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Wilmington During The Civil War 
BY H, J. BEEKER 

Chapter 6: Economic Life In Wartime Wilmington 
Outnumbered as it was and faced 

with many almost unsurmountable 
difficulties, it was highly essential 
for the existance of the Confedera- 
cy that its economic life maitain an 

even keel. This was next to impos- 
sible. The South was essentially 
agricultural, and was dependent for 
manufactured goods upon importa- 
tion from abroad. Upon her ability 
to obtain the materials to supply 
her armies hung the failure or suc- 

cess of the young nation. When the 
ports of the South were -closed by 
the Union navy, there remained one 

possible solution to the problem: to 
run the blockade. As a result, many 
Southern ports, previously only lo- 
cally known, sprang into internatio- 
nal fame and importance. Such was 
the case with Wilmington. For al- 
most two years, Wilmington was 

the mouth of the Confederacy. 
Ideally Located 

Wilmington was ideally located 
for use as a blockade running port. 
The comparatively short distance 
from Nassau gave it a distinct ad- 
vantage. A greater one, however, 
lay In the nature of the mouth of 
the Cape Fear. At this time, there 
were two entrances to the river. 
North of Smith’s Island was New 

Inlet, and south of the island was 

the Old Inlet or Smith’s Inlet as it 
was sometime called. This situation 
made it necessary for the Union 
fleet to cover a very large area in 
order to close the port. In fact, the 
port never was closed so long as 

it remained under Confederate con- 

trol. Many of the blockade-runners 
continued their careers until the fall 
of Fort Fisher. At least one was 

captured upon arrival after the cap- 
ture of the fort, not knowing that 
the port was not still under Confe- 
derate control. 

During the early months of the 
war, while the blockade was not 
especially rigid, the runners carried 
on their business in a quite normal 
manner. Their outbound cargoes, 
were unvariably cotton, and they re- 
turned with many articles greatly 
needed by the Confederacy. Had this 
condition prevailed in 1863 and 1864, 
the history of the Confederacy 
might have been quite different. It 
did not, however, pay merchants to 
import heavy goods. Freight at Nas- 
sau was $500,000 per ton, so it was 
much more profitable to import silk 
dresses, laces, linens, quinine and 
morphine, upon which enormous 

profits were made, than heavier 
articles which were more desperate- 
ly needed by the Confederacy. The 
majority of the blockade-runners 
Here uwaeu auruau, ana rueir own- 

ers were not interested in the wel- 
fare of the country, but only in the 
available profits. During the last 
months of the war, only ships own- 
id by the Confederate government, 
and individual state such as North 
Carolina’s “Advance,” or one or two 
Southern firms, ever came to port 
with cargoes so greatly needed by 
the Confederate armies. This fact, 
however does not discount the im- 
portance of Wilmington to the Con- 
federacy. More than 400 ships dock- 
ed in Wilmington during the block- 
ade, and the total amount of tonnage 
delivered by them can only be esti- 
mated. Mr- Sprunt states that the 
value of this shipping must have 
exceeded $150,000,000. Certainly 'Wil- 
mington well deserves her honored 
place in Confederate history. 

Hall Of Fame 
The hall of fame of blockade-run- 

ner captains and ships engaged in 
the traffic to and from Wilmington 
would indeed be a long list. Some 
few- deserve special mention. The 
Lillian, of which James Sprunt was 

purser, made many successful trips. 
The R. E. Lee, Captain Wilkinson 
in command, made twenty-one trips, 
and the Siren established a record 
with sixty-four trips to her credit. 
Others, such as Tom Taylor and the 
Banshee, and Lockwood of the Kate 
of yellow fever fame, led the block- 
aders many a merry chase, and per- 
formed inestimable service to the 
Confederacy. The methods used by 
these famous ships were essential- 
ly similar. They would make the trip 
during the "first of the new moon,” 
circle to the north of the blockade- 
ing squadron, stay close to shore 
in shallow water, and race with all 
possible speed for the sheltering 

guns of Fort Fisher. It is little won- 
der that Colonel Lamb, commandant 
of Fort Fisher, was a very popular 
man with the runner crews. 

Closely connected with blockade- 
running was the much dispised prac- 
tice of speculation. It was a simple 
matter to purchase a large quanti- 
ty of some necessary material and 
merely wait for the inevitable rise 
in price. It was a method of for- 
tune making accomplished at the 

price of human misery. It would be 
comforting to believe that it was 

indulged in only by foreigners, but 
many Confederate officers were al- 
so guilty. 

Wilmington swarmed with foreign- 
ers. Young Englishmen, seeking 
their fortunes in a strange land, and 
Jews, too frail to serve in the army 
but always well able to chase the 
almighty dollar, were always busy 
and apparently prosperous. One ob- 
server said that a walk down the 
streets of Wilmington was like a 

journey from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
Some of these adventurers seem to 
have been sincere i.i their desire to 
help the Confedracy, but in too 
many cass their efforts were moti- 
vated by Durelv selfish motives. 

Normal Operations 
Wilmington railroads seem to 

have operated quite normally. Re- 
gular advertisements of their ser- 

vices app'ear in the newspapers of 
the period, and reports indicate that 
business was quite good. The divi- 
dend of the Wilmington and Weldon 
railroad quadrupled during the war, 
and the Wilmington and Manches- 
ter company paid a dividend of 
twenty-five* per cent in 1863. When 
compared to other railroads in the 
Confederacy, however, these roads 
do not appear so prosperous. Of the 
thirty-four roads appearing in the 
1863 report of the Assistant Adjut- 
ant General of the Confederate 
states, as to their capacity and con- 

dition, the Wilmington and Weldon 
rtiad the smallest freight capacity of 
all, and the Wilmington and Man- 
chester ranked pitifully near the 
bottom. The Wilmington, Charlotte 
and Rutherford line does not appear 
on the report. As the daily freight 
capacity of the Wilmington and 
Weldon road, which was the chief 
dependence of the Wilmington sec- 

tion, was only fifty tons, it does not 
appear that the city was any too 
well served by her railroads. 

Since Wilmington had no manu- 

facturing previous to the opening of 
the war, it is interesting to notice 
some of the short-lived industries 
that spring up in the city as a re- 
sult of the pressure created by the 
war. One of the most pressing needs 
of the Confederacy was for salt. At 

were established at Morehead City 
to extract salt from the sea water. 
As that city was captured in J861, 
the salt works were moved to Wil- 
mington and operated continually 
until the close of the war. When 
linseed oil for waterproofing blan- 
kets, coats, tents, etc., became 
scarce in the South, the Confede- 
rate ordnance department establish- 
ed a fishery near Wilmington to 
manufacture a substitute. The only 
deadly weapons manufactured in 
the city were swords and bayonets. 
Many of the famous Confederate 
Gray caps had their origin in Wil- 
mington. 

Not Many Industries 
With the exception of the steam 

cotton presses which were located 
just across the Cape Fear, these 
appear to have been the only in- 
dustries in operation in the city. 
This is no indication of unimport- 
ance on the part of Wilmington. 
Wilmington served the Confederacy 
in other ways that have been men- 

tioned, and unquestionably served 
well. 

Wilmington was, for most of the 
war period, the center of the block- 
ade-running into the Confederacy. 
The increase of business within the 
city as a result of this activity was 

enormous. In no other phase of the 
economic life of the city is this more 

unmistakably indicated than in the 

banking business. There was a tre- 
mendous increase in the amount of 
money handled- The increase in the 
volume of business transacted in 
the city was in direct porportion to 
the closing of other Southern ports, 

and the resulting increase in the 
importance of Wilmington as a port 
of entry. The following statements 
of dividends declared by the two 
Wilmington banks indicate this 
great boom in business: 

Bank of Wilmington Statement, 
July 25, 1865. 

Dividend No. 10—Declared Novem- 
ber 30, 1860, $22.50. 

Dividend No. 11—Declared May 
28, 1861, $422.00. 

Dividend No. 12—Declared No- 
vember 26, 1861, $630.00. 

Dividend No. 13—Declared June 3, 
1862, $552.00. 

Dividend, No. 14—Declared No- 
vember 25, 1862, $640.00. 

Dividend No. 15—Declared May 
26, 1863, $2,170.00. 

Dividend No. 16—Declared Decem- 
ber 1, 1863, $4,257.50. 

Dividend No. 17—Declared No- 
vember 29, 1864, $38,580.00. 

Commercial Bank of Wilmington 
Statement, June 24, 1865. 

Dividends declared prior to May 
20, 1861, $50.00. 

uiviaenas aeciarea since May zu, 
1861, $2,945.00. 

In regard to deposits, the Bank of 
Wilmington gave the following 
figures: 

Deposits previous to May 20, 1861, 
$5,161.80. 

Deposits since May 20, 1861, $187.- 
533.84. 

Currency Depreciates 
The purchasing power of Confe- 

derate currency depreciated great- 
ly as the fortunes of the Confedera- 
cy waned. Toward the close of the 
war, flour sold for $500 per barrel, 
shoes for $300 to $500 per pair, and 
coffee and tea for $100 per pound. 
Roughly speaking, these figures in- 
dicate an inflation of about 200 per 
cent. On such a basis, a crude com- 
parison can be made of the bank- 
ing business at the opening and 
closing of the war period. The devi- 
dend of $22.50, declared by the Bank 
of Wilmington in 1860, would possib- 
ly buy ten barrels of flour. The di- 
vidend of $38,580, declared by the 
same bank in 1865, would purchase 
more than seventy-five barrels of 
flour even at the high prices of the 
period. On this basis of cam shrdee 
period. On this basis of comparison, 
therefore, it appears that the banks 
of Wilmington showed a very con- 
siderable increase in business. 

Such was the economic life of 
Wartime Wilmington. The most out- 
standing feature of the whole phase 
of the life of the period was the 
blockade-running business. It made 
the business. It dominated the whole 
scene. It left its imprint upon the 
whole of Confederate History, and 
is the sole feature which disting- 
uished the economic life of Wilming- 
ton from that of any other South- 
ern city during the period. 

3,055Arrests Made Here 
By City Police In 1939 

The Wilmington police depart- 
ment made a total of 3,055 arrests, 
including 3,545 white and 1,510 
colored, during 1939, acocrding to 
the annual report of Police Chief 
Joseph C. Rourk submitted yester- 
day to Mayor Thomas E. Cooper, 
commissioner of public safety. 

Drunk cases led the list of vio- 
lations with 713 followed by assault 
with a deadly weapon with 176, as- 

sault on a female with 153, and liq- 
uor law violations with 148. 

Fifty-nine automobiles were re- 

ported stolen durng the year. Of 
this number 56 were found and re- 
turned to their owners. Sixty-six 
out of 184 bicycles reported stolen 
were found and returned to their 
owners. 

There were seven violent deaths, 
one murder, reported during 1939. 
Forty two gallons of non-taxpaid 
whiskey were seized and turned 
over to tlie court. Radio calls hand- 
led by the police radio system, ex- 

cluding time signals and test per- 
iods, totaled 10,617. 

Other major violations of the 
law in Wilmington during 1939 in- 
cluded: capias, 15; disorderly con- 
duct, 119; larceny and receiving, 
110; drunken driving, 91; traffic 
law violators. 110; xagrancy, 125. 

Assault cases, 75; assault with a 

deadly weapon on a female, 80; af- 
fray, 33; affray where deadly 
weapons were used, 22; assault and 

robery, 17; blue law violations 12; 
carrying concealed weapons, 18; 
discharging fire works in the city, 
2; 

Damages to property, 11; forgery, 
17; gambling, 36; highway robbery, 
17; housebreaking and larceny, 16; 
improper brakes, 19; larceny of 
automobile and receiving, 20; non 

support, 13; no state operators li- 
cense, 49; reckless driving, 80. 

First Aid Courses 
Are Planned Here 

A standard first aid course for 

adults will begin at 7 o’clock Mon- 

day evening in the Boy Scout room 

in the basement of the Kenan Me- 

morial building of the Church of the 

Covenant. 

William Troutman, Jr., will be 
the instructor, Mrs. Ida B. Speiden, 
executive secretary, Wilmington 
chapter of the American Red Cross, 
announced. 

Any persons over 17 years of age 
and having completed the second 
year of high school work, are in- 
vited to attend the course which 
will include 20 hours of instruction 
for three weeks. 

Chanting is attributed to Aai 
brose about the year 386. I 

Blakeslee Is HMi 
For ScienM 

ITHACA, N. Y„ MB 
rhe American Colle^HH iociation today h^B|if|l W. Blakeslee, sci^BHB ike Associated Pr^B|i||l ca’s foremost inter-^HuB in the news.” 

It presented Bn^RRB son Fairbanks trop^HBB nually to the indlvi^^HB 
association who “ha^BH for the interpreta^REB education to the gc^H® A citation read d^MSI 3rr of Hobart co^Bl| chairman of the asd^H that Blakeslee’s ‘‘stori^^B 
year portraying scien^H in our colleges and^H have brought prestige^® stitutions and have pl^B portant part in awak^B interest in the expan^Hf higher education.” ^B| 
Hull To Press iSm 

To 5avejyfl| 
WASHINGTON, J.HB 

Secretary Hull said t^H department was rn^®§ii 
rough survey" of t^HB British tobacco pui^fl||| 
United States with ^B||| ing everything po^Bj ■"?. 
American producers ^BBB 
foreign markets. H^Ri| 
was made after he ^B|| with Representatives^®* 
Cooley, democrats o 

The North Carolina®| 
fives, as well as tho^B tobacco producing state^B 
ing ways and means oB 
loss of the British markB 
a virtual embargo of 
tobacco announced in Lor 

Boy Scouts Complete ^Bb 
First Aid Coursd9 

Twelve members of Boy Scout 
troop No. 9 of Wilmington have suc- 

cessfully completed the junior first 
air course recently taught by Wil- 
liam Troutman, Jr., Mrs. Ida B. 
Speiden, executive secretary, Wil- 
mington chapter of the American 
Red Cross, reported yesterday. 

They include: Julian D. Belcher, 
Gerald O. Conrad, Bernard A. Cor- 
bett, Jr., Perry E. James, Jr., P. 
A. King, Jr., William E. Lassiter, 
Hugh Milton, Adolf Oterson, Jr., 
Dick Phelps, Courtland Symmes, 
Marvin L. Troutman, and Wayne 
Troutman. 
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Pt^1 ©/ (Distinguished I 
77ew Spring (fashions 

Mr. Draeger 
A Printzess 

Representative 
Will Be Here 

Tuesday 

A whole new collection of lovely 
Spring coats anil suits distin- 

guished because they are unde- 

niably smart—because they are 

tailored with precision by Print- 

zess—because they have a beauty 
of fabric and fit founded on a 

background of real craftsmanship 
and quality. Suflh richness of 

color, such luxury of detail and 

such modesty of price they will & 
please and flatter every woman. 

Don’t fail to see them. Sizes for 

misses, women, little women and 

Debs. A wonderful opportunity 
to select your Printzess coat and 

suit from a collection of smart 

new styles for sport, dress or 

casual wear. And enjoy the thrill 
of choosing your Spring coat and 

suit from a manufacturer’s com- 

plete line! 

CUP AL DISHES 
SOLD AS FRUIT DISHES 

DINNER PL SUGARS 
BREAKFAST PLATE1 CREAMERS 

ONE TABLE! 260 PIECES 
Domestic Dinnerware Priced 19c 29c 39c 48c 

The same ware as above, consisting of: Bakers, Covered Dishes, 
Platters. Worth double the price. 

ON SALE GIFT DEPT. — SECOND FLOOR 

SAME! 1,200 Pairs 
J 

r 
All new shades. V 
Three-thread sheers. \ 
Four-thread stretchy tops. 
A truly wonderful value. 
On Sale Monday Morning. 

Beautiful 

STOCKINGS 
59* 

2 Pairs for $1.10 
Despite the steady advance in 

cost of silk hosiery, we were 

able to get this special 
one-time buy. They are 

very slightly irregu- 
lars of fine quality 

hose. 

59* 

I LACE 
f CHAIR SETS 

3 Pieces 

29* 
3 pc. Tuscany lace Chair 
Sets, in two attractive 
patterns. 

(B dkitiUlanu fo. 


