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CHILD CLAIMS 
HE ATTACKED 

WIFE IN HOME 
INTERNATIONAL ANGLE 

Says Mother Threatened To 
Reveal He Was In U. S. 

Without Passport 

MAN APPARENTLY RICH 

Inquest Slated To Be Held 
At Courthouse This Morn- 

ing At 10 O’CIock 

William H. Morrison, 64, 
apparently wealthy member 
of a prominent Toronto, Ont.. 
family, was shot to death at 
the home of his wife, near 

the intersection of the Ma- 
sonboro loop and Carolina 
Beach highways, early yes- 
terday morning. 

His 13-year-old daughter, 
Zelda Deloris, told officers 
she shot and killed her 
father because he attacked 
her mother. 

International Angle 
The slaying, which occur- 

red between 2:30 and 3 o’- 
clock, brought to light last 
night a strange group of oc- 

currences that pointed to a 

case with an international 
angle. 

Deputy Sheriff' Porter Da- 
vis, who together with other 
officers investigated the 
shooting, said that Morri- 
son was brought to James 
Walker Memorial hospital at 
5:05 o’clock. He died about 
the time he was admitted to 
the hospital. 

Coroner Asa W. Allen an- 

nounced last night that an 

inquest into the death will 

(Continued on Page Ten; Col. 3) 

RUMANIA SEEKING 
MILITARY ACCORD 

Wants To Turn Balkan En- 
tente Into Pact Against 

Attack By Reds 
BUCHAREST, Jan. 21.—(A’)—Ru- 

mania is seeking to turn the Balkan 
Entente into an outright military 
alliance which would protect her 

against attack by Russia or Hun- 

gary. 
The government of King Carol, it 

was learned from excellent sources, 
opened its campaign in this direc- 
tion at a meeting on the frontier 
last Friday between Foreign Minis- 
ter Grigore Gafencu and the Yugo- 
slav Minister Alksander Cincar- 
Markovic, and will throw its full 

energy into the diplomatic struggle 
at the meeting of the Balkan En- 
tente Feb. 2. 

The Balkan Entente, composed of 
Rumania, Yugoslavia, Greece and 

Turkey, was formed after the World 

(Continued on Page Ten; Col. 6) 

I Sold A Used Car 
In Two Days 

This is just one of the many 
sales that I help make every 
day for Wilmington’s mer- 

chants. No business, home, 
farm or auto is too expensive 
for me to sell provided it is a 

good value. During each month 
I offer thousands of dollars 
worth of real values. 

CAR SOLD 
1937 Packard “6.” Repossessed— 
Can be bought for balance due, 
*255.00. Call Floyd Howell, 812. 
Howell Motor Co. 

Mr. Floyd Howell sold the 
above listed car the second day 
it was advertised You, 
too, can get your share of 

sales. Phone 2800 and 
place your Want Ad today. 

STAR-NEWS CLASSIFIED 
Ask For Ad Taker 

■■ 

$ Destroyed 
ii forth Sea; 
|1 Lives Lost 
en Merchant Ships Are 

§en{ To Bottom Or Dam- 

aged As Warfare Rages 

0B is believed sunk 

[erchant Shipping Suffers 
Off Both East And West 

Coasts Of England 
i0\DOX Jan. 21.—'-^-Britain’s 
s, acknowledged fleet loss of the 

r with Germany was disclosed 

L with an admiralty announce- 

,n; that the destroyer Grenville 

j been sunk in the North Sea by 

mine or torpedo with the probable 
=s of SI lives. 
Elsewhere, ten merchant vessels 

ere reported sunk or damaged by 

ines, explosions, collision and fire 

one of the worst Sunday's for 

lipping in weeks. 

Eight of the crew of the 1,485-ton 
'stroyer were known to have been 

lied, 13 were given up for dead, 

id 118 were saved. 
Sub Believed Sunk 

On the credit side of the British 

sritime ledger, however, was a re- 

irt by the crew cf the Norwegian 
erchantraan Xotos that a subma- 

ne attacked her unsuccessfully and 

at have been sunk. 

ucaiiiiiig a. liMitwviu x -, 

ie crew sa'id the submarine at- 
cked off Scotland Saturday. 
A loud explosion and dense smoke 
iddenly came from the submarine 
hich disappeared. The explosion 
as heard after a torpedo passed 
ie bow of the Xotos. 
The crew had taken to lifeboats 
it returned to the ship when the 
ibmarine failed to reappear. 
Merchant shipping suffered off 
oth the east and west coasts of 

ngland, in the Mediterranean and 
the North Sea. 

A distress call from the Italian 
ner Orazio, ll.flfig tons, revealed 
ie was ablaze in the Mediterranean 
ith, first reports said, 600 pas- 

[Continued on Page Ten; Col. 1) 

~WEATHER~ 
.. forecast 
°rtli Carolina. South Carolina. 

and Florida: Fair and con- 
nueu cold Monday: Tuesday inereas- 
^ cloudiness, slowly rising tempera- 

^orolegical data for the 24 hours 
ng 7:30 p. ni. yesterday). 

Temperature 
•f8;^ 2S; 7:30 a. m. 24; 1:30 p. 

jnil' 1P ni. 3(5; maximum 43; ‘g'Diinn 23; mean 33; normal 46. 
i.«A Humidity f »• «f: 7 ::;o a. m. 91; 1:30 p. <30 p. m. 40. 
rr„(nl Frc'-ipitation 
iw t!;rM-hnu” ending 7:30 p. m., 
13 -BBjj™ smce first of the month, 

Tides For Todav 

.« J;Z 
•sonboro lnlrt ...... ll^Ba 
Sunrise 5:42p 12 :fi7p 

Kp 9Mo, ‘oa: sunset, o:33p; moon- 
°--P; moonsot. 4 :48p. 

(aP<* Fear .7-.7 ....._ 

12.35 feet. 

•'athor*hT/rTr’N' J"n"ary 21.—(fl>)— 
1,1 rea» records of temperature 
P t. d h/',r Hours ending 
Pas and dseSrPal cott«n'S‘-«wing 
ration nare- 

Ipena. snm.. H'SiH Low Free. 
shfvil e , 27 14 «»-00 
Mam™r E 14 0.00 
"a'iti fi T- 35 3,1 »-°0 
irninisham '‘,kar :j0 15 0.00 

Won, fir (!ear t 12 0.00 
Uffalo aru.. 29 13 0.00 
"rlington ,1 "i. 2,1 32 0.14 
Ucajo loudy 22 11 0.05 

ncinaiu“Lv- 3S 3 0-«> 
Ireland Mn 

r 22 « «-W 
alias cL r 35 10 0.00 
fa'-nr, ea/ 32 17 WKI 
etroit Pin,,,- 55 5 0.00 

niuti,: & —- 29 ii 9-® 

Mo sl— 38 7 ii-wi 
'H'eslon eS- 27 21 0.35 
avre, clear dy-44 28 0.00 
tkswivillc -;- 0 —14 0.00 
ansas Citv ‘",dy 59 * 0.00 
tf West li ,r — 37 —2 0.00 
We fioet !'y —- 61 52 0.00 

“«Angeles n°udy 32 14 0.00 
'Neville I ndy 73 51 0.00 
e®Pllis,’ elmfriv- 22 2 °-ou 
aridian ly 2!) 13 0.00 
N. Clfl r 41 10 0.00 
'""•■St. pf ,' l- 59 41 0.00 
"'die, clnnri.’ lloudy 15 2 0.00 

Orleans It 47 20 O.Ot 
"• York elenr 

dy 43 31 0.00 

folk, ciear r 29 32 °-9() 
Htsburg], ay 38 22 0.0(1 
Hllaiicl 0r' 35 10 0.01 
0t«ana v,! c oar 45 38 0.1X1 
H'Hnion.l ,.V dear 28 12 0.01 

k|uis,’ ,.iek 38 18 O.Ot 
11 Antonio ", ----- 19 —1 0.00 

J Pranei Lcl0“dy,- 42 24 0.00 
'Aunalt. clear dy 47 39 0.0(1 

S«Pn, clear « 24 0.'* 
f^nir-r -- 50 36 0.(KJ 
nShi"gtoi, M,r 49 22 0.00 

,lr — 32 18 O.Ot dlaar __ 43 23 O.Ot 

Finds Love Despite Tragedy 

Jessie Simpson and her husband, James Steward, advertising execu- 
tive, leave Hackensack, N. J., First Presbyterian church after their wed- 
ding. Jessie is the girl who lost both her legs in a railroad accident three 
years ago. 

Civic Proposal Contest 
Considered Most Timely 

OFFER YOUR IDEA NOW 

First Of New Year Consid- 
ered Fine Time To Con- 

sider City’s Future 
_ 

The first of a New Year Is an ex- 

cellent time to consider the future 
of your city and what can be done 
to make it a bigger and better com- 

munity during t-e next 12 months. 

With this thought in mind, the 
Star-News is urging every person in 

Wilmington and southeastern North 
Carolina who is interested in the 
future of the city and territory to 

submit immediately his or her idea 
of projects which should be pushed 
to successful conclusion in an effort 
to make the community grow. 

Prizes Offered 

To encourage thinking along these 
lines, R. B. Page, publisher of the 
Star-News, is offering a prize of $25 
to the person who suggests the best 
project, §15 for the second best pro- 

ject, $10 for the third best project 
and $1 to each and every person 

suggesting a project that is incor- 
porated in the Star-News program. 

A number of projects have been 
received but a call for additional 
ones is made today as it is the 
thought of those in charge of the 
contest that the program should be 
a broad one, representing the 
thought of people from all sections 
of the city and from all classes. 

The program of projects, which 
has been pursued by the news- 

paper in the past, along with a list 
o fachieved projects, may be found 
on the editorial page and may prove 

(Continued on Page Tivo, Col. 7) 

BODY OF NAVASSA 
NEGRO IS FOUND 

Weston Apparently Drown- 
ed Or Froze To Death; 

Companion Sought 
Coroner John G. Caison, of Bruns- 

wick county, reported last night 
that the body of Fred Weston, ne- 

gro, who was lost while on a hunt- 
ing trip in the Cape Fear river with 
a companion Friday afternoon, was 

found late yesterday afternoon 
about a mile below Navassa on the 
banks of the Cape Fear. 

Weston apparently died from ac- 

cidental drowning or may have froz- 
en to death, Coroner Caison said. 
There were no marks of foul play, 
he said. 

The negro left Navassa with an- 

other by the name of Bryant about 
5 o’clock Friday afternoon on a 

hunting trip down the river and ap- 

(Coutinued on Page Two, Col. 7). 

Crippled Woman Hit 
By Auto, Picked Up, 

Dumped Into Alley 
SEATTLE, Jan. 21.—(AP)—A 

motorist struck a crippled, 71- 
year-old woman today, loaded 
her, unconscious, into his auto- 
mobile and six blocks away 
dumped her into a puddle of 
water in an alley where she was 

found some time later. She was 

not expected to live. 
The woman, Mrs. Edith Oakes, 

who walked with the aid of a 

crutch, was struck at a street in- 
tersection. The crutch, her spec- 
tacles and keys were found at 
the crossing. 

William E. Bartman surren- 
dered to police and Traffic In- 
vestigator A. J. Ruth said he ad- 
mitted he was the driver of the 
automobile that hit Mrs. Oakes. 
Bartman said he put Mrs. Oakes 
in his car to take her to a hos- 
pital but became frightened. He 
was charged with leaving the 
scene of an accident. 

BRITISH CAPTURE 
GERMAN SEAMEN 

Halts Jap Steamer And Re- 
moves 21 Men En 

Route To Japan 
TOKYO, Jan. 21.—(S’)—A British 

warship halted the Japanese steam 
er Asama Maru with a warning 
shot across her bow Saturday anc 

(Continued on Page Ten; Col. 6) 

British Trade' 
Bans Watched 
By New Deal 
Restrictions Threaten To 

Deprive U. S. Farmers 
Of Export Markets 

KEEN DISAPPOINTMENT 

Much Irritation Against 
London’s Policies Is 

Shown In Capital 
By OVID MARTIN 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 21,—(iP)— 
Administration officials are watch- 
ing with growing concern British 
imposition of import and shipping 
restrictions that threaten to de- 
prive American farmers of export 
markets upon which they are de- 

pendent for economic security. 
In her effort to defeat Germany, 

Great Britain not only has shut 
American agricultural products out 
of German markets, through use 

of the naval blockade, but is clos- 
ing the doors of her own markets. 

Back of the British action is a 

desire to conserve foreign exchange 
in this country for purchase of war 

materials and to strengthen eco- 

nomic and political ties with Allied 
and friendly nations in Europe and 
with empire countries by obtain- 
ing farm products from them. 

Keen Disappointment 
Although officials here can well’ 

understand the British viewpoint, 
the restrictions on purchases of 
farm products from this country 
have been a keen disappointment. 

They have come, too, on top of 
such matters as Britain’s censor- 

ship of American mails, the forcing 
of American ships into British ports 
they are forbidden by their own 

country’s law to enter, and Brit- 
ain's refusal to recognize the Amer- 
ican neutrality zone. 

The whole has created consider- 
able irritation, and while there has 
been no comment from the state 
department, semi- authoritative ex- 

pressions undoubtedly have made 
clear to the British embassy that 
American public opinion is being 
adversely affected. 

The British trade program has 
hit hardest American producers of 
tobacco, cotton, wheat and fruits. 
The volume of American farm 
goods gloving abroad started de- 
clining after the war started and 
in November, the latest month for 
which complete figures arc avail- 
able, it was the smallest for that 
month since the drought year of 
1934. 

"This situation is likely to con- 
tinue through much of 1940,” the 

(Continued on Page Ten; Col. 5) 

IT 

Predicts Nazi Crash 

There will be a new regime in 
Germany within eighteen months, 
according to Paul Shinkman, inter- 
nationally known newspaperman 
and author now touring America on 
a series of lectures. He draws his 
conclusions, he said, from his con- 
versations (mostly whispered) in 
Germany, Czechoslovakia and Aus- 
tria. 

REVIVAL OF DIES 
CROUP EXPECTED 

Congress May Also Take 
Action On Finnish Aid 

Proposal This Week 
--— 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 21— (JP) — 

Virtually certain revival of the Dies 
committee and probable action on 

aid for Finland highlight the con- 

gressional program for this week. 
All legislative business will be laid 

aside tomorrow when both house and 
senate will pay tribute to the late 
Senator William E. Borah at a state 
funeral. 

On Tuesday, however, the house 
is scheduled to plunge into the ques- 

tion of re-establishing its special 
committee to investigate un-Ameri- 
can activities, headed by Repre- 
sentative Dies (D-Tex). The commit- 
tee went out of existence January 3. 

Speaker Bankhead said re-creation 
of the committee was almost a fore- 
gone conclusion, but there -were in- 

dications that the committee’s past 
tactics would come in for some sharp 
criticism in debate on the question 
of re-establishing it. 

Senator Brown (D-Mich) disclosed 
that revised legislation to permit 
financial aid to Finland was being 
drafted by RFC experts, and said it 
would be whipped into shape early 
in the week. 

Details were withheld but there 
was talk that the revamped measure 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 8) 

Slight Climb In Mercury 
Is Expected Here Today 

After hitting a new low for 
the season Saturday, the mer- 

cury yesterday began a slow 
rise toward normal and weath- 
ermen threw an optimistic note 
into their forecast last night 
with tlie prediction that today 
will be slightly warmer. 

Early Saturday morning the 
mercury skidded to a record 
low of 17 degrees but yesterday 
fell no lower than 23 degrees. 

Weathermen predicted that 

the low temperature for early 
this morning will be between 
24 and 27 degrees. Today will 
be fair with rising tempera- 
tures. 

Temperatures yesterday rang- 
ed as high as 43 degrees, but 
the mean was 13 below the 
normal of 46 degrees. 

The cold wave that hit the 
city suddenly Friday night left 

(Continued on Page Two, Col. 5) 

Finn Planes 
Bomb Soviet 
Naval Depot 
Defenders Also Repulse 
Russian Attacks On Kare- 

lian Isthmus Front 

CLAIM HOSPITAL HIT 

Cloudy Skies Bring Relief 
To Finns From Exten- 
sive Soviet Air Raids 

LONDON, Jan. 21.—LB—A Reu- 
ters (British news agency) dispatch 
from Helsinki said tonight that Fin- 
nish warplanes had bombed the big 
Russian naval base at Kronstadt in 
the Gulf of Finland. 

Reuters said the Finns also had 
raided the Estonian port of Baltiski, 
where a Russian air base was es- 
tablished recently under the terms of 
a treaty between the two nations. 

ATTACKS REPULSED 

HELSINKI, Jan. 21. — W — The 
Finnish army announced today the 
repulse of Soviet Russian attacks on 

the Karelian Isthmus with ‘‘heavy 
casualties'' suffered by the invaders. 

It also reported the capture of “a 
few enemy strong points” in the 
lower part of the eastern front whiie 
private advices from above the Arc- 
tic circle said the Russian forces 
which had been retreating after cut- 
ting nearly halfway across Finland 
had braced 50 miles from the bor- 
der against the pursuing Finns. 

Civilians Killed 
As cloudy skies brought relief to 

the Finns today from the almost 
daily pounding by Russian bombers, 
the high command said two civilians 
were killed and 22 others hurt in 
yesterday’s raids and it charged a 

hospital marked with Red Cross em- 

blems was bombed. 
It said that from "enemy airmen 

who fell into our hands yesterday it 
is clear that air bases situated in Es- 
tonia are being used at ieast for air 
raids on southwest Finland.” 

Russia gained the right to estab- 
lish bases in Estonia as well as on 

Latvian and Lithuanian soil in a se- 

ries of pacts last year. It was the 
failure of negotiations for a similar 
pact with Finland for bases and oth- 
er concessions which led to the Rus- 
sian-Finnish conflict. 

In reply to the Russian air war 

the Finns said they had shot down 

(Continued on Page Ten; Co!. 2) 

MANY ARE SAVED 
AFTER SHIP BURNS 

More Survivors Of Italian 
Liner Orazio Are Sought 

In Mediterranean 

TOULON, France, Jan. 22—(Mon- 
day)—UP)—Rescue ships circled in 
the western Mediterranean early to- 

day seeking more survivors from 

among the 900 passengers and crew 

who abandoned the 11,669-ton Italian 
liner Orazio, in flames from an un- 

known cause. 

Reports reaching here after two 
French destroyers had raced to the 

(Continued on Page Ten; Col. 2) 

MARY McELROY KILLS HERSELF AFTER 
BROODING OVER RESULTS OF KIDNAPING 
KANSAS CITY, Jan. 21.— 

(AP)—Brunette Mary McElroy 
killed herself today after seven 

tragic years of brooding over 

what she termed unjust punish- 
ment of the men who kidnaped 
her in 1933. 

Police said she had taken her 
own life. They found a note 
penned in ink in the handwriting 
of the slender 32-year-old daugh- 
ter of the late H. F. McElroy, 
stormy Pendergast political ma- 

chine leader, who was ousted 
as city manager last spring. 

The note said: 
“My four kidnapers are prob- 

ably the only people on earth 
who don’t consider me an utter 
fool. 

"You have your death penalty 
now—so—please—give them a 
chance.” 

It was signed “Mary McEl- 
roy.” 

While no official comment was 
forthcoming, the note was in- 
terpreted in some quarters as 
referring to her known attitude 
of sympathy toward the fate of 
the four men who abducted her. 

Dwight Brantley, head of the 
Kansas City office of the feder- 
al bureau of investigation, said 
he had “no comment” when he 
was asked about reports that 
Miss McElroy recently had un- 
dergone renewed questioning by 
FBI agents about the kidnap- 
ing. 

Clarence Stevens, one of the 
men sought by federal agents 
as a member of the McElroy 
kidnaping gang, still is at large. 

Two of the other three kid- 
napers, Waiter and George Mc- 
Gee, brothers, are serving life 
sentences in the Missouri peni- 
tentiary. A third member of the 
gang, Clarence Click, who liv- 

ed on the farm where she was 
held prisoner, was released in 
1938 on conditional commutation 
after serving part of an eight 
year sentence. 

Police found a small calibre 
pistol identified by Henry F. Me- 
Elroy, Jr., as his sister’s, on 
the floor near the divan in the 
sunroom where Miss McElroy’s 
maid, Mrs. Inez Strange, dis- 
covered her mistress’ body short- 
ly after 9 o’clock this morning. 

A police examination disclos- 
ed powder burns on the dead 
girl’s right hand. The right side 
of her face also was burned by 
powder, indicating, officers said, 
the gun had been held close to 
her head when the fatal shot 
was fired. 

The bullet penetrated her head 
just forward of and near the 
top of her right ear. Police 
made paraffin tests which they 

said showed Miss McElroy’s 
right hand had held and fired 
the death weapon. 

Her body was clad in a gray 
lounging suit, slacks and jack- 
et. A pair of dark glasses cov- 
ered her eyes. 

Her death was the tragic end 
of seven harrowing years, be- 
ginning with her kidnaping in 
1933. Then followed the trial of 
three of her four abductors; her 
successful appeal to the gover- 
nor to commute the death sen- 
tence of one of them; the oust- 
ing of her father as city man- 

ager in the breakdown of the 
Pendergast machine last spring 
and finally her father’s death 
last summer. 

Both the maid and H. F. Mc- 
Elroy, Jr., her brother, told po- 

I (Continued on Page Two, CoL 6) 
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Pennsylvania Girl 
Shoots Father After 

Series Of Quarrels 
?. 1. PENNSYLVANIA 3IRL- 

VILLANOVA, Pa., Jan. 21— 
UP)—A 19-year-old High school 

girl slipped into a church today, 
knelt by her mother’s side i.nd 
whispered: 

“I’ve just shot father.” 
The girl, identified by Police 

Captain William E. Shaffer as 

Frances Baran, Lower Merion 
High school senior, was jailed 
on charges of aggravated assault 
and battery. 

Physicians said the father, 
Joseph, 51, was struck in the 

cheek by a bullet from a .32 

calibre revolver. They added he 

would recover. 

The police captain said the 

shooting climaxed a series of 

family quarrels. 

COOPER TO SEEK 
SI SH IN RATES 

Will Initiate Steps Toward 
Reduction In Insurance 

Charges Here 

Calling attention to the extremely 
low fire loss in Wilmington during 
1939 Mayor Thomas E. Cooper last 

night said he would initiate steps 

looking toward a further reduction 
in insurance rates here. 

The mayor pointed out that the 

total insured and uninsured loss on 

buildings and contents during the 

past calendar year was only $27,- 
901.03. The insured loss, $26,836.53, 
was the lowest for any year on rec- 

ord. 
“No complete inspection of the 

city’s fire fighting equipment has 

been made by the National Board of 

Fire Underwriters since 1935, so far 

as I am able to learn, but substan- 

tial improvements in our equipment 
have been made since that time,” 
the mayor said. 

Cooper also declared that in his 

opinion there should be a genera! 
state-wide reduction in fire rates at 

least in first class cities and towns. 

He said he was informed that Wil- 

mington’s experience as to reduced 
fire losses during the past year was 

fairly typical among cities and 
towns in the state. This fact came 

to his attention while he was en- 

gaged in making a study of the Wil- 

mington fire loss situation, the 

mayor said. 
The mayor indicated that he 

would seek a conference with Dan 
C. Boney, state insurance commis- 
sioner if any property owner does 
not receive satisfaction from insur- 
ance companies as to his rates. 

“There is a possibility of savings 
of thousands of dollars for prop- 

erty owners in Wilmington, and of 
many more thousands for owners 

throughout the state, if the rates 
can be reduced in line with the de- 
clining fire losses, Cooper declared. 

The last biennial report of the in- 
surance commissioner shows that in 
1937 fire insurance companies op- 

(Continued on Page Ten; Col. 6) 

ITALY RECOGNIZES 
WANG GOVERNMENT 
Action Taken Before Ja- 

panese-Controlled Rule 
Of China Organized 

ROME, Jan. 21.—UP)—Italy today 
officially announced virtual recog- 

nition of a Japanese-controlled gov- 
ernment of China under Wang 

Ching-Wei even before it was 

formed. 
Foreign Minister Count Galeazzo 

Ciano of Italy was disclosed to 
have offered Wang “comradely col- 
laboration” in a telegram which 

predicted "China with her great 
neighbor, Japan, will find a new 

era of prosperity and friendship.” 
Wang, former Chinese premier 

ousted from Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-Shek’s regime a year ago, re- 

plied that he appreciated “the full 
value” of Count Ciano’s message. 

Chinese circles in Rome indicat- 
ed Chiang’s government would 
seek an explanation from Ciano. 
They said the telegram might re- 

sult in a rupture of diplomatic re- 

(Continued on Page Ten; Col, 5) 


