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July when he was stricken 
a ruptured appendix, then 
generalized peritonitis. He 

in the hospital for a month,

political bosses because 
them to rise and gain

law introduced 
Neely (D, W.

Always ask for the Union Label, 
Shop Card, and Union Button. 
After a reasonable number of un
successful attempts, demand it!

UNION QUALITY—The Carp
enters’ union label was on this ex
hibit at AFL’s 1949 Union Indus
tries Show. The lovely lady giving 
her seal of approval to the fine 
union workmanship displayed is 
Mrs. Mary Lou Ranshardt of St. 
Louis.
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Musicians Give 
Free Concerts Earlier in the week the Russians 

rejected an offer by Ernst Reuter, 
mayor of western Berlin, to medi
ate the dispute. This rejection of 
Reuter, whom they trust, as arbi
trator, along with the Soviet refus
al to recognize their union further 
stiffened the attitude of the rail
road workers.

Maj. Gen. George P. Hayes, de
puty US military governor of Ger
many attacked the Soviet refusal 
to deal with the UGO and urged 
the Russians “to negotiate with the 
workers and come to a prompt 
agreement which will permit the 
railroads to resume operations.” 
US Berlin Commandant Brig. Gen. 
Frank Howley characterized the 
Russian-sponsored strikebreaking 
attempts “contrary to civilized 
usage.”

Meanwhile, the strikers have 
been unloading perishable goods 
on trains tied up in west Berlin 
yards, but the Soviet authorities 
have refused UGO and allied re
quests to permit these goods to 
enter the city.

West Berlin’s population is again 
dependent upon the US and Bri
tish airlift, as it was during the 
year-long Soviet blockade of the 
city.

Many a young man will go forth 
with the idea that he wants to be 
behind a counter, whereas he 
should be surrounding himself with 
the tools of a trade and getting to 
know about unions.

There is something about higher 
education that seems to create an 
idea that the profes“~ns offer some 
kind of preferred fit-id of endeavor 
and that higher education is worth 
something only if it leads to pro
fessional life.

And that is a lot of hog wash.
It seems to me that the primary 

purpose of education is to fit one 
for living and there is a lot to liv
ing that has no concern with em
ployment or the place or kind of 
employment.

One of the important parts of 
the whole thing a’led living is in
formed and intulLgent participa
tion in the working of our society 
and our government.

Education should enrich life, re
gardless of occupation or vocation.

I wonder whether too much of 
youthful life is not focused on the 
idea of “making good” in a pro
fession, by which they mean mak
ing plenty of money.

Being a “good lawyer”, or a 
“good doctor”, or a “good engine
er”, should mean also being a good 
citizen in 
of living.

We get 
we allow 
power.

We get 
permit it.

We get 
because we permit them.

No part of our community, state 
and national life will be good un
less all of it is pretty good. And if 
each person centers his or her in
terest in only one phase of that 
life, such as the job, then the whole 
thing will be threatened sooner or 
later and it may collapse.

It’s grand to get out of school 
or college, perhaps, but not so 
grand if it leads only into a groove 
of life from which all the rest is 
excluded.

Seven Floors Of Quality Furniture And All Furnish
ings To Make A House A Comfortable Home.

white soldiers, provided the com
manding officer desired to do so 
and was able to have his orders 
carri»*d out. Jacobs described a 
Negro photographer on his paper, 
as well as many other areas of 
work and recreation, including a 
non-commissioned officers’ club, 
where white and Negro soldiers 
were side by side.

All the witnesses who testified 
agreed with the statements of 
Randolph and Reynolds, made at 
a press conference earlier on the 
day of the hearing, that the re
moval of segreation and discrimin
ation in the armed forces would be 
a tremendous “shot in the arm” not 
only to the morale of American 
Negroes but to millions of darker 
skinned people all over the world.

“Without removing this blot on 
our nation, we cannot expect to 
achieve the respect of the world 
and the darker races will more 
easily become tools of the evil doc
trines of communism,” said Ran
dolph and Grant. In addition, they 
pointed out the necessity of ex
tending non-discriminatory treat
ment of Negro GIs to those areas 
when the men were not on govern
ment property.

September Third through 
Tenth is all set for Union Label 
Week. Get out and strut your stuff 
or be classed among the tneek!

New York (LPA)—Local 802 
the American Federation of Music- 
ains-AFL had its own 50 piece 
band in New York’s Memorial Day 
parade. It was the first perform
ance in a new series of ICO benefit 
performances by President Richard 
McCann last week.

Most of the1 concerts will be 
given in veterans* and civilian hos
pitals in the Gotham area. Old 
peoples’ homes and State jails will 
get some of the free music too.

The bands will range in size all 
the way from full symphony orch
estras to small groups of strolling 
players.

The concerts will be paid for by 
the Recording and Transcription 
Fund, financed by the recording in
dustry and administered in coop
eration with AFM President James 
C. Petrillo.

It serves a dual purpose—pro
viding work for under-employed 
musicians and good quality 
music for the public.

All over the land schools, col
leges and universities are pouring 
their populations out into the world 
of work, wages and salaries.

For those who are going back to 
classes next fall the problem is 
one of temporary occupation, or 
maybe for temporary loafing. In 
any event, for those who do not 
have to earn their own way 
through school, it i-i/t so serious.

But for the “finalists” and for 
those whose own earnings pay their 
way, there will be many a problem 
this summer.

And there ■’"’’l be many a serious 
decision to n e.

Many schools .now have facilities 
for aptitude tests and these are of 
great value—if the showings of 
the tests or he led. I think it is 
not to be du.ied ...at new aptitudes 
can be developed, but the tests do 
show* lines of greatest aptitude, of 
natural tendencies and abilities. (

Secrecy Surrounds 
Violent Tin Mine 
Strike In Bolivia

Washington (LPA)—Appearing 
before a Senate Labor subcommit
tee last week United Mine Workers 
President John L. Lewis demand
ed passage this session of the fed
eral mines safety 
by Sen. Matthew 
Va.).

Existing federal 
have no enforcement clauses. All 
the federal men can do is investi
gate the mines and recommend ac
tion to mine owners and state auth
orities.

Lewis backed his moving plea 
for protection of miners lives with 
solid facts and figures.

His “record of horror” was based 
upon the death and injury in the 
past 19 years of 1,259,000 coal dig
gers.

During 1948, he said, quoting 
federal reports, 2184 mines were 
checked by the US inspectors. Of 
these 1934 were reexamined to find 
whether or not recommended safe
ty precautions had been taken. In 
51 % of these cases not a thing had 
been done. Only 34% of the haz
ards were eliminated, and half 
measures were taken in the other 
15%.

Lewis damned state mines auth
orities who had failed to follow' up 
on federal suggestions, and mine 
owners and their organizations 
which have been lobbying against 
the Neely bill which puts teeth in 
the federal law. These are men 
“with call used hearts—if they have 
any hearts,” he thundered.

Last year brought the coal in
dustry its greatest profits in his
tory Lewis declared, and disclosed 
that so far this year’s take has ex
ceded the 1948 figures by 25 to 
33%. It is “fat and able” to pro
vide safe working places, he point
ed out.

The mine workers’ leader re
minded the Senators that one of 
their own committees which inves
tigated the Centralia, Ill. mine dis
aster said:

“The first and most essential step 
(to curb mine fatalities) is the en
actment by Congress of legislation 
that will not only raise the stand
ard of safety but give the federal 
government the power it now lacks 
to enforce that standard.”

Extends best wishes to members of the National Brotherhood of Operative 
Potters and hopes to share the pleasure of its members to the convention this

Coal Miners’ Okie 
Urges Passage Of 
Mines Safety Bill

AP Newsmen To Vote 
For Bargaining Agent

New York (LPA)—The 1450 em
ployes of Associated Press, the 
nation’s biggest news-gathering 
agency, who are within the juris
diction of the American Newspaper 
Guild will vote June 15 and 17 on 
whether or not they want to be 
represented by A NG.
The Guild asked NLRB for the 

representation election after an in
tensive ten-w’eek organizing drive, 
spearheaded by a volunteer com
mittee of AP staffers all over the 
country, showed the strong senti
ment of AP employes for a union.

When the drive started, ANG 
was bargaining agent for employes ’ 
in 51 of AP’s 101 bureaus in key 
news centers. The Guild claims 
majorities or near-majorities of 
signed-up members in another 31 
bureaus as a result of the drive.

KstaHiahed 1880 Eaat Uver>ooi, Okfo
Convenient Terma

THAT’S
C. Judson, wished her “every success” after reading about her marriage 
to Prince Aly Khan. Reading the wedding story over his shoulder are 
(1 to r): Bobby Schwartz, Charlotte Walker, and Vera Gardner. Most 
sober of the labor editorials on the world-famous wedding was that of 
LABOR newspaper which pointed out that the fabulous bridegroom’; 
billions come from exploitation of the poverty-stricken people of India 
and other Asian countries.

Power Trust, AMA 
Lobbies Are 
Working Together

In the last national election only 
about 51 percent of the eligible 
voters went to the polls to help 
determine the kind of government 
we are to have.

And the percentage of college 
graduates who voted was lower 
than the percentage of non-grad- 
uates.

Somewhere education slipped a 
cog with those voters who had 
gone throu v college. You can “go 
through” c^..ege, it seems, getting 
the proper credits, but not getting 
much of true education.

If higher education developes 
understanding and broadens out
look, then it would seem true that 
the best educated should be the 
most avid in their determination to 
see that free government works at 
its best—that free people’may re
main free.

As our young people go about 
seeking jobs, something in their 
school background should keep tell
ing them that, important as jobs 
may be, the whole business of liv
ing is important and the whole 
participation is vital.

was 
ities 
port 
man 
valueless east marks. The strikers,
who’ve been drawing all their pay 
in east marks, demand that 100% 
of their wages be west marks.

Western allied authorities in 
Berlin are reported to have con
sidered plans for making up the 
40% difference to the workers if 
they had accepted the Russian com
promise. No assurance, however, 
had been given the strikers that 
this would be done.

Unions Call Health Insurance

Government Files 
Anti-Trust Suit 
Against Dealers

Cleveland (LPA)—In the face 
of statements by officials of the 
Nat’l Association of Homebuilders 
and others that costs of building 
houses are going to stay at their 
present high level for at least a 
year, the US Justice Dep’t last 
week stepped in.

It filed an anti-trust suit against 
14 building material dealers here, 
and Harry A. DuBroy, “an indivi
dual long active in Cleveland build
ing industry circles.”

The government charges DuByy 
prepared and circulated a price list 
which the 14 dealers agreed to 
maintain, covering hard building 
materials. These include almost 
every material used in home build
ing except lumber and millwork.

The suit, according to Attorney 
General Tom Clark, “should help 
to restore price competition in the 
retail sale of materials vital in the 
construction and repair of homes 
and apartment buildings.”

AFL SENDS FOOD TO 
BERLIN

New York (LPA) — Fully 
$5000 worth of CARE food 
packages are on their way to 
striking Berlin transport work
ers from the AFL, Vice Pres
ident Matthew Woll disclosed 
last week.

Woll, who is chairman of 
the AFL’s international labor 
relations committee, also wired 
leaders of the free trade 
unions in Berlin:

“Please convey Berlin strik
ing railroad workers our 
warmest solidarity. Their cour
ageous fight against Russian 
totalitarian oppressors and 
Moscow’s menial German 
stooges, the Communist scabs, 
is vital phase of international 
labor struggle for social jus
tice and human freedom.”

CROOK’S
“THE BEST PLACE TO BUT AFTER ALL”

Elderly Couple's 
Budget In City 
Is $1655 A Year

Washington (LPA)—It would 
take a pension of at least $138 a 
month to allow an elderly couple, 
in any of the 13 big cities studied 
by the Federal Security Agency, 
to live at the minimum standards 
“to insure health, decent living and 
normal participation in community 
life.”

That’s the conclusion of an FSA 
study which shows that it would 
take $1830 in the nation’s capital, 
$1780 in Chicago or Detroit, $1780 
in New York, and, $1710 in San 
Francisco. Average cost of the 
minimum budget in the 13 cities is 
$1655, compared with $1385 three 
years ago.

Meanwhile, old age pension pay? 
ments under the federal social sec
urity law remain the same as they 
were when the law was first en
acted more than 10 years ago, with 
some of the difference made up of 
public assistance payments.

Los Angeles Probe 
Uncovers Truths 
Of Arm/ Jimcrow

Los Angeles (LPA)—California 
veterans—Negroes and white, of
ficers and enlisted men—gave elo
quent testimony here last week on 
the evil of segregation in the arm
ed forces. They told their stories 
before a commission of inquiry 
sponsored by the national Commit
tee Against* Jim Crow in the Arm
ed Forces and Training, of which 
A. Philip Randolph and Grant Rey 
nolds are co-chairmen. Randolph is 
president of the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters-A FL and 
Reynolds is a New York State 
Commissioner of Correction.

The veteran’s testimony ranged 
in scope from fantastic but true 
histories of a Negro pl being 
court-martialed for writing to the 
Undersecretary of War in protest 
against segregation, to the whole
sale arrest of 61 Negro Air Force 
officers for attempting to enter an 
officers club at a Michigan airbase.

In all, more than 20 veterans 
testified before the commission, 
whose members included: Susan D. 
Adams, W. J. Bassett, Aubrey Blair 
and John Donovan, all of the Los 
Angeles Central Labor Council- 
AFL; Lorenso Bowdoin of the 
Nat’l Association for the Advance
ment of Colored People; Irwin De
Shetler, CIO regional director; 
John Despol of th<- CIO Steelwork
ers; William Knight, president of 
the California State Council, Lum
ber & Sawmill Workers, AFL; Dale 
Gardner, Los Angeles County Com
mittee on Human Relations; Rob
ert Gilbert, AFL counsel; Superior 
Court Judge Stanley Mosk; Albert 
T. Lunceford, secretary, Greater 
Los Angeles CIO Council; Floyd 
Covington, director, Los Angeles 
Urban League; Leonard Levy, 
Amalgamated Clothing Workers- 
CIO; Ernest Pascal, screenwritei 
and Louis Levy of the ILGWU- 
AFL.

Chairman of the commission Was 
Will Rogers, Jr. with Loren Miller 
and A. L. Wirin acting as counsel 
to the commission.

The story of being courtmartial- 
ed for writing the secretary of war 
was unfolded by William Black, 
now a student at the University of 
Southern California. Black wrote 
the secretary while hospitalized 
with a broken ankle at MacDill 
Field, Fla. A week later he was 
visited by his commanding officer 
and told he was to be court-mar
tialed.

“I was assigned a defense coun
sel,” said Black, “who I saw once 
for 20 minutes a few days before 
the court-martial. The next thing 
I knew I had been sentenced to a 
year in prison.”

Black was released from the 
Army prison four months later 
after pressure on the War Depart
ment had forced an investigation 
of his case.

Two former AAF lieutenants, 
Roger Terry and Marsden Thomp
son, told the commission of the 
months they spent being shifted 
from post to post before finally 
receiving any flying training at 
Tuskegee. After finally getting 
training they were sent to an all
Negro medium bomber outfit based 
at Selfridge Field, Michigan. At 
this base they were refused admitt
ance to the officer’s club and after 
protesting, the entire group was 
shifted to Godman Field, Kentucky. 
From Godman, the outfit was again 
shifted to Freeman Field, Indiana, 
where they were again refused ad
mittance to the club.

Terry and Thompson described 
to the commission how the 61 of
ficer were all arrested for entering 
the club and the subsequent drop
ping of charges against all but 
three of the officers who were 
court-martialed. Two of the men 
were acquitted and one found 
guilty.

Sole bright spot in the vets 
testimony came from Paul Jacobs, 
representative of the Oil Workers 
Union who told of successful ef
forts to break Jim Crow at an 
AAF installation in Indiana. Ac
cording to Jacobs, who edited a 
prize-winning newspaper it was 
possible to integrate Negro and

the dais by Sen. Robert A. Taft 
(R, Ohio), spokesmen for AFL and 
CIO last week presented their 

r views on the urgent need for a na
tional health insurance program 
before a Senate Labor Subcommit- 

1 tee-
CIO Secretary-treasurer James 

Carey and Nelson Cruikshank, dir
ector of social insurance activities 
for the AFL, testified. Both men 
supported the administration bill, 
S. 1679, which Cruikshank explain
ed “is based on the principle that 
people should pay their way in 
proportion to their means, in this 
case by small regular payments 
into the insurance fund, and should 
therefore have needed medical ser
vices as a right not as a govern
ment charity.”

Both union men attacked the 
Taft and Hill substitutes for the 

• health insurance program. Both 
bills, said Carey, “fail to meet the 
needs of the self-supporting maj
ority in the middle income group. 
Any measure that emphasizes help 
on a charity basis is a step back
ward. People should not be requir
ed to prove that their incomes are 
low or that they have no resources. 
It is bad enough to be poor with
out having to prove it, and with- 

i out having investigators snoop 
f A around to see that you have not 
-lied.”

The Hill and Taft bills, Cruik
shank pointed out, would require a 
person who wants to establish eli
gibility for help in paying medical 
bills or insurance premiums “to be 
Certified as needy after investiga
tion of his finances. This is repugn
ant to the American working peo
ple and will never be accepted by 
them as a substitute for health in
surance.”

Mrs. Anna Hilton of Camden, N. 
J., told the committee “what a ser
ious illness has done to my family 
—to its savings, to its living stand
ards, to its self-respect, and to its 
plans for the future.”

Her husband, August Hilton, 
worked for 10 years in the ship
yards for about $75 a week, until 
last 
with 
with 
was 
came home for a few days, went 
back to the hospital for another 
seven months, and has been in bed 
at home for the past two months. 

Jii*Whe .doctor says his condition is 
grave and the chances of recovery 
tore slim.”

The family was covered with 
Blue Cross hospital insurance, but 
this only covered the first month’s 

I hospitalization and nothing for 
I.MB medical expenses or medicines. 

The cost to date of the illness, Mrs.

WRITE, WIRE OR PHONE FOR RESERVATIONS

John Winters, Prop.

Rules Group 
Still Blocks 
Housing Bill

Washington (LPA)—The House 
Rules Committee last week kept its 
12-year precedent of never allow
ing a public housing bill to come 
to the floor of the House of Repre
sentatives. It may finally give in 
to public pressure this week.

For over two weeks, it has bottl
ed up the bill okayed by the House 
Banking Committee, which would 
finance building of 1,050,000 units 
of low rent housing by local public 
housing authorities, and would as
sist cities in planning slum clear
ance and redevelopment of blighted 
areas. A program of improving 
sub-standard rural homes 
included in the bill.

Several hundred leaders 
home-builders and real 
firms have been actively lobbying 
against the bill, following a meet
ing of the Nat’l Association of 
Homebuilders here.

Since it is clear that the mea
sure, already passed by the Senate, 
will also easily pass in the House, 
they are concentrating on the 
members of the Rules Committee, 
which is heavily loaded with south
erners and reactionary Republi
cans.

Mil H III frill 9 It Http
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Berlin Strikers 
Bar Compromise

New Ycrk (LPA)—Striking Ber
lin railway workers last week re
jected a. Russian-sponsored com
promise settlement of their wage 
demands by a 13.477 to 398 vote.

The rejected proposal was made 
by the Communist government of 
eastern Berlin not to the strikers’ 
union—tile UGO—but to the Com
munist-run FDGB, which has un
successfully attempted to break 
the strike. Refusal of the Russian- 
backed east German authorities to 
recognize the UGO is one of the 
main reasons for the overwhelm, 
ing rejection of the compromise.

Basis of the proposed settlement 
that the Soviet zone author- 
would pay 60% of the trans
workers’ wage in west Ger- 
marks, 40% in the almost

Washington (LPA)—More than 
100 miners have been killed and 
another 500 jailed in a Ft like at the 
Patino tin mines in Boh.ia. Thu^e 
are official figures of the Bolivian 
government, which also counts 50 
dead—other than miners.

Officially the strike is to de
mand that the government return 
exiled unicm leaders. Observers, 
however, report that working con
ditions at the mines were so 1 .1 
as to make an uprising certain. 1 »e 
Inter-American Labor Federation 
(CIT) had sent a representative to 
investigate acts of violence against 
the tin miners union. The investi
gator seems to have disappeared 
and Washington headquarters of 
CIT reports that no word at all has 
been received from its Bolivian of
fice.

Sympathy strikes have 
thruout Bolivian industry, i>r g 
up virtually to a general strike 
against the government. Last Jan- 
"~ry, CIT warned against “the 

Ligerous revival of the Nazi 
movement in Bolivia” and now the 
organization suspects the govem- 
. - nt of screening press reports on 
u.e story.

Papers thruout the United States 
have carried accounts of American 
engineers who were killed by the 
miners, : have given no back
ground information on conditio"- 
at the mines or union statemen*: 
concerning the strike. News stories 
report that the miners are using 
dyr nite sticks but give no des- 
crir..on of the equipment being 
used against them by Bolivian 
army troops.

Washington (LPA)—Thanks to 
Senator Harry P. Cain (R, Wash.), 
the darling of the real estate lobby, 
members of Congress now know 
that leaders of the power trust are 
trying to work out an alliance with 
the American Medical Ass’n.

Cain unwittingly let the cat out 
of the bag when he inserted in 
the appendix of the Congressional 
Record a speech that Robert Rich
ard Gros, the public relations chief 
of the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. 
and one of the bigwigs in the power 
industry, gave to the California 
Medical Ass’n at San Francisco.

Gros’ speech was along the line 
that “we’re all in the same boat 
together,” fighting against the 
devil of “big government,” and 
that the utilities and the medical 
organizations should join hands in 
the struggle.

The utilities, Gros said, will help 
the medicoes resist health insur
ance, if the doctors in turn colla
borate with the power corporations 
in battling against “the encroach
ment of government in business.”

“The fight of the utilities is your 
fight, just as your fight is now 
ours—and steel’s and the railroads 
and scores of other basic indus
tries,” Gros declared.

He raised the scare, too, that 
the government is engaged in a 
“socialistic encirclement” of the 
whole economy, and that after 
“socialized medicine” it may .take 
over life insurance, and then mer
chandising in all its branches. 
“There is no limit to the greed of 
bureaucracy,” he proclaimed.

Hilton told the Senators, has been 
$5278.90. Of this, Blue Cross paid 
$648.45, or about one-eighth. They 
used $1000 saving and “practically 
every cent of our family incomes.” 
They still owe $1692 to the hospi
tal, which they’re paying off at $5 
a week.

“Because of my personal and 
family experience,” she asserted, 
“I certainly hope this committee 
will give serious consideration to 
the passage of the national health 
insurance bill as recommended by 
President Truman. From my own 
experience, I know voluntary Blue 
Cross plans are utterly inadequate 
to do the job. And I am certainly 
opposed to any pauper’s test for 
receipt, of medical care. We should 
get it as a right—thru payroll 
taxes, for health insurance, just 
like old age social security.”

NICE OF HIM—Rita Hayworth’s first husband, Edward
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