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WILMINGTON BIDS 
FOR GREATER DAYS 

During the Thriving Thirties, especially in the latter 
years of the decade, Wilmington has made a great bid for 
prosperity, advancement and growth in the fields of manu 

facturing, construction, distribution, finance and trans- 
portation. 

Graphically a few of these ad- 

vancements are portrayed here. 

At tipper left tank cars are load- 

ed for shipment to Interior North 

Carolina at one of the large petro- 
leum distribution plants here. 

A portion of the new river road 

sponsored by Wilmington Exchange 

club which runs south from the oil 

terminals at Sunset Park is shown 

in the next photo. This road has 

opened great new indusi ial sites 

and is being tied in with Front 
street to make it an integral part 
of the city’s transportation system. 

White Ice Cream and Milk com- 

pany plant, located in the new in- 
dustrial development just west of 
the Cape Fear Country club is il- 
lustrative of the modernistic build- 
ings being erected by industry here. 

The third lock and dam on the 
upper Cape Fear river is seen at 
lower left. Completed in 1935 at a 

cost of $661,000, it finished the 
eight-foot waterway to Fayetteville 
over which 274,069 tons, valued at 
$3,519,999 passed in 1938. 

Construction again enters the 
scene at upper right where WPA 
forces are shown repaving Front 
street in the largest WPA project 
ever carried out in the state. 

The Inland waterway from Beau- 
fort to Cape Fear river, which 
gave Wilmington access to the 12- 
foot channel, was completed in 
1932. One of the many large tows 
which pass over the channel each 
year is shown in the second photo 
from the top right. 

Erection of the Ethyl-Dow Chemi- 
cal company plant and its subse- 
quent expansion programs have 

1 
played a large part in the construc- 
*- 
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tion picture here and the plant It- 
self now plays a big part in the 
manufacturing picture. 
(Aerial Photo Courtesy Fairchild 
Aerial Survey) 

One of the greatest expansions in 
any business in Wilmington has 
been experienced by the Cape Fear 
Terminal company. With storage 
capacity of 20.000,000 gallons of 
gasoline, the terminals are the larg- 
est on the Atlantic seaboard. At 
lower right one tanker discharges 
while two more wait in the stream 
for an opportunity to get to the 
mooring dolphins. 

These are only a few of the many 
advances which have been made 
during the decade which, despite a 
depression at its beginning, was, on 
a whole, a prosperous one for Wil- 
mington. The final year of the de- 
cade, 1939, was a good one for j 
business in all fields ^nd prospects 
for 1940 look better than those for 
the year just past. 

And now Wilmington looks a 

new decade in the face ... a new 
decade in which it can continue its 
growth and expansion which have 
increased in rapidity in the past 
several years. Like 1930, the year 
1940 looks good for business but 
there is this vital difference; In 
1930 the nation as a whole was in 
the grip of a severe depression. In 
1940 it is optimistically looking for- 
ward to better times and better 
business. 

Financial institutions, filled with 
money which they are .ready to 
loan for good business ventures, of- 
fer an avenue of financing unpa- 
ralleled in the history of the na- 
tion. The banks are in the best 
condition they have ever been and 
with business on the uprise they 
are ready to go. 

So, from the Thriving Thirties 
Wilmington gives promise of emerg- 
ing into the Fabulous Forties, with 
its business feet on solid ground, its 
business mind cleared after confu- 
sion and ready to go forward and 
upward to new and better days. 
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