
THE PHOENIX JEWISH NEWS

Oppression, Hitler-Style, Menaces Jews of Egypt
As Government Seeks Scapegoat; Arrests Numerous

By Ben Samuels
(Copyright, 1948, Jewish Telegraphic

Agency, Inc.)

There are at present between
75,000 and 80,000 Jews in Egypt
of whom 35-40,000 live in Cairo,
30,000 in Alexandria and the re-
mainder in Port Said, Tanta,
Mansura and other smaller towns.

Peaceful and law-abiding, they
have for generations tried to live
in harmony with their Moslem
brethren. Members of such fam-

ilies as Cicurel, Cattaui, Mosseiri,
Suares, Rolo and Zagdun have
played a prominent part in trade
and industry, banking and public
works and in agriculture.

Only a small minority of the
Jews, however, are Egyptian citi-
zens. The majority, with a status

of “local subjects,” are stateless.
Applications for Egyptian nation-
ality, applied for after the Mon-
treux convention which brought

an end to the period of capitula-
tions, were refused. Today most
of the Jews in Egpyt live in a
state of continuous uncertainty—-
to say the least.

Shades of Hitler

This uncertainty began when
Egypt’s xenophobia became seri-
ous enough for Jewish firms to be
forced to employ Egyptian part-
ners in their businesses and for
Jewish employees in Egyptian
firms to lose their jobs in order
to make way for Egyptians.

Today, with the Government
anxious both to keep the true sit-
uation in Palestine dark and to

find a scrapegoat for a popula-
tion growing increasingly discon-
tented with its miserable social
conditions, the stringent measures

taken against the Jewish popula-
tion are reminiscent of the early
days of the Hitler regime.

The anti-Jewish campaign be-
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gan in force on May 15th, when
Arab armed intervention in Pales-
tine gave the authorities the pre-
text they needed.

i On May 13, 1948, on the eve
> of the Egyptian invasion of Pales-

> tine from the south, a royal de-
¦ cree imposed martial law over all

> Egyptian territory and appointed
Mahmud Fahmi al Noqrashi Pasha,

’ the Prime Minister, as military
! governor with almost unlimited
i powers. On the same day the

Italian School Buildings in Fuad
, al Awal Street in Cairo—a war-
t time internment camp for Italian

civilians—were made ready to
house the first batch of Jewish
“suspects.”

Many Arrested

From May 15 onwards, indis-
criminate arrests of Jews took
place in Cairo, Alexandria, and
the Suez Canal Zone. The first
large scale round-up of Jews be-
gan on May 15. Some of the peo-
ple arrested had been placed un-
der secret police supervision sev-
eral days previously.

The arrests were made on the
basis of lists prepared before-
hand by the Political Bureau. The
Egyptian authorities made dis-
crimination neither between Zion-
ists and Jews nor between local
Jews and Jews of foreign nation-
alities. Egyptians as well as Brit-
ish, Italian, Greek, French and
other foreign residents of the Jew-
ish faith were indiscriminately ar-
rested.

During the 24 hours that fol-
lowed the declaration of martial
law, 1,000 Jews (including 160
girls) were arrested in Cairo, 141
(including 28 girls) in Alexandria
and another 50 in Port Said and
Suez. On the following days and
until May 30, at least 1,000 other
Jews were jailed.

The men were put in interment
camps and the girls were held in
special places of detention under
heavy police guard. In a letter one
Jewess succeeded in sending
abroad, her internment is
described as “a painful illness in
a government hospital.”

Indiscriminate Searching

Furthermore, apart from regu-
lar police round-ups, Jews were

Lilienthal Speaks at JDC
The greatest danger to world

civilization lies not in the atomic
bomb, but in the suspicious and
bitter state of mind of the dog-

matist and extremist, David E.
Lilienthal, Chairman of the Atomic
Energy Commission, declared in a
speech delivered at the 34th an-
nual meeting of the Joint Distri-
bution Committee, the major
American agency aiding distress-
ed Jews abroad.

J.W.V. Elects Natl Head
Myer Dorfman, St. Paul, Min-

nesota, is the newly elected Na-
tional Commander of the Jewish
War Veterans of the United States,
succeeding Brigadier General Jul-
ius Klein of Chicago. Dorfman is
a Minnesota Businessman and
Navy veteran of World War I.

Hard-Times Party Set
The Hebrew Men’s Club will

have a Hard-Time Party for club
members and their friends at the
Club Alibi on January 15 .

Over 900 Jewish communities
have been reestablished in Europe
with the help of JDC.

i arrested and their houses search-t
¦ ed on the slightest pretext. The

¦ leading Arabic daily “Al Ahram,”
within a short period, reported the

! following items:

“Passengers in a train who
’ were discussing the Palestine

| question handed a lady-pas-
senger over to the police be-
cause she had spoken up in
favor of the Zionists.”

“On his way to the Almaza
airport, a Jew was arrested
and interned.”

“A policeman on duty ar-
rested a suspicious man.
When police searched his
house, Zionist pamphlets
were found.”

“Two men were arrested
late at night on the shores
of the Nile. Taken to the po-
lice, it appeared that they
were Jews. When their houses
were searched the police dis-
covered Zionist and Com-
munist pamphlets. Both men
were interned.”

“A secret police agent
arrested a Jew. The man had
the photo of the President of
so-called State of Israel.”

Property Seized

Following the imposition of
martial law, Jewish property was
placed in Government “custody.”
This order officially applied only
to Jews interned or under police
supervision. In fact, it covered all
Jewish wealth and property.

The order was later extended
to include property of Jews re-
siding, even temporarily, in Israel.
It also applied to societies and or-

ganizations, one of whose members
was a resident of Israel. In some
instances property of Jews resid-
ing in Europe was taken over.
Jewish property thus seized
amounted to several million dol-
lars.

Through the custodian of Jewish
property, the Egyptian Govern-
ment was able to lay hands on
and control large business con-

cerns and department stores be-
long to or administered by Jews —

hardly any of them even slightly
concerned with Zionism.

Symphony Seeks Players
Additional players are being au-

ditioned by the Phoenix Symphony
Orchestra to .fill chairs vacated
by musicians moving to other com-
munities, with several violin and
cello desks being vacant. Any in-
terested musician may make an ap-
pointment with Montague Machell,
personnel manager.

Israel Seeks Capital
The state of Israel will require

$2,500,000,000 capital investment
to place the incoming immigrants
on a self-sustaining basis within
the next 10 years, according to

Herschel Auerbach, director of
the Economic affairs committee of
the Zionist Organization of Amer-
ica. Auerbach added that the
Israel government hopes to raise
$1,000,000,000 from private in-
vestors outside Israel.
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Correspondent To
Speak in Phoenix

Leo Lama
Leo Lania, foreign correspond-

ent and arch foe of fascism, who
recently returned from Europe
where he witnessed the exodus of
Jewish DP’s out of the camps to
Israel, will speak Jan. 20 befbre
the Phoenix Zionist District.

Lania, now affiliated with the
Joint Distribution Committee, will
narrate his experiences in Europe
at a meeting to be held in Beth
El Auditorium.

The United Jewish Welfare
Fund is collaborating in bringing
the renowned speaker to Phoenix.

Lania, born in Kharkov, Russia,
served as an Australian army of-
ficer during World War I and, in
the 1930’s was a German journal-
ist. He lived with Hitler for 10
days while he interviewed the
fuehrer, and lived to tell his story
to the world. He also posed as an
Italian Fascist and worked at the
same desk with Mussolini, then
exposed Italy’s Duce.

Hitler’s newspaper, Voelkische
Beobjichter, denounced Lania as
one of Nazism’s most dangerous
enemies, and the German dicta-
tor ordered him slain.

After Hitler came to power,
Lania went into voluntary exile.

Several books and plays have
been written by Lania, and he has
won praise from top American
journalists, including Dorothy
Thompson and Edgar A. Mowrer.

First Argentine Food
Cargo Goes to Israel

The steamship Rio Juan has
sailed for Israel, her refrigerated
cargo loaded with 2,500 tons of
frozen meat and other foodstuffs
consigned to the -new state— the
first shipment from Argentina.

The food will be paid for from
the credit of $1,275,000 that the
Jewish Agency representatives im
New York have already establish-
ed with the National Economic
Council. Subsequent purchases are
expected to bring the Israeli dol-
lar outlay here to above $2,000,-
000.

The Rio San Juan is command-
ed by Captain Jorge Holtz who
received a blue and white Israeli
flag which will be flown with the
blue and white flag of Argentina
when the ship enters Haifa.

Goldman Assails Laws,
Says Revision Is Needed •

Frank Goldman, national pres-
ident of B’nai B’rith, made public
a statement that amendent we*
necessary to keep this country as
a refuge for the oppressed peoples
of other lands, and that the dis-
placed persons law is “discrimina-
tory.”

Goldman also expressed confi-
dence that Pres. Truman would
find a “just solution” to the Pales-
tine situation. “I believe in Pres.
Truman’s reaffirmation of the
Democratic party platform under
which the boundaries of the state
of Isreal will remain as fixed by
the United Nations, and that no
changes will be made in the ter-
ritory of Israel without consent
of Israel,” he further concluded.

Harold Goldfarb, JDC director
in Greece, has announced an ex-
panded program of trade schools
to be set up in that country.
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Unmistakably Western in style, with quality that

can’t be questioned—of course it’s a Stetson. In
the Open Road you’ll find your kind of style,

plus lightweight comfort. Come try it on today.
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