with the pro
gress of liberal legislation in this 81st Congress. The President, not 
so long ago, seemed to have a different view, and was thought to favor 
a special session early in the fall. No White House statement has yet 
ruled out this possibility.

Any judgement of the Lucas declaration must take into account 
the Democratic Congressional leadership’s failure, from November 
1948 to date, to keep up with President Truman’s program. The legis
lative leaders have been consistently caught with their plans down.

They failed to recognize that they were elected to enact a pro
gram. Thoir performance has been that of tired hacks, who accept the 
consevative predilictions of their colleagues—when they don’t shar^^ 
them. Virtually ffo attempt was made between November 1948 ar^B 
the beginning of the session this January to prepare bills and line u^^ 
votes for them.

At the opening of Congress the Senate Democrats refused to dis
cipline the Dixiecrats. The opportunity to win firm support from a 
dozen or two northern Republicans for substantial portions of the 
President’s program was lost.

Thruout the session Lucas and Rayburn have tried to achieve 
cheap compromises between the President’s program and the pre
judices of the southern Democrats. Seldom have they acted as spokes
men for Truman or the platform on which he was elected. That they 
haven’t bent over even further is due largely to the hard work of the 
real liberal-labor group inside the Democratic party in Congress, and 
the pressure of trade union legislative representatives.

As disappointed as we are in the Lucas-Rayburn Congress, we 
cannot forget that the liberal-labor coalition would have gotten abso
lutely nowhere if Tom Dewey had been in the White House.
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Dave Beck, executive vice president of the powerful Teamsters! 
Brotherhood, said in a recent address before the Minneapolis Chamber 
of Commerce a number of things that needed to be said. Though 
neither novel nor startling, his remarks deserve to be singled out as 
an illustration of constructive labor thinking in America.

Under free enterprise, Mr. Beck observed, America has developed 
into the greatest nation on earth. Nowhere do the working people en
joy such working conditions and high living standards as in the United 
States. Leaders of labor and capital should redouble their efforts to
ward greater cooperation in the solution of their common problems— 
“for none oY these problems is unanswerable.”

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Unless we do so, Mr. Beck added, “there will be no free men, no 

free labor unions and no free enterprise” . . . “We have other respon
sibilities as well. We must increase the production of labor. We must 
not stop or delay. We must not interfere in the slightest degree with 
the developing processes that have made this nation what it is today. 
Only by the constructive efforts of capital and labor, working together 
in unity, can we meet competition in world markets. We must never 
permit those in competitive industry to bottle up our inventive pro
gress.”

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
Labor political action and its economic and social consequences 

brought forth equally frank comment from the teamsters’ leader. Re
calling that the interests of American organized labor are primarily 
in the economic field and that politicians and others, by their anti
union activities, are actually inviting labor’s political development, he 
warned:

“If those who rule political thought in this country impose 
restrictive legislation upon the working people, they will plunge 
labor inevitably into action on the political field. Whether it be a 
Taft-Hartley Act, or a Hobbs Act, or any other type of legislation 
that takes away from the men and women of labor the things they 

'■ have won through economic action, the leaders in this system of 
« free enterprise of ours will be flirting with destiny.” 
j He cited in proof the experiences of organized labor in Britain, 
where, he said, the enactment of repressive laws in 1926 was the im
mediate cause of plunging the British labor movement into politics.

“With what result? British labor did not attain its goal of r<>- 
£ealing that restrictive legislation (until much later), yet it continued 
to develop politically, to grow and to expand. At the end of World 
War II, British labor took over the machinery of government. It pro
ceeded, as rapidly as possible, with plans to socialize industry. It so
cialized the Bank of England, the transportation industry, and many 
pthers. It is still moving toward an even greater degree of socialism.”

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
What man in American industry wants to pay such a price for 

whatever temporary advantage he might gain through oppressive labor 
laws? Mr. Beck asked. “There are organized today in this country 
between 14 and 15 million workers. If, driven to unified action, they 
become 25 percent as effective in the field of politics, as they have been 
in the field of economics, they can and they will, in my judgment, rock 
the entire structure of our free enterprise system.”

Dave Beck’s analysis of British labor overlooks many relevant 
«ind important facts. His conclusion, however, that American labor’s 
political awakening is not of its own choice is sound. This writer does 
not share the teamsters’ Spokesman’s belief that labor political action 
Will rock or perhaps destroy free enterprise. Quite the contrary. It is 
likely to make the American political and economic structure more 
flexible to the strains and stresses of the future and in the final analy
sis hasten the solution of our problems “through the processes of 
evolution,” to quote again from Dave Beck.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦
The health and accident insurance agreement negotiated by AFL 

United Automobile Workers, Local 737, in Toledo, Ohio, conclusively 
proves labor’s ability to find an answer of its own to the questions of 
public health care currently debated throughout the nation.

Under the plan, workers, victims of sickness or non-occupational 
accident, are entitled to a wwkly income of $32.50 for a full year. In 
addition, the policy carries a $3,000 life insurance clause, a $1,000 
accidental death and dismemberment feature, hospitalization at $8 a 
day for 60 days, an extra $80 for hospital expenses, surgical fees up 
to $225, doctor calls at the home or hospital, X-ray, laboratory fees, 
dependent cove rage, and many other worthwhile features.

UAW-AFL President Lester Washburn and his associates are justi
fied in pointing to the agreement as another milestone in the union’s 
“all-out campaign to bring all AFL Auto Workers under the best in
surance plaa in the oountry.” Their constructive efforts raise the 
question whether the interests of the working people are not assured 
of better protection through voluntary agreements rather than too 
great a reliance upon a state established and directed health program, 
beyond the control of democratic trade unionism.

FREE MEN I
By RUTH TAYLOR J ;
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For some time now I have been increasingly exasperated by the 
unthinking people who talk about the labor movement as though it 
were an enormous Robot, moving without volition of its own,—mani
pulated by the clever fingers of some canny mechanical genius.

In short 1 just plain don’t like the phrases “labor bloc” or “labor 
vote”. If there is any group that regents regimentation more than 
Organized Labor, 1 don’t know what it is. The very words labor move
ment—kinetic, fluid, changing to suit the occasion—belie the state
ment.

A labor union is not a regimented group. It is a coordination by 
free men, voluntarily cooperating for the good of all and operating 
not under the dicta of a master, but under rules of their own making, 

t We have seen too often in our generation that in dictator ruled 
countries—whether that dictator be a man or a State—that labor 
unions cannot and do not exist. They are regiments of workers, not 
unions of men.

In short—when times wen* desperate they—for the workingmen 
of a nation are its backbone—sold their freedom in order to achieve 
security, little realising that there is no real security except in a soc
iety of free men. That security in the last analysis rests with the in
dividual—not merely in his ability as a producer (as some of the pre
historic reactionaries would say)—but in his ability to have a voice in 
the economy, in the laws which enable him to work at the tasks where 
he can accomplish the most and can earn an adequate living for him
self and his family.

There is no seciirity where a man is a chattel—whether it be of a 
ruler or of a State. His savings or his job are the pawn of others. The 
slave had security—under a good master. But because he could not 
think or act for himself, he could not rely on that security.

So has it been with the workers behind the Iron Curtain. So it 
‘has always been where men are not free.
1 It was because of this the men of Organized Labor—the free men 
of the labor movement of the Western Hemisphere—have always been 
on guard against anything that would encroach upon thoir liberties. It
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