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Germany Answers British Raid On Sylt 
planes Bomb' 
Large Convoy 
Off Scotland 
pie British Warships And 

planes, Damage Three 
Neutral Ships 

ONE BOAT ABANDONED 

England Ready To Pit Air 
Fleet Against Nazi Sub 

Nests, Shipyards 

By DREW MIDDLETON 
LONDON', March 21.—(Thursday) 

^Germany's air force hit back 

Lst night in revenge for the tre- 

foils pounding which British 

!jnes dealt out to Sylt, swarming 

jjWn on a convoy off the Scottish 

ES!:. fighting a harsh battle wbth 

j-Sh warships and nav'al planes 
2!: damaging three neutral ships, 
{evising its first estimate of the 

casualties'5 early today, the British 

admiralty said three neutral ships 
i„ -he convoy suffered damage 
and that one of them was aban- 

doned by its crew. The German 
radio broadcast claims that ‘‘sever- 
al" convoyed ships were sunk or 

badly damaged. 
Crew Picked L’p 

The abandoned ship was thfe Nor- 
wegian Svinta. of 1,267 tons. Her 
crew was picked up by another 
Norwegian vessel. 

The Swedish Utklippan, 1,599 
tons, was hit by an incendiary 
bomb and the Norwegian Tora 
Elise, 721 tons, likewise was dam- 
aged. 

Anti-aircraft fire from escorting 
warships damaged one attacking 
Heinkel bomber, the admiralty said. 
Planes of the fleet air arm, Brit- 
ain’s naval air force, hit two other 
Heinkels and on one occasion two 
of the British planes scattered ten 
Heinkels. 

None of the British warships or 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 7) 

N. C. COURT RULES 
ON HARNETT TERM 

Opinion Has Effect Of Up- 
holding More Than Score 

Of Local Laws 

RALEIGH, March 20.—<iP>—The 
sate supreme court, in an opinion 
"tich had the effect of upholding 
awe than a score of local laws 
passed by the last legislature, ruled 
May that the term of the Harnett 
county register of deeds did not 
Kpire until 1942. 

Specilically, the court declared 
constitutional a 1939 law extending 

o terms of the Harnett register, 
tooted in 1938, from two to four 
years, 

’fue appeal was brought by 
aifl°e Penny °f Harnett, who 
W that the register's term ex- 

this year, and who attempted 
successfully to file with the Har- 
■ county board of elections as a 
™da,e to succeed the register. 

6 case, which had direct bear- 

deels°n t*le terms °f registers of 

t’" co'tnty commissioners, treas- 

Other 
and surveyors in at least 22 

Up, count>es, had been rushed to 

fek .^U?re.me court and specially 
cu, in order that an opinion 

Continue,] on Page Five; Col. 2) 

LWEATHER 
X„rti, p, FORECAST 

Tluirsd-iv' rr’ 11,11: Fair, slightly colder 
luted iv 1 r"!r<:,asing cloudiness, tol- 
litht. rain Friday and Friday 

lidineW;l'.r!j[’sif'al ‘lata for the 24 hours •“K !'■ m- yesterday). 
1:30 a Temperature 

69; 77-30 a. nj. 58; 1:30 p. 
Wnitnuj,, X,, P- m- 'll; maximum 73; 

,nean (13; normal 54. 
1:30 a Humidity 

*• 4- 01 7:30 a. m. 86; 1:30 p. ou P. rn. 57. 
Total for F^mpitation foie; total ■ourfi ell(ling 7:30 p. m., 

inches S!nce first of tlle montll> 
Tides For Today 77 iimington High Low 

,, -- 7:40a 2:25a 
,SfJtboro in ip, 8:05P 2;55P lnlet -. 5:24a 11:47a 

JUrise e-up. 5:57P 
f 4sunset 6:24p: moon- 'd', moonset 4:28a. 
tape ,, "7 

'"eun, iff, river stage at Fay- 
-* Jn.W) feet. 
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v>ase (Jr Zelda Prison, 
Charged Wjv J^er, Is 
Sent To .. ^^f^Court 

caned for trial late yesterday 
afternoon in New Hanover su- 

perior court, Zelda Deloris Mor- 

rison, 13, was remanded to coun- 

ty juvenile court for trial on a 
charge of murdering her father, 
William H, Morrison, wealthy 
Canadian, on the night of Jan- 
uary 21. 

She will be tried before T. A. 
Henderson, who, as clerk of su- 
perior court, is also county ju- 
venile judge. The date for the 
trial has not been set, but tt 
is expected to be held at some 
time next week. 

When the case was called, 
Judge John J. Burney, presiding, 
ruled that under North Carolina 
law a superior court has no 
jurisdiction in the trial of a de- 
fendant under the age of 14 
years. An investigation of Zel- 
da’s birth records revealed that 

j-13 years old at the time 
■0-° shooting occurred at her 

,onie on the Carolina Beach 
Koad, 

She was indicted by the grand 
jury on Tuesday, and at the 
same time, her mother, Urace 
Morrison, was released when a 
not true bill was returned. Zelda 
is now free under $3,000 bond. 

The girl appeared to be un- 
concerned yesterday regarding 
the charge against her. She was 
dressed in a new spring dress 
and Mrs. Morrison was clad in 

deep mourning. They left the 
courthouse in a chauffered auto- 
mobile, both smiling. 

As there is no regularly sched- 
uled calendar for juvenile court 
terms here, the juvenile judge 
can call a session at his discre- 
tion. It is expected T. A. Hen- 
derson will hear the case early 
next week. 

John Saunders Is Freed 
In False Pretense Case 

X. 

PLEADS HIS OWN CASE 

Jury Returns Not Guilty 
Verdict After Deliberat- 

ing Less Than Hour 
A New Hanover superior jury 

yesterday found John Saunders, 
charged with four counts of false 
pretenses in connection with the op- 
eration of a purported publishing 
house here, not guilty as to all the 
charges. He was released at 3:30 
o'clock in the afternoon. 

Throughout the trial, the tall de- 
fendant acted in his own defense, 
and finally took the stand and re- 

lated in a long and rambling talk 
how he had tried to “run an hon- 
est business and be a good citizen 
of Wilmington.” 

Pleaded Own Case 
The presentation of evidence was 

concluded Tuesday afternoon and the 
trial was resumed yesterday morn- 

ing with the summations of the de- 
fense and state. Saunders pleaded 
his case before the jurymen for 
about 45 minutes in an oration in 
which he denounced those who tes- 
tified against him and claimed he 
was a victim of spite work. 

The jury deliberated less than an 

hour and took two ballots to arrive 
at a verdict. 

Other matters disposed of yester- 
day included the following: 

Donald Kelly was granted a nol 
pros with leave on a charge of em- 

bezzlement. 
Adren Fountain was placed under 

a two years suspended sentence on 

a charge of highway robbery. 
A continuance for the defendant 

was granted in the case of Clifton 
Thomas, charged with a liquor vio- 
lation. 

‘COLONY’ SELECTED 
AS THEAT NAME 
Bailey Says It Is Chosen As 

Tribute To Historical 
Background Of City 

•The Colony” has been selected as 

a name for the new moving picture 
theatre now under construction for 

Wilmington Theatres, Inc., George 

W. Bailey, lessee, announced yester- 
day. 

The name was selected, he said, 

as a tribute to the historical back- 

ground that is a source of pride to 

Wilmingtonians, and to the pioneers 
who colonized and led in the pro- 

gress of Wilmington and the Atlantic 

seaboard. ... 

Bailey said "It is quite impossible 
for Wilmington to outlive its in- 

herited historical sentiments, and we 

believe the name of the new theatre 

will help to strengthen the regard in 

which these feelings are held. 

"The past will always have influ- 

ence over the present, and we hope 

The Colony will meet with the ap- 

proval of our entire citizenship. 
Activity in razing the old Purcell 

building, 16-18 North Front street, is 

going forward rapidly and the con- 

tractor has expressed the hope ^at 
with the spring weather now arriv- 

ing it may be possible for the work 

to advance even faster. 

Henry B. McKoy, a native of Wil- 

mingtom is in charge of the con- 

St™wfhope it with local pride and 

genuine interest that the citizens 

(Continued on Page Five; Col. 5) 

Scandinavians Will 
Continue Pact Moves 
_ 

STOCKHOLM, March 20.—(/P) 
—Swedish political observers said 
today that the Scandinavian 
countries—Sweden, Norway, Fin- 
land—are going ahead with in- 
vestigations which may lead to a 

defensive alliance, despite Kus- 
sian objections. 

Through the^official Tass hews 
agency Moscow turned thumbs 
down on any Scandinavian de- 
fensive alliance on the ground it 
would be “aimed at the C. S. S. 
K.” and in conflict with the Kus- 
sian-Finnish treaty of March 12. 

The authoritative Swedish 
newspaper Nyadagligt Allehanda 
expressed the view of official cir- 
cles in saying that Kusslan op- 
position to the suggested alliance 
is based on “a misunderstand- 

ing which may be cleared up 
through diplomatic” channels. 

THREAT TO RIVERS 
LIFTED BY COURT 

Governor Obtains Writ Of 
Supersedeas Staying 
Lower Court Action 

NEW ORLEANS, March 20.—<A*)— 

A federal appellate court today lift- 

ed a jail sentence threat from Gov- 

ernor E. E>. Rivers of Georgia—at 
least temporarily. 

The Fifth circuit court of appeals 
assumed jurisdiction in the “state’s 

right’s” case less than 48 hours be- 

fore District Judge Deaver was to 

have passed judgment on the gover- 
nor, ruled in contempt for troop- 
backed defiance of court orders re- 

instating an ousted highway board 

chairman. 
Judge Deaver refused yesterday 

to approve transfer of the case to 

the appellate court, re-affirmed his 

contempt order — on which Rivers 

was arrested last week—and again 
ordered the governor to appear be- 

fore him Friday. 
So the executive’s counsel hurried 

directly to the circuit court, pre- 
sented arguments attacking federal 

intervention in the case and ob* 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 7) 

Senate Okehs 
Farm Funds, 
Hits Economy 
Votes Approval Of $212,- 

000,000 Appropriation 
For ‘Parity Payments’ 

TAFT IS GIVEN JEST 

Solons Expected Jo Pass 
On Annual Agricultural 
Department Bill Today 
By RICHARD L. TURNER 

WASHINGTON, March 20.—(#)- 
The senate knocked a big dent ir 
the congressional economy progran 
today with a 63 to 19 vote approv 
ing a $212,000,000 appropriation foi 
‘parity payments” to farmers. 

Administration senators and oth 
ers from farming areas overwhelm 
ed the economy forces. The debatt 
found Senator Taft (R-Ohio) subject 
ed to a sharp democratic cross-ex 
amination on his fiscal views. 

Added To BUI 
The parity payment item was add 

ed to the annual appropriation bil 
for the agriculture departmen 
which the senate is expected to pas: 
tomorrow. It was designed to re 

store to farmers a portion of thi 
purchasing power they enjoyed fron 
1909 to 1914. A proposal by Sena 
tors Lee (D-Okla) and Bilbo (D-Miss 
to insure full parity with a $607, 
000,000 appropriation was votei 
down, 56 to 27. 

The bill as received from the sen 
ate appropriations committee, whicl 
recommended the $212,000,000 parit] 
item, proposed outlays of $922,864, 
000, a sum $208,968,000 greater thai 
the total voted by the house. 

The parity payments, which an 
in addition to almost $500,000,000 ii 
soil conservation benefits and somi 

$90,000,000 in loans for agricultura 
activities, were not included in th( 
house bill. 

The house had, in fact, slashed 
scores of items below Presiden 
Roosevelt’s budget estimates. Man] 
of these the senate committee re 

stored, and today the senate approv 
ed most of these increases in rapid 
routine fashion and without debate 
The additions offset some $300,000, 
000 in cuts made in other appropri 
ations bills. 

lilll S3|5CitKS 
A principal speaker for the out 

numbered economy forces was Taft 
who in his presidential campaigning 
has said that farm subsidies, in som< 

form, must be continued. 
He opposed the parity payments 

however, because no provision ha< 
been made for them in the budge 
and said that even if the budge 
estimates were followed, there woulc 
be a deficit of $4,000,000,000 at th< 
end of this fiscal year and of $3, 
000,000,000 at the close of the next 

“The budget must be balanced,’ 
he shouted. “The longer it remains 
unbalanced, the harder it will be tc 

balance. A budget deficit of $3,000, 
000,000 is bad enough, and we should 
certainly hesitate before we step be 
yond it.” 

In response to questioning, h< 
said he favored placing agriculturs 
on a "parity” with industry, bui 
preferred the soil conservation pro 
gram to “parity payments.” 

When he had concluded, Senatoi 
Connally (D-Tex) jumped to the at 
tack. Would Taft, he asked, suppon 
additional taxes at this session? Th< 
Ohioan replied that he would, bui 
was not prepared to offer a tax Pro 
gram at this time. 

“I thought that would be the ans 

wer,” Connally scornfully asserted 

She Reigns On Isle Of Lilies 

Carrying a huge bouquet of Easter lilies, symbolic of her title, 
Miss Margery Hasler of New York City is pictured in Bermuda, where 
she recently won the crown of Bermuda Lily Queen 1940. 

Large Gain In Building 
Activity Reported. Here 

+ 

GREATER HEIGHTS SEEN 

New Construction During 
January And February 

Amounts To $61,832 
1 

Construction, remodeling and re- 

pairs to homes and business estab- 
lishments in Wilmington during the 

early part of this year amount to 

about three times that of the same 

period of 1939, J. W. Yates, build- 

ing inspector, said yesterday. 
Total figures for March are not 

yet available, he said, but construc- 
tion and repairs during January and 

February amounted to $61,832, as 

compared with $21,93 8 for the same 

period of 1939. 

Greater Heights keen 

On the whole, Yates said, all 

types of construction and repairs in 

Wilmington, both residential and 

commercial, have been steadily on 

the upgrade of late and appear to 

be headed for greater heights in 

the near future. 
And in addition, he said, the above 

figures do not include the con- 

struction of a new moving picture 
theatre by Wilmington Theatres, 
Inc. 

Among the new construction and 

large remodeling jobs anticipated in 
the city during this year are the 

erection of several school additions, 

filling stations, and other commer- 

cial buildings. 
Forthcoming figures for 1940. 

Yates said, will probably not com- 

pare favorably with 1939's amounts 
due to the abnormal increase caus- 

ed by the construction of white and 

negro housing units. None of these 
are included in the aforementioned 

figures. 
When compared with the normal 

for other months of 1939, Yates 

said, 1940 will probably show a con- 

siderable increase over last year. 

When the complete figures for 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 6) 

F. R.’s Temperature 
Returns To Normal 

WASHINGTON, March 20 — 

(/P)—President Roosevelt’s tem- 

perature returned to normal to- 

night after he had spent (he day 
in bed to shake off a cold. 

His physician, Rear Admiral 
Ross T. Mclntire, said he was 

hopeful that tomorrow would see 

“a flat temperature throughout 
the day” but that he wanted the 
President to remain in bed at 
least for part of the day. 

He described the condition as 

“old-fashioned grippe” and em- 

phasized that it was not serious. 

HULL WILL STUDY 
CROMWELL’S TALK 

Secretary Of State Calls 
For Official Copy Of 

Envoy's Speech 
WASHINGTON, March 20—(JP)— 

Witli a view to determine whether 

disciplinary measures should be ap- 

plied, Secretary of State Hull today 
called for an official copy it a 

speech in which James H. R. Crom- 

well, millionaire minister to Canada, 
sided with the Allies against Ger- 

many. 
Meantime the new diplomat, hus- 

band of the former Doris Duke, 
“world’s richest girl,” was the tar- 
get for sharp criticism from Capitol 
Hill. Introducing a resolution call- 
ing for a congressional inquiry to 
determine whether Cromwell was 

correctly quoted in criticizing 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 4) 

FARLEY MOVES INTO CENTER | 
OF BATTLE FOR NOMINATION 

BOSTON, March 20— OP) — 

Postmaster General James A. 

Farley planted himself solidly in 

the fight for the democratic 
presidential nomination today, 
asserting without any reserva- 

tions whatsoever that his name 

would be presented to the demo- 
cratic national convention at 

Chicago. 
The very positiveness of his 

statement magnified its political 
significance in view of his pre- 
vious silence over his official en- 

trance in the Massachusetts 
presidential primary and because 
of the widespread speculation as 

to whether President Roosevelt 
w'ould seek a third term. 

Barraged with questions as to 
his intentions, Farley gave every 
appearance of deciding to make 

a statement on the spur of the 

moment. 
“To clear up any misunder- 

standing,” the democratic na- 

tional committee chairman told 
newspapermen, “let me say that 
my name will be presented to the 
democratic national convention 
at Chicago, and that’s that.” 

Then, after a pause, he added: 
“I am sure that anyone who 

has known me during my poli- 
tical career will know that I 
make that statement frankly and 
without reservation.” 

Immediately, Farley was asked 
whether this meant the President 
had decided against seeking a 
third term, or whether he meant 
to convey that he was in the 
fight to the finish regardless of 
Mr. Roosevelt’s intentions. Smil- 

ing, he evaded every inquiry. He 
met with the same diplomatic 
“silence” also a question as to 
whether he would accept the 
second place on the democratic 
ticket in the event that he could 
not get the presidential nomina- 
tion. 

Farley’s statement was made 
in Springfield, where he attended 
a reception and conferred with 
Massachusetts party leaders 
before motoring to the suburbs 
of Boston to deliver an address 
to Wellesley college students on 

the subject, “Behind the Ballots.” 
The postmater general first 

was asked about his purpose in 

granting William Burke, chair- 
man of the Massachusetts state 
democratic committee, his power 

(Continued on Page Five; Col. 4) 

Enters Fight 
I-—---—— 

FARLEY 

TAKES CHARGE 
AS DALADIER’S 
REGIME QUITS 
British Patrol Kills 

Five German Soldiers 
In Skirmish On Front 

PAKIS, March 20. — </P) — 

Military dispatches tonight said 
a British patrol operating on 

the western front last night 
attacked a German patrol, kill- 

ing five soldiers and taking 
one prisoner. 

The British emerged from 
the violent fight without suf- 
fering a single loss, the dis- 
patches said. 

The French high command 
issued special communique 
which said, 'On the front held 
by the British troops there 
were patrol encounters which 
were turned to the entire ad- 
vantage of our Allies.” 

Earlier communiques told of 
patrol clashes west of the Vos- 
ges in which military sources 
said the Germans suffered "ser- 
ious losses” in French am- 
bushes. 

STANLEY ATTACKS 
AMERICAN CRITICS 

British Leader Says Nation 
May Learn To Be Tough 

With Neutrals 

LONDON, March 20. — (ff) Brit- 

ain’s war secretary, Oliver Stanley, 

struck out today at American “ring- 
side” critics of the British conduct 

of the war, telling a London lunch- 

eon audience that Britons may be 

willing to learn how to be tough with 

neutrals. 
“We have learned that it is the 

person -who ignores the rights of 
neutrals -who gets the advantage," 
he declared. 

“Now we can learn that it is the 

person who ignores the rights ol 

neutrals who also gets their admira- 

tion. It is. a lesson which may find 

willing and apt pupils in this coun- 

try.” 
(The reaction to his statement in 

United States congressional circles 
was that he might be trying to take 

the spotlight off barriers raised 

against some American exports.) 
Stanley said bluntly: 
“There are millions of people al 

over the world whose one thought is 

how they can keep out of the war." 

“But they are in it. They may 

not be taking any active part, or by 
timidity or selfishness giving help tc 

the other side, but do not let any of 

them think they can remain indif 

ferent to the result of the struggle. 
"We intend to fight in our own 

way and not in their yvay,” Stanley- 

added. 
He said the "ringside” phrase that 

this is a “phoney war’ 'is the 

language of people who sit down 

(Continued on Page Four; Col. 4) 

AMERICA’S POLISH 
CONSULATE CLOSED 

German Government Forces 
U. S. To Withdraw Small 

Staff From Warsaw 

WASHINGTON, March 20.—GT3) 
Germany forced the United States 

today to withdraw its consulate gen 

eral from Poland, where 532 Amen 

can citizens live. 
The state department announce! 

that it had acceded to the Germar 

demand but “reserve all of its rights 
in the matter.” 

No reason was given for Ger 

many’s action, which affected othei 

countries as well. It was understood 
that Germany was dissatisfied witl 

the activities of some other con 

sulates and ousted them all. 
The three Americans comprisinf 

the staff of the consulate genera 

left today for Berlin. All matter: 

in connection with American citizen: 

in Poland will be handled througl 
the American embassy in Berlin. 

The state department said tha 

“representations were made to th' 

German government stressing th' 

difficulty of rendering assistance an< 

protection to American citizens with 
out consular representation in War 
saw.” 

Secretary Hull said he was makin; 
distinct progress in Berlin, however 
toward obtaining permission for 
number of American relief worker: 
to enter German-occupied Poland t( 
supervise relief distribution. 

NATION FACES CRISIS 

New Government Expected 
To Ask Deputies For Con- 

fidence Vote On Friday 

DALADISR CONSULTED 

Reynaud Slated To Give 
Definite Reply To Presi- 

dent Lebrun Today 
By JOHN LLOYD 

PARIS, March 21—(Thursday)—(jP) 
Persons close to Paul Reynaud said 
early this morning that he hoped 
before the day was out to completo 
a new “push the war” cabinet for 
France and end the government cri- 
sis precipitated yesterday by the 
resignation of the cabinet of Edouard 
Daladier. 

The new government, these sources 

said, likely will go before the cham- 
ber of deputies Friday for a vote of 
confidence. 

The formation planned by Rey- 
naud includes virtually all political 
parties, but its final makeup depends 
on the decision of the executive com- 

mittee of the socialist group, called 
for late this morning to consider an 

offer to join the cabinet. 
Daladier Offered Post 

Much depends on Daladier, who 
was offered the war ministry but 
whose acceptance is not yet offi- 
cial. 

Reynaud concluded bis first 
night’s consultations about 2 a. m. 

(8 p. m. EST) after seeing Daladier; 
Edouard Herriot, president of the 
chamber; Jules Jeanneney, president 
of the senate; Louis Rollin, former 
commerce minister; Georges Man- 
del, minister of colonies in the Da- 
ladier cabinet; Henri Queuille, min- 
ister of agriculture in the Daladier 
cabinet; Camille Chautemps, Da- 
ladier’s vice-premier and Lucien La- 
moureux, former finance minister. 

The vigorous Reynaud, mountain- 

eer, world traveler and skilled doc- 
tor of French finance, said he would 

give his definite reply about noon 

today to President Albert Lebrun's 

request that he form a cabinet. 
Daladier’s government, which had 

prepared the country for war after 
the uneasy Munich breathing spell 
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LINER MAURETANIA' 
ENTERS NEW ROLE 
Large British Vessel Leaves 

N. Y. Pier To Become 
Troop Transport 

NEW YORK, March 20. — (TP) — 

The 35,739-ton Mauretania, tilth 

largest liner in the British merchant 

marine, entered a new and danger- 
ous role as a troop transport to- 

night. 
At 8:01 p. m. (EST), the big 

gray-painted ship pulled away from 

the Cunard White Star line pier at 

14th street, Manhattan. Few lights 
showed on her decks. 

The Mauretania, a new vessel 

named after the famous old British 

liner that was scrapped after years 
of service, was to be followed by 
the great Queen Mary, whose 81,235 
tons ranked her second only to the 
brand new Queen Elizabeth in the 
British fleet. 

The Queen Mary, holder of the 
Atlantic speed record, was expected 
to leave at dawn tomorrow although 
some sources said she might wait 
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Desirable Rooms, 
Houses and Apartments 
Are In Demand ... 

The cost of a Star and News 
; Want Ad is exceedingly small 
1 compared to the rental income 

you may lose by not having 
an ad in this newspaper. 

Every montii many houses, 
rooms and apartments are rent- 
ed through these economical 

1 tenant getters. Why not in. 
crease your income by renting 
your vacancy through a Star 
and News Want Ad? 

Call 2800 To 
L Start Your Want Ad 

Charge It 


