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NEW BRIBERY TRIES 
LEVELED AT DAILIES

Washington (LPA) — Amer
ica's press was in a dither this 
week over charges of corruption 
and bribery in its own ranks. High
lights were these:

(1) The American Society of 
Newspaper Editors launched an 
investigation of the Illinois “gravy 
train” scandal—that is, of dis
closures that 51 editors, publishers 
and writers on newspapers in the 
sucker state had secretly been on 
the state payroll and drawn a total 
of $480,000.

(2) The California Newspaper 
Publishers’ Ass’n screamed a denial 
of charges that its members had 
been “bribed” to crusade against 
state health insurance in return for 
paid “ads” from the California 
Medical Ass’n.

(3) Editor and Publisher, trade 
magazine of the press, quoted a 
new boast by Clem Whitaker—dir-

of the charges—but the convention 
took no action to authorize a probe. 
Instead, Oppegard urged members 
to give “serious attention” to what
ever report the Society of News
paper Editors may issue after its 
inquiry is finished.

In the Golden state, publishers 
were up in arms over allegations 
that they had “sold out” their news 
columns to the "Medical Lobby” 
after getting a series of “paid ads” 
from the California Medical Ass’n.

The association at the time was 
fighting Governor Earl Warren’s 
plan for state health insurance. To 
get the newspapers on its side, it 
launched an advertising campaign, 
taking out paid space in all the 
papers of the state.

Later, at a national meeting of 
medical men, an official of the Cal
ifornia Medical Ass’n boasted that

STRIKEBREAKERS IN UNIFORM—Berlin railroad workers—members of the.democratic Berlin Fed
eration of Labor (UGO)—booed this Soviet army officer outside a railway station where Communist 
strikebreakers, backed by Soviet German police, att >mptpd to defeat their strike for a living wage. US 
and allied authorities in western Berlin last week helped UGO stop the Communist scabs from entering the 
western zone.
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ector of the American Medical As
sociation’s drive against health in
surance—that newspapers in Cal
ifornia came through handsomely 
on printing the propaganda of or
ganized medicine after they were 
rewarded with advertising con
tracts.

(4) New York and Florida were 
added to the states in which it was 
revealed that newsmen were priv
ately on state payrolls serving in
cumbent political administrations, 
while presumably doing impartial 
writing for their papers.

The press scandal in Illinois re
mained the biggest of the lot. Pre
sident Ben M. McKelway of the 
Society of Newspaper Editors de
clared an inquiry into that situa
tion had been authorized by the 
society’s board of directors and 
would take about two months to 
wind up.

All of the 51 Illinois newsmen 
got their money from the state 
treasury during the regime of 
former Governor Dwight Green, 
who was keynoter at the last GOP 
convention. Some of those who had 
been on the Green “gravy train” 
claimed they earned their pay, but 
others frankly admitted they were 
paid simply to run publicity puffs 
in their papers for the Green ma
chine.
f Meantime, the Inland Daily 
Press Ass’n—which includes many 
of the accused newsmen among its 
members and officers—wound up 
its annual spring meeting in Chic
ago without taking any action on 
the scandal at its own doorstep.

President M. M. Oppegard said 
the association decided it was in no 
position to make any comment 
without a thorough investigation
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the “ads” produced “a response 
from editors in publicity far be
yond anything we expected when 
we started the campaign.”

Don Hollenbeck, CBS radio com
mentator, obtained, a transcript of 
the meeting, and was first to air 
the boast. Shortly thereafter, Labor 
Press Associates sent out the story. 
It was played up in west coast 
labor papers and all over the 
country.

As the charges gained circula
tion, the California publishers fin
ally came through with an angry 
denial and even demanded a Justice 
Dep’t investigation in an effort to 
clear their own skirts.

What gave the story national 
significance was the fact that the 
high-powered publicity firm of 
Whitaker & Baxter, now sparking 
the American Medical Association’s 
drive against federal health insur
ance, supervised the California ad
vertising drive.

Clem Whitaker, head of the firm, 
indignantly denied the imputation 
of “bribing” the California press 
and served a demand on the Colum
bia Broadcasting System that it 
retract the charge. When CBS re
fused, he announced his firm would 
buy no more radio time from that 
chain. In other words, CBS had to 
“toq the line” or it would be boy
cotted.

Peculiarly enough, Editor & 
Publisher, which reported Whitak
er’s row with CBS revealed at the 
same time that Whitaker himself, 
in a speech before a Nat’l Medical 
Public Relations Conference at St. 
Louis, had also boasted how the 
paid “ads” planted in California 
papers had brought huge returns 
in the shape of free publicity and 
editorials against Warren’s health 
insurance proposal.

“In three months,” Whitaker 
bragged, “the number of (Cal
ifornia) n e w s p a p ers supporting 
medicine’s position jumped from 
80 or 90 to more than 200—and 
more than 2000 editorials and car
toons against compulsory health 
insurance were run in that 90-day 
period.”

It’s reported that Whitaker ex
pects the same “loyal response” 
from newspapers of the nation 
when the A.M.A. initiates an ad
vertising campaign against health 
insurance in the press generally.
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Senators Claim General Motors Would 
Kill Competitors If It Boosted Wages

By NATHAN ROBERTSON *-----------------------=----------------------
Washington (LPA)—A new alibi amonK them or other unfair prac

tices. The net results, so far as thefor the unprecedented profits big 
business is enjoying has come from 
Senator Ralph E. Flanders (R, 
Vt.), as the result of his Senate in
vestigation last year into the pro
fit situation.

In an article written for Nation’s 
Business, Flanders inferentially ad
mits that General Motors’ profits 
are too high but naively defends 
them on the ground that if GM cut 
prices, or raised wages, to curtail 
its profits, it would drive its com
petitors out of business and thus 
become more of a monopoly.

Admitting that GM could cut 
prices and “still enjoy a profit 
range which would not be unsatis
factory,” Flanders asks why it 
should not do so. Answering the 
question, he says:

“I do not read the mind of man
agement but I can imagine that 
they have, as I would in their place, 
some concern about being too suc
cessful. Should they lower their 
prices to a point where competing 
car builders, not meeting the 
prices, found it impossible to oper
ate profitably, they would go down 
and GM would go up. The fact that 
for more than ten years the corp
oration has kept its share of the 
total production at around 40% 
would seem to indicate that man
agement does not think it wise 
from a public relations standpoint 
to grow very much larger relative
ly to the rest of the industry even 
though it might be entirely pos
sible to do so.

“Another social service the corp
oration might perform would be to 
raise wages. Well, why not raise 
wages? It could probably pay high
er wages than its competitors and 
still remain in a desirable profit 
position. But again the subject of 
relative size comes into the pic
ture. Should GM raise wages, there 
would be every expectation that 
the unions would insist on the 
same wage scale being carried 
through to the independent com
panies, which would have a lower 
margin of profit to cushion the im
pact. They would thus be forced to 
raise prices, which again would 
handicap the independents, tending 
to make them smaller while the 
corporation grew larger.”

Flanders’ explanation of the sit
uation gives us a new picture of 
the dul’onts, who control GM. We 
had always thought, in the light of 
their record in duPont as well as 
in GM, that the duPonts were rath
er fond of profits, for the sake of 
taking in the money. It’s nice to 
realize, at last, that they aren’t 
really monopolistic money grab
bers, that they really would like to 
raise wages or cut prices, but that 
the situation has got out of their 
hands—they are just too success
ful to be able to control their pro
fits without hurting the little fel
lows.

Of course thifc doesn’t quite jibe, 
with the story of their monopolistic 
maneuvers with German cartels be
fore the war, which was developed 
in the Senate investigations 1 cov
ered. And it doesn’t quite jibe with 
the story of their, profits during 
the first world war, which I also 
covered. As 1 recall it now, they 
refused to build or manage an 
ammunition plant the government 
badly needed until they wen* given 
a contract which the government 
considered extortionate. But may- 
l>e they’ve reformed and maybe 
Flanders is right.

Seriously, though, despite this 
almost unbelievable charity toward 
big business, Flanders’ article, ad
dressed to businessmen, had some 
good points. He noted the figures 
showing the alarming growth of 
big business and the dangerous 
merger movement since the war. 
He also, as an experienced busi
nessman himself, noted the possi
bility that where an industry is 
controlled by three or four big com
panies there is always danger of 
an unhealthy “live and let live” at
titude, in place of competition.

“When one, two, or any small 
number of producers dominate the 
market for a given product”, there 
is always the possibility that an 
unhealthy situation may develop 
even though there is no collusion

public and the industry itself, of a 
‘live and let live” situation, might 
be the same as the results of an 
Unlawful combination or agree
ment”.

As an example, Flanders’ told 
the story of how his own machine 
tool company had produced a ma
chine and a process which cut the 
cost of production of parts for big 
manufacturers. The machine and 
the process were sold to a small 
company making parts for a big 
company, which expected to get 
some reward for its initiative in 
putting this new device into opera
tion. Instead, Flanders said, the 
big company insisted on a cut in 
prices to which the little company 
had to agree.

Conceding that the trend toward 
monopolistic size, carried to its 
logical conclusion, would lead 
either to regulated monopoly or 
government control, and that such 
“political repercussions cannot be 
avoided” because “vast economic 
empires, so closely tied into the 
lives of the citizens of the country, 
will be a perpetual incitement to 
government control of some sort,” 
Flanders offered a suggestion.

He proposed that big business, in 
its own interest, recognize the sit
uation and voluntarily break itself 
up into smaller units before the 
government has to take action. 
Pleading with the managers of big 
business to consider his proposal, 
Flanders said: “Might not volun
tary separation into smaller com
panies be worth considering? Cer
tainly it is preferable to compul
sory separation which may be the 
alternative.”

Flanders has a good idea here. 
But I’m afraid it won’t get very 
far. From all I can find out big 
business has been doing everything 
it could to get even bigger. It has 
been using much of its swollen 
profits to buy out the little com
panies. Maybe, Senator, the answer 
is that the corporations are just 
doing this to increase efficiency of 
small business. If we’ll just be pat
ient and let these public spirited 
business executives handle the situ
ation we will soon have one great 
big company that is the most effi
cient in the world—just like Hit
ler’s.

States To Probe 
Wining And Dining 
Of Legislators

Washington (LPA) — Lobbying 
is reaching Frankenstein propor
tions not only in the nation’s capi
tal, but before state legislatures 
as well, according to reports re
ceived here.

Boston, Mass., and Madison, 
Wis., are the latest centers of 
blasts against the lobbying evil.

The Massachusetts State Feder
ation of Labor charged that “pow
erful lobbies are spending a tre
mendous amount of effort and 
money to defeat liberal and labor 
legislation.”

“The insurance companies, the 
notorious Associated Industries of 
Massachusetts, the power and util
ity companies, and many others are 
bombarding senators and represen
tatives with hundreds of letters, 
telephone calls and personal visits 
to scuttle improvements in legisla
tion,” the Federation declared.

In Madison, District Attorney 
Robert Arthur launched an investi
gation of lobbying practices after 
receiving chargt*s that lobbyists are 
violating state laws and going to 
extravagant lengths in wining and 
dining legislators.

William T. Evjue, militant editor 
of the Madison Capital Times, hail
ed the investigation. “It is high 
time,” he said, “that something 
were done because the lobbyists 
are becoming more arrogant and 
daring at each session.”

Children are like golf. It takes 
time and patience to master them.

OBITUARIES

FRED A. SMITH
Fred A. Smith, retired potter, 

died May 27 in City Hospital, fol
lowing a several months’ illness.

Mr. Smith was born in East 
Liverpool and spent his lifetime 
here. He was the boss packer for 
the Hall China Co., where he was 
employed for 25 years, retiring a 
few years ago because of poor 
health.

He was active in affairs of the 
Calvary Methodist Church and 
served as a Sunday School officer 
and on the official board fof many 
years. He was a member of the 
Wesleyan Bible Class. He formerly 
lived on McKinnon Ave., but re
cently resided with his nephew, 
Edwin S. Smith, 617 Minerva St.

His only survivor is a brother, 
Sidney W. Smith of East Liverpool.

Services were held from the 
First Methodist Church by Rev. 
J. Cecil Cottrill, pastor, and Rev. 
J. F. Dimit of Alliance, former 
pastor. Burial was in Riverview 
Cemetery.

MARTIN SUPPERS
Martin Suppers, 76, honorary 

member of the National Brother
hood of Operative Potters, died 
suddenly May 26 in his room at the 
Y.M.C.A. dormitory.
. Mr. Suppers, who had been in 
poor health for the past year, was 
attended by a doctor the day pre
vious to his death, He died as a 
caretaker brought his lunch to his 
room. Death apparently was due to 
a heart attack.

Born in Trenton, N. J., Oct. 8, 
1872, Mr. Suppers worked at the 
pottery trade for more than 50 
years. He came to East Liverpool 
in 1922 when he secured a room 
in the Y. M. C. A. He was employ
ed last by the Homer Laughlin 
China Co. as a caster. He retired a 
year ago.

The body was shipped to Trenton 
for,jtyirial.

AFL Ready To 
Back Lausche 
Against Taft

Cleveland (LPA) — Winding up 
its Cleveland meeting last week 
the AFL executive council promis
ed Sem Robert A. Taft (R, Ohio) 
the hardest fight of his career 
when he comes up for reelection 
next year.

CO-OPS HELP STRIKERS

Both President William Green 
and Cleveland Federation of Labor 
President John Bums tempted 
Mayor Thomas A. Burke of Cleve
land to enter the race against Taft, 
but Burke said he’s not a candi
date.

Joseph Keenan, chairman of 
LLPE—the AFL’s political arm— 
then declared that “when the chips 
are down” the AFL will support 
Gov. Frank Lausche (D.) against 
the <jaddy of the Taft-Hartley law.

“Everybody I’ve talked to, in
cluding' AFL leaders and Ohio lib
erals, feels Lausche is the strong
est candidate against Taft.” Kee- 
nan said.

“Anybody who underrates Taft 
is crazy,” Keenan warned. “Taft 
has a lot of ability. He’s h tough 
candidate and a tough campaign
er.”

Keenan recalled that Lausche 
has had some run-ins with organiz
ed labor during his political career, 
but* said the AFL was willing to 
overlook these if Lausche makes 
a pro-labor race against the Sen
ate Republican leader.

President Green invited all gen
uinely liberal groups, particularly 
Americans for Democratic Action, 
to join with the AFL for an early 
sta^t >n the fight against Taft.

Detroit (LPA) — Members of 
United Auto Workers, on strike at 
Ford Motor Company, can buy 
their basic food needs at cost from 
the Motor City Co-op. Besides this 
special program, which saves 7 to 
12% "over comparable chain store 
item, the co-ops are serving the 
union soup kitchens which are 
thereby assured of no profiteering 
or price gouging. * *,•

ACWA ATTACKS 
LUCAS RETREAT

New York (LPA)—Advance, 
the official paper of the Amal
gamated Clothing Workers of 
America in an editorial ap
pearing this week, sums up the 
reaction of most unionists to 
Democratic Senate Floor Lead
er Scott Lucas’ retreat from 
the Fair Deal program.

Challenging Lucas’ conten
tion that the Congress is mov
ing along “and making better 
than average progress,” Ad
vance notes its failure to take 
any real action on minimum 
wages, health insurance, hous
ing, civil rights, and tax re
form legislation.

“With so much important 
legislation still on the calendar 
there is no reason for Con
gress to adjourn on July 31. 
If the Fair Deal program is 
not put into law by that time, 
Congress, by all standards of 
decency, must stay in session 
until the legislation is passed,” 
ACWA believes.

The President, on the other hand, 
declared that he had not agreed to 
the shelving of other items in his 
program—like minimum wage law 
improvement, social security exten
sion and tax reform. Furthermore, 
he said that Congress should stay 
on the job thru August to finish its 
work. He stressed the importance 
of passing a new tax bill.

Besides saying that the Senate 
will act on the three “must” bills, 
Lucas had stated earlier in the 
week that there is some chance of 
pushing thru a flat increase in the 
minimum wage, but no hope for ex
tending minimum wage law cover
age. ’ ‘

Another bill which Lucas pre
dicted would be passed is a mea
sure curbing the power of the Fed
eral Trade Commission to prose
cute businesses using the basing 
point price system.

At least one tangible result from 
labor’s- protest against L u c a s’ 
statement was recorded last week 
the Senate Ifeader declared that 
Taft-Hartley repeal would be given 
priority over North Atlantic pact 
ratification.

Buckmaster Out 
As Rubber Head

Philadelphia (LPA) — Neither 
employers nor Communists will 
reap any advantage from the 
change in leadership |n the United 
Rubber Workers, H. R. Lloyd, new 
president of the union, declared 
last week.

Lloyd, until last week a URW 
vice president, assumed the top 
spot in the organization when the 
executive board, by a seven to five 
vote, removed L. S. Buckmaster 
from the presidency.

Buckmaster announced that he 
will appeal the executive board’s 
action to the URW convention in 
September, and Lloyd has assured 
him complete protection of his 
rights.

Charges against Buckmaster 
were pressed by Robert Garber, 
president of Local 336 in Potts
town, Pa. Garber alleged that 
Buckmaster attempted to deprive 
the local of its autonomy.

At the URW convention last year 
Buckmaster won reelection by a 
two vote margin over George Bass, 
president of the big Goodrich local 
in Akron, Ohio.

F. M. Dickenson, southern direct
or of the 180,000-member union 
was selected to fill the vice-presi
dency left vacant by Lloyd’s pro
motion.

While the majority of the board 
called Buckmaster guilty of “mal
feasance in office,” the discharged 
president replied that his ouster 
“was based entirely upon political 
motives.”

Lloyd said that he regretted the 
action was necessary. He pledged 
a vigorous fight for the union’s 52c 
wage increase and pension pro
gram. ,

Breakfast Cheer coffee served 
free at Potters Picnic, ■■

Senate Leader 
Scott Lucas, 
In Dog House

Washington (LPA) — Senate 
Democratic Floor Leader Scott 
Lucas (Ill.) was in the dog house 
last week.

Not only have unions and liberal 
organizations like Americans for 
Democratic Action attacked his de
featist statement that only three 
more major bills can receive Sen
ate approval this session, but Pres
ident Truman himself has repudi
ated Lucas’ interpretation of the 
White House position.

In addition to saying that only 
Taft-Hartley repeal, the North At
lantic Pact, and the reciprocal 
trade agreements bill will come 
before the Senate during the last 
two months of the session, Lucas, 
and Speaker of the House Sam 
Raybum, insisted that Congress 
must adjourn by July 31. Lucas 
implied that Truman agreed.

MEANY STATES LABOR 
IN POLITICS FOR KEEPS

Textile Workers 
Will Not Stand 
Any Wage Cuts

Washington (LPA)—What has*F 
happened in the 81st Congress 
serves to vindicate the judgement 
of the AFL in setting up its poli
tical arm on a permanent basis, 
said AFL Secretary-Treasurer 
George Meany last week.

Meany, who was principal speak
er at the New York Liberal Party’s 
fifth annual dinner, declared that 
the record of the 81st Congress is 
an indictment of both the Republi
can and Democratic parties, and 
proves that labor must increase its 
political activities.

President Truman, who the Lib
eral party endorsed in 1948, sent 
his grt*etings to the banquet as did 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., whose 
election to Congress oven a Tam
many candidate two weeks ago was 
the result of Liberal party work.

Liberal party Chairman A. A. 
Berle said that the party, which a 
number of AFL and CIO unions 
support, is going to continue to 
fight corrupt machine elements in 
the Democratic party, as well as 
Republican reaction. He pointed 
out that last year the New York 
City Democratic organization made 
little effort to secure President 
Truman’s reelection, being too con
cerned with its deals with the GOP 
in some districts and with the pro
Communist American Labor Party 
in others.

Meany too had some harsh words 
for machines like Tammany, and 
the long-dominant Republican or
ganization in Philadelphia. He said 
that the time when organized labor 
was willing to play ball with such 
outfits has passed.

This is a result, the AFL leader 
declared, of labor’s increasing 
awareness of the importance of 
politics. It began, he said, during 
the New Deal. But after President 
Roosevelt’s death there was a let
down on labor’s part, which result
ed in the election of the Taft-Hart
ley 80th Congress. With the pass
age of T-H, Meany continued “the 
real awakening came and all realiz
ed that there can be no future pro
gress by labor unless it became an 
active and dynamic political force.”

“How far will labor go down the 
road of political action,” Meany 
asked.

“As of now,” he said, “I do not 
think that the general membership 
of the AFL is thinking in terms of 
a national political party sponsored 
by the AFL. But I am convinced 
beyond question that labor will go 
as far down this road as time and 
events prove it necessary for us to 
go to carry out our basic purpose 
of raising, maintaining and pro
tecting the standards of life of the 
workers of this nation.”

Citing a recent Chamber of Com
merce statement damning all pro
labor legislation, Meany asserted:

“We will not stay at dead center. 
We either move in the direction in
dicated by the Chamber of Com
merce or we move forward to a 
better day for America’s little 
people under the program of labor.

Atlanta (LPA)—Textile Work
ers Union will not seek general 
wage raises this year but it will 
not accept any wage cuts, union' 
president Emil Rieve announced 
after a TWUA executive council 
meeting here.

“There will be no wage reduc
tions in the textile industry if we 
can help it,” Rieve declared. “If 
that means-strike, then it means 
strike.” •

Shortly thereafter in New York, 
a possible strike against four car
pet mills for a 15c raise and other 
benefits was postponed from May 
31 until June 5 when the rug com
panies agreed to extend their con
tracts until that date. The carpet 
manufacturers have offered to re
new their present agreements for 
one year.

Other actions of the union’s ex
ecutive council meeting included a 
call upon Congress to enact the 
fair deal program and not adjourn 
until the job is finished. TWUA 
urged members to write to their 
congressmen. The council also went 
on record for extension of recipro
cal trade agreements and urged in
vestigation of economic policies in 
Japan.
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