
REV. W. W. AW T 
DIES IN COLUMBUS 

Succumbs At His Home Neai 

Cerro Gordo Following 
Lengthy Illness 

WHITEVILLE, March 14. — The 

Rev. Waitus W. Avant, 81, a minis- 

ter in Columbus and Horry coun- 

ties for the past 50 years, died at 

his home near Cerro Gordo this 

morning at 4 o’clock following a 

lengthy illness. 
Funeral services will be held 

from the Cerro Gordo Holiness Tab- 

ernacle, which the Rev. Mr. Avant 

helped to build and which he had 

served as pastor for many years, 

Friday afternoon at 8 o’clock. The 

Rev. Homer Butler, of Clinton, as 

sisted by the Rev. Vance Rich, oi 

Garland, both Holiness ministers, 

will conduct the' services. 
Interment will follow in the Por- 

ter Swamp cemetery. 
Active pallbearers will be grand- 

sons of the deceased: H. G. Avant, 

Jr., W. D. Turlington, Allen Tur- 

lington, Earl Avant, Ralph Avant 

and George Thomas Avant. 

Born in the Gallivant s Perr> 

section of Horry county, S. C., the 

Rev. Mr. Avant moved with his 

family to the Cerro Gordo area 

in 1896, and has lived there since 

that time. He was held in high 
esteem in all sections in which he 

was known, and was greatly be- 

loved by all the people among whom 

he had served as a minister. 
Besides his widow, Rev. Avant 

is survived by the following chil- 

dren: Homer G. Avant and Pierce 

K. Avant, of JVhiteville; Mrs. Hen- 

ry Edwards, of Cerro Gordo; Mrs. 
Ellen Altman, of Whiteville; Oscar 

Avant, of Florence, S. C.; Mrs. 
Tallie Horne, of Chadbourn. In ad- 

dition, a number of grandchildren 
and several great-grandchildren are 

among the survivors. 

BAPTIST WOMEN 
HOLD ELECTION, 

CLOSE MEETING 
(Continued from Page One) 

transportation; Mrs. W. C. Nichols, 

badge; Mrs. E. H. Pope, luncheon; 

Mrs. J. G. Middleton, exhibit; Mrs. 

Jennie Muse and Mrs. W. Grant, 

postoffice and information; Miss 

Margaret Russ, usher; Mrs. L. F. 

Gore, decoration; Miss Helen 

Smith, music; and Mrs. Leon Fu- 

trelle, finance. 
“The Fundamentals of the TV.M.- 

jj.” was the subject discussed by 
Miss Juliette Mather, of Birming- 
ham, Ala., at yesterday morning’s 
session. 

Miss Mather urged the delegates 
to be more steadfast in the funda- 

mental organizational purposes of 

prayer, missionary study, Bible 

study, and missionary education for 

young people. 
Devotionals were given at this 

morning’s session by Miss Marjorie 
Spence, of Temuco, China, and Dr. 

Sydnor L. Stealey, of Raleigh- 
Other speakers were: Miss Eliza- 

beth Hale, of Shanghai, China; Mrs. 

T. M. Pittman, of Raleigh; Mr.:. 

Forest C. Freezor, of Raleigh; Mrs. 

J. G. Boomhour, of Raleigh: Mrs. 

C. L. Greaves and Mrs. J. S. Farm 

er, of Raleigh. 

Newest Type Navy Fleet Tug 

The Navajo, newest navy fleet tug, recently commissioned, visits 
the Washington, D. C., navy yard. This is the new type tug adopted 
as ail auxiliary craft. Note the gun high in front, near the bridge, with 
which it can give a good account of itself if necessary. 

NAZI, ITALIAN AND 
RED BLOC PROPOSED 
(Continued from Page One) 

an extremely well-informed, non- 

official informant told the Associat- 

ed Press today. 
The pledge, which probably will 

be documented soon, may enable 

Nazi diplomats to wean Rumania 

away from the French-British Al- 

lies and steer her into a non-ag: 
gression pact with Russia. 

Negotiations Evidenced 
There were unmistakable evi- 

dences that negotiations of some 

sort were in progress bet-ween Mos- 
cow and Bucharest. German, Rus- 
sian and Rumanian sources denied 
that the secret negotiations are 

centered here, but there were indi- 
cations that Berlin is, at least, in- 
volved to some degree. 

One interesting factor is the pres- 
ence of a Rumanian general in 
Berlin. Ostensibly he is here to con- 
fer on extension of the German- 
Rumanian trade treaty to Ger- 
many's Bohemia-Moravia protecor- 
ate, but why a military envoy 
should do this has not been ex- 

plained. 
Bucharest sources say a Ruman- 

ian commission of high army offi- 
cers is in Berlin. 

German officials and spokesmen 
at the Rumanian legation here 
have declined to comment on the 
situation. Other well-informed per- 
sons, however, hint that something 
is in the wind, and one went so far 
as to say today the current week 
would “furnish political foundations 
for Germany’s military victory.” 

Factor 
The Rumanian question, this in- 

formant said, was a factor in the 
situation. 

The German press, reflecting the 
trend of Nazi diplomacy, used the 
new Finnish-Russian peace as a 
tool with which to hammer away 
at the small neutral nations of 
southeastern Europe, urging them 
to cut loose from the Allies while 
they can. 

Charging that Britain and France 
have “used" the Czechs, Poles and 

Finns “through empty promises of 

aid,’’ Adolf Hitler’s Volkischer Beo- 

bachter advised small countries to 

examine, in their own interests, the 

difference between the Russlan- 
Finnish peace terms and Russia’s 

original demands upon Finland. 
"Finland could have had peace 

with Soviet Russia much more 

cheaply,” the Volkischer Beobach- 
ter said. “Now. however, it has 
learn the same lesson" (which 
Czecho-Slovakia and Poland had to 
learn.) 

“We are eager,” the newspaper 
went on, “to see whether other 
lands finally will take the bitter 
lesson to heart." 

Nachtausgabe, while not speaking 
with the same authority as the 
Volkischer Beobachter, put the 
same thought even more bluntly: 

“Whover has depended upon Brit- 
ain,” it said, “must basically revise 
his political calculations. That is 
the fate of Finland. That is also 
the fate of the northern states 
which have just escaped with a 
whole skin out of a decades-long, 
falsely oriented foreign policy. Many 
other neutral states have just time 
enough to reflect.’’ 

Mrs. Susan rhillips 
Succumbs In Onslow 

Mrs. Susan Phillips, 91, died at 
her home at Hubert, in Onslow 

county, yesterday, relatives here 
were advised. 

Funeral services will be held from 
the graveside in the Hubert ceme- 
tery this afternoon at 3 o’clock. 

Mrs. Phillips is survived by the 
following children, Robert, Bernie, 
Major and Wilbur Phillips, Mrs. K. 
C. Reed, of Hubert, and Mrs. J. A. 
Phillips, of Jacksonville, Fla.; and 
the following grandchildren, Mrs. F. 
J. Garner, Mrs. A. B. Riggs and Dan 
Phillips, of Wilmington, Mrs. C. H. 
Risley, of Jacksonville, Fla-, and 
Mrs. Martha Yomans, of Hubert. 
Several great grandchildren also 
survive. 

■' 

TEACHER PENSION 
PLANS SUPPORTED 

Officers Of Education Body 
Pledge Aid In Seeking 

Retirement Fund 

RALEIGH, March 14.—(3*)—Two 

officers of the North Carolina Edu- 

cation association pledged militant 

support tonight, at the opening of 

the association’s 56th annual con- 

vention, of proposals to establish a 

retirement fund for teachers and to 

boost teachers’ salaries. 

Approximately 3,000 school teach- 

ers, principals and superintendents 
attended the opening meeting, in 

Memorial auditorium here. The con- 

vention will continue through Sat- 
urday. 

Dr. J. Henry Highsmith, presi- 
dent, and Jule 3. Warren, secre- 

tary, both of Raleigh, told the as- 

sociation members that the retire- 
ment plan and salary increases 
should be considered “must’’ legis- 
lation by the general assembly ol 
10-4 1 

Both indicated that they expect- 
ed the association to go on record, 
in formal resolutions, as endorsing 
higher pay and pensions. 

After discussing legislative aims 
of the association, Dr. Highsmitk 
launched out in a vigorous attack 
on what he described as over-em 
phasis of competitive athletics ir 
high schools and colleges. 

The over-emphasis, he said, is re 
fleeted in the number of footbal 
and basketball games played bj 
high schools in regular schedule: 
and tournaments. 

He also charged that "some col 
leges in the state” had promote: 
basketball tournaments of hlgl 
school teams, without regard t: 
the physical welfare of the stu 
dents, and designed to "attract’ 
boys and girls to the institution. 

The colleges have done this, hi 
added, "without the request or sug 
gestion of some of us.” 

Last year, one high school girls 
team played 43 match basketbal 
games, he said, and "counted it 
apparently, a great achievement. 

"Football is emphasized in hlgl 
school and college beyond anythinj 
which can be justified educational 
ly,” Dr. Highsmith said. "It shoul: 
be unnecessary to suggest tha 
those activities such as footbal 
and boxing particularly, whicl 
have no considerable carry-ovei 
value, should receive far less em 
phasis than that being accorde: 
them in some places at the presen 
time. A well-planned intra-mura 
program which takes in every stu 
dent is far more valuable and fai 
less expensive." 

Warren told the 3,000 schoo 
teachers and administrators tha 
“salaries should be increased to thi 
end that we can attract to thi 
classrooms and retain in them thi 
the best young people in thi 
state.” 

me salaries or teachers in thii 
state are too low,” agreed Dr. High 
smith. “It is generally admitted 
even by those who oppose any in 
crease in taxes, that teachers ar< 
underpaid, and that salaries shoulc 
be increased. Perhaps the presen: 
scale is about as high as it cat 
be made without additional funds 
but it is too low. It should be rais 
ed, not in terms of restoration t< 
the 1929 level, but to the level ol 
adequacy, whatever that leva 
proves to be.” 

Dr. Highsmith added that the as 
sociation should not think of sala 
ries in terms of the 18,000 whit< 
teachers in North Carolina, but ir 
terms of the 24,500 white, Indian 
and negro teachers. 

The association president, dls 
cussing a proposed pension plan 
said “there is every reason for in 

sistence upon this degree of se- 

curity for the nearly 25,000 teach- 

ers and administrators in this 

state.” 
The same view was expressed by 

Warren, who said: “A retirement 
law should be one of the pieces 
of ‘must’ legislation, in the think- 
ing of all of those interested in the 
continued improvement of schools. 

The two officers were not agreed, 
however, on the stand which they 
said they believed the association 
should take on teacher tenure. 

Warren said many teachers were 

dismissed annually for political or 

whimsical reasons, and that legisla- 
tion should be considered to protect 
the jobs of teachers who are doing 
satisfactory jobs. 

“Dr. Highsmtth asserted that 
tenure "is not one of the problems 
upon which attention and emphasis 
should be focused now. There are 

other problems which demand solu- 
tion and which more vitally and 
more immediately affect our pro- 
fession.” 

COOPER OPPOSES 
ROAD DIVERSION 

(Continued from Page One) 
told newsmen, "for the simple rea- 

son that with $5 tags and lower gas- 

oline taxes there won’t be any sur- 

plus to divert. 

"There is no sense in the state’s 

taking from a selected class of tax- 

payers more than it needs,” he con- 

tinued. "Back in the last legislature 
the state was faced with an emer- 

gency. It couldn’t carry out its es- 

sential functions without diverting 
highway funds, and I wired Gover- 
nor Hoey endorsing his stand on the 
matter. But there is no need in the 
future for such emergencies in the 
state’s business. Under proper ad- 
ministration and with proper fore- 
sight, they can be avoided, and any 
possible need for diversion can be 
averted.” 

firtVijcfcrelwf JH BC works last and hurry. That's why it's one 0fl°S “ I 
selling remedies ot its J he Usl«l 
American market. Relieves neuralgia, muscular aches anH ^ 
a sedative in simple nervousn “'V' as directed on pack-e r 
Physician when pains « 

frequently. 10c 6 25c sizes, 
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BUDGET 
BALANCERS 

BETTER SHOES FOR LESS MONEY 
Top: Growing Girls' white elk Dutch Growing Girls’ Dutch Boy. Bro wn end 
Boy, brown trimmed. Red rubber sole. white Nu-Buck. Red rubber sole. A and 
Sires 4 to 8, $2. Sires 12‘/r to 3, $1.79. C widths. Sizes 4 to 8, $2.8$. 
Reading clockwise: Misses’ patent Pla- Boys’ black leather oxford. Long-wear- 
teau, double side gore pump. C width. ing soles, rubber heels. Sizes l to 3'/z, 
Sires l2Vi to 3. $1.79. Growing Girls’ $2. Boys”black or brown antique-finish 
patent T strap, sandal. A A to C width. oxford. Leather sole, rubber heel. B and 
sizes 3Va to 8, $2. Sires 12'/jto3,$1.79. D widths. Sizes 2'/j to 5'/r. $2.30. 

106 North Front Street Copyright 1940 
Merit Shoe Company 

a 

RED LABEL ) 
BLENDED WHISKEY • 

J 

75c: 
FULL PINT 

1.45 
FULL QUflST 

r 

"Wilmington's Original Cut-Rate Drug Store" 

Friday & Saturday Specials 
FEEN-A'MINT 

The Delicious 
CHEWING GUM 
LAXATIVE 

25« SIZE 19C 

50c BOX _ 

PABLDM ! .ic 
100 BAYER 3333 
ASPIRIN 59t 
25c BOX 3 

~ 

Calotabs , 17c 
40c FLETCHER’S 

~ 

^ 
Castoria . flic 

LARGE SIZE 

JQJQjm Flashlight 
Ulrica Batteries 

vfi. 2c 
$1.25 BOTTLE a 

Petrolager . OiJ 
S«c SIZE 

rEPSODENT 

I REGULAR 50e SIZE 1C 
WITH PURCHASE OF 
REGULAR BOTTLE AT .. OVC 

whue 
o Jt A 

they lasti 2 BOTTLES FOR 

$Ij I 
(olednc 

Toasts Two Slices of 
'Bread at the Time :j 

4 <* 

PINT PURE 

Witch Hazel . . 19 c 

LB. STERILIZED HOSPITAL 

COTTON .... 19c 
DOZEN PURE 5 GRAIN 

ASPIRIN'. ... 5c 
$1.25 BOTTLE 

Caroid & Bile 
Sails Tablets 

100’s 

89c 

25c EXELENTO 1 
f 0y jj 

Hair Dressing 1 * 
25c Box 

ANACIA Dozen Tablets 1 # ^ I 
FRENCH’S ^ f0 

Bird Seed 2 for *Jje 
PKG.13c ) 


