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MUSSOLINI. HITLER STRENGTHEN AXIS AT PARLEY 
NAZIS BELIEVE ITALY 
RUDY TO JOIN THEM 
WHEN NEEDED IN WAR 

CONFER IN RAIL CAR 

Germany Also Expects Ex« 
tension Of Rome-Berlin 

Axis To Moscow Soon 

‘SAFETY RING’ IS SEEN 

Berlin Hears Von Ribben- 
trop Plans To Confer 
With Premier Molotoff 

BY LOUIS P. LOCHNER 
BERLIN, March IS. — (TP) — A dolt 

Hitler and Benito Mussolini held a 

sudden, momentous conference in a 

railway car on their common frontier 
at the Brenner Pass today from 
which Germany emerged with these 
certain expectations: 

1. That Italy is ready to join the 
European war actively on Germany’s 
side if and when needed, and 

2. That the Rome-Berlin axis 
would be extended to Moscow soon, 
perhaps before the week is over. 

German-Italitm aims for remold- 
ing Europe will be endorsed by Mos- 
cow, excellently-informed sources 

said, as a third partner. Germany 
does not expect, however, that Rus- 
sia will become a belligerent. Rather, 
she is looked upon as a great store- 
house of raw materials. 

Enlists itaiy s Am 

(In Rome, where the only official 
comment on the conference was that 
it was "cordial,” neutral observers 
believed that Hitler enlisted Iialy's 
aid to seal a "safety ring” around 
Germany, perhhps by peutralizing 
the Balkans against a British-French 
war offensive by making a series of 
pacts with the small southeastern 
ountries.) 
As details of the spectacular meet- 

ing in II Duce’s private car at Bren, 
nero, on the Italian side of the fron- 
tier, trickled through to Berlin, it 
appeared that the two statesmen 
agreed that Italy would join the war 

on Germany’s side if it should be- 
come desirable for her to abandon 
her present status in which she is 
“not neutral and yet not waging 
war.” 

Until such time, it was said, Italy 
would lose no opportunity to demon- 
strate to the western powers that 
she is Germany’s ally economically, 
politically and ideologically. 

The two statesmen were under- 
stood to have agreed that an Italian- 
Russian rapprochement must come 

(Continued On Page Three; Col. 5). 

CURTISS- GHT 
AND ATI MERGE 

Plan Oi Union Will Be Sub- 
mitted To Stockholders 

Within Three Weeks 
NEW YORK, March 18. — UP) —> 

A $165,000,000 merger of Curtiss- 
Wright Corp., one of America's 
largest aircraft manufacturing com- 

panies, and the Atlas Corp., one o£ 
the nation’s principal investing com- 

panies, was announced tonight by 
the management of the two giant 
corporations. 

Floyd B. Odium, 48-year-old fi- 
nancier, who built up the Atlas 
Corp. in ten depression years to its 
present $60,000,000 market-value sta- 

(Continued on Page Three, Col. 3) 

Two Used Bedroom 
Suites Wanted ... 
Proof? 

EXTRA SPECIAL! SLIGHTL'S 
used 7 pc. walnut bedroom 
suite. (Original price $200). 
Now only- $59.50. Home Fur- 
niture Co., 23 Market St. 

The above ad ran Sunday and 
the Suite was sold by 9:30 
Monday morning; two other 
people came to buy the suite 
before 10 o’clock. This is only 
one of the many quick re- 

sult getting ads that are pub- 
lished in the Star and News 
Want Ads every day. 

Use Want Ads to buy, sell, 
hire, rent for quickest re- 
sults at least possible cost. 

Call 2800 To 
Start Your Want Ad 

Charge It 

* ~ % 2 % * ★ ★ ★ ★★★ 

Slash In jy^acco Acreage Forecast 
22 Per Cent 
Cut From ’39 
Planting Seen 
Acreage Is Expected To Be 
Nine Per Cent Below The 

1928-38 Average 

GIVE state outlooks 

Department Of Agriculture 
Sets Cultivation At 1,- 

524,000 Acres 

WASHINGTON, March IS.—<iP)— 

j p tobacco acreage 22 per cent 

below that for last year and 9 

,t, Cem under the 1929-38 aver- 

,vas forecast today by the ag- 

j-.jiture department. 
March 1 reports from producers, 

[>f department said, indicated 

rwjje* would total 1,524,000 
'as against 1.942,200 acres 

tear. 

‘The reduction from 19<39, the 

department reported, ‘‘is largely 
accounted for by the reported sharp 
curtailment in acreages of flue- 

cnred and burlev tobacco. Increases 

are indicated for the dark-fired 

opes and cigar tobacco, while in- 

dicated acreages of the dark air- 

cared types and Maryland tobacco 

remain practically unchanged from 
last year. 

"Flue-cured plantings are about 
! per cent below the 10-year av- 

erage, firecired 31 per cent be- 
ta, hurley 3 per cent below, dark 
air-cured 22 per cent below and 
Maryland 4 per cent above. The 
prospective acreage of cigar tobac- 
co of all classes is about 3 per 
cent below average.” 

The department forecast acre- 

ages of the various types by 
sates as follows: 
Flue-cured—Virginia (Old Belt), 

59.000 acres. 32 per cent decrease; 
Forth Carolina (Old Belt), 228,000 
acres. 26 per cent decrease; East- 
ern North Carolina, 66,000 acres 

!! per cent decrease; South Caro- 
Ena, 98,000 acres, 30 per cent de- 
crease; Georgia, 78,000 acres, 38 
per cent decrease; Florida, 55,000 
acres, 45 per cent decrease. 

Fire-cured—Virginia, 22,400 acres, 
unchanged: Kentucky, 19,600 acres. 

Per cent decrease; Tennessee, 
if.?00 acres, 5 per cent increase; 
total Clarksville and Hopkinsville, 
“5,800 acres, 2 per cent increase: 
Kentucky (Paducah) 20,600 acres. 
! Per cent decrease; Tennessee 
(Paducah), 6.000 acres, 7 per cent 
increase; total Paducah, 26,600 

(Continued On Page Three; Col. 1) 

! LIBRARY PROBLEM 
BELIEVED SOLVED 

C'ty, County Boards Tenta- 
tively Decide To Pur- 

chase Book Stacks 
— 

Apparently, the problem of how 
e Public library can be supplied 

* n new metal book stacks was 

following the meeting of the 
'®nty commissioners yesterday 
"if moon. 

trustees of the library ap- 

t w 

^ before the board with a 

Sgestion that the sticks be rent- 
an,l that the rent be repaid to 

tw 
rcnterp through the city and 

JJM5’ obligating themselves to re- 

'Continued on Page Four, Col. 5) 

"Weather 
North c„» P0RECAST 

ilirtth- e„n'‘ ln:*: Mostly cloudy and 
hit l)orii,’„ Z Preceded by showers in 

slightly warmer 
8^35" " ednesday fa‘r' 

iWing60;^!?gica' da,a for the 24 hours 
•uU P. m. yesterday). 

1:30 Temperature 
J: 77; '7l««a3; 7:30 a. in. 51; 1:30 p. 
''•iaiuin "ai.*1, m- ®1; maximum 77; 

mean 64; normal 54. 
»1:3,1 a. m **' 31; 7S8; 7:3,1 a- m. 77; 1:30 p. •™ p. ni. 48. 

Total for p«mipitati0n 
S'; total fi'ldine 7:30 p. m„ 

inches. nce *,,st °* the month, | 
Tides For Today 

“taington High Low 
I. 5:40a 0:39a 

S0I1Wo inlet 6:lnP 1:13P lnmt- 3:19a 9:53a 
Jtise 617t 3:56p 10:16p f inn'e' SUI1Spt 6:23p; moon- 1 moonset 2:58a. 

U'Uld 0u Page Three; Col. 5) 
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They See The Sun Again 
I k, :C '•-• yy TVy™ ^.OMM.V• t.^v.v. .vy. 

Faces blackened, huddled in the mine cars which brought them back from death, these miners are 
pictured shortly after being rescued from the blasted Willow Grove mine at Bellaire, Ohio. Though 113 
survived the explosion, at least eight were killed, and all hope has been abandoned for 65 others. 
-4r -- 

MINE BLAST TOLL 
MAY CLIMB TO 73 

Crack Rescue Squads Bore 
Through Fallen Rock, 

Brave Deadly Gas 

ST. CLAIRSVILLE, O., March 18 

—CP)—No longer expecting to find 

life, crack rescue squads bored 

steadily through fallen rock and 

deadly gas tonight to reach 65 men 

entombed in the blast-torn Willow 

Grove coal mine. 

With eight men alreadv known 

dead, the toll of Saturday’s blast was 

expected to reach 73. 

It may be tomorrow before the 
squads break through the last of a 

1,000-foot heap of debris and enter 
the area where the miners were 

trapped. 
More than 100 men, most of them 

either gassed or injured, were res- 

cued a few hours after a terrifying 
explosion struck the “drift” mine 
near the Ohio-West Virginia border. 

Six bodies were found today. They 
were identified as John Marks, Ross 
McFadden, Constantine Daroma, 
Harry Klee, William Gardner and 
Elmer Clerk. John Richards, mine 
superintendent, and Tipple Boss 
Howard Sanders were killed by g;-s 

(Continued On Page Three; Col. 1) 

Improvement Of Section 
Of Highway 17 Planned 

-A. 

WILL COST $125,000 

Work Of Widening Dixon- 
Hollyridge Link To 20 

Feet To Start May 1 

A contract for improvements on 

U. S- highway 17 from Dixon in On- 
slow county to the Pender county 
line near Hollyridge, to cost be- 

tween $125,000 to $150,000, will be 

let in the next few days by the State 

Highway and Public Works commis- 

sion, E. V. Webb, district highway 
commissioner at Kinston, yesterday 
informed the Wilmington chamber 

of commerce. 

Work on the paving project will 

be started on or about May 1 and 

is expected to be completed in Octo- 

ber or November. 

One Section Widened 
A ten-mile stretch of highway 17 

from Jacksonville to Dixon was 

widened last summer and the new 

improvements will consist of the 

widening of an additional ten-mile 

stretch two feet on each side to a 

width of 20 feet. When completed, 
the entire stretch of highway from 

Wilmington to Jacksonville will be 

of standard width. 

In replying to Mr. Webb’s state- 

ment yesterday, Louis T. Moore, 

manager of the chamber of com- 

merce, expressed the appreciation of 

the city on the further improvements 
of tie highway. 

Commissioner Webb stated that 

when the contract is let it will be 

stipulated that the contractor will 

be required to maintain traffic 

(Continued on Page Four, Col. 4) 

PENDERGAST GANG 
FIGURE SENT CED 

Matthew S. Murray Given 

[Two Years For Evading 
U. S. Income Taxes 

KANSAS CITY, March 
Matthew S. Murray, two-job wheel- 

horse of the Pendergast democratic 
machine, was sentenced today to 

serve two years in federal Pns°" 

evading income taxes, and another 

machine lieutenant, R- Emm 

O’Malley, came back from prison to 

face two state bribery indictments 
Murray, 56-year-old, scholarly-ap 

pearing engineer, was the 

jor Pendergast figure to stand tna 

on tax dodging charges and the 

sixth to be sentenced. 
The gray-haired executive, 

quit under fire as Missouri s WPA 

administrator and Kansas City s 

(Continue On Page Three, Col. 4) j 

Employe Vote Planned 
In G. M. C. Factories 

DETROIT, March 18.—(/P)— 
The largest employe election in 
the history of the national la- 
bor relations board, involving 
some 125,000 workers in Gen- 
eral Motors corporation plants, 
will be held April 17. 

In most plants G. M. em- 

ployes will be offered a ballot 
choice of the United Autorno- 

.bile workers (CIO), the Unit- 
ed Automobile Workers (AFL) 
or neither union. 

Date tor the voting was an- 

nounced today by Frank H. 
Bowen, Detroit regional NLRB 
director in charge of arrange- 
ments for the election. Votes 
will be cast within the plants 
during working hours, and bal- 
lots will be counted the fol- 
lowing day, he said. 

DEFENSE DRAFTED 
BY CHAMBERLAIN 

Prime Minister Will Seek 
To Justify His Policy In 

Address Today 
LONDON, March 18—(.3?)—A calm 

defense of his national government 

against rebellious criticism in the 

house of commons was prepared to- 

night by Prime Minister Chamber- 
lain as Britain sought some diplo- 
matic counter-stroke to the Rome- 
Berlin axis conference at Brenner 

Pass. 
The prime minister, energetic to- 

day on his 71st birthday, faces the 
most serious opposition of his term 
tomorrow when he speaks in com- 

mons seeking to justify his policy. 
Not only must he explain con- 

duct of the war but informed 

(Continued on Page Four, Col, 4) 
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Senate Passes 
Hatch Bill On 
58 To28 Vote 
Measure Would Bar Ap- 
proximately 500,000 State 

Workers From Politics 

PLAN SENT TO HOUSE 

Speaker Bankhead Tells 
Reporters He Is Not In 

Favor Of Legislation 
By RICHARD L. TURNER 

WASHINGTON, March 18—(iP)— 
The new Hatch bill, barring some 

500,000 state employes from politics, 
was passed by the senate today with 
an unexpected, two-to-one majority 
and sent to the house, where a high- 
ly uncertain future lay before it. 

The vote, 58 to 28, surprised even 

the measure’s principal sponsors. 
The republican membership lined 
up solidly behind the measure, as 

had been expected, while numerous 
democrats who had voted with the 
opposition on various preliminary 
tests turned on the final roll call tc 
the bill’s support. Most members 

I from the south persisted in their op- 
position to the last. 

Extension Of Act 
The bill is an extension of the 

original Hatch act which applies tc 
federal workers. It would forbri 
state employes, paid in whole or ir 
part by federal funds, to engage ir 
political activities. As the admin 
istrator of the proposed law, the 
civil service commission would in 
vestigate complaints and if thev 
were found justified would order the 
dismissal of the offending employe 
Unless the latter were fired, federal 
funds to the amount of twice his an 

nual salary would be withheld from 
the state or locality involved. The 
employe would have the right o] 

appeal to the courts. 
In addition, written into the bil 

by the opposition is a proviso tha 
no individual may make campaigi 
contributions of more than $5,000 ir 
any year—a clause which the oppon- 
ents hoped would make the bill si 

distasteful as to assure its ultimati 
defeat. In fact, they fought the bil 
tooth and nail until that amendmen 
was adopted. 

Another major amendment wa: 
written into the bill shortly befon 
its passage. Proposed by Senato: 
Byrd (D-Va), it would forbid an; 
holder of a government contract ti 

make a contribution to a politica 
party upon penalty of $5,000 fine c: 

five years imprisonment. In somi 

cases, Byrd said, government con 

ttractors have made contribution^ 
which could be "considered ai 

bribery.” 
In the house the bill has opposi 

tion in important places. The mea 

sure must first go through the 
judiciary committee, where it con 

cededly has many enemies. Then 

(Continued On Page Three; Coi. 5 

Trial Of John Saunders 
Started In Court Here 

Trial of John Saunders, charged 
with four counts of false pretense 
in connection with the operation oi 
a purported publishing house, op- 
ened in New Hanover superior 
court here yesterday afternoon and 

I was still under way when court re^ 

j cessed last night. Judge John J 
Burney is presiding. 

Saunders, as in recorder’s court 
is acting as his own defence coun 
sel. 

The only two witnesses intro 
duced yesterday were Edward J 

Taylor, postoffice inspector, am 

Miss Edna Mae Lewis, who signei 
one of the four warrants on whici 
Saunders is now being tried. 

Taylor testified that shortly afte 
Saunders’ arrest he heard him sa; 
he took the money given him fo 
bonds and deposited it in a bank at 

count from which he was operatin 
the “publishing business.” 

Miss Lewis said Saunders hire 
and required her to post a $50 cas 

(Continue On J’age Three; Col. 4 
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Axis Partners Confer 

HITLER AND MUSSOLINI 

Hitler Enlists Italy’s 
Help In ‘Safety Ring’ 

REQUESTS OTHER AID 

Official Announcement Of 
Talk At Brennero Em- 

phasizes Cordiality 
By RICHARD G, MASSOCK 

ROME, March 18— (JP>—A d o 1 f 

Hitler, in a two and a half hour 
conference with Premier Mussolini 
today was believed by neutral ob- 
servers to have enlisted the aid of 
his non-belligerent ally in neutraliz- 
ing a “safety ring” around the 
Reich. 

The German fuehrer also was be- 
lieved by these observers to have 
sought assurance that if Germany 
starts an offensive against France’s 
Maginot line and loses hundreds of 
thousands of soldiers thereby, Italy 
would then consider the question of 

throwing her military weight in 
the Nazi scales. 

Reply Not Known 

Mussolini’s reply to the latter pro- 
posal in the momentous conference 
in the historic Alpine Pass at Bren- 
ero, could only be conjectured. 

But the official announcement of 
the talk emphasized its cordiality. 

Italian circles expected Premier 
Mussolini would inform President 
Roosevelt’s fact-finding envoy, Un- 
dersecretary of State Sumner 
Welles, of some phases of the talk 
at least in a conference tomorrow 
morning. 

The "safety ring” around Ger- 
many, neutral observers said, might 
be achieved by neutralizing the 
Balkans against any British-French 
Vvar offensive and making a series 
of pacts with the little southeastern 
countries. 

Of a Berlin dispatch predicting 
a Rome-Moscow rapprochement, 
sources usually well informed on 

Italy’s relations with Russia said 
that neither Italy nor Russia had 
made a move thus far toward such 
an undertaking, but it was admit- 
ted that Germany might enter into 
negotiations with Russia for a 

three-cornered arrangement. 
After traveling overnight by rail- 

way train from their respective 

(Continue On Page Three; Col. 4) 

LINER OUEEN MARY 
TO CARRY TROOPS 

Plans Also Under Way Tc 
Convert New Mauretania 

Into Transport 
NEW YORK, March 18— (TP) / 

Secret preparations to make Au 
tralian troop transports of Britain’s 
81.000- ton liner Queen Mary and its 
35.000- ton New Mauretania were un- 

der way here tonight. 
Both built for the luxury trans 

Atlantic trade of peacetime, they 
ha\ been lying here idle undei 
dirty gray camouflage paint, the 
Queen Mary since the outbreak cl 
the war and the Mauretania foi 
some three months. 

The British admiralty’s decision tc 
pmt them in the troop service was 
not made known officially, but the 
intention was disclosed with the ar- 
rival late in the day, aboard the 
British steamer Antonia, of 770 of 
ficers and men to supplement the 

(Continued On Page Three; Col. 6 
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Japs Protest To Reds 
Over Border Battles 

TOKYO, March 19 (Tuesday). 
—«P>—An informed source said 
today that Soviet Russian sol- 
diers fired on Japanese on two 
occasions March 16 on Sakhalin 
Island, incidents which Japan’s 
foreign office twice lias protest- 
ed to Russia. 

The second time, this source 

said, Russian fire was directed 
against Japanese civilians. No 
details were given. 

The first reports of the shoot- 
ing said there were about a 

dozen Soviet and two Japanese 
casualties in a border clash. 
Russia has the northern half of 
the island, Japan the southern 
half. 

NAZIS CLAIM WIDE 
CAINS IN SEA WAR 

Assert Half Of Britain’s 
, Most Powerful Battleships 

Are Sunk Or Damaged 
BERLIN, March 18—UP)—.Half of 

! Britain’s most powerful battleships 
"which represent the kernel of Eng- 
lish marine power,” have been sunk 
or damaged by German submarines, 

• mines and planes, the official Ger- 
man news agency, DNB, said today 
in a resume of the war at sea. 

DNB said the heart of the British 

grand fleet consisted of 15 battle- 
1 ships, of which only the Nelson, 

Rodney and Hood are regarded as 

modern according to German stand- 
ards. 

Of these 15 vessels of the first 

line, the 29,000-ton Royal Oak was 

sunk by Captain Lieutenant Guen- 
ther Prien, who steered his subma- 
rine boldly into Scapa Flow the 

night of Oct. 13. 

Among those damaged and in a 

measure disabled, DNb listed the 
' 42,100-ton battle cruiser Hood, the 

33,950-ton battleship Nelson, the 
1 32?000-ton battle cruiser Repulse and 

the 31,100-ton battleship Barham. 
It was conceded that some of 

7 these vessels, after being repaired, 
might have been struck again in 

an air attack on Scapa Flow Sat- 
; urday night, but DNB contended it 

was conservative to assume that 
3 “half of the heart of the British 

fleet” had been disabled. In addi- 

)| (Continued On Page Three; Col. 8) 

ARMY, NAVY OFFICIALS AGREE TO TEST 
BARLOW’S SECRET LIQUID OXYGEN BOMB 

Editor’s Note: For background 
on Inventor Barlow and his 

bomb, read Jack Stinnett’s 
“Washington Daybook’’ on to- 

day’s editorial page. 
WASHINGTON, March 18.—<^*)— 

The war and navy departments, 
represented as skeptical but open 
to conviction, consented today to 

tests to determine whether a new 

type of liquid oxygen bomb is the 
most deadly 'destroyer yet devised 

by man or merely a substitute 

equivalent of the TNT now in gen- 

eral military use 

Lester P. Barlow, energetic, mid- 
die-aged Baltimore inventor won a 

a show-down on the question when 
he faced Secretary of War Wood- 
ring and Secretary of Navy Edi- 
son across a congressional com- 
mittee table today and asked for 
a chance to prove that he and a 

collaborator developed a bomb cap- 
able of keeping any enemy 1,000 
miles from American shores. 

Members of the house and sen- 
ate naval and military committees 
who jammed their way into the 

j packed committee room were pledg- 

ed to secrecy on details of the 
meeting, but they reported “acri- 
monious” discussion between the 
inventor and the cabinet officers. 

Much of the discussion, members 
reported, centered on whether Bar- 
low had ever made a formal offer 
to submit his invention to the 
armed forces without consideration 
of his $700,000 World war patent 
infringement claim against the gov- 
ernment. 

Upshot of the session, called to 
consider a proposal for a congres- 
sional investigation of Barlow’s 

bomb, was an announcement that 
a thorough test would be conduct- 
ed on land and at sea as soon as 

possible. Witnesses will include 
army and navy officials and two 
members each from the house and 
senate naval and military commit- 
tees. 

After the closed session news- 

papermen were called in to hear 
Don McCloud, Carbondale, 111., 
manufacturer of liquid oxygen ex- 

plosives, express the opinion that 

(Continued On Page Three; Col. 2) 


