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i he Military Services and Public Life ok 
Major General John Sullivan, ok the 

Revolutionary Army. By Thomas 0. A111- 
<>ry. Boston: Wiggip & Lunt. Albany: J. 
VI unsell. 
Wc arc indebted to the author for a copy of 

this work. Its main purpose is the vindication 
rd General Sullivan’s lame against the unjust 
aspersions of the historian Bancroft. In l'e- 

(cut volumes ol his History o. the Lnited 

Mates are found assertions seriously affecting 
flit- reputation not only ol' Sullivan, but of 

iGreene and of Joseph Heed. The latter 

■a.i President of the first Provincial Conven- 
tion. Aide de Camp lo Washington, and when 

approached by lilt: British with the offer of a 

princely bribe, made the memorable reply, I 
■tin a poor man. but the king of Great Britain 

not rich enough to buy me.’ It is gratifying 
to know that the good name of each of these 

distinguished men has found a champion among 
hi- descendants, and it is particularly fortunate 
that the vindication of Sullivan has devolved 

upon one so well fitted, by ability and zeal, to 

accomplish it. 
John Sullivan, horn at Somerswortk, N. II., 

just across tin: river from the Maine border, in 
i 74 was one of four brothers that espoused 
the patriot, cause, one of whom was Governor 
.fumes Sullivan, ol Massachusetts. IIis father, 
who had emigrated from Ireland, and was a 

mail ol lib.-ial culture, gave him the advantages 
l a "ood e.'iucation. Like all the family, he 

a:c of athletic form, robust constitution, and 
act ive spirit, w it h .. natural aptitude for raili- 

iiv lit’.-, iic o voted as much time as was 
■ insistent with the practice of ids profession, 

tin law. to the affairs of the militia, in which 
hi held a commission under the king. One of 
n: first acts, after open hostilities had been 

committed, was, together with other officers, 
t.. publicly burn his uniform and commission 
on Durham common. He planned and led a 

at in nigh! attack on Fort William and Mary, 
.n Portsmouth harbor, which resulted in its 

aplure, with the stores. The latter were of 
•ivat service to tin- patriot cause. He was a 

lei. gate to the Continental Congress, and af- 

terwards Brigadier under Washington when 
Boston was invested, in both of which posi- 
tions ids services wore of great importance. 

i i was Sullivan who extricated the army from 
s dung.-runs position in Canada, after the re- 

tail-.- at Quebec and death of Montgomery, 
'•ouducliug the retreat with marked skill and 

prudence. At the battle of Long island, which 
prev.-d disas rolls to the patriot forces under 

Putnam, the exposed position of Sullivan’s 
command led to its being surrounded and cap- 
tured, with the commander; but Washington 
:. jnitted him ol ail blame. 

Wc might follow the career of Sullivan, did 
our space permit, through the. many stirring 

vi lit.-* of tin- period, with which he was prom- 
inently connected the battles of Trenton, 
Princeton. Brandywine, Germantown, Rhode 
1 land and Newtown, and the sufferings and 
trials of Tally Forge. But our readers are fa- 
miliar with all these events. 

one el tlie most, important, services rendered j 
ny Sullivan was the conducting of an expedi- 
tion against, the Five Nations, in Central New 
York. These Indians had made considerable 
advam toward civilization. They were well 
clothed, lived in comfortable houses and in 
considerable villages, cultivated crops, and 
were well .supplied with arms by the British at 
Fort Niagara. They were hostile to the patri- 
ot cause, and in 17711, under the lead of Butler 
and Brant, were planning an attack on the 
irontiers as soon a< their crops should be gath- 
ered. No lime was to lie lost. A war of de- 
vastation was planned which should render 
them incapable of carrying out this design. 
l ion was that the Indians should be totally 
rooted out.” And rooted out they certainly 
•.vt-re. With great foresight, energy and skill 
hillivau invaded their country, defeated the 

Indians, burnt their towns, destroyed their 
■ Top-, and left, them powerless. Gen. Sullivan 
was thanked by Congress, and a day set apart 
tor thanksgiving in honor of the victory. 

Five years of active and barrassing service 
in the Meld had seriously impaired the natural- 
tv • igorous constitution of the General, and in 
177b he felt compelled to resign his commis- 

sion, his physician insisting that farther ex- 

posure would be fatal. Ou the occasion Wash- 

ington addressed to him a letter, of which the 

following is the concluding paragraph 
1 flatter myself it is unnecessary for me to 

repeat to you how high a place you hold in my 
esteem. The eontideiue you have experienced, 
-,ud the manner iu which you have been em- 

ployed on several important occasions, testily 
he value 1 set upon your military qualifica- 

tions, and the regret i must feel, that circum- 
stances have deprived the army of your servi- 
ces. The pleasure I shall always take in an 

interchange of good ollices, in whatever station 
v,m may hereafter be placed, will be the best 
onlSrmulion of the personal regard with which 

I have been, and am, 
Very sincerely, dear sir, &c. 

'i lie charges which are made against Sullivan 

ny Bancrofts are speciilcally these—1st, Want 
of discretion in submitting to Congress propo- 
sitions of reconciliation from Lord Howe; 2d, 
An injudicious descent, ou Staten Island, in 
1777 ; lid, Transmitting intelligence to Wash- 

ington which was subsequently found to lie in- 

correct disobedience of orders; and march- 

ing las troops to the right of Stirling, at 

Brandywine, Sept. lUb, 1777 ; 4th, Wasting 
powder at Germantown, Oct. 4th, 1777; nth, 
Recommending Conway as Inspector General; 
kill, Keeping on terms of courtesy with Gates. 
To each and every one of these Mr. Amory 
makes a conclusive reply, bringing forward 
evidence and citing contemporaneous authority 
which overlhow the disparagements of the uu- 

just historian. The undeniably high esteem 
In which Washington ue er ceased to hold Sul- 
livan is of itself sufficient refutation of all im- 

putations upon his juiigenienl., discretion, zeal 
or honor. 

The civil ca <-r ol Gen. Sullivan, subse- 

quent, to his retirement from the army was Im- 

portant and highly useful to tne country. As 
a Delegate in Congress he look a leading po- 
‘-itiou, and inaugurated measures of public 
benefit. lie Idled many honorable positions, 
the last of which was that of Judge of the 

Federal Court of New Hampshire, by appoint- 
ment from Washington. 

A disorder which grew out of the expos- 
ure- of camp life at last completely undermin- 

ed his health, and he died at Durham, N. II., 
in 17fi5, in his tifty-flft.il year. And in that hour 

a soldier of untarnished fame and a patriot ol 

exalted worth laid dowii the burden of life. 
Shame to the hand that seeks to pluck one 

leaf Irom the laurels that deck his tomb. 
Daniel Sullivan, an elder brother of tile Gen- 

eral, settled in the present town of Sullivau, in 
this StaLe. As a matter of interest to his 
numerous descendants iu this State, we copy 
the following sketch from the Appendix to Mr. 

Amory’s work 
Daniel Sullivan, born about 17:18, was marri- 

ed at Fort Fownall, in the town of Prospect, 
in the county of Waldo, June 14, 1764, to Abi- 

gail, daughter of John Beau, by James Craw- 
lord, Esq. Daniel Bean, ol York, with others, 
his associates, obtained a grant of what is now 

Sullivan, and a part of Hancock, a tract about 
six miles square, from the provincial gov- 

I 

eminent; ami here, with some of his neigh- 
bors in York, of the name of Preble, Gordon, 
Piaisdell, Johnson and Ilamuiond, lie had es- 

tablished himself about the time Daniel was 
married. After his death, Juno 21, 1785, the 
town, under the name of Sullivan, was con- 
firmed to the settlers upon their payment of 
€1,205 consolidated notes into the treasury, a 

small portion of the territory, nine thousand 
acres, beiug reserved in 1800, when the Legis- 
lature remodifled its grant, to Howdoin and 
William Colleges. Before the Revolutionary 
War, there were forty families within the lim- 
its of the town. These at its close, had been 
reduced to twenty. At the present time, it is 
a flourishing seaport, building many vessels, 
manufacturing many articles of value, and 
sending far and wide excellent granite, which 
has been used in the fortifications of New 
York, and elsewhere lor docks, custom-houses 
and other edifices. 

Sullivan is situated at the upper end of 
Frenchman Bay, a wide sheet of water, often 
compared, from its graceful outlines, lovely is- 
lands, and the lofty mountains rising from its 
shores, to the Bay of Naples. The island of 
Mount Desert, which forms its westerly bound, 
is annually visited by artists and persons of 
taste irom all parts of the country. Extend- 
ing southerly from the main part of Sullivan 
is a neck of land stretching iuLo the Bay called 
Waukeag Point, from tiie name attached by the 
Indians to the neighborhood. On the souther- 
ly end of the Point, about four miles from the 
harbor, Daniel erected his dwelling, built sever- 
al saw-mills, engaged in navigation, and here 
were born to him live children,—one son and 
four daughters. For the ten years iollowing 
his marriage he was eminently prosperous; hut 
when hostilities commenced with the mother 
country, finding his residence exposed to pre- 
datory attack irom British cinisers, he remov- 
al his saws, and discontinued his work. 

Throughout the war he was energetic and 
devoted,. raising and commanding a force of 
minute-men, and, by his activity and fearless- 
ness, did good service to the cause. In 1770, 
he was with his company at the seige of Cas- 
tine, and, after returning home, he kept them 
in readiness for action, inflicting many heavy 
blows upon the enemy. The English and To- 
ries made several attempts to capture him, 
which, from the constant vigilance of the pa- 
triots, were inell'ectual. But one stormy night 
in February, 1781, a British war vessel, the Al- 
legiance, commanded oy Mowatt, who burnt 
Falmouth, now Portland, anchored below the 
town, and landed a large force of sailors and 
marines. The house was silently invested; and 
Capt. Sullivan aroused from his slumbers, to 
find his bed surrounded by armed men. He 
was hurried to the boat, and his dwelling fired 
so suddenly that the children were with diffi- 
culty saved by their mother, and a hired man 
who lived in the family. Taken loCastine, his 
liberty and further protection from harm were 
tendered him, on condition he took the oath of 
allegiance to the king. Rejecting these pro- 
posals, he was carried prisoner to Halifax, and 
thence sent to New York, where he was put on 

board that vessel of infamous memory, the 
Jersey hulk, where he remained six months. 
Exchanged, he took passage for home, but died 
on tiie Sound, not without suspicion of having 
been poisoned, though probably, like many 
others, he was the victim of the barbarities of 

I the British provost, who, either of his own ac- 
cord or by Instruction, subju gated his prison- 
ers to unparalleled privations, 

Negro Troubles in Georgia. 
Savannah, Dec. 30. 

The Sheriff of this county and two assist- 
ants, on Saturday went to Hayward’s planta- 
tion, oil the Ogechee river, eleven miles from 
this city, to arrest 17 negroes charged with 
shooting a watchman on the plantation and 
(farryiug off the crop ot the planters. They 
made live arrests at station No. 1, on the At- 
lantic & Gulf Railroad. They were surround- 
ed by about 100 armed negroes who rescued 
the prisoners and robbed the Sheriff', destroyed 
the warrants and threatened to kill him if he 
ever served a legal process again in Lhat vici- 
nity. 

The negroes then separated into squads and 
marched back to the plautations, avowing 
they would have the heart’s blood of every 
Whiteman on the Ogechee river; saying “the 
war has commenced !” One negro watchman is 
supposed to be murdered, two white men badly 
hurt, and all the white men obliged to flee t.o 
the city to save their lives. 

The women and children are in the hands of 
the mob, and have been carried off into the 'C'JoCrS. tXlXtlt. IblLK.'llb CA-lSil/lS ill Llit.^ U,.. 

munity, and a sheriff's posse ol between 300 
and 100 citizens will leave at daybreak tomor- 
row to rescue the women and children. The 
military decline to interfere till the power of 
the civil authorities for preserving order are 
exhausted. 

Sax annah, Ga.. Jam 3. Adairs on the Oge- 
chee arc without change for the better. The 
negroes are armed and in large bodies driving 
oil' the whites and plundering their houses and 
farms of every tiling valuable. No demonstra- 
tion against them lias been made. The matter 
is under consideration, and an anxious desire 
is felt to quell the insurrection without blood- 
shed. Delluite steps xvi’l taken, probably, to- 
morrow or Monday. 

How They ixi it at Fairs. A Kentuckian 
relates iiis experience at a Chicago fair as fol- 
lows. It is pretty much the experience of 

every one at those conventicles everywhere: 
[ I dropped into a fair held for the benefit of 
j some confounded society or other. 1 thought 
i I would expend a dollar or two, and see what 
(was going on. So ! bought myself a ticket 
| and siiil in. 1 went to a table where refresh- 

j incuts were sold, and called for some oysters, 
chicken salad, and coffee. A beautiful siren 
with big black eyes, little white hands, and a 

| most bewitching mouth, spread the edibles be- 
| fore me. i don’t know how it was, but I felt a 
i strong affinity toward that ministering angel 
at once. While eating and drinking, and de- 

I vouring her with mine eyes in the meantime, 
we struck up a scattering conversation. At 
last I arose and handed her a llve-dollar bill. 
She put. it in a little box, and forgot to give 
me any change, but instead thereof a sweet 
smile unto me saying: “Are you a stranger 
to Chicago?” “Yes, Madam, I am from Ken- 
tucky.” “Is it possible? 1 am a Kentuckian 
also.” “Ah! I knew it." The reply was 

whispered, hut it produced a faint blush, a 

drooping of the beautiful eyelashes, and a 

gratified smile. “Would you like to walk 
around the room and look over our fancy ar- 

ticles?” (juotli the siren. “If you will show 
me,” quoth the spooney. She took my arm, 
and raising herself by it to-her toes, she mur- 
mured, “We are not? strangers, you know.” 
Go away, Grant, with your presidency, I 
would not change places with you this minute. 
Nor with Colfax, who was married this morn- 

ing. Go away jaekscrews, you can’t raise me 
any higher. We wandered through that room, 
talking—sweetly talking, oi things that had 
been, of things that were, anil of things that 
might be. Pretty soon we cume to a silver 
tea-set that was to be raffled off. Would I 
take a chance? Of course 1 would. Then a 

wonderful cake, with a valuable ring concealed 
in it, appealed to the cupidity of the chance- 
takers. I was persuaded to take a chance in 
the cake. Ami so things glided on until I con- 
cluded that if I look many more chances my 
chances forgetting home would be rather slim. 
So I refused to tempt fortune any farther. 
Anon a costly vvorkbox met our eyes, but I 
bravely resisted all appeals, until the little 
black-eyed scoundrel took me on a new tack. 
Leaning heavily on my arm, and absolutely 
resting her check on my shoulder, with those 
wicked eyes and that silvery tongue she said : 

“Won’t you take a chance for me?” Oh, well, 
folks preach about the fall of Adam, but I 
never blamed him, though i don’t think the old 
fellow had half the excuse 1 had. I needn’t 
tell yon that I took that chance, and kept on 

taking chances for the unprincipled and beauti- 
ful wretch that had me in tow until 1 had not 
a dollar left. Yes, 1 was penniless, and then 
it began to dawn on me that the young lady 
was working for the success of the F’air, and 
that 1 had made a first-class fool of myself, as 
usual. There I was a bankrupt in money and 
in reputation, in self-respect. I had been rob- 
bed—yes, robbed. F'or where is the difference 
between a pair of Derringers and a pair of 
black eyes in a robbery? You part with your 
money because you can't help it. I kuow that 
society looks with lenient eyes upon these fe- 
male guerrillas who haunt these charitable 
fairs, hut it is my opinion, when all the rob- 
bers come to take their final trial and receive 
their final sentence, that little Chicago robber 
will take her place by the side of Jack Shep- 
pard. 
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Respecting Politics. 

It lias become fashionable for men of 

certain classes to speak suceriugly and 

slightingly of politics and politicians, as 

though persons who engage in politics al- 

ways do so from unworthy motives, and are 

themselves ot doubtful integrity from the 
fact that they are so engaged. The men 

who talk thus pride themselves on standing 
aloof from the management ol all party 
allairs, or the use of any influence or even 

the expression of a wish as to who shall 
fill the offices, or shape the city, stale or 

national policies. 
We hold this to lie altogether a false 

view, and one is its results working harm 
to the community. Its advocates are often 
the most successful business men of a com- 

munity, capitalists, men of leisure, culture 
and wealth. If such men imbibe this senti- 

ment, act upon it, and impress it upon 
others, the result needs no prophet to fore- 
tell. If honorable and high-minded men 

who might give to primary meetings a 

more dignified tone and better guidance, 
refuse to do sorthe alternative is that de- 

signing demagogues, men of low cunning 
who work solely lor plunder and selfish 
ends, will control party meetings for their 

purposes. We have seen and are daily see- 

ing this fact examplilied. 
A friend of ours, ?. gentleman of for- 

tune, fine taste, and within whose grasp are 

all reasonable means of happiness, said to 

us not long since, pointing at a certain 
obnoxious official, “There, when such a 

man as he cau reach such a place, what 

eucouragomcut have I to take part in 

politics?” We thought of the lines of the 

great poet— 
“Tis not in our stars, !‘Ut in ourselves, 
That we are thus or thus.” 

Our reply was that the very reason why 
obnoxious and unfit men are raised lo offi- 
cial position is because men like, our friend, 
either from an absorbing interest in busi- 

ness, a daintiness in regard to mingling 
with common people, or a belief that to 

engage in polities is degrading, bold them- 
selves aloof from the very places where 
sm*h miutnVpst may eat via-ht — — 

then take the lead,aud the fountain of gov- 
ernment is poisoned at its very source. 

There should he no reproach in the term 

politician. In its larger and proper sense, 

polities means the science of government, 
the search after the best interests of a peo- 
ple, and the endeavor to so shape the 

thoughts and actions of the governing 
power as to secure the greatest advantages 
to the community. In this country that 

governing power is th«# will of the people, 
legally expressed, and subject to constitu- 
tional provisions. If a man has experience, 
judgment, forecast, prudence, wisdom—it 
is his duty no less than his interest to give 
his fellow men aud the community the 
benefit that may arise from the exercise ol 
those qualities. He does not fulfill the 
duties of a citizen who manifests iudiffer- 
ence regarding the humblest of public 
duties, and the bands lo which they are 

committed. 

[ No mau has wealth enough to be iiuliff- 

jareut l> the administration of the goveru- 
jment uuder which he lives. Indeed the 

capitalists, of all men, has the most reason 

for solicitude in this respect—for unwise 
laws or indifference to the execution of 

good ones may sap the foundations of his 
fortune, or may foster crime that shall 
wrench it away or lay it waste. It is said 
that there is nothing in this world worth 
haviug which is not the result of labor. 
We expect no other good in life except as 

the result ot constant care and exertion. 

Why then should we sit do-vn with indiffer- 
ence and expect our public affairs to be 

properly managed, and a good government 
provided, with as little forethought as the 
air we breathe 'i 

lu conclusion, let us say that uo man, iu 
whatever circumstances, can with safety he 
indifferent to political affairs. They under- 
lie his comfort, his prosperity, and his per- 
sonal safety. And when we hear a mau 

who denounces politicians and ignores 
politics complaining that unfit meu gets in- 
to places of trust, he is self-accusatory and 
self-rebukiug. He is the unthrifty husband- 
man, complaining that tares spring up in 
his neglected field. 

A dispatcu dated at New Orleans, on the 
aist, has the following— 

The editor of the Marksville Register, who 
is also the clerk of the 7th Judicial District 
Court, reports the total destruction of his pa- 
per by a mob led on by the editor of the Marks- 
ville Villager, a Democratic paper published 
in the same place. 

It seems the people are adopting Northern 
ideas down there, and becoming iu reality re- 

constructed. They have so far advanced to- 

ward radical notions as to destroy newspaper 
establishments that don’t suit their ideas, or 

differ iu sentiment from them. This incident 
recalls very forcibly to mind the articles that 
used to appear in the Prog. Age instigating 
the destruction of this office, and threatening 
that the editor should be murdered. 

A Few Words Concerning Pharaoh, j 
The Bangor Whig doesn’t- look squarely 

at us iu uttering the following paragraph, 
but has a sort of Ben. Butler strabismus 

squiul that is intended to mean the Jour- 
nal : 

We knew that Democracy was somewhat be- 
hind the times, but were not aware that they 
were still running Seymour ami Blair. One of 
their organs refreshes its readers with a cam- 

paign speech delivered last fall. Aud more 
ridiculous still, it is a defence of Iioratio Sey- 
mour. Why not go nearer the foundation of 
things, and put in a plea for Pharaoh? 

Well, old Pha. wasn’t by any means the 
worst chap that ever lived. He had the 

! wisdom to perceive the signs of the times, 
| and the sense to protit by them. As the 

! Whig is doubtless a good deal more famil- 
iar with radical campaign speeches than 
witli the Bible, we will quote from that cx- 

celleut book and undoubted authority, one 

of the most remarkable incidents in the 

reign of the Egyptian ruler— 
And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that 

Pharaoh dreamed; and behold, he stood by the river. 
And behold, there came up out of the river seven well- 

favored kine and fat-tieshed; and they fed in a meadow, 
i And behold, seven other kine came up alter them out 
i ol the river, il'-favoured and lean-fleshed; and stood by 
[ the other kine upon the brink of the river. 
I And the ill favored and lean-fleshed kine did cat up the 

j seven well-favored and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 

The reader of the Scripture will remem- 

ber that Pharaoh took the advice of Joseph, 
an excellent young man who was sojourn- 
ing in his kingdom, and provided against 
the disaster which the dream foreshadowed. 
The story Is an instructive one. We re-! 
commend the editor of the Whig to borrow ! 

a copy of the Bible at Bughee’s and read 
: that portion of the hook of Genesis. 

The dream of Pharaoh is a daily reality [ 
in this country. We see the. sleek and Put \ 
boudlioldiug kiue feeding in the rich mead-; 
ows of the treasury. The lean and rough- 
coated tax paying kiue are looking on with 

hungry eyes. Ere long if the injustice be 

not righted, the catastrophe that Pharaoh 
saw will come to pass here—the lean kine 

will devour the fat ones. 

If the Whig desires any further com- 

mentaries on Joseph’s sojourn in the laud 

of Pharaoh, and particularly concerning 
the little affair with Mrs. Potiphar, it is re- 

ferred to its political brethren Elder Gil- 

man, Elder Kalloch, Elder Pomroy, or 

Elder Serein- Howe. 

The Senatokshh'. One of the snug- 

gest and most exciting political contests 

that the radicals of this State have ever 

had in their owe ranks, is just, at present 
transpiring over the United States Senator- 

ship, now filled by Lot M. Morrill, llis 
term expires on the Fourth of March. Lot 

has long been cautiously and cunningly lay- 
ing his corns lor a re-election, pledging rep- 
resentatives, senators and politicians, as 

well as securing the voice of the press, 
lie lias shaped his otheial action carefully 
to this end, and thereby secured some pret- 
ty stiff timber wherewith to prop up the 
structure of his aspirations. 

But Morrill lias a most formiable com- 

petitor. Hamlin is du the scent of the 
same desirable position, with his keen, 
cralty, subtle scheming, and long experi- 

it:.. noint to his resigna- 
tion as Collector of Boston, rather Ham 
hold office under Johnson ; his disappoint- 
ment in not receiving the Chicago nomina- 
tion to the Vice Presidency ; and to the 
fact that, like the wounded Spartan, he cov- 

ered his hurt with his cloak, and fought on 

to victory. They allege (and it is wonder- 
lul if true) that llamliu is tar from being a 

wealthy man, notwithstanding the oppor- 
tunities which have made capitalists of so 

many of his illustrious compatriots, includ- 

ing Morrill. 
There will he a great gathering of the 

elans at Augusta during this week and next, 
for the purpose o( bringing electioneering 

j appliances to hear on unpledged members, 
I and those that can be influenced by greeu- 
j hack considerations. There arc oue linn- 
j dred and fifty-two radical members of the 

Legislature, who will meet in caucus to de- 
cide the question. Hamlin’s friends are 

probably sure of say sixty-live, while they 
claim eighty-seven. Some twenty mem- 

bers are claimed by both parties, and prob- 
ably a considerable portion of that patriotic 

! hand are open to conviction. 
A fortnight ago, it was thought by out- 

siders that Morrill would sweep the board ; 
hut. Hamlin is of late developing a wonder- 
ful degree of strength. He seems to have 
been greatly successful in securing the 

press. The New York Tribune had a re- 

cent article strongly urging his election, 
while by far the larger part of the inllueu- 
tial radical presses of this State have de- 
clared for the ex-Yicft President. If we 

i were going to bet, a dollar, we should lay it 
| on the head of Hannibal. 

Tim ramrods of Massachusetts, who learn 
| nothing by experience, are preparing to re- 
enact their prohibitory laws, with new and 
more odious features. They disavowed any 
such purpose before the election, ami having 
crept into power under the cover of national 
issues, are now rejoicing over the success of 
the stratagem. The same is true of our ovvu 
State, ft is pretty certain that this is to he 
tlie principal Issue iu the State elections next 
fail. And tlie people will be called upon to 
declare by their ballots, whether they will have 
an ignorant jackass in tlie shape of a State 
Constable prying open their jaws to see what 
lias gone down their throats, or whether they 
will, each one for himself, use tlie mind that 
God has given him to regulate his diet. We 
think the people' are ready for this question. 

It was curious tiiat Grant left Washington 
before New Year’s to avoid the usual otileial 
call on the President, while Butler went to the 
White House, and was received with a cordial 
greeting. 

Alden Sprague, Esq., of the Iiockland Free 
Press, has purchased tiie remaining interest of 
John L. Stevens, Esq., iu the Kennebec Jour- 
nal, and will hereaftei be associated in the pub- 
lication of that paper. Mr. Edwin Sprague 
will iu future publish the Free Press. 

Penobscot lumbermen expect to double tlieir 
quantity of lumber this year over the last. 

[Correspondence of flic Journal.] 

LETTER FROM BOSTON. 

Cliriatiuaa Ainusemeulft—Bn Cliailln anil 
Africa—Bonks of the Season—The New 
Tear. 

Boston, January 2d, 18C8. 
Christinas has gone. Old Santa Claus in his 

ermine robes and frosty beard has been on his 

accustomed round and now has retired for an- 

other year into the mysterious icy region where 
he hides himself almost out of remembrance 
till his season for reappearance comes round 

again. The weather was such as Christmas 
weather should be, and is always described in 

| novels,—clear, crisp, and exhilarating. The 
true New England Christmas should, perhaps, 
find snow abounding, so that sleigh-riding may 
form one of the entertainments, but we rejoice 
that your Maine Indians have predicted aright, 
and that the open winter they prophesied has 

until now taken the place of the severe cold 

storms whicii the experience of the last two 

years has made us dread for this season. The 

day was celebrated here in the usual way— 

perhaps rather more particularly than in for- 
mer years. Many of the churches were dec- 

orated with evergreen; festive gatherings 
abounded; the theatres were in full operation 
all the afternoon and evening, and on the Frog 
I’ond and the grand sheet of water spanned by 
its stupendous and magnificent bridge in the 
Public Garden, boys swarmed like so many ea- 

ger dies, to take advantage of the skating. 
This, by the way, has been excellent at Fresh 

and Jamaica Ponds, and at the Skating Park 
at the Soutli End, which was opened to the 

public a few evenings since, with the price of 

tickets put up high enough to keep out the 

crowd, and music by Gilmore's band. 
For the past week a great deal of pabulum 

of various kinds has been offered to the public 
mind, which is supposed at this season to ex- 

pand sufficiently to comprehend and appreciate 
everything. Concerts and lectures abound; 
among the latter 1 am happy to speak of a very 

entertaining one by l)u Chaillu, the African ex- 

plorer. He gave to a large and attentive audi- 

ence a very humorous and at the same time 

earnest account of his travels !n the interior 

of Africa, where strange beasts and birds 

abound, where gorillas walkabout in great free- 

dom, and as a striking contrast, dwarfs three 

feet high are found; where most of the inhab- 

itants arc wild cannibals, and the Lhcrmometor 

in March and April, which are the hottest 

months, is 140°. In this ‘‘delightlul land” he 

made the acquaintance of some cannibal Cam- 

illas who were in the habit of sending the 

bodies of those members of their families who 

I died, as a delicate attention to some of Iheir 

friends, expecting in return a similar courtesy 
! whenever opportunity olfered. As he was the 

first white man whom some of these pleasant 
j brethren had ever seen, they naturally regarded 
; him with some interest, not mimixed with cu- 

riosity, and one thing which surprised them 

particularly was that his feet (which they con- 

sidered his boots to be) should lie black while 

bis face was white. One oi the kings, being 
pleased with Dll Chaillu, Invited him to re- 

main with them permanently and as an induce- 

ment brought out eight hundred of the pret- 
tiest girls and women of 1 is noble realm for 

him to choose a wife from. As ail excuse to 

escape from this dreadful attention, he said 

that if lie took one it woald make the other 

790 jealous, which the Elders of the tribe 

thought a good idea, and generously offered 
him ttie whole, which he declined with great 
difficulty. He spoke of '.he interior of Africa 

as an immense forest, which is estimated at 

1800 miles in lengih, ami 700 in breadth. The 

trees are of enormous size, being from two to 

three hundred feel in height, and twenty-five 
in diameter. Under these, smaller trees grow, 
and under these again a jungle which makes an 

i almost, impenetrable labyrinth. 
Iii enumerating in my last letter the various 

I attractions offered to t ie public at this time, 1 
1 did not mention the new books, being a .-ul>- 
i jcct too extensive to be included in the cursory 
glance J;iven at the 1 oliday novelties within 
those limits. Bill they form one of the most 

alluring and undoubtedly profitable kinds of 
mercnanuise. ai uum aca.iuu of course there 
is a whole avalanche of new books launched 

upon public favor, of more or less excellence, 
for children, and those of maturer years. We 

rejoice now in so many really excellent book- 
stores that it is quite a difficult matter to de- 
cide which is the best.. A learned bibliopolist 
recently remarked that he “had bought books 
in ev ery celeorated bookstore in the world, 
but had never found in Europe or America a 

richer or more elegant display than Little i 
Brown make at Christmas.” To the uutravel- 
led this does not seem to lie extravagant praise, 
but “comparisons are odious,’ and what is 
said of one may be said of all, and that can 

hardly be too mucli in favor of these attractive 
stores, beside which the emporiums of dry 
goods seem too frivolous to be noticed, con fee 

j tionary becomes for too ordinary a kind of de- 
! light, and the fancy stores with all their gay 
i fascinations fade into entire insignificance. The 

| bright colors and burnished gilt ol the books 
lining the shelves and heaped in lavish profu- 
sion in the windows and on the counters make 
a dazzling display of all that is sumptuous aud 
mVtmVie in literature. Fresh in their dainty 
bindings, enclosing exquisitely printed aud en- 

graved treasures, they open to us a world of 

j delight which may remain|a life long possession 
j and enjoyment. As Sheridan so neatly ex- 

! presses in his School lor Scandal, You shall 

I see a beautiful quarto page, where a neat rivu- 

| let. of text shall meander through a meadow of 
I margin.” 

The so called gift books are many ol them 

very beautiful, massive volumes, rich in illus- 
trations and choice reading matter. The poet 
here appears in his most exquisite dress, aud 
the works of noted artists and painters are 

faithfully transferred to paper, forming most 

interesting volumes. Among these may lie 
mentioned Barnes “liural l’oems,” whose title 
is amply suggestive of the style of the contents, 
which of course are all of the loveliness and 
happiness of country life. The poems are pure 
aud sweet, full of the never wearying beauties 
and melodies of Held and wood, of mosses and 
violets, the songs cf birds and the babbling 
laughter of brooks broadening into rivers 
which run on to tile “voiceful sea.” Tenny- 
son’s “Locksley Hall,"a poem whose lines are 
lull of suggestions to an artist, is exquisitely 
illustrated with nineteen designs by lleunessy, 
and is a very desirable companion to the illus- 
trated Evangeline, Hyperion and Snow Bound, 
which, touched by the artists delicate and fan- 
ciful pencil receive an added beauty to their 
own already beautiful contents. 

One of the most popular of the new illustrat- 
ed books is Dickeu’s “Christmas Carol,” which 
wins general favor by its own merits and its 
appropriateness to the season, as well as by the 
pleasant remembrance so many of us have, how 
perfectly we heard the great writer read it last 
yeai, strengthening and enlarging our appre- 
ciation of it. Mr. Eytinge, the artist, has 
already a reputation as one of tin* best illustra- 
tors ol Dickens's books, and this is one ol his 
happiest eflorts. An unpretentious hut very 
pleasant aud attractive book is also “Sketches 
Abroad, with pen and pencil,”by F. O. C. Dar- 

ley. These consist of letters from Europe, in- 

terspersed on every page with pictures of peo- 
ple and scenes he saw by the way. The letters 
are so gracefully and familiarly written, with 
none of the stilted dates, statistics and dry de- 

tails so tiresome in books of travel, and the 

sketches are so beautiful, so characteristic and 

suggestive, that' it is a very charming book, 
printed as it is in most perfect style, and bound 
in the green which is so prevailing and favor- 
ite a color. As to the books whose attraction 
is reading matter alone, their name is legiot.. 
The poetical element seems to be prominent, 
as we have new volumes by Longfellow, Low- 

ell, Whittier and Browning, a perfect shower 
of brilliant stars; and last but hardly least, 
perhaps, Lucy Larcom’s poems, which Whit- 

tier and other lovers of song speak of as pos- 

sessing great merit, are simple, .sweet and 
fresh as any that have appeared of late. On 

the threshold of this magic realm of poesy 
stands Hawthorne, whose books are poems in 

themselves, if wanting the rhyme. Ills "Pas- 

sages from American Note-books.” which has 

lately been compiled and published, is one of 
the hooks one feels that he must own, and re- 

gard as a real friend. Hawthorne's searching 
observation, his droll, vivid imaination, his 
(lashes of humor, his simple but graphic pow- 
er of description, and ids pure and exquisite 
language, give il a value few books of the kind 

possess, and communicate to his pictures of 

scenery, narratives of incidents and descrip- 
tions of men, motives and tilings, a charm 
which only genius can bestow. A book of Eu- 

ropean travel by I)r. Peabody, of Cambridge, 
written in the author’s quiet, scholarly style, 
and "A Journey in Bra/Jl,” by Mrs. Agassis, 
are both very agreeable media through which 
to visit foreign lauds, whose manners, customs 
ami appearance may easily become perfect.)} 
familiar to 11s if ive read the many books of 

foreign travel witli which the store libraries 

| abound. 
The fireside hooks areas usual so many and 

so various that in choosing among them mu 

is overwhelmed with an “embarrat dr. I'i’ lt, *..< 

and while admiring, stands helplessly wonder 

iug who could have written them all. Oliver 

Optic, in whom boys delight, is energetic as 

ever, and the Dotty Dimple and Little Trudy 
stories are continued, much to the joy of ladies 

aged six and thereabouts, while books with 
such alluring titles as “Miss Lily’s Voyage 
round the World,” “The Little Gipscy," “Tin 
Flower aud the Star,” and “Handsome is that 
Handsome does,” make one “would that, he 
were a boy again.’ 

For those who soar above aud beyond Eng- 
lish literature aloue, there is no lack of for- 

eign books, among them some Japane se books, 
quaintly illustrated, some of which, relating to 

gymnastic exercises, show remarkable muscu- 

lar dt dopwent among the Japanese. 
Apropos of Christmas presents, ( hear of our 

intensely practical gentleman, who distributed 

horse car tickets, umbrellas aud postage stamps 
among his lainily and friends, for holiday gift.-' 
an atteutiou Ivy uo means undesirable. 

The New Year was ushered in with tin 
snow storm of the season thus far, which cou 

tinned with great industry all through the 

day. The result was so large a body of snow 

as seriously to impede the progress of railroad 

trains, cause milk men and other public bene- 
factors to be much behind their usual hour of 

arriving, and what is more to the point, lias 

made very good sleighing, which, as the ilrst 

of the season, is amply improved by many 
drivers of equipages with gay robes and tink- 

ling bells. 
The fashion of making New Year's calls, so 

extensively observed by the Gothamites, lin- 
net yet become general here, but is slowly oh 

tabling favor as one oi our social institutions, 
and was somewhat practiced on New Year'- 

day, notwithstanding the storm. 

Eighteen hundred and sixty-eight is gone, 
but has left behind it the results of what a free 
and industrious people can do to promote 
their country’s happiness and honor. As we 

remember tin* sad New Year’s days that dawn- 
ed upon ns all only within a few short years, 

| when holidays seemed a mockery aud we. 

| trembled to think what the corning year might 
bring forth, it is pleasant to contrast that time 
of darkness and peril with the peace which 
now again reigns over the land. And this is 
what we must all think, as the bells ring in the 
New Year: 

" King out lulse pride in place and blond 
1'he civic slander anil the a pile, 
King In tin. love of truth and right. 

King in the common love oi good. 

"King out old shapes of foul disease, 
King out tin- narrowing lust of gold 
King out the thousand wars of old, 

King in the thousand years ot peace. 

“King in tire valiant man and free, 
Die larger heart, the kindlier baud. 
King out the darkness oi the land, 

King in the Christ that is to be.” 

GENERALITIES. 

1{. 15. Dunu, Esq. is building a Methodist 
Church in Waterville, worth about Si'./nm on 

bis own hook. [Somerset Reporter 
What would it be worth on any other man’s 

hook ? 

Mr. Oasserly, the new Senator from Califor- 

nia, is an editor by profession, and began life 

by reporting for a New York paper, Ills 
brethren of the quill in that city gave him a 

dinner the oilier day, whereat many good things 
were said. 

The Bangor and Piscataquis Railroad will in 
forty miles in length. Three thousand eight' 
hundred tons of iron have been bought for tin- 
road, to be delivered May 1st of next year 
Tile road, exclusive of rolling stock will cost 
Slit,SCO per mile. 

Hoop skirts are being greatly reduced in 
size—for which let us all be thankful. 

A blustering snow-storm prevailed on New 
Year’s day lu Boston, New York, Philadelphia, 
and as far west s.s Chicago. Wc have had no 

such weather iu this region during the winter. 

The Gardiner correspondent of the Boston 
Herald says that a light took place at an even- 

ing meeting in a church in the former city, 
duriug which the brethren shied the hymn 
books at each other’s heads, and did other 

belligerent tilings. The City Marshall quelled 
the row. 

There is a dog lu Brunswick that attends 
services at the Methodist chapel, ami bends 
low his fore paws and head during prayers. 
We don’t want to be held responsible for this 
statement. Our authority Is the Telegraph 

Maine lobsters tlnd a market across the At- 
lantic. 

Forrest Is playing in Portland. 
The latest Boston notion Is a big concert on 

the Common next summer, with a thousand 

instruments, ten thousand vocalists, and artil- 

lery for the heavy bass. The mosquitoes will 
leud their Hue treble, perhaps. 

ltocklaud is considering the matter of pur- 
chasing the water works, now owned by a 

company 

lu on old cemetery at Rockville, Conn., is a 

gravestone containing the lollowing inscrip- 
tion ; 

tu memory ol .lane Bent, 
Who kick’d up her heels and away she went. 

A colored woman in Heading, Conn., the 
mother of 21 children, died recently, and has 

gone to receive the reward of virtuous fecun- 
dity. 

Andy Johnson, sixty-two days more. [Som- 
ofret Reporter. 

On'.y that much longer in office, but on the 
roll ol honesty and courageous patriotism 
through a’.i coming time. 

James Coir-i and Gideon Ilardiug, of De- 
troit, are requeued to call at this office, and 

adjust a little ruatv»r 0[ business. 

Forty thousand cop«s of the Congressional 
eulogies upon Thud Bterr,ufli at the expense of 
the public treasury, have been ordered to be 
printed. 

Over thirteen millions worth of new build- 
ings have been erected iu Boston tee past year. 

The can-can, that was danced with so much 
applause in Boston, is forbidden by the author- 
ities in virtuous Washington! 

.\ Xashville mechanic has invented a shoot- 
ing machine, which lie calls the “Bolyfer,” 
which will destroy a regiment of soldiers, dis- 
tant a mile and a half, in four minutes. 

Boston lias opened her public soup-house for 
the winter, where the forlorn and hungry may 
get omething satisfying. Fish chowder was 

the lit 1 Dill of fare. 

hi Cincinnati, Win. Ashbark, jealous of his 

wife, killed her with a hatchet and shot him 
self l lirough the head. 

A Yankee lias set up a steam grist mill at 

.Jerusalem, ueartlie Mount of Olivos, and grinds 
out grists at a lair toll. 

Aii incendiary is trying hard to burn the city 
nl '.'•wburyporl. At favorable times, when 
tin■ wind is high, some combustible building Is 

i:is ■. !*\ hi ingeniously arranged bux with a 

iigiited candle within it. The latest attempt 
u by firing a barn containing a large ipiautl- 
u "i hay. flic citizens are exceedingly anx- 

ious to get hold of the fellow. 

There i' a man in Chicago who places a cap 
■hi l.i- head and lets Capt. Travis nut a plsto 
hall through A at twelve paces, the bullet go- 
ing within an inch ol his skull. 

Mr. Wing, ol Bangor, who had au apoplectic 
lit at Lewiston, is dead. He was on his wed- 

ding tour. 

During a .lance ai Fort Sullivau, Kastport. 
on Christmas eve, two soldiers broke opeu 
Sargent Crowley’.-. trunk stole $2400 ill bonds, 
and deserted. They were captured, and are 

umv in jail. 
The contested will ease in Bath, in which Its 

Sultlcieiiey was contested because it was made 
under spiritual intiiienec, has beeu decided iu 

I at or .A I lie cxi eiitors, ; bus sustaining the will. 

Wousi: in is CuoToN’ Oil. A woman iu 

Switzerland, a nurse, has been detected lu pol- 
soiiing people with belladonna. She had sent 

nine victims to the grave. 
Th -elioon Laurel, of Hancock, from Bal- 

timore lot I-'ll- worth, with corn, dragged ashore 
at Provim-i town, in the late gale. She will 

eoiiie eg without damage, it is thought. 
On New leai day the Portland Advertiser 

commenced the ,ssue ol a morning as well as 

mi evening edition The Advertiser is a very 
enterprising, spright.y and interesting sheet. 

A farmer iu Michigan, tludiug that ids sheep 
were disappearing mysteriously recently, plac- 
ed a wolf trap in the Held. A few days after- 
wards he found it sprung, and now one of his 
neighbors is laid up with a sprained ankle. 

We understand that the lion. John A. Peters 
construction of the President's Amnesty proc- 
lamation lias reached this city by due course 
ol mail. According to his interpretation, its 
provisions are not so sweeping and universal 
as we imd supposed. He declares that it does 
include in the partlnu "Gorham L Boynton, 
Mareeliu Finery, Dudley F. Leavitt, and old 
.Jo. Chase I’ [Bangor Democrat. 

\ man in Acton, Mass., whose boy hud beeu 

whipped, carried the punishment back to the 
school-house and deposited it with the master, 
wher it ivmained at last accounts. 

\ new suspension bridge across the Niagara 
river, has just, been opened. Tt has the long- 
est span oil the continent. 

Down with the traitor,” is the motto of the 
boys in blue. From the proceedings at thebau- 
UUel. in Chicago, last week, it is evident that 
most of them consider champagne a traitor. 

.lust previously to the big lire, the great ex 

eitcnieu! at Bangor was a skating rink, fenced 
in on the icy bosom of the Penobscot, and 
si raped clear of snow. 

American corn-cobs are sold in London as 

“patent lirc-lighters.’1 
A sky -rocket took off a man’s leg lu Kirli- 

inoud Christmas eve, and killed him. 

Congressman Lynch is very busy in Dying 
to give an honest explanation of the use of his 

frank to put Ions of printed matter through 
the mail. 

flic Bangor Whig says Unit the corporators 
of the Winterport Railroad Co. have elected 
N. II Hubbard. F. F. Littlefield, Job Lord, T 
W. Vos,-, f. Cashing. Samuel Dillany, T. H 
Cushing. Directors for 1869. The Directors 
made eh.nee ol N. 11. Hubbard, Esij President, 
and Job I i. < Jerk and Treasurer. 

Flour and dried codfish, in a good state of 

preservation, are dug from the ruins of the 
late lire in Bangor. 

\ vi v loy il collector of internal revenue iu 
Virginia is in tumble about $25,000 that he 
can’t account for. 

I ll iiii'ii arrested fur murder of tin* Malden 
v\ a tollman liav<- been discharged. 

Ncyv A..ik must lie a charming plac^ to live 
in. A- t man fli«-ia was clearing tire snow 
from iii- idewalk in the morning, a iiulian at- 

tempted to rob liim ami being resisted, inflict- 
ed mortal stalls and tied. 

i iie llrstand second mates of the ship Santee 
have In n tried in San ITam isco for the abuse 
of apprentice boys, and sentenced to State 
i’lisoii for two years. 'They were cruelly 
beaten, ami forced to drink salt water I»y the 

gallon. 
The olticials continue to llud illicit distiller 

ics in New York and lirooklyu, lint there are 

hundreds that no otlicial eye has seen. 

A darkey in Natchez was boasting to a 

grocer of the cheapness of ten pounds of sugar 
lie had bought at a rival store. “Let me weigh 
the package,' said the grocer. The darkey 
assented, and it was found two pounds short'. 
Tile color, d gentleman looked perplexed for a 

moment, and then said, “(luess lie didn't cheat 
tlis child much; for while lie was gettiu’ de so 
gar, I stole two pair of shoes.” 

Alonzo Turner, of Auburn, was accidentally 
shot, and killed by his brother on the e.l, while 
hunting. 

in Vermont, for live years, divorces have 
numbered oue to every twenty marriages. 

The Whig considers that baugor had a won- 

derful escape on flic night ol the late ilia*, ami 
calls lor a better ordered lire department. 

We see il i* .-tab d lliat the experiments made 
in Portland prove that the most permanent 
walls are those built ol brick in cold weather 
and the mortar irozen dry soon alter the 
bricks are laid. 

Near Portland a drunken soldier was saved 
lruin freezing by his dog. The dog stood over 
him and barked until help came. 


