
>News of Interest to North Carolina Farmers, 
FREEZER LOCKERS 

AID TO FARMERS 
Make It Possible To Have 

Fresh Meat In August; 
Vegetables At Christmas 

Fresh meat in August, and corn 

on the cob for Christinas dinner; 
asparagus in October and strawberry 
shortcake for Thanksgiving. These 

tre Eome of the previously unheard 

of things made possible for farm peo- 

p]e by freezer lockers, the newest 

development in the field of food 

storage which has come to North 
Carolina within the past two years. 

C. Dalton Sw&ffar, instructor in 

the State college Animal Husbandry 
department, says that the value and 
novelty of eating fresh fruits and 

vegetables out of season Is signific- 
ant, “but,” he adds, ‘‘the ability to 

slaughter meat animals on the farm 

dt any season of the year, store them 

without danger of spoilings, and im- 

prove the flavor of the meat at the 

same time, is the greatest achieve- 

ment of the freezer locker.” 

Seldom has any new development 
caught on so rapidly and creates so 

much interest in its use, influence, 
and future as has the cold storage 
locker. Practically unknown five or 

six years ago, these locker units are 

in operation now in most of the 

states, and three units are located 

in North Carolina. 
Nance Pioneers In State 

F,. E. Nance, a former instructor 

in animal husbandry and Extension 

sarvice specialist of State college, 
pioneered in this field in North 

Carolina with the establishment of 

„ plant at Lumberton. Then Rus- 

sel G. Broaddus, extension agricul- 
tural engineer, resigned from the 

State college staff to open, with as- 

sociates. a modern plant in Raleigh. 
The third freezer plant was estab- 

lished at Monroe, under the manage- 
ment of J. S. Boyles, a 1939 graduate 
of State college in animal produc- 
lion. 

Swaffar says the advantages and 

economies to a patron of a freezer 

locker plant are many. "It enables 

both fanners and townspeople to ef- 

fect savings in their annual food 

bill of from $75 to $100 per year, 
based on government records of per 

capita consumption of meats alone. 

At the same time it helps them to 

enjoy a better living through a 

greater utilization of home-grown 
meats, fruits, berries, and vege- 
tables. 

"Since a farmer can satisfy most 
of his meat requirements at ap- 
proximately his cost for growing an 

animal or fowl, he makes substantial 

savings. Similar economies can be 
made by the city or town dweller by 
purchasing meats, fruits, berries, 
and vegetables in bulk quantities 
from a grower or dealer," the col- 

lege instructor said. 
Turning to the subject of prepar- 

ing meats for freezing, Swaffar said 
all meats should be from healthy 
animat that have been dressed in 
a proper and sanitary manner. Clean 
meat keeps better than that which 
lias been soiled and contaminated in 

handling and hauling. 
noon warming is imponiin 

“Many locker renters find it a 

good plan to feed the animals in- 
tended for slaughter until they have 
a good covering of fat,” the animal 
husbandman continued. “When the 
animals have this covering of fat, 
the amount cf ‘marbling,’ or streaks 
of fat within the lean part of the 
meat, is increased. The product Is 
not only of better flavor and more 

palatable, but it is also more tender 
and has a higher nutritive value. 

“Neither a long period of time nor 
9 large amount of feed is necessary 
to fatten the animals so that their 
meat is well marbled before fatten- 
ing. Calves can be well fattened in 
150 to 170 days, and two-year-old 
beef type animals in 90 days.” 

Swaffar explained that the ageing 
*hich the freezer locker plant pro- 
vides at a temperature of 34 to 38 
degrees before freezing, improves 
ihe quality of meats. 

From the standpoint of safety, 
there is no time limit for the storage 
of foods In freezer lockers. For best 
results from the standpoint of pala- 
tability, how'ever, pork should be 
used within three to four months, 
beef within six months, fish within 
dine months, poultry within 18 
months, and unless they are sealed 
in containers, fruits and vegetables 
*houla be used within six months. 

In conclusion, Swaffar said: ‘‘The 
fcrnier or producer is no longer 
•bliged to sell all this meat and pro- 
duce at low in-season prices. He 
can store them for home use or for 
higher market prices. Butchering 
can be done the year ’round, often 
affording a material saving in food 
bills when prices are high. House- 
dives can be relieved of hot can- 
ding-day drudgery because fresh 
ruits and vegetables can be quick- 

u'ozen and kept in their original 
state of freshness in the locker.” 

requires attention 
Successful dairying requires more 

mention to details and more rec- 
erd keeping than most other kinds 

fa'ming, says Prof. F. M. Haig 
'he state college animal hus- 

jaiidry department. 

FRUIT budget 
„ 

A fru" budget for one person 
nr„^ farm should contain 12 

nds of Oried fruit, 24 quarts of 

lenv*d fruit*' and f,ve Pint* of 

I,H- 
R. Niswonger, Ex' 

" horticulturist of State col- 

__Spring Plowing—With An Assist From Mars 

^LJ?*?. Western brunt is not yet so quiet that swords may be turned into plowshares, war nm- 
"*•** but to surprisingly peaceful uses. Above, a French farmer, whose horses have been 

commandeered, is aided in his spring plowing by Royal Irish Fusiliers operating artillery tractors._ 

Livestock Day Planned 
At Wenona On April 10 

Public Invited To Inspect Re- 
search Work At Black- 

land Branch Station 

RALEIGH, April 7—A Livestock 
day for farmers will be held April 
10 at the Blackland Branch Experi- 
ment Station at Wenona, Dr. I. O. 
Schaub, acting director of the State 
College Experiment Station, an- 

nounced today. The public is invit- 
ed to inspect the research work on 
the test farm during the morning, 
and to attend the formal program 
beginning at 2:00 o’clock in the 
afternoon. 

J. L. Rea, manager of the station, 
will cooperate with animal husband- 
men from the central experiment 
station at State college, in explain- 
ing the experimental work in pro- 
gress at Wenona. On exhibit will 
be Percheron horses, grade and pure 
bred Hereford cattle, Poland China 
hogs, and Hampshire sheep. A 
trench silo also has been dug as a 

test of this method of preserving 
feed in the Blacklands section. 

Prof. E. H. Hostetler and Dr. John 
E. Foster are the animal husband- 
men of State college who are direct- 
ing the livestock investigations on 

the Wenona farm. They will be on 

hand to discuss with farmers the 
results of their research, with special 
emphasis to be given to the highly 
successful plan of grazing beef cat- 
tle on the reeds of eastern Carolina. 

Dean Schaub advised persons at- 

tending the Livestock day to travel 
via. Plymouth on U. S. Highway No. 

64, then south over N. C. Highway 
No. 97, following the signs. There 
will be about seven miles of dirt road 
between N. C. 97 and Wenona. Those 
who come in by Pantego on U. S. 

264, then north on N. C. 99 and 97, 
will have about 14 miles of dirt road. 

LAMP BROODER 
The cost of constructing a home- 

made lamp brooder for chicks va- 

ries from $5 to $7.50. and it will 
accomodate 60 to 60 chicks, advises 
C. F. Parrish, poultry specialist of 
the State college Extension service. 

DISEASE-FREE PLANTS 
L. P. Watson, Extension horticul- 

turist, says the first step in pro- 
ducing uniform, clean sweet pota- 
toes is to grow disease-free plants. 

ONE-VARIETY COTTON 
J. A. Shanklin, Extension cotton 

specialist, advises one-variety cotton 
communities to make early applica- 
tion for free classing service. 

Baby Chicks To Be 
Placed In Chatham 

PITTSBORO, April 7.—More 
than 750,000 baby chicks will 
be placed in Chatham county 
during the period from March 
15 to April 15, reports H. M. 
Singletary, county farm agent 
of the extension service. He 
said that hatchery owners in 
the county are filling more or- 
ders than usual for chicks. 

Singletary said that the dis- 
tribution of 211 AAA checks, 
totaling (4,614.43 last week, is 
stimulating purchases of farm 
equipment and livestock since 
the checks are arriving fast- 
er than those of last year. 

FARMERS ADVISED 
TO CULL FLOCKS 

C. F. Parish Warns Farmers 
Against Selling Best 

Layers, However 

RALEIGH, April 7—The time of 
the year has arrived when C. F. 
Parrish and other poultry special- 
ists of the State Extension service 
issue their annual plea to poultry- 
men: "Cull out, but don’t sell out.’’ 

In reiterating this advice today, 
Parrish said: "A nVmber of poultry- 
men make it a practice to sell out 
their entire flock of layers, or to 
quit feeding, about the first of April 
each year. They reason that the 
price of eggs is low and that poultry 
meat usually sells well at this sea- 

son. So they think it is a good time 
to sell out. 

"In a way this policy is all right, 
but they should not sell the best 
layers now. Instead, they should 
cull regularly and rigidly. Get rid 
of the ’loafersT or non-layers and 
keep the other birds. 

"More people make more money 
on their flocks from January 1 to 
July i than from July 1 to January 
1. The reason is that they get the 
largest number of eggs the first six 
months of the year. Feeding for 
maximum results has paid, and will 
always pay, an extra dividend. A 
poultry raiser should not feed spar- 
ingly. Use a quality feed always 
and feed for best results.” 

Continuing, the extension special- 

FARMERS TO HIKE 
PEANUT ACREAGE 

Plan To Seed Five Per Cent 
More Acreage Than Was 

Planted In 1939 

RALEIGH, April 7 — Farmers of 
North Carolina have indicated that 
they plan to seed 5 percent more 

acreage to peanuts this year than 
was planted in 1939, B. Troy Fergu- 
son, northeastern district farm agent 
of the State College Extension serv- 

ice, reported today. However, a de- 
crease in plantings in the southeast 
and southwest will reduce the na- 

tional acreage by about 6 percent. 
Quoting the latest report of the 

U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Ferguson said that farmers as a 

whole in the United States contem- 
plate planting nearly 3,000,000 acres 
of peanuts for all purposes, includ- 
ing the sale of edible nuts and for 
feed. While this will be 5 percent 
less than the plantings last year, it 
would be 23 percent more than the 
acreage for the 10-year period from 
1928 through 1937. 

“Present indications are that 
growers in North Carolina and Vir- 
ginia will increase their peanut acre- 

age by about 5 percent,” the district 
farm agent said, “but decreases of 
6.2 percent in the southeast and 8.5 
percent in the southwest are in- 
dicated.” 

The planting of peanuts in north- 
ern Florida and South Georgia is al- 
ready under way in a limited man- 

ner. The plantings are expected to 
be general by the end of this week 
if weather conditions are favorable. 
Reports from the southwest show 
that planting in south Texas has 
been slow, being handicapped by 
lack of sufficient moisture to pro- 
vide satisfactory germination. How- 
ever, seeding is in full swing in the 
central Texas belt. 

The market price for peanuts was 

little changed last week, with best 
jumbos commanding 4 to 4 1-8 cents 
per pound, and best bunch from 3 
5-8 to 3 3-4 cents per pound. 

ist said that farmers should select 
and mark or band right now an 

ample supply of breeding cockerels 
before selling any birds for broilers 
or fryers. Early maturing, rapid 
feathering, vigorous cockerels should 
be saved for breeding stock. 

EGG COOKING 
Eggs should be cooked slowly, at 

moderate, even heat, says Miss 
Mary E. Thomas, State college Ex- 
tension nutritionist. 

Farm Outlook In Nearby Counties 
Appears To Be Slightly Brighter 
BY JOSEPH HUFHAM 

(Star Correspondent) 
DELCO, April 7--In our travels 

we have tried to keep our fingers 
on the pulse o fthe planters’ outlook 
toward the success that may come 

through the 1940 crops. 

Martin D. Hammond, of the Green 
Sea, S. C-, community, says that 
farmers living near him have been 
hard hit two years in succession. 
First by hail, which practically de- 

stroyed their 1938 tobacco crop, and 

next by the combinations that put 
the price average unusually low last 

year. But they are a spirited lot of 

planters, and are going ahead with 
their work as it each year had been 
a stepping stone of success. Mr. 
Hammond also said some of the 

planters who had lost tobacco by 
hail storms two years ago, are just 
now getting insurance checks, tak- 

ing care of the damages. Others had 

already been paid. 
Heck Lovett, one of the most pros- 

perous farmers of the Spring Branch 
section, near Fair Bluff, say* that 
things look pretty good this year. 
But little is being said about the 
tobacco outcome, as many weights 
are etill in the balance; but hi* it a 

potato and bean growing area, and 
he is expecting both of these to find 
a welcoming market. This week he 
is having his tenants plant their al- 
lotments of cotton. 

Irksene Vereen and Wallace Mints, 
of the Exum community, of Bruns- 

wick county, say that things are 

much brighter than the early winter 
months seemed to promote, but there 
is still a little dissatisfaction over 

the tobacco acreage allotments. The 

major complaint so far seems to be 
over the little man who had only 
an acre or two under the free-for-all 
conditions. Some of these, it was 

said, had been cut down as low as 

one-tenth acre. Nevertheless, there 
is the least grumbling this time we 

have heard following any control 

plan. This might be due to the fact 
that nearly every farmer growing to- 
bacco got fed up last year on over- 

production. 
Many thought that because of the 

"flop” in the tobacco business last 
year, that farmers would not be able 
to get sufficient fertilizer this year 
to take care of their growing areas. 

If any farms are being neglected be- 
cause of them, we have not seen 

them, And only Must ween we were 

told by an authority of the fer- 
tilizer business that orders so far 
have ea.ualed, if not surpassed, or- 

ders of 1939. 
If, therefore, growers are using as 

much or more fertilizer than they 
did by this time last year, it means 
but one thing, in our opinion; and 
that is that the lost tobacco acreage 
of last year is being used for other 
crops this year. Perhaps they have 
found some kind of solution to the 
problems left them in the wake of 
1939. 

In the Ward Station community, 
between Chadbourn and Tabor City, 
lots of strawberrys are grown. The 
weather has been so uncertain, so 

far, that but little is said about a 

cetainty of a bountiful crop. We 
were talking with J. K. Mercer in 
that section, but he would not ad- 
vance anything further than that 
the growers were hopeful. Others of 
the community were along the same 

line. We might say from personal 
observation that the plants are flour- 
ishing, and the patches look like 

great, green carpets, punctuated pro- 
fusely with millions of blossoms. In 

beholding such scenes one scarcely 
can remember the bleakness of the 

cold winter months just gene by. 

INCOME BOOSTED 
BY CO-OP MARTS 

Producers May $4,624,252 Out 
Of Produce Through 

Markets In 1939 

Farmers of North Carolina sold 
$4,624,252.32 worth of products last 
year through cooperative markets 
promoted and assisted by farm and 
home agents, reports Dr. I. O. 
Schaub, director of the State college 
Extension service. In addition, the 
county Extension agents assisted in 
private sales of $10,862,627 worth of 
farm and home products. 

“It is difficult to estimate the 
increased income through coopera- 
tive sales for all types of products,” 
Dr. schaub stated, “but we do know 
that this type of farm marketing 
materially increases the income of 
growers and producers through the 
advantages of carlot sales, systemt- 
tized grading, better packaging, and 
elimination of the commission mer- 

chant, or ‘middle man,' in many 
types of sales.” 

To illustrate his point, the Exten- 
sion leader cited figures compiled 
in connection with the 14 Mutual 
Livestock associations organized 
and assisted by the Extension serv- 
ice. Last year these associations, 
operating on a non-profit basis with 
farmer-officers and directors, sold 
63,915 hogs weighing 12,475,662 
pounds for 12,000 farmers. They re- 
ceived a gross of $852,772.69 for 
their swine, and a net of $814,133.62, 
which means that the total expense, 
including windage and reductions 
for soft and oily hogs, was only 
4.53 per cent. 

Increase In Income 
Those are the actual figures on 

the cooperative hog markets, or- 
ganized by the Extension service, 
but controlled and operated by the 
growers. That shows volume, but 
the following figures quotes by Dr. 
Schaub from a report by H. W. 
Taylor, Extension swine specialist, 
show the net increase in income to 
farmers from cooperative market- 
ing. Since the cooperative livestock 
markets were organized, they have 
been able to reduce the spread, or 
difference, between farm prices and 
prices paid at the eastern market 
centers, by an average of 8.4 cents 
per hundred pounds. This alone 
meant an increase of $104,795.56 to 
the shippers of the 63,915 hogs 
handled by the mutuals last year. 

In addition, the Extension service 
worked out an agreement with cer- 
tain packers whereby the county 
agents would guarantee the firm- 
ness of hogs raised according to 
recommended methods. In return, 
the packer-buyers offered a “bonus” 
for firm pork, and this feature of 
the cooperative markets increased 
the income of cooperators by $33,- 
858.95, making a total of $138,654.51 
increase in income to the 12,000 
growers. 

Farm and home agents in 82 
counties reported that they organ- 
ized 41 marketing associations or 
groups, and assisted 232 previously 
organized cooperatives, last year. 
These had a total membership of 
29,872 persons. 

Value Of Products 
Products sold by these associa- 

tions or groups and their value 
were.- Dairy products, $1,264,011.54; 
livestock, $1,083,810.31; fruits and 
vegetables, $948,759.23; poultry and 
eggs, $708,779.48; tobacco $189,- 
713.25; cotton, $153,708.01; hay and 
grain, $98,21(i00; food, $67,778.68; 
wool, $18407.15 ; handicrafts, $3,- 
429.48; and miscellaneous $91,- 
855.15. 

As another example of increased 
returns from cooperative markets, 
Dr. Schaub pointed to the lamb and 
wool pools promoted by L. I. Case, 
Extension sheep specialist. They 
handled 4,373 lambs, weighing 317,- 
950 pounds, and brought growers 
$26,082.61 net. The pool prices av- 
eraged fully one cent higher than 
prices paid by commission markets, 
which means that cooperating farm- 
ers received $3,179.50 more for 
their lambs. The wool pools brought 
803 farmers $18,407.15 net for 46.- 
550 pounds of wool. This was an 
increase of about 5 cents per pound 
over regular prices which, on that 
basis, means farmers received $2,- 
327.50 increased income. 

The Home Demonstration Curb 
markets, numbering 44 in the state, 
had sales totaling $377,947.53 for 
2,112 farm women, in addition, 
members of Home Demonstration 
clubs sold $371,978.49 worth of othefl 
products to merchants, hotels, in; 
stitutions, and individuals, using 
improved methods of manufacture, 
production, grading, and packaging 
learned in their clubs to good ad- 
vantage. 

“In fact,” Dr. Schaub says, “the 
increased income from the Exten- 
sion marketing program is far 
greater than these reports show. 
We must remember that the Ex- 
tension program is a demonstra- 
tion program, and farmers and 
farm women outside the cooperative 
marketing groups learn from the 
experience of the cooperators and 
adopt many of the methods taught." 

BLUE MOLD CONTROL 
The recommended blue mold con- 

trol methods of the State college 
Extension service are explained in 
Extension Circular No. 229, which 
isa vailabie free upon request to 
the agricultural editor at State col- 
lege. 

CANNED VEGETABLES 
Extension specialists of State col- 

lege recommend 24 quarts of canned 
vegetables for every person in the 
farm family, 

( 

Farmers Of State Share 
In Big Income Increase 

RALEIGH, April 7.—Farmers of 
North Carolina shared in the 218 
million dollar increase in cash farm 
income in the United States during 
the first two months of 1940, Julian 
E. Mann, Extension economist of 
N. C. State college, announced to- 
day upon receipt of a report from 
the bureau of agricultural econom- 
ics, U. S. department of agriculture. 
During January and February, 
cash income from farm marketings 
in the nation was 90 million dollars 
higher than a year earlier, and in- 
come from government payments 
increased 128 million dollars over 
the corresponding period in 1939. 

Mann explained that the govern- 
ment payments to farmers coop- 
erating in the Agricultural Con- 
servation program reached their 
peak in January this year, whereas 
the bulk of the payments did not 
go out until March last year. 

The B. A. E. report shows that 
.. ■ -. ... 

in January of this year farmers of 
North Carolina received $7,591,000 
from crops as compared with $5,- 
000,000 during the same month in 
1939. The increase was due to 
higher returns from tobacco, cot- 
ton, grains and peanuts. However, 
during the same month the oash 
income from livestock and livestock 
products declined from $2,492,000 in 
1939 to $2,341,000 in 1940. Income 
from all types of livestock products 
except dairy products declined. 

The total income from farm mar- 
ketings in North Carolina in Janu- 
ary, 1940, was $9,932,000, as com- 

pared with $7,500,000 in January, 
1939. The government payments to 

Tarheel farmers the first, month of 
the current year were $710,000 as 

against $587,000 in January, 1939. 
The total cash income to farmers 
of the state was $10,642,000 in Janu- 
ary, 1940, and $8,087,000 in January, 
1939. 

Several Truck Crops Hit 
By Early March Weather 

■ 1 a._ 

Low Temperatures Retard 
Growth And High Winds, 

Frost Cause Damage 

By GUY A. CARDWELL 

General Agricultural Agent 
Atlantic Coast Line Railroad Co, 

According to the latest available 
information, weather conditions 
during the first half of March 
were unfavorable for truck crops 
in the southern states. Low tem- 
peratures retarded growth general- 
ly while high winds and frost 
caused some damage to tendeir 
vegetables in south Florida. Light 
frost damage was also reported 
in Alabama. 

ASPARAGUS—Georgia asparagus 
is ten days late with cutting be- 
ginning this year about March 20. 
In South Carolina shipments will 
not become general before March 
25 nor heavy until about April 1. 
However, a normal yield is expect- 
ed. 

SNAP BEANS—High winds on 
March 9 with some frost on the 
morning of the 10th severely in- 
jured the Lake Okeechobee, Fla., 
crop and caused some loss in acre- 
age, total damage amounting to 
probably 50 per cent. In the Pom- 
pano section there was no frost 
damage but loss from wind will 
amount to from one-half to one- 
third. Snap beans in Dade county 
and Pompano beans which were 
in the ground during the freeze or 
planted immediately after the 
freeze will begin picking about 
April 1. In sections farther north, 
Polk and Orange counties will be 
shipping beans beginning about 
April 1, while they are just com- 
ing up in Marion and Levy coun- 
ties and are being planted in Ala- 
chua. In Texas most of the spring 
crop of snap beans is produced in 
the lower valley. Planting of the 
crop was delayed from two to 
three weeks and conditions have 
not been favorable any time since 
planting. Harvesting usually starts 
about March 15 and earlier condi- 
tions indicated some production 
around April 1 but this date may 
now be a few days later and yields 
are expected to be very light. In 
South Carolina planting is nearing 
completion. (March 18). 

cADDAuii — i^aoDage continues 
to move from all sections of Flor- 
ida, but the peak of the movement 
is already over (March 18), al- 
though it is expected to continue 
to April 25 or ever later. In Texas 
all commercial cabbage areas made 
very little progress during the 
first half of March. This condition 
is definitely unfavorable for the sup- 
ply of cabbage for the remainder of 
the season since the crop has not been 
favored with much rain since the 
freeze. The Lower Valley area is 
harvesting a large per cent of 
small heads that will materially 
reduce tonnage and production in 
the Coastal Bend is now expected 
to be almost negligible. The mid- 
March advance in cabbage prices 
will result in a more rapid dis- 
appearance and lower tonnage than 
had been expected. Supplies dur- 
ing April may now be very limited. 
Cabbage movement in South Caro- 
lina is expected to begin about 
April l with heavy shipping from 
the loth to 15th. Severe January 
cold and subsequent below average 
temperature adversely affected the 
crop. Heads are small with some 
seeders showing and the yield is 
expected to be about 25 per cent 
less than usual. South Georgia 
cabbage is in poor condition with 
low yields expected. Light move- 
ment starts in early April. 

CUCUMBERS — Cucumbers are 
coming up slowly in Hardee coun- 
ty, Fla. In Sumter county they 
are late, while Orange county had 
considerable replanting. A few cu- 
cumers are expected as early as 
April 1 but with movement very 
light until the 10th. In Alabama 
a few early cucumbers are up, 
some of which are damaged by 
frost. The Texas crop is poor due 
to lack of rain and mid-March 
wind damage. Plantings are about 
completed in south Georgia. 

LETTUCE — Iceberg lettuce is 
being grown in the coastal coun- 
ties of Georgia in appreciable 
quantities this year. From 300 to 
400 acres have been planted at 
Ways Station, Darien, Savannah, 

land .Woodbine. Ia South Carolina, 

lettuce movement is expected to 
begin April 10-15. 

PEPPERS—Peppers In Broward 
county, Fla., were severely dam- 
aged by high wind on the 9th and 
condition of the crop is generally 
poor. In Lake and Marion counties 
young peppers are still being set, 
while in Alachua county they arc 
still in the seed bed. 

POTATOES — Potatoes in the 
Hastings section of Florida are all 
planted. They were uninjured by 
cold on March 9 and 10 and are 
in good condition but the crop is 
late and shipment is not expected 
to start until April 15-20. In the 
LaCrosse section potatoes were set 
back by cold but now have fav- 
orable growing weather. Harvest 
begins about April 25. Planting of 
early potatoes in South Carolina 
has been completed but germina- 
tion is slow because of cold weath- 
er. In Alabama potatoes are plant- 
ed in the south Alabama area, the 
majority of which are just coming 
up. There is a considerable increase 
in acreage over last year and car- 
lot shipments will start about the 
last week in April. In Louisiana 
plantings have been completed fol- 
lowing considerable delay from 
cold wet weather. The crop is 1 to 
3 weeks late, with shipments ex- 
pected to commence around May 
5-10 in the earlier producing sec- 
tions but with movement continu- 
ing to May 15-20. The acreage is 
about the same as last year or 
possibly slightly smaller. In Texas 
the crop will be later than usual 
in all areas but crop prospects 
are favorable. The Lower Valley 
crop is making better progress 
than other crop growing at this 
time in this area. Earlier condi- 
tions indicated light production 
until around the middle of April 
but beginning of harvest may be 
pushed forward a few days. The 
later producing areas of north 
Texas are just completing plant- 
ing. In Georgia the crop is eight 
to ten days late with digging ex- 
pected to begin about May 15 in 
the Savannah district under fav- 
orable weather conditions. 

oj.nAwoiiiKmii,s — in Florida 
strawberry haulings at Plant City 
have not increased quite as rapid- 
ly as was expected because of the 
cool weather but shipments are in- 
creasing and movement should be 
heavy by March 18 and continue 
heavy well into April. Plants are 
heavily loaded with fruit and in 
good condition. The size of the 
berries will probably run much 
smaller than usual because of the 
especially heavy set. In the Wau- 
chula section berries are coming 
back fast and picking should be 
heavy by March 20. The Louisiana 
crop continues to make good prog- 
ress. Shipments are expected to 
commence in about 10 days to two 
weeks but are not expected to 
reach an appreciable volume before 
April 1. In Alabama the outlook 
for a good yield of quality straw- 
berries is very bright. There will 
be a few berries available around 
the first of April with heavy move- 
ment during the latter part of the 
month. 

TOMATOES—There was consid- 
erable damage to Florida tomatoes 
on the mueklande north of Miami 
on the morning of March 10. South 
Florida tomatoes from Dade and 
Broward counties will begin to 
move in a limited way aboui; April 
15. There will not be any heavy 
movement from south of Miami at 
any time this season but they 
should be well under way about 
May 1. in Collier and St. Lucie 
counties transplanting has been 
finished only a few days but 
plants look strong and healthy 
and with favorable weather should 
produce good crops in both sec- 
tions. However, there will be little 
shipped from either section before 
May 1, with heavy movement ex- 
pected through May and early 
June. In Orange and counties far- 
ther north, tomatoes are still bt 
ing set. In Georgia, setting will 
start in most sections the week of 
March 15, which is a week later 
than last year. Indications are for 
a little larger acreage this spring. 
In Texas, the Lower Valley to- 
mato crop did not make much 
progress during the first half of 
March. Conditions in general for 
this area have not been good. The 
stands are poor and plants have 
not made much growth. Lack of 
ralnlall since this acreage was 

COTTON GROWING 
CONTEST PLANNED 

Cash Prizes Totaling $100 To 

Be Awarded In Scot- 
land County 

LAURINBURG April 7. — A cot- 

ton-growing contest for adult farm- 

ers will be held this year in Scot- 

land county, E- 0- McMahan, county 
farm agent of the State college Ex- 

tension service, announced today* 

Cash prizes totaling $100 will b* 

awarded. 
The event will be known as tha 

“Scotland County Five-Acre Cot- 
ton Production and Staple Improve- 
ment contest." The Laurinburg 
Merchants' association ha« put up 
the prize money, and the farm 

agent will be In charge of the con- 

test. 
McMahan explained that the pur- 

pose of the event Is to promote 
better methods of producing cotton, 
with special emphasis on increasing 
the yield per acre and the staple 
length and quality of cotton pro* 

duced in the county. The control 
of boll weevil through methods rec- 

ommended by the Extension service 
also will be encouraged. 

Each entrant must grow fives 
acres of cotton and keep records 
on fertilization, cultivation, boll 
weevil control, etc. He also must 

plant seed of a variety that nor- 

mally produces a staple of one Inert 
or longer. 

The first prize will be $50, tha 
second prize $30, and the third, 
prize $20. The records will bo 
turned in to the county agent’s of- 
fice at the end of the season, and 
competent judges will award the 
prizes. 

McMahan reports that much in- 
terest Is being shown in the con- 

test, and that scores of farmers al- 
ready have filed applications to 

compete. He has available copies of 
Extension Circular No. 234, “Ap- 
proved Practices for the Production, 
of Cotton,” which Is also free upon 
request to the agricultural editor 
at State college, Raleigh. 

HOG FEED SURVEY 
BEING CONDUCTED 
RALEIGH, April 7.—A survey to 

determine the extent of garbage 
feeding of hogs is being undertakea 
in North Carolina, along with other 
states and selected areas, H. W. 
Taylor, Extension swine specialist 
of State college, announced today, 
County farm agents are asked to re- 

port on the problem, which Is tha 
cause of much disease, both animal 
and human. 

Taylor said that the bureau of 
agricultural economies is conduct- 
ing the survey on a nation-wide 
basis, with the cooperation of the 
Extension services of the various 
states. 

Some of the questions being 
asked are: How many farms or es- 

tablishments are there which feed 
out 100 or more hogs a year with 
garbage? How many garbage-fed 
hogs are fed and marketed in a 

year? What proportion of these 
hogs are fed exclusively on gar- 
bage, without grain supplement? Do 
the garbage feeders pay for the 
garbage, or for the privilege of col- 
lecting it Has any outbreak of 
disease, either swine or human, 
ever occurred which was associated 
with garbage feeding? Is garbage 
feeding a growing or declining en- 

terprise? 
The Extension specialist said that 

the major evils of garbage feeding 
of hogs are; Hogs frequently de- 
velop cholera from citing raw meat 
scraps, and they also will become 
infested with trichina, an eel-like 
parasite. There is likewise a strong 
possibility that garbage will be un- 

balanced in vitamins, consisting in 
the major part of bread or some 
other food. 

reseeded after the freeze and poor 
qualities in the water supply for 
irrigation has added delay to this 
area. Good general rains and warm 

weather, however, could result in a 

rapid Improvement. The crops in 
the east Texas area also got a lat- 
er start than usual and most sec- 

tions in this area experienced a 

cool wave around March 12 to 14 
with scattered hail and high winds, 
but very little loss of plants is ex- 

pected. Mississippi tomatoes are 

being transferred to cold frames 
about three weeks late. It is doubt- 
ful if there will be any shipments 
of consequence before the middle 
of June. Condition of plants is 
spotted. Some reports indicate that 
plants are growing nicely while 
others state quality of plants to be 
inferior. 

WATERMELONS — In Florida, 
watermelons are late this year. 
Some sections report planting still 

going on, while others report mel- 
ons as just coming up. For Geor- 
gia, available information indicates 
10 per cent increase over 1939 in 
south Georgia and approximately 
the same acreage as last year in 
middle Georgia. Planting of water- 
melons in south Georgia began 
about the first of March. In Ala- 
bama there seems to be quite an 
increase in watermelon acreage in 
Mobile and Baldwin counties with 
a decrease in acreage in south- 
east Alabama. Frost has probably 
done some damage to the early 
melons in southwest Alabama. A 
common practice among the water* 
melon growers, however, is to 
plant seed every few days untU 
the danger f-om frost k passed, 


