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the First Church of the Nazarene. 
A military burial service was con
ducted nt Riverview Cemetery.
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When you ask the blessing don’t 
forget to include thanks for the 
Union Label.
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issued no statement 
to the AFL’s, but is 
have adopted approxi- 
same position, and is 
that employers whose

Washington (LPA)—The anti
public housing men on the House 
Rules Committee succeeded in bot
tling up the bill approved by the 
Banking Committee for another 
week, which probably means that 
it won’t reach the House floor un
til the end of June.

Last week’s delay resulted when 
Rep. Christian Herter (R, Mass.) 
asked the committee to delay ac
tion until the Budget Bureau could 
produce figures showing the possi
ble cost of the program, intended 
to finance building of 1,050,000 
units of low-rent housing and to 
aid cities in slum clearance and re
development plans.

House Banking Committee Chair
man Brent Spence (D, Ky.) final
ly filed last week his notice that, 
if .the Rules Committee continues 
to hold, up the measure, he will 
call it up on the House floor the 
last Monday in June. It already 
has passed the Senate, 57 to 13.

^Meanwhile, support continued to 
grow in the House for quick action 
on* a “middle Income” housing bill, 
intended to encourage genuine co
ops and mutual housing organiza
tions to build apartments and 
homes to meet the needs of the 
families earning $2500 to $4C00.

and perhaps several more. He said 
that any sound labor bill would 
have to be “bipartisan,” adding 
that the original Thomas-Lesinski 
bill “doesn’t have a prayer.”

Over on the House side of the 
Capitol Labor Committee members 
are struggling with the same ques
tions. In addition to the two prin
cipal approaches t(S the “national 
emergency strike” issue—injunc
tion and plant seizure—two other 
solutions are before the House 
committeemen,

One, introduced by Rep. Thomas 
Burke (D, Ohio), provides for a 
compulsory mediation period in 
vital disputes. The other, urged by 
Rep. Andrew Jacobs (D, Ind.), 
says that all contracts covering vir
tually an entire industry must con
tain a clause for operation of a 
fraction of the plants in the event 
of a strike.

Meanwhile, Sen. Robert A. Taft 
(R, Ohio) and his Dixiegop collea
gues on both sides of the Hill are 
sticking to their plans to introduce 
anti-union amendments that will 
“retain Taft-Hartley principles.”

that we will not use our 
interest to control your 
or news policy in any 
directly or indirectly.

San Francisco (LPA) — Harry 
Bridges, on trial before a federal 
grand jury on charges of perjury 
and fraud, was last week returned 
to his job as president of Int’l 
Longshoremen’s & Warehousemen’s 
Union by an overwhelming mem
bership referendum vote.

Attorney General Tom Clark and 
other Justice Department officials 
have accused Bridges of falsely 
denying he was a Communist when 
he applied for US citizenship. The 
Immigration Bureau has started 
proceedings to deport the Austra
lia n-bom longshore leader.

There have been two previous at
tempts to deport Bridges, once in 
1939 when an Immigration Bureau 
hearing finally cleared him and 
once in 1941 when the Justice De
partment entered the case. The 
1941 trial went all the way up to 
the Supreme Court where it was 
thrown out for lack of evidence. 
Attorney General Clark has 
brought new charges on what he 
claims is new evidence. Two other 
union officials, Henry Schmidt and 
J. W. Robertson, were indicted 
along with Bridges.

1LWU officials charge that the 
case was revived by order of the 
Truman administration because 
Bridges has been criticizing “the 
Administration’s failure to deliver 
on election promises.”

F. Joseph Donohue, who is hand
ling the Justice Department’s case, 
said that the issue is “whether the 
defendants violated federal sta
tutes. Neither their labor nor their 
poljtical affiliations are in anyway 
involved, nor were they consider
ed."

UPPER BRACKETS
Washington (LPA)—Top brass 

at General Motors Corp, received 
$46,207,444 in salaries and bonuses 
last year, the Securities & Ex
change Commission reports. Num
ber one was GM President Charles 
E. Wilson ($516,000). Runners up 
were Wilson’s little helpers: Albert 
Bradley (441,274) and Marvin E. 
Coyle ($440,999).

Washington (LPA)—A confused 
and divided Senate begins debate 
this week on the bill to repeal the 
notorious Taft-Hartley law.

Lust Friday a closed caucus of 
Democratic Senators failed to 
reach agreement on exactly what 
amendments to the Thomas-Lesin
ski bill—the measure A FL, CIO 
and President Truman have been 
supporting—will be necessary to 
secure its passage.

A hard core of Dixiecrats were 
unwilling to cooperate with their 
Democratic colleagues in trying to 
work out a bill substantially hon
oring the party’s campaign pledge 
to repeal the anti-union law. And 
the pro-labor Democrats were di
vided somewhat among themselves 
as to exactly what amendments 
they would support.

Sentiment has crystallized, how
ever, in support of five amend
ments to the Thomas-Lesinski bill. 
They would:

1. Require unions to file finan
cial statements with the federal 
government.

2. Guarantee free speech to both 
workers and employers.

3. Require both unions and em
ployers to bargain in good faith.

4. Insist upon filing of non-Com- 
munist affidavits by both union of
ficials and employers.

5. Provide for 90-day president
ial plant seizure orders if pegotia- 
tions broke down and a strike loom
ed which threatened the public 
health or safety.

The last of these is the most con
troversial. Several different ver
sions of it are being discussed by 
the Senators. One would provide 
for the President’s calling upon 
both sides of a dispute to continue 
negotiations for 90 days after the 
issuance of his 
seizure could be 
time during that 
versations broke 
run another 90 days.

Some Senators are willing to 
permit .the courts a free range in 
providing compensation to owners 
for government use of commande
ered plants. Others insist upon as
surances that no net profit will ac
crue to corporations while their 
facilities are in government hands.

The A FL has declared its will
ingness to accept the above amend
ments, save the stipulation that 
either party to a dispute must bar
gain on the others’ request. The 
A FL acceptance of the plant seiz
ure plan presumed a 30-day, not a 
90-day period.

CIO has 
comparable 
believed to 
inately the 
demanding 
plants have to bo seized make no 
profits during the period of gov
ernment operation.

The United Mine Workers, the 
Brotherhood of Railroad .Trainmen 
and the United Electrical Workers 
on the other hand, have all ann
ounced their opposition to any form 
of plant seizure, which, they claim, 
would often have the same effect 
as an injunction.

Most pro-union legislators, and 
the bulk of AFL and CIO legisla
tive representatives maintain that 
if plant seizure isn’t in the bill, 
continuation of the Taft Hartley 
injunctions is certain.

A printed version of these 
amendments is circulating under 
the names of several Democratic 
members of the Senate Labor Com
mittee, plus Republican liberals 
Wayne Morse (Ore.) and George 
Aiken (Vt.).

Morse was out of town at the 
end of last week. Aiken said that 
he’d support these amendments,
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GEORGK B. BURGESS
George B. Burgess, 65, of Se

bring, former East Liverpool pot
ter, died June 6 in Alliance City 
Hospital, where he was a patient 
for two weeks. He had been in poor 
health for several months.

Mr. Burgess was a widely known 
amateur football player when a 
youth, and was with the West End 
Rover for several years. He left 
here about 25 years ago to live in 
Sebring. He was a turner and was 
employed by the Limoges Chinn 
Co.

He was an active member of the 
Sebring Methodist Church and an 
officer in the Sunday School for 
several years. He was affiliated 
with Local Union 44, National Bro
therhood of Operative Potters.

Mr. Burgess leaves his widow, 
Mrs. Nora Burgess; three sons, 
George Burgess and Donald Bur
gess of Sebring, and Wayne Bur
gess in Michigan; a brother, John 
Burgess of Sebring, and three 
grandchildren. He was a brother of 
the late Samuel B. Burgess pres
ident atid a member of the East 
Liverpool City Council for several 
terms.

AFL In Georgia 
Pledges Fight On 
Taft-Hartleyites

. WILLIAM A. ROBERTS
William A. Roberta, 65, Alliance 

potter, died June 8 irt the Molly 
Stark Sanatorium, near Canton, 
following a two-year illness.

Mr. Roberts, a caster, was born 
in Wellsville. He was a member of 
Local Union No. 4, National Bro
therhood of Operative Potters. He 
lived in Alliance for the past 33 
years.

He leaves three daughters, Mrs. 
Emma Jane Dempsey and Mrs. 
Alvirda Irene Hermanek, both of 
Alliance, and Mrs. Mildred Faye 
Kinnard of near Minerva; a bro
ther, James W. Roberts of Aliance, 
and four grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. ‘ ,

1 MRS. ROY EASTMAN

Mrs. Thelma McCoy Eastman, 
wife of Roy Eastman of the Wells
ville-Irondale Road, died May 27 
in City Hospital following a two 
week illness of a complication 
diseases. She was 48.

Mrs. Eastman was a member 
Local 24, National Brotherhood 
Operative Potters.

She leaves a son, Robert G. Mc
Cullough of East Liverpool, a bro
ther, Byron Cain of Wellsville, 
seven sisters, Edith Cain of Wells
ville, Mrs. Olive Kerr of Columbus, 
Mrs. Hazel Glass and Mrs. Bertha 
Da^ of East Palestin, Mrs. Marg
uerite Pittenger of Cleveland, Mrs. 
Helen Me Nicol of Chester, and 
Mrs. Vem Feustal of East Liver
pool, and a grandchild.

Justice Dep’t 
Seeks To Deport 
Longshore Chief

8»---------------------------—------ ----------
venture into politics, the union has 
elected a number of its members to 
the county and city Democratic 
committees and has put one of its 
own men on the Danville City 
Council.

In the 1948 presidential election, 
while machine politicians sat on 
their hands, or openly supported 
either Republican Tom Dewey or 
Dixiecrat Strom Thurmond, TWUA 
members worked hard for Pres
ident Truman, and carried the city 
and county for him.

Now, two years after its defeat, 
the union is again running its own 
man for the Virginia State Assem
bly, and has a good chance of win
ning. Most of the 700 new voters 
registered since he lost by 600 
votes in 1947 are members of 
TWUA families.

Danville citizens generally are 
beginning to recognize that a 
strong union is an asset to the com
munity. Open antagonism and sus
picion have been replaced not only 
by tolerance, but in many cases by 
active approval.

Community chest drives, pre
viously a flop in Danville, are suc
cessful with TWUA cooperation. 
Higher wages have brought mill
ions of dollars into the cash regis
ters of local merchants.

Today TWUA is represented to 
the boards of the Community 
Chest, the Red Cross, the Danville 
Social Service Bureau, and a num
ber of other civic organizations. 
It’s a recognized fact that a com
munity venture in Danville needs 
TWUA help to succeed. Community 
leaders have learned to respect the 
textile workers and their union.

BART C. SEEVERS
Bart C. Seevers, 616 St. Cliar 

Ave., World War 1 veteran, died 
May 6 in the Deshon Military Hos
pital at Butler, Pa., following a 
six-month illness. He was 62.

Mr. Seevers lived in East Liv
erpool since he was a year old, and 
was born in St. Marys, W. Va. He 
was a jiggermnn ami was employ
ed by the Hall China Co.

He was a member of Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 66, Military 
Order of the Cootie Tent 12 and 
Local Union No. 12, National Bro
therhood of Operative Potters.

He leaves three brothers, D. D. 
Seevers of Canton, Rev. 0. C. See
vers of Junction City, Ky., and 
Arthur Seevers of East Liverpool; 
three sisters, Mrs. O. F. Ring of 
Lake Wales, Fla., Mrs. James Lar- 
combe and Mrs. Minnie Highfield 
of East Liverpool, and several 
nieces and nephews. His wife, Mrs. 
Frances Seevers, died last Dec. 28.

Rites were held in the Martin 
Funeral Home by Rev. O. L. Bene- 
duin, Akron district superintendent, 
and Rev. C. L. Rodda, pastor of
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“It is with a great sense of re
lief that I accept your offer 
through which I will be able to 
continue to maintain my news
paper. The deadly effect of a series 
of actions in Illinois which threaten 
free speech and press, as a whole 
require a national reaffirmation to 
the principles of constitutional 
government and 
people in order 
may prevail.

“To me your 
might well be termed a declaration 
of “Emancipation” of all the rural 
press of America from the dan
gers of oppression by a few people. 
Allow me to say that the great 
majority of the people and the bus
iness of Flora are with us with 
their moral support. Thank you 
and your Brotherhood from the 
depths of my heart.”
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[ MILDRED PIERCE'DOES IT AGAIN.. • and everybody fells!

Macon, Ga. (LPA)—That organ
ized labor in the Peach State is up 
in arms over the anti-labor record 
of Georgia’s contingent in Con
gress was demonstrated at the 
51st annual convention of the 
Georgia Federation of Labor, held 
here.

Out of the state’s 10 members 
in the House of Representatives, 
only one, Henderson Lanham, vot
ed right on the issue of Taft-Hart
ley repeal. AH others joined a coal
ition with Republicans to put over 
the “Wood bill,” a revised version 
of the Taft-Hartley act, with a 
Southern accent.

Charles B. Gramling, retiring 
president of the Federation, urged 
that plans be laid now to get all 
workers registered so that an all- 
out effort may be made in 1950 to 
defeat as many of Georgia’s Taft- 
Hartleyites as possible. The con
vention decided unanimously to 
make that its No. 1 objective. ■ 

the same time, a resolution 
was adopted denouncing reaction
ary Southern Democrats “for join
ing^ forces with identical elements 
of the Republican party in order 
to preclude the fulfilment of cam
paign promises which the major
ity of our people had by their 
votes approved.”

Gramling, who is also an inter
national vice president of the Op
erating Engineers, was elected 
president emeritus of the Federa
tion. J. B. Pate, head of the Macon 
Federation of Trades, was chosen 
to •ueceed him as president. Henry 
W.gChandler was re-elected secre
tary-treasurer.

Virginia is cuFsed with a poll 
tax, a complicated registration pro- 
cedure and the reactionary state 

£ political machine presided over by 
Sen. Harry F. Byrd. But real pro
gress has been made in qualifying 
union members and their families 
to vote, mid the union has become 
an important political force.

Two years ago a TWUA member 
came within GOO votes of beating 
the machine’s candidate for the 
state legislature. Since that initial

Divided Senate Begins 
Taft-Hartley Debate

Thfongs Attend Union Industries Show
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Paper, Target
Washington (LPA) — One of 

America’s largest unions, the Int’l 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers- 
AFL, came to the rescue this week 
of a small-town publisher facing 
destruction of his paper.

The help was extended to Charles 
A. Crowder, publisher of the Flora 
(Ill.) Sentinel, a bi-weekly, which 
had been the target of a wrecking 
plot by a clique of business men in 
that town of 6000 population.

Secretly, the business men 
bought up notes and mortgages on 
Crowder’s property, instituted fore
closure proceedings and got a 
judgment. Then they tried to seize 
the paper’s presses and silence the 
publication, because it refused to 
abandon its policy of giving organ
ized labor a fair-break in its news 
columns.

Specifically, they demanded that 
Crowder cease giving any space to 
the workers’ side in a strike of an 
IBEW local for recognition at the 
city’s utility plant. When Crowder 
refused, they pushed the scheme to 
close the paper, but Crowder won 
a stay in court against enforcement 
of the judgement—a stay that was 
to expire in a fortnight.

Local unions tried to raise the 
$12,500 needed by Crowder to clean 
up the notes and mortgage, but 
that much money wasn’t to be had 
among organized workers in so 
small a town. The IBEW then 
swung into the breach, extending 
a loan sufficient to clean up the 
debt and save the paper.

President Dan W. Tracy, in a 
wire to Crowder, made it clear 
there would be no strings attached. 
His telegram read:

> “We have observed with interest 
your great fight in Flora, for the 
maintenance of the principle of a 
free press. Under our system of 
free democratic government, free
dom of the press is a fundamental 
principle which must be fought for 
vigilantly and tirelessly by all true 
believers in our constitution.”

“Accordingly, we of the IBEW, 
in the exercise of our rights as 
American citizens, have arranged 
for a loan to be made to satisfy the 
notes which are secured by mort
gages on the real property and op
erating equipment of the news
paper.

“We have had business experts 
check the matter and have been ad
vised that this is a sound business 
transaction. In return for the loan 
you will be required to execute the 
legal documents to give full secur
ity for the loan.

“You may be assured that there 
are no strings attached to this of
fer and 
financial 
editorial 
manner, 
Labor seeks no special privilege. 
Truthful and undistorted couerajr^ 
of the news is all that we ask and 
are entitled to.”

The offer was accepted in the 
following wire from Crowder:
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Organization of a Textile Work
ers Union of America local by em
ployes of the Dan River Cotton 
Mills, in Danville, Va., seven years 
ago, has had a tremendous impact 
on the whole area.

The success which the hitherto 
underpaid textile workers had in 
raising their wages, and gaining a 
voice in working conditions, im
pressed other workers in Danville.

Soon after the victory at the 
Dan River Mills, 350 workers in 
the Danville Knitting Mills, a hos
iery company, joined TWUA. Man
agement stalled in contract nego
tiations, but a one day strike con
vinced the employer that the work
ers meant business. Today they 
enjoy the highest w'ages and best 
conditions to be found in the gen
erally unorganized seamless hos
iery industry. . t

7 Even the bus drivers in Danville 
" turned to TWUA. Altho their work 

bore little resemblance to textile 
operations, the TWUA was the 
only union in the area to which 
they could turn. An election was 
held and the drivers became mem
bers of the textile workers union.

„ The final organizing score for 
' TWUA in Danville is five success

ful local unions: Three in the cot
ton mills, one in the hosiery mill, 
and one of bus drivers. These locals 
have formed the Pittsylvania Coun
ty Joint Board, which today speaks 
for more than 12,500 workers in 

s the Danville area.
Early in its history the joint 

board called upon TWUA’s nation
al education department to set up 
classes to train the new unionists 

;; in trade union histcry, union func- 
? tions, and the administration of 

contracts. Many Danville .workers 
' have gone to TWUA summer insti- 

tutes which are held each year 
thruout the south.

A year and a half ago the joint 
board hired its own director of edu
cation and recreation. He helps 
with shop steward classes, the 
monthly newspaper, the union’s 
weekly radio program, regular free 
Saturday night dances, holiday 

y parties and picnics, and a host of 
other iictivitias.

In another month the joint board 
will be moving into its newly con
structed union center. It is expect
ed that educational and recreation
al activities will increase now that 
the union has 
of its own.

Early in its 
board learned 
active in politics. Working with a 
few small AFL and unaffiliated 

I** unions In Danville, TWUA helped 
form Labor’s Legislative League.

7 The League now acts for all organ- 
ized workers in the area.

Newsmen Receive 
$51,000 From Court 
As Investigators

Chicago (LPA)—New scandals 
involving newsmen keep cropping 
up. The latest is the disclosure by 
the Chicago Daily News that both 
the business manager and adver
tising director of the Waukegan 
(Ill.) News-Sun collected $51,420 
on the side as “investigators” for 
the Lake county court during the 
past seven years.

The men named are brother—F. 
Ward and William L. Just, sons of 
the papers’s publisher. They were 
paid the money to look into “in
heritance tax cases.” The Chicago 
“News” said that the $51,000 was 
part of “hundreds of thousands of 
dollars paid out in ’investigator’ 
fees during that period to Republi
can politicians and their relatives.” 
The investigators were supposed to 
check the securities and other as
sets left by wealthy persons, upon 
their death.

In defense of the fees they re
ceived, the two newspaper execu
tives declared they got the money 
not as newspapermen, but because 
“we have been close friends of 
former Attorney General George 
Barrett for more than 20 years.” 
The fees were set by the attorney 
general’s office and approved by 
the county court.

Demand the Union Label.
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Flamingo Road

Crowds like that above thronged the vast Public Auditorium in Cleveland to
presented by the 1949 version of the Union Industries Show, an annual event sponsored by the ArLs 
Union Label Trades Department to tell the public the story of successful
tions. The photo shows the main floor of the exhibit halt Similar scenes were the rule in a larger

basement area.
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