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Labor Calls On Consumers
To Aid Fight On Inflation
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lead in rallying housewives, church 
groups, farmers, small business 
men and their own ranks to fight 
rising living costs.

Throughout the week spokesmen 
for the unions held conversations 
with economic stabilization chief 
Eric Johnston, who also met with 
industry spokesmen. Discussions 
revolved around wage stabilization 
policy and the form of a reconsti
tuted Wage Stabilization Board. 
The original board’s three labor 
members pulled out Feb. 16 in pro
test against the 10-percetit-over- 
Jan. 15, 1950, wage policy approv
ed by the six industry and public 
members. Subsequently, Johnstqn, 
acting as his own board, relaxed 
the original order by permitting 
escalator clauses to provide raises 
exceeding 10 percent. But this re
laxation covered only two million 
workers, and left the wages of 58 
million frozen. Later he announced 
that factories not in operation on 
the freeze date could set wage 
scales consistent with the industry 
and the area. He also announced 
that “tandem” adjustments would 
be permitted—increases for work
ers in one section of an industry to 
match those obtained by another 
section before the freeze.

By the middle of the week, it 
was possible to outline the role 
that labor wanted in the defense 
program. Labor wanted a position 
“co-equal” to industry’s. Spelled 
out this meant at least one labor 
deputy in Wilson’s office whose 
duties would be something more 
than decorating the premises. In 
addition, labor wanted an enlarged 
Wage Stabilization Board with the 
practical if not the actual legal 
power to settle disputes. Labor also 
wanted some kind of an overall 
escalator provision which would 
permit unions to obtain increases 
when the cost of living rose. The 
stabilization board might be recon
stituted before the dispute with 
Wilson was settled, many thought.

Meanwhile, prices kept going up. 
And when price chief Mike DiSalle 
slapped a ceiling on raw cotton he 
stirred up a hornet’s' nest, even 
though the ceiling was 27 percent 
over parity. The hardfaced men of 
the Congressional cotton bloc didn’t 
like it.
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Washington (LPA)—As the first*^—- 
full week in March ended, organ
ized labor was relentlessly contin
uing its fight for effective price 
control, wage stabilization on a 
fair basis, and a full role; in de
fense mobilization.

One after the other top labor 
leaders appeared on the radio and 
television as the United Labor 
Policy Committee, representing 15 
million .members of the CIO, AFL, 
and non-operating Rail Brother
hoods, carried the fight to the Am
erican people. Labor’s immediate 
aim was to enroll the nation’s con
sumers inside and outside union 
ranks in an all-out drive against 
the high cost of living leading to 
Congressional action. Final target: 
equality of sacrifice by all seg
ments of the population.

On March 7, T. C. Carroll, pres
ident of the Brotherhood of Main
tenance of Way Employes-AFL, 
charged that the Defense Produc
tion Act of 1950 was a mockery 
because under it food prices, medi
cal costs and rents can’t be con
trolled. On March 8, AFL President 
William Green summarized labor’s 
whole complaint in ringing terms. 
Congress betrayed the public in
terest by adopting so weak a mea
sure as the Defense Production 
Act, Green said, chiding both the 
Administration and Congress for 
not seeking to improve it. Other 
leaders were to be heard in the 
days to follow.

Green spelled out the answers 
for government leaders who wond
ered why labor was “disturbed 
about the conduct "of the defense 
stabilization program.” High prices 
were the first answer, he said. 
Other answers were the lack of 
effective rent control, the freezing 
of wages while nothing else was 
frozen, inequitable tax distribution, 
the threat of “dangerous experi
ments” with civilian manpower, 
and the lack of labor representa
tion in anything but “window 
dressing” roles.

Main target of the labor attack 
continued to be Charles E. Wilson, 
I^aad of the Office of Defense Mo- 
bBization and for all practical pur
poses the Assistant President of 
the United States. It was Wilson’s 
Stubborn refusal to understand 
labor which led the United Labor 
Policy Committee to order labor
representatives to pull out of the
mobilization program.
i Emerging from a talk with
President Truman in Key West,

Wilson said neither he nor 
the President knew what “all the 
Shooting was about.” Earlier the 
Mine day he declared labor with
drew from the defense program 
bdcaue it “cannot control how man 
power is to be allocated—who will 
aferve in the armed forces and who 
will be engaged in numerous de
fense duties.” Said the United 
Labor Policy Committee; “Shock
ingly untrue.” Rut Wilson contin- 
ijefl! to talk in the tones he used 
wfien he was President of General 
Electric, the post he left in Dec
ember.
L^Ieanwhile, the United Labor 
Rilicy Committee announced that 
Mate and local labor officials from 
ail over the country would assem
ble in Washington March 20 an<ll| 
21. On the first day, the AFL, CIO 
Machinist and Brotherhood dele 
gates would meet separately, bu 
an the second day tfil the delegate: 
would assemble in a combine< 
meeting. About 7<M» were expected 
UtPC spokesmen said. After th< 
two-day conference, local and stati 
leaders were expected to take th<
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Labor Papers Are 
BarredFrom 
State Legislature

St. Paul (LPA)— The State Sen
ate rules committee has barred 
Minnesota’s labor papers from the 
state legislature. Specifically bar
red are CIO Minnesota Labor (cir
culation 46,000), Farmers Union 
Herald (48,000), Midland Coopera
tor (50,000). Others apparently af
fected include three AFL papers: 
Minneapolis Labor Review, Minne
sota Union Advwate, and St. Paul 
and Duluth Labor World.

Minneapolis dailies (all owned 
by Cowles) and St. Paul and Du
luth papers (all owned by Ridder) 
can have representatives on th<- 
floor of the legislature, labor paper 
representatives are barred even 
when they take notes in the visit
ors’ gallery.

R. S. Gilfillian, editor of Farm
ers Union Herald, has protested to 
Sen. Archie H. Miller, committee 
chairman, who ruled that only 
“regular newspapers” were entitled 
to representation.

Davis Douthit, editor of the Mid
land Cooperator, also protested. 
“Our readers have as much right to 
know at first hand what goes on 
at the state capitol as readers of 
any other newspaper. T question 
seriously whether Democracy is 
being served by a legislature which 
discriminates between one group of 
citizens and another."
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AFL-CIO CHAMPION—Ike Thornsbrough believes in labor unity. 
The CIO foundry worker fought under the colors of the AFL Danville 
Trades and Labor Council in Chicago’s annual Golden Gloves tourney. 
Ike, a 147-pounder, belongs to United Auto Workers Local 579 and is 
coached by policeman Fred Wright, member of Local 1237, American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal Employes.
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Bringing Sen. Murray Into 
Inquiry May Be Politics

vilification of the Democratic 
candidate. Bennett, an ex-president 
of the NAM, was helped by both 
the American Medical Association 
and minions of the racist rabble- 
rouser, Gerald L. K. Smith. The 
AMA has no love for Murray, a 
strong advocate of national health 
insurance.

Others thought that the big city 
banks and insurance companies 
were behind the investigation of

Washington (LPA)—Behind the4»- 
mink coats being unearthed in the 
investigation of the Reconstruc
tion Finance Corporation there was 
a good deal of politics, Washington 
observers agreed.

Some saw politics in the attempt 
by Sen. Wallace Bennett (R, Utah) 
to suggest that Sen. James E. Mur
ray (D, Mont.) was improperly in
volved in the procedure by which 
a loan was obtained for a million- 
dollar hotel in Miami Beach from
whose backers his son collected at
torney fees.

The facts as Bennett brought 
them out were that the Saxony 
Hotel, the Sorrento Hotel and the 
Maxwell Hotel Supply Co. received 
big loans recommended by an RFC 
examiner named Hilton Robertson. 
James E. Murray, Jr., a son of the 
Senator, was the hotel attdVntey, 
collected $21,000 for helping nego
tiate the loans. Meanwhile, Sen. 
Murray himself wrote a letter tp 
the RFC chairman, Harley Hise, 
suggesting that Sorrento project 
merited more generous treatment 
than the RFC was offering. Even
tually more generous terms were 
granted, after at least one discuss
ion in RFC headquarters at which 
Charles Murray, another son of the 
Senator and his administrative 
assistant, was present.

Quite so, said Sen. Murray, who 
is chairman of the Senate Labor 
committee, when he heard about 
the disclosure. “I want to state 
that 1 most certainly did intervene 
with the RFC to request review of 
a loan application which was rep
resented to me as presenting a per
fectly sound case and similar to 
others which the RFC has handled.”

“Every Senator and Congress
man is called upon to make recom
mendations to the board in cases 
which comply with the require
ments of the law. Where perfectly 
sound applications have been turn
ed down, they are frequently call
ed upon to ask for a review.”

Congressional mail is full of re
quests for “just that sort of inter
vention”, Murray continued, and to 
intervene is the “well-recognized 
duty” of members of Congress.

“As regards my son’s participa
tion in this matter,” the Senator 
declared, “I want to state unequi
vocally that I treated the ease just 
as 1 did any other case. He is a 
lawyer conducting proper and ethi
cal services for his clients. an<l 1 
see no reason why, because he is 
my son, I should treat him differ- 
cently than 1 would any other law
yer.

“When he called my attention 
to the problems he and his associ
ate were encountering in connec
tion with this matter and when in

the RFC being conducted by Sen. 
William Fulbright (D, Ark.). The 
big institutions, says the RFC gets 
business they should have. The 
RFC was founded at the end of the 
Hoover administration to bail out 
the banks, insurance companies and 
railroads. Congressmen have found 
it a handy tool for pleasing consti
tuents.

The mink coats are something 
else again.

A$k Pay Hike For 
Federal Workers

Washington (LPA) — Federal 
workers should get at least a 20 
percent pay increase, the Senate 
Post Office and Civil Service Com
mittee was told March 7. The plea 
came from Richard E. Shoemaker, 
speaking for the Government and 
Civic Employes Organizing Com
mittee.

Shoemaker said the majority of 
government workers do not get 
enough to provide even a minimum 
standard of living, by the yard
stick of the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tisitics. He noted that the BLS 
found that to maintain a “modest” 
level for a family of four, a work
er must ear $3833 in Otlanta, $3789 
in Los Angeles, $3779 in Pittsburgh 
and $3926 in Washington. He said 
these rates are slightly above the 
average salary of federal workers. 
The entrance rate for federal class
ified service is $1510, he pointed 
out, which is less than 73 cents 
an hour, whereas the Fair Labor 
Standards Act calls for 75 cents an 
hour.

He also urged that the govern
ment meet the standards of private 
industry, provide time and a half 
for all overtime and Saturday, and 
double time for Sunday and holi
day work. He asked that the pre
sent provision for taking compen
satory time off at the “option” of 
the employe be abolished. In prac
tice, he said, the employe, because 
of pressure from executives, has no 
"option."

vestigation convinced me that his 
facts were correct, I volunteered

NO MORE TELEVISION ADS 
WITH ’CHILD APPEAL’

to make exactly the same repre
sentations to the RFC that 1 have 
made iA many similar eases for 
other citizens.”

The Senator said he was “of 
course, indignant” that the hear
ing was conducted so as to leave 
the impression that “this particular 
loan was improper or unusual.” He 
added that he insisted that "in all 
fairness, the subcommittee should 
secure from the RFC and cause to 
be published a complete listing of 
all phone calls, interviews and 
letters bteween members of Con
gress and the agency since its in
ception.” The record would show, 
he pointed out, his action to be 
“routine.”

Observers with memories stretch
ing back six months recalled that 
,Seii. Bennett, who stirred up the 
Murray story, was elected last fall 
in a campaign in which vide ran 
Senate D«*modi|d Elbert Thomas 
was defeated in a contest which 
rivaled the Maryland campaign in

Washington (LPA)—The Feder
al Trade Commission has accepted 
written promises from 22 makers 
of television sets and their adver
tising agency that they will not 
use “child appeal” ads.

Said the FTC: “We commend 
the manufacturers for promptly 
stopping the advertisement and 
for their assurance that it will not 
he resumed, and we expect that 
those who participated in the cam
paign will not again engage in ad
vertising practices which are an 
affront to the public.”

The first advertisement, appear 
ing nationally brought an imme
diate roar of protest from the pub
lic. The ad implied a child would 
be handicapped, his morale would 
suffer and he would be humiliated 
unless there was a TV set in his 
home.

Ask for Union Labeled merchau 
’iae.

Information On I 
Social Security

WHAT MR. & MRS. SHOULD 
KNOW ABOUT SOCIAL 

SECURITY

(Second of three articles) 
By SIDNEY MARGO LI US 

For Labor Press Association
As pointed out in the first article 

in this series, wage-earners some
times fail to take full advantage 
of old-age pension rights.

I • Tragically, the surviving families 
of deceased wage-earners some
times also fail to get their right
ful payments. Actually, each year 
almost a million Social Security 
pensions go unclaimed, and many 
time? it’s the woman of the family 
who doesn’t act soon enough to 
secure for herself and children her 
Aill benefits.
[|Many people still don’t realize 
that Social Security provides not 
only old-age pensions but insurance 
payments for the family in case 
the husband dies. One labor press 
editor, (Gordon Cole, of The Ma
chinist), estimates these insurance 
payments are worth $20,000 of pri
vate insurance—a heck of a lot 
more than most wage-earners can 
afford to carry privately.
I How to Figure Your Benefits
‘ All payments are based on the 

wage-earner’s “primary benefit”— 
what he himself would get each 
month upon retirement at 65 or 
thereafter. The worker’s own mon
thly old-age benefit would be 50 
per cent of the first $100 of his 
average monthly pay after 1950 
plus 15 percent of the balance up 
to $200. (Only wages up to $3600 
a year are counted.) Say a man 
averaged $250 a month in covered 
employment after 1950. On retire
ment he himself would get $72.50 a 
month. When his wife reached 65, 
she can get a pension equal to half 
his; in this case, $36.25. If the hus
band dies before the wife, her pen
sion is increased to three-fourths 
the amount he got. If the wife has 
dependent children in her care 
when the husband retires, she and 
her children both get pensions even 
if shells not yet 65. (These stop, 
when the last child reaches 18, and 
the wife’s pension resumes at 65.)

If a covered worker dies, the 
family also gets benefits, even if 
he had not reached 65. If the widow 
has dependent children under 18, 
she gets a monthly pension of 
th tee-fourths of her husband’s pri- 
jhaty benefit (until the last child 
reaches 18 or is no longer depend
ent.) In addition, the oldest child 
sgets three-fourths of the primary 
benefit and each additional child 
one-half. Thb total the family could 
receive is limited to $150 a month, 
or 80 per cent of the worker’s aver
age wage (with a minimum of $40) 
whichever is less.

In the case of our example of a 
man who averaged $250 a month 
in covered employment, and died 
leaving two dependent children, the 
family would get $145 a month.

If the widow remarries she loses 
her pension but those of her de
pendent children by the deceased 
wage-earner continue.

As pointed out in the first 
article, anyone drawing Social Se
curity payments loses them if he or 
she earns more than $50 in jobs or 
self-employment covered by Social 
Security. But note this: each mem
ber of a family drawing survivors’ 
payments may earn up to $50 a 
month, or $600 a year in self-em
ployment. The family may also 
h$ve any amount of income from 
rental of property, private insur
ance policies, personal savings, etc. 
Also, even though the widow 
loses her pension by earning more 
than the limit, the kids continue to 
get theirs. And if the widow loses 
her job, she can re-apply for her 
pension and collect it even between 
jobs, or even while drawing unem
ployment compensation, just as 
can a man over 65 who’s still work
ing. Similarly, an older child who 
works during the summer, for ex
ample, loses his pension if he 
makes more than that $50 a month,j 
but can have the payments rein
stated when he quits to return to 
school.

The formula described above for 
figuring the primary benefit went 
into effect Jan. 1 but a worker 
needs six quarters of covered em
ployment after 1950 to use it. Peo
ple who qualify for benefits before 
mid-1952 will have them calculated 
under the old system, which would 
make the payments a little lower.

Whether or not she’s entitled to 
monthly payments, any wife can 
collect a lump sum death payment 
of three times the husband’s pri
mary benefit (if there’s no widow, 
whoever pays the funeral bill is 
entitled to this benefit).

If the wage-earner leaves no de
pendent wife or child (or husband 
in the case of a woman worker), 
dependent parents 65 or older are 
entitled to survivors* payments.

But what the family must re
member is that it must apply for 
any benefits to which it’s legally 
entitled. Here’s a good rule:

There are two vital times to go 
to the nearest Social Security of
fice: When anyone in the family 
reaches 65; When any working 
member of the family dies, whethei 
or not he’s the chief breadwinner, 
since anyone working in covered 
employment leaves at least the 
lump-sum death payment.

Remember, too, there’s a two- 

CCG SEEKS FUNDS TO PROMOTE
FASCISM, PATMAN TELLS HOUSE

year limit on applying for the 
lump-sum payment, and on month
ly benefits, tardy applicants can 
collect only six months retroactive
ly.

Keep Social Security Record
Wage-earners sometimes fail to 

get full Social Security credit when 
they lose their cards and get new 
ones with different numbers. 
Throughout his or her life, the 
wage-earner should have the same 
number. It’s smart to make a note 
of it and file it with other import- 
tant family documents. It doesn’t 
make sense to carefully guard a 
private insurance policy for, say, 
$1000, and neglect a Social Recur-, 
ity account often worth $20,000 and 
more.

It’s also a good idea for the hus
band and wife to jointly keep track 
of the husband’s earnings under 
Social' Security. It’s not impossible1 
for an employer to make a book-! 
keeping error which would omit 
some credits. If you’re uncertain! 
how much credit you already have, 
write to the Social Security Admin
istration, Candler Bldg., Baltimore 
2, Md., asking for this information,' 
and giving your Social Security 
number date of birth, name and, 
address.

(NEXT: How the new Social Se
curity law affects union pension 
plans.)

New Board Will ! 
Protect Interests 
For The Consumer

Washington (LPA)—The gov
ernment has set up a new board to 
see that the consumer gets some
thing besides the short end of the 
stick when the defense program 
really gets rolling.

Lewis Allen Weiss, former board 
chairman of the Mutual Broadcast
ing Co., will head the Office of 
Civilian Requirements in the Na
tional Production Authority. His 
job, he says, will be to look out 
for the interests of civilians, to 
keep an eye on everything “from 
hairpins to housing.”

Weiss will tangle with military 
authorities and NPA to see that 
defense workers and other stay-at- 
homes get their share of consumer 
goods “essential to health, effi
ciency or morale.”

OCR will try to seek equitable 
distribution without resort to rat
ioning and channel a fair share of 
goods to new communities which 
spring up around defense plants.

Other duties will include: (1) 
Prodding other government agen
cies to help in defense boom areas, 
(2) getting enough equipment to 
laundries, restaurants, and other 
service firms, (3) seeing to it that 
manufacturers of consumer goods 
are not forced to the wall because 
of shortages.

Buy Union-Made goods from 
others as you would have them 
pay Union wages unto you!

Washington (LPA) — The Com
mittee for Constitutional Govern
ment, often called the nation’s top 
anti-labor, anti-liberal lobby, is 
soliciting corporation funds nation
ally to promote Fascism in the US, 
Rep. Wright Patman (D, Tex.) told 
the House of Representatives 
March 7.

That's what the CCG’s campaign 
for funds for the court defense of 
its executive head, Edward A. 
Rumely amounts to. Patman said. 
He reminded the House that Rume
ly was indicted last year for con
tempt of Congress because he re
fused to tell the House Select Com
mittee on Lobbying Activities the 
names of the CCG’s principal back
ers. -

Rumely then contended the CCG 
was in the publishing business, had 
no “backers,” but only “purchasers” 
of literature issued by the CCG. 
To ask him to reveal their names 
was a violation of freedom of the 
press, he argued. He said the 
Lobby probe Committee was trying 
to gag him and his organization.

The Committee headed by Rep. 
Frank Buchanan (D, Pa.), said it 
merely wanted to know who was’ 
behind him. The Committee produc
ed correspondence indicating that 
Rumely deliberately transformed 
corporation offers to contribute fin
ancial support for the CCG intoi 
“purchases” of literature. Rumely 
then distributed the “purchased” 
literature to selected lists of busi
ness men, teachers, college stud
ents and the like to influence na
tional and eventually Congression
al thinking, the lobby probers 
found. Buchanan himself described 
Rumely’s transactions as “phony” 
sales tricks to hide the identity of 
big business backers.

In his March 7 speech on the 
House floor, Patman said that 
members of both the House and 
Senate had received cards from the 
CCG saying: “Dr. Rumely goes on 
trial in Federal Court, Washington, 
D. C., April 12. At risk of imprison
ment he tries to uphold for you 
and all citizens your basic right to 
hear all sides through a free 
press.”

The card further said: “This 
fight is for you. Your help is need
ed. Dr. Rumely was indicted for 
discouraging Red activities, expos
ing socialism, and refusing to re
veal names of book purchasers. 
This committee must be in the

strongest financial position by 
March 31, to defend Dr. Rumely1, 
and through him your constitution
al right of free speech.” In addi
tion, the card said the CCG needed 
money “to expand its efforts 
against inflation, to protect the 
value of all bank balances, mort
gages, dollar bonds, social security 
funds, and insurance policies.”

Offered for sale were subscrip
tions to Spotlight, a CCG publica
tion. “How many will you or your 
company buy immediately?” the 
card asked. “If you have already 
given your full 1951 support, please 
obtain one or more subscriptions 
from others.”

Patman said he’d been reminding 
Congress for six years that Rumely 
and his associates were a Fascist 
group. He characterized them as 
“the spearhead of Fascism in the 
United States and said the press 
should be as vigorous in its warn
ings against the danger of Fascism 
as it is in “building up sentiment 
against Communism in this coun
try.”

He told his colleagues Rumely 
was running the CCG “for the pur
pose of directing thought control 
and to change the textbooks in the 
schools and the colleges, organi
zing groups in every Congressional 
district to defeat or elect members 
of Congress.” He claimed the CCG, 
“financed by the corporations of 
the United States,” was spending^ 
more money than either the Demo-* 
cratie or Republican party.

Patman dwelt in detail on Rume
ly’s trial and conviction in 1920 
for trading with the enemy during 
World War I. He said Rumely used 
upwards of a million dollars pro
vided by the Imeprial German 
Government to operate the New 
York Evening Mail to turn Ameri
can thinking against Great Britain.
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Like millions of married women these days, this 
busy young woman holds down a job with one 
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