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Star-News Program 
Consolidated City-County Government 

under Council-Manager Administration. 
Public Port Terminals. 
Perfected Truck and Berry Preserving 

and Marketing Facilities. 
Arena for Sports and Industrial 

Shows. 
Seaside Highway from Wrightsville 

Beach to Bald Head Island. 
Extension of City Limits. 
So-Foot Cape Fear River channel, wid- 

er Turning Basin, with ship lanes into 

industrial sites along Eastern bank 

south of Wilmington. 
Paved River Road to Southport, via 

Orton Plantation. 
Development of Pulp Wood Produc- 

tion through sustained-yield methods 

throughout Southeastern North Carolina. 

Unified Industrial and Resort Pro- 

motional Agency, supported by one, 

county-wide tax. 

Shipyards and Drydock. 
Negro Health Center for Southeastern 

North Carolina, developed around the 

Community Hospital. 
Adequate hospital facilities for whites. 
Junior High School. 
Tobacco Warehouse for Export Buyers. 
Development of native grape growing 

throughout Southeastern North Carolina. 
Modern Tuberculosis Sanatorium. 

TOP, 0’ THE MORNING 

In his manisfestation to man, Satan comes 

in three principal types: 
Satan comes as a serpent. He beguiles and 

fascinates. 
Satan comes as an angel of light. He is 

an evengelist of half-truths. 
Satan comes as a roaring lion. He is a 

brutal antagonist. 
Here is a foe to fear. How can he be con- 

quered! There are no physical weapons to 
take his measure. There are no psychic 
weapons. There is but one weapon—faith: 
“Whom resist steadfast in the faith.” 
And the reason that faith is superior to the 

weapons that are psychical and physical is 

that faith brings Christ into the conflict, and 

to Christ Satan is a defeated foe. 
—Rot L. Lauiun. 

A GREAT ACTOR DIES 

Merely a name, if even that, to the younger 
generation of drama-lovers, William Faver- 
bham, whose death at 72 followed a coronary 
embolism on Sunday, was the matinee idol 
of all idols at the turning of the century. 
Now, he is dead in a cheap rooming house 
near the mansion he owned in his heyday. 

The manner of his passing is all too famil- 
iar among actors who climb to popularity 
only to fall by the wayside when their brief 
hour is passed. There is something about the 
artistic temperament, so necessary to histrionic 
success, which makes a proper regard for 
this world’s good impossible. With money 
pouring in, realization that evil times may 
follow seems never to enter the minds of 

stage heroes and heroines. Few indeed hoard 
even a modicum of their earnings against the 
iday when their stars have faded. 

Favebsham was no exception. Under the 
Frohman management, appearing with Mrs, 
Fiske and Maude Adams, always in demand 
and compensated far above the average even 

for stars, ranking with the Drews and the 
Barrymores, the fact that adversity might 
overtake him probably was furthest from his 
mind. 

One by one of his treasures, even his home 
went to pay the piper, when he was no longei 
sought for leading roles. He asked admissior 
to a home for actors, where he cultivated j 

small garden for his keep. Then, a few weeks 

ago, he entered a cheap rooming house, when 
he went the way of all flesh, all but forgottei 
by the people whom he had thrilled by th< 
Quality of his performance and by his strik 
ing apearance and personality. It is a sac 

commentary on the transitoriness of thespiau 
fame. 

HIGH TRAFFIC PRESSURE 

/GOVERNOR Hoey’k declaration that five 
^ million dollars will he used for highway 
betterment, and that no highway funds will 

he diverted to other uses this year, brought 
general rejoicing throughout North Carolina, 

in which Wilmington and New Hanover coun- 

ty joined. The hozannahs hereabouts, how- 

ever, would be louder if we were told that 

a substantial part of the funds would be em- 

ployed in widening the highways to Wrights- 
ville and Carolina Beach. 

Any motorist who has driven these roads 

during the vacation period is well acquainted 
with the need for a third lane. For the bene- 
fit of others who know the situation only in 
off-season—and even then the crowding is 
excessive over the week-ends—it appears 

proper to note that t!he population of New 
Hanover county is swelled by at least 200,000 
vacationists during the summer and that 

this throng, in addition to the regular popu- 

lation, maintains a steady stream of motor 

vehicles between Wilmington and its popular 
beach resorts, so heavy that safety is jeopard- 
ized. Not only are the lives of drivers and 

passengers in peril, but the rate of travel is 

necessarily so slow as to be a definite handi- 

A start was made sometime ago, when the 

highway to Carolina Beach was given four 
lanes from the city to the seven-mile post. 
From that point on the highway Is a two- 

lane thoroughfare. When traffic whiqli re- 

quires the four lanes is compressed into two 

lanes the crowding results in obvious danger 
and restraint. The highway to Wrightsville 
lacks even partial relief through wider sur- 

face at either end. It has only two lanes 

throughout its length. 
Clearly an additional lane on both the 

beach highways is needed, and should be a 

part of the state highway department’s pro- 
gram for immediate improvement. The Ashe- 

ville district has three-lane highways radiat- 

ing in all directions. Wilmington believes 

them as necessary here during the summer, 

for the smooth, safe flow of traffic, as in 

the Asheville resort area. The highway de- 

partment will be performing an obvious duty 
if it devotes a part of this five million dol- 
lars the governor has allocated for road work 
to widening these two arteries to relieve the 

high traffic pressure. 

“ATN’ DAT GOOD NEWS?” 

This heading the theme of one of the finer 

negro spirituals, is chosen to introduce the 
fact that census emumerators in this district 

have escaped ToBEY-fobia and are answering 
all questions without reluctance; even the 

personal questions respecting earnings and 
such matters which Senator Tobey claims are 

unconstitutional and an invasion of the citi- 
zen’s privacy. 

It is particularly good to receive this re- 

port from J. H. Barrington, census super- 
visor of this, the Seventh district, as it 

proves that residents of southeastern North 
Carolina have not been led astray by the 
specious arguments put up by the New Hamp- 
shire senator, whose purpose, we believe, 
was solely to bring discredit, if he could, on 

the administration under which the census 

is being taken. 

It also proves that publicity' devoted to 
the secrecy of the census and the inviolability 
of its enumerators was effective, and that the 
people of this area are not to be led astray 
by false witnesses or false charges. 

“The people,” says Mr. Barrington, "are 
not listening to Senator Tobe(y and are co- 

operating with us to the fullest extent.” 
Which is a feather in the cap of the people. 

WELCOME”TO THE ROE 

One reason to be glad of being in Wilming- 
ton today is the presence of the U. S. destroy- 
er Roe, which sailed up the river yester- 
day to be the guest of the city at the start of 
its shake-down cruise. 

Met at the bar by a distinguished group 
and again at the pier by a special delegation 
of city and county officials and the Chamber 
of Commerce, officers and men were prompt- 
ly launched upon a round of entertainment 
which will close only with the ship’s depart- 
ure on Thursday. 

If Wilmington has one attribute standing 
out and above all others, it is hospitality, and 
this is a favored occasion for its exercise. 
From earliest colonial times, this section has 
been noted for friendliness; has never failed 
to welcome the worthy stranger; is always 
happiest in the role of host. 

This visit of the Roe is no exception. On 
the contrary, it offers an exceptional example 
of how well the people do in that role and 
how genuinely they enjoy entertaining guests. 

The Star joins every organization and every 
individual citizen in greeting the personnel 
of this newest acquisition of the navy, and 

regrets, as does everybody, that the visit 
must be so short. 

VITAMINS IN GRASS 

The American Chemical Society announces 

that grass contains more vitamins than fruit 
and vegetables. 

But who wants to eat grass? There is noth- 
ing to prove that even Nebuchadnezzar en- 

joyed the diet. Probably he ate it as children 
endure spinach—something that can’t be 
dodged. 

But the fact remains, and is chemically 
proved, that vitamins abound in the off- 
scourings of the lawn mower. The chemists 
have learned that 12 pounds of grass con- 
tain more vitamins than 240 pounds of fruit 
and vegetables—more in fact of these comes- 
tibles than the average person eats in a 

year. 

That disposed of, the chemists are now 

turning their expert attention to ways to 

make grass palatable in pancakes, breakfast 

foods, bread, cookies, deserts and candy. They 
may do it, but if we must take to grass and 

like it, as a horse does in spring, we’d prefer 
it in tablet form—something to be gulped 
down with water and resignation. 

WASHINGTON 
DAYBOOK 

By JACK STINNETT 
WASHINGTON, April 8.—Secretary of the 

Navy Charles Edison is seeing rare sights. A 
crack spy couldn’t see half as much. A gob, 
working his eight bells on the same ships, 
won’t see one-thi'd as much. 

Secretary Edison is, so to speak, in the 
crow’s nest during one of the greatest maneu- 

vers the Pacific fleet has put on. And the 
Pacific is heart and soul of the United States 
navy. 

Sailing from San Pedro the other day, after 

checking that new breakwater which makes it 

possible for the big ships to come within hailing 
distahce of the off-shore cutters, the Secretary 
plunged into the middle of one of those U. S. 

Navy’s maneuvers that must forever be a mys- 

tery to the people who foot the navy bill. He 
was aboard the navy flagship “Pennsylvania,” 
called the “big flag” by the boys who chew our 

salt water, because it’s the floating castle of 
Admiral James O. Richardson, commander of 
the United States fleet. 

* * * 

He’ll See All Ships 
The Pacific fleet maneuvers are known as 

“Problem 21.” which may not mean that the 

navy has come of age. But no matter what 

Secretary Edison is going to have a chance 
to get his sea-legs. 

That’s the way the navy planned it. In mid- 

Pacific, he’ll transfer from flagship to light- 
cruiser, to airplane carrier, to submarine, to 
what--have-you. He’ll see the great "attack on 

Hawaii.” In chart-room and on the bridge, he’ll 
observe every move in one of those “holy of 
holies”—a great fleet maneuver. 

At Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, after the battle's 
over, he’ll inspect the largest army force that 
the United States has stationed anywhere off 
the continent—25,000 men. 

He'll come back to the United States on the 
U. S. S. Nashville, one of the newest and latest 
and fastest of the navy’s light-heavy cruisers 
—but not until he has sat through the "critique” 
and heard the admirals praised or hanged to 
yard-arm for the way they did their jobs. 

♦ * * 

Will He Resign? 
In the vicinity of San Francisco, he’ll inspect 

the Great Almeda supply base, the R. O. T. C. 
at the University of California. He’ll go from 
there to San Diego to inspect the navy’s big- 
gest land air station; the destroyer base; the 
big marine base; and the vast San Diego naval 
training station. 

He’ll return to Washington with his head 
full of the knowledge of actual naval operations 
—probably more full than the heads of a dozen 
or so secretaries of the navy—for Mr. Edison 
is conceded by many to be one of the best 
we've had. 

But his first observation of the inner work- 
ings of his department may also be his last. 
Capital chaff has it that soon after he returns, 
he will resign his cabinet post and enter the 
race for governor of the state of New Jersey. 

Editorial Comments 
From Other Angles 

CAN SOUTH RECOVER SOME 
LOST POWER? 

High Point Enterprise 
At Philadelphia in convention assembled, the 

Democrats of the Southern States surrendered 
a power which enabled the region to veto the 
nomination of any man for President. The 
South could not nominate, but the rest of the 
country couldn't nominate against the will of 
the South. 

The solidarity of the region politically ex- 
tended past the elections to the nominating 
conventions to sufficient extent to make that 
two-thirds rule a political weapon of high im- 
portance. 

The two-thirds rule defeated a number of 
vigorous aspirants before it was abandoned. 
Woodrow Wilson probably never would have 
been President had the Democratic convention 
been able to nominate with a simple majority. 

We have heard some mild complaining about 
its surrender but no strong demand for recov- 

ery of the old power of the South in the party 
conventions Put a. retrieval of a. na.rt of that 

power is to be sought. 
The two-thirds rule was abolished in 1936 

but the same convention which abolished it 
passed a resolution instructing the National 
Committee of the party to formulate and recom- 
mend to the 1940 convention a plan to improve 
the system by which delegates are apportioned, 
and in the resolution a finger was pointed di- 
rectly at party strength in the various States 
as a guide to formula. 

It was understood that the South would re- 

gain some of the power it was surrendering 
when action was taken in accordance with that 
resolution. Quite obviously it is not truly 
democratic for Pennsylvania ordinarily to have 
more votes in a Democratic convention than 
Virginia and the Carolinas combined. Yet 
under the present plan the Quaker State, rare- 

ly Democratic, does vote 72 men against the 
G4 of those three consistently and strongly 
Democratic States. 

Vermont, with a corporal’s guard of Demo- 
crats normally, votes exactly the same strength 
in convention that South Carolina votes, an- 
other patent inequity. 

The Republicans worked out a formula to 
give the membership of the G. O. P. a fairer 
convention representation, doing it after pro- 
longed complaint over undue Southern poweT 
in Republican conventions. The Republican 
formula applied to the Democratic problem 
would be acceptable to many., 

At present each State has two votes for each 
Congressional district and four for the State 
at large. Under the Republican formula each 
Congressional district is given one vote with 
an additional vote in every district that gave 
the party as many as 10,000 votes in the pre- 
ceeding Presidential or Congressional election; 
in addition each State has two votes at large 
with three additional in case the State cast 
its electoral vote, or a majority of it, for the 

party nominee in the preceeding election. 
Upon this G. O. P. basis or some other, the 

South should recapture some of its surrender- 
ed power in the party convention. The sur- 

render was in the interest of the building up 

of a truly national party. A fairer formula 
for popular representation could not work 

against that purpose. 

A Chicago bandit, still at large, jokes and 

puns while robbing his victim. That fellow, 
says Zadok Dumbkopf, is sure to wind up in 
the pun-atentiary. 

A Canadian hockey player, candidate in an 

election, lost. Bet he' was surprised when he 
discovered there was no referee to sock in pro- 
test over thesMecision 

DYNAMITE BARGES 
SEIZED ON DANUBE 

(Continued From Page One) 

fleet near Giurgiu, Danube river 

port whence Germany ships much 

needed Rumanian oil supplies. 

Aboard were tons of dynamite. 

‘Germans alleged the British 

Planned to blockade the spot in the 

Danube known as the Iron Gate by 

sinking the barges and wrecking the 

narrow channel where the river cuts 

through the Carpathian barrier be- 

tween high cliffs. The Iron Gate 
is 280 miles up river from Giurgiu.” 

Official British quarters, acknowl- 

edging the barges were loaded with 

explosives, insisted they were to be 

used only for destroying Allied 

river craft in case of a German in- 

vasion of Rumania. 
The only official British state- 

ment on the matter was a com- 

munique saying merely that Ru- 

manian authorities had seized two 

cases of firearms which a British 

barge captain had neglected to de- 
clare in passing customs. 

The British aim was reported in 

Germany, who keeps a close watch 
over Rumania through Gestapo 
agents, to be blocking of the Iron 
Gate with sunken barges and blast- 
ing of the narrow artificial channel 

through which all river shipping- 
must pass. 

Two hundred Rumanian and Yu- 
goslav soldiers armed with machine- 
guns tonight were guarding the 

gateway where the Danube forms 
the boundary between Rumania a*-. 

Yugoslavia. Giurgiu was turned into 
a military zone by the Rumanian 
army which banned all entries with- 
out special permits. 

DESTROYER ROE 
ARRIVES HERE 

(Continued From Page One) 
bers and their guests. A large 
crowd attended. 

The ship’s officers will be enter- 
tained tonight at the club at a stag 
dinner given by the members of the 
Propeller club. 

Boarded By Delegation 
A delegation composed of city of- 

ficials and members of the Propeller 
club went down the river and 
boarded the Roe there and accom- 

panied her into port. 
The 300-foot ship, painted the 

grey-blue found on all navy ships 
nowadays, was piloted up the river 
by Captain Harold St. George, of 
the Cape Fear Pilots association, 
and she slid into the dock without 
a hitch. A group of crew members 
were sent ahead to aid in docking 
the boat. 

She will leave here Thursday. 
The Roe was only recently com- 

pleted in Charleston and Wilming- 
ton is her first port of call. 

The officers are; Lieut.-Command- 
er R. M. Scruggs, commandir}g; 
Lieut. H. O. parish, executive offi- 
cer; Lieut. R. L. Nolan, Jr., engi- 
neer officer; Lieut, w. C. Norvell, 
gunnery officer; Lieut. (jg) D. B. 
Wood, Jr., first lieutenant; Ensign 
O. B. Wiseman, communications of- 
ficer; and Ensign C. J. King, stores 
officer. 

George W.' Bailey announced all 
Wilmington theatres will be open 
to the officers and men of the Roc 
if in uniform. 

NAZI PLANES BOMB 
SCAPA FLOW BASE 

(Continued From Page One) 

Royal Air Force fighter aircraft 
and it is believed that a third which 
was severely damaged by machine 
gunfire and was last seen diving 
towards the sea met with the same 
fate.” 

Witnesses of the air battle said 

the British fighter planes tore into 
the raiding bombers like angry hor- 
nets as the searchlights picked out 
their targets. 

Spectators described the battle as 
the "grandest and most impressive” 
yet seen in the series of German at- 
tacks on the famous fleet anchor- 
age in the Orkney islands. 

The pursuit planes, each with 
eight machine guns opened up at 
full blast, broke up the formations 
of the bombers in the high-altitude 
battle. 

(In Berlin, the official German 
news agency, DNB, said that the 
raid was successful and that sev- 
eral heavy units were hit). 

The German planes flew over the 
Orkney islands surrounding Scapa 
Flow in three waves to attack the 
naval base. British fighter planes 
with machine guns blazing, hurtled 
upon the attackers, breaking up 
their formation. 

Residents of the area said the 
Germans flew at "tremendous 
height.” 

REYNOLDS URGES 
BAN ON MEXICANS 

(Continued From Page One) 

by Americans. Also, he said, “I 
don’t like the way Mexico has been 
treating American investors.” 

“Everyone knows,” Reynolds said, 
“that the government of Mexico, 
having adopted the doctrines of 
Moscow, has been stealing proper- 
ty from American citzens on a 
grand scale, secure in the belief 
that the government of the United 
States would do nothing about it. 
Trouble is brewing. 

“Thousands of Spanish anarchists 
and communists have already en- 
tered Mexico. Many of these, I am 
advised, are leaving Mexico for the 
United States, entering this coun- 
try as Mexican citizens. 

“Our government has favored 
Mexico in two many ways. A time 
of reckoning is at hand. By acts 
and conduct, Mexico is essentially a 
colony of Soviet Russia.” 

Reynolds proposed legislation to 
limit future immigration from coun- 
tries in the western hemisphere to 
the annual average for the years 
1936-39. 

He said that many “alien refu- 

• RIGHT OR WRONG ABOUT PEOPLE 

Do (old Hands Mean 
A Warm Heart! 
BY DONALD A. LAIRD 

Ph. D., Sci. D. 

People have always been Inter- 

ested in some sort of a test to 

find out whether or not the "one 

and only” returns the affection. 
One of these 

tests, favored 

by popular 
opinion, is that 
cold hands 
mean a warm 

heart. 
The emotions 

people feel do 
affect Their 
bodies pro- 
foundly, El m- 

barrassment or 

self conscious- 
ness, as every- 

-.. ».v.— one Knows, win 

DR. LAIRD cause blushing. 
A fight will cause the color 

to fade and upset digestion. 
Not so many realize, however, 

that as our emotions or moods wax 

and wane they change the tem- 

perature of our hands and feet. 
This is done by the automatic ex- 

pansion or contraction of the blood 
vessels near the surface of the 

body. All of the skin, as well as 

hands and feet, has the tempera- 
ture changed in this way by our 

feelings of the moment. 
When the blood vessels expand 

the hands get warmer. When the 

vessels contract the hands cool off 
measurably. 

But recent work at Cornell Uni- 
versity Medical School has shown 

that the popular belief was dead 

wrong. Delicate temperature meas- 

urements of the hands showed that 

anger, anxiety, worry, and extreme 

displeasure cause a temporary 
shrinkage of the blood vessels and 

make the hands colder. Cold hands 

apparently do not signify a warm 

heart. 
The Cornell researchers found that 

pleasurable emotions make the 
hands warmer, and surely love 
should be a pleasurable thing if it 
is the genuine article and not a pass- 
ing infatuation. 

Apparently there is no reason for 
the swain thinking the girl is in 
love with him because her hands 
are cold. Cold hands, in fact, may 

mean instead that she is afraid, or 

worried about being kept up too 
late. 

Perpetually cold hands may mean 

a thyroid disturbance or some dis- 
order of the heart or arteries. 

The temperature changes in the 
feet mean the same, but the changes 
in the pedal extremities, naturally, 
are only of academic or clinical in- 
terest. 
(Copyright, 1940, NEA Service, Inc.) 

NEXT: Why is Insanity In- 

creasing? 

FOREIGN WARSHIPS 
SEEK TO ENTER 

GATEWAY TO OSLO 
(Continued From Page One) 

invading planes were driven off by 
the Norwegians. 

Reports of the engagement could 
not be confirmed at once in official 
quarters. 

Difficulties in obtaining details of 
the fighting were heightened by the 
fact that Norway snapped telephone 
communication with the rest of the 
world except for "state calls.” 

Persons who tried to place long 
distance calls to the Norwegian 
capital were told that only these of- 
ficial calls would be handled. 

All telephone connections with 
Oslo were ended, apparently by Nor- 
wegian censorship shortly after an 

air raid alarm of one hour was lifted 
at 1:30 a. m. (8:30 p. m. Monday 
EST). 

The nationality of the foreign 
warships reported driven from Oslo 
Fjord was not known here. 

Within the past 24 hours both 
British and German warships had 
been reported near the Norwegian 
coast. 

The battle apparently took place 
early today shortly after Norway 
ordered all coastal lighthouses dark- 
ened and radio stations silenced. 

These emergency precautions were 

taken when reliable sources in Oslo 
had reported a German armada of 
125 ships including a pocket battle- 
ship and heavy cruisers in the Kat- 
tegat, apparently headed toward the 
Norwegian south coast. 

The fleet was said then to be at 
Lesoe off Denmark a little over a 
hundred miles from Oslo Fjord. 

Fleet Entering Skagerrak 
The Skagerrak, strategic water- 

way between Denmark and Norway 
and connecting the North sea with 
the Baltic, gives access to Oslo 
Fjord. 

This narrow arm of the sea, but 
70 miles wide, was the scene of the 
most famous naval encounter of the 
World war, the Battle of Jutland. 

SINKING OF NAZI 
TROOP TRANSPORT 

COSTS 300 LIVES 
(Continued From Page One) 

the British submarine until the ex- 

plosion of a torpedo against the 
ship’s hull. Other survivors said 
they thought the submarine was 

Norwegian until they saw the tor- 
pedo streaking through the water. 

Norwegian fishermen who were 

nearby, however, declared the Brit- 
ish submarine signalled the Nazi 
ship to halt before it sank her. 

When the Rio De Janeiro at- 
tempted to flee out of range the 
submarine loosed torpedoes, the fish- 
ermen declared. 

As the stricken vessel heeled un- 
der the impact of the first torpedo, 
German soldiers started jumping 
into the icy waters of the Skager- 
rak. 

Norwegian boats closed in to res- 
cue the men struggling in the 
water, when a second torpedo 
3truck the troopship, spraying a 
wide area with wreckage and kill- 
ing many of the Germans. Uni- 
forms on the Germans included 
those of the infantry, cavalry and 
air corps. Identification tags gave 
names, rank and military units of 
many of the dead. Most of them 
appeared to be between 20 and 27 
years old. 

A Norwegian patrol plane flying 
over the scene sped shoreward for 
aid and many fishing craft were 
sent out from Lille'sand and Aren 
dal. 

gees’ were coming into Mexico and 
other Latin American countries, 
taking out citizenship and then 
crossing the border into the United 
States. 

He said he had read reports that 
"totalitarian agents are seeking to 
gain control of Mexico, and that 
they want to use Mexico as a base 
for espionage and propaganda.” 

"If there is a Nazi base there we 
ought to knock out that base,” he 
shouted. 

GERMAN ARMADA 
NEARING NORWAY 

(Continued From Page One) 

pedo boats and two minesweepers 
going northward.” 

The reported approach of the 
fleet and the smashing aggressive- 
ness of the British admiralty im- 
pressed all Scandinavia that it had 
the European war once more on its 
very doorstep, after a narrow es- 
cape from the Finnish-Russian con- 
flict. 

s, Mysterious Sinking 
Perhaps more mystifying even 

than the advance of the German 
warships on their undisclosed mis- 
sion, was the sinking yesterday by 
a British submarine of the German 
troop transport but four miles off 
Norway's southern coast. 

Five hundred German infantry- 
men, calvarymen and airmen were 
aboard and 300 of them were killed 
or drowned. Also lost were all the 
80 horses aboard. 

The reason for the German trans- 
port's presence in these waters was 
not immediately clear, but Norway 
realized with trepidation as the bod- 
ies of the German dead were tossed 
upon her shores of the historic 
Skagerrak that the war at last was 
at her door. 

Tonight only a huge blot of oil, 
tangled wreckage and floating bod- 
ies showed the spot where the Rio 
de Janeiro went down. 

Earlier, Foreign Minister Halvdan 
Koht told parliament that Norway 
had protested to both Paris and Lon- 
don against the mining of her waters 
at dawn today, a sudden move by 
which the Allies hoped to cut off 
Germany’s Swedish ore shipments 
through Norway’s western coastal 
waters. 

Charges Law Violation 
In a public statement Koht charg- 

ed the Allies with an "open breach 
of international law” and demanded 
tjiat the mines "be removed at once 
and that the guard by foreign war- 
ships cease.” Britain was patrolling 
Norway’s waters near the new mine 
fields, stating such action would be 
for 48 hours to warn away neutral 
vessels. 

Then came news of the sinking of 
the German transport. Norwegian 
residents at Llllesand and Kristian- 
sand, where survivors were landed 
by Norwegian schooners, said those 
who were brought ashore wore green 
uniforms of the German army. 

The transport was the 5,261-ton 
freighter Rio de Janeiro, normally 
out of Hamburg in'{he South Amer- 
ican service. 

No record of any previous war 
service by the Rio de Janeiro has 
appeared in news dispatches. 

Jump Overboard 
Norwegian fishermen said the Ger- 

mans began jumping overboard into 
the Skagerrak, entrance to the Bal- 
tic Sea from the North Sea, when 
the first British torpedo struck. 
Then the second torpedo was fired 
and many Germans were killed by 
flying debris as they swam in the 
water. 

There was more British-German 
activity in the Skagerrak, but de- 
tails were vague. The German steam- 
er Kreta reported she was attacked 
by a submarine but was still afloat 
off Faerder, Southern Norway, not 
far from the scene of the trans- 
port’s sinking. 

Residents of the Norwegian coast 
reported during the day that they heard explosions at sea and saw 
airplanes out over the water which 
they could not Identify. 

In all Scandinavia, statesmen, in 
realization that the dreaded day had arrived bringing the European war to the north, gathered to discuss the cloudy future and await a feared re- taliation from Germany. 

Leaders Called 
Leaders of the Norwegian parlia- ment which was called into special 

session, said they were behind the 
government’s action in the crisis. A cabinet meeting was held in Oslo which military and naval leaders at- tended. 

„fw?derS °f aU of Denmark’s po- 

and inPgttiei!>,nilet ln Copenhagen, 
watch h 

tockhoIm Swedish leaders 

tivn nff 
£ravely- The Swedish for- 

C,e,a"MU"cea there had 

but nffi \ °. at 0n °t Swedish waters, 
ried. 

ffi ia,S admlttedIy were wor- 

Nor"we^a«he ™Jain luestions excited 

the refacc" ^ 0ne Mother was 

.i.rrsjr*”'* th® German fleet 

northward. Estimates of the num- 

^®r of ships steaming into the 
Skagerrak varied from 30 up to 100. >■ 

The torpedoed Rio de Janeiro was 
described by the Norwegian news 
agency as plainly a transport ship, 
and Scandinavians wondered f°r 
what purpose the men and horses 
aboard were intended. 

The mine fields which British \ 
ships planted off the Norwegian west 
coast this morning were heavily | guarded by British warships to- 
night, and if the Germans actually j 
were planning to attempt to remove 
uhem a tremendous sea battle was 
n prospect. 

The mine fields reach so close 
that British ships guarding them pj 
could be seen plainly from the shor*- 

HEAVY RAINS END 
FOREST FIRE WAVE 

Flames Cause Damage Run. 
ning Into Several Hundred 

Thousand Dollars 

A “godsend” In the form of heavy 
rains ended the devastating 6WC0. 
of forest fires throughout the 
Southeastern North Carolina section 
early yesterday- morning and wear. 
ied fire-fighters said last night that 
they hoped it meant the end of the 
flames that for the past week hav* 
caused damages running into sev. 

eral hundred thousand dollars, 
Most of the fires had been 

brought under control late Sunday, 
but the parched woods were atl'i 
live tinder for a flying spark until 
the rains came. 

Fire wardens contacted in the stir> 
rounding counties were unable last 
night to give any definite figure on 
the actual damages from the fires 
but all agreed that the recent 
blazes were the "most serious 
spring fires encountered in many 
years.” 

Columbus Fire Warden Bill Ed- 
monds said that a rough estimate 
of the damages was 12,000 acres ot 
timber land destroyed the past 
week. This figure, he said, does 
not include a number of fires as 

yet unreported. 
One of the largest fires In Colum. 

bus county was at Delco Saturday 
with approximately 4,500 acres of 
wooded land being burned over, 
Considerable damage was caused in 
the southern end of the county the 
past week-end, Edmonds said, with 
forest fires destroying a great 
amount of personal property, most- 
ly outbuildings. 

Edmonds said that Velton Tatum, 
who was arrested for starting fires 
a few days ago, will be given a 

hearing before the Columbus coun- 
ty recorder today. Warrants have 
been drawn for two other persons, 
who have not been apprehended, 
he said. 

W. L. Jessup, fire warden of Ons- I 
were a "godsend.” Although a ma- 
jority of the forest fires had been 
brought under control Sunday, the 
rains yesterday decreased the haz- 
ards and further dangers of fire 
considerably. 

Jessup stated that he had not 
had time as yet to check the ac- 
tual damage but hoped to have 
some definite figures within two or 
three days. He also said that war- 
rants will be issued for two or three 
persons charged with starting fires. 

A good many of the fires along 
highway 17 were apparently started 
by tourists, he said, as several ot 
the blazes originated from grass 
alongside the highway. 

Several thousand acres of wooded I 
land were burned in Onslow during j 
the past week. 

Pender, Brunswick and New Han- 
over counties all reported yesterday 
that the fires, which have been 
raging for some time, have beer, 
practically extinguished by the 
rains. 

Fire wardens said that they , 

hoped continued "April showeis" 
would further decrease the fire 
hazards. 

GERMANS OBSERVE 
TWO NEW MOVES 

(Continued From Page One) 

manian detention of a fleet of barges 
which the Germans charged were 

laden with British dynamite to block 
the vital Danube waterway. 

It appeared that the Reich's au- 

thorities have decided to let the in- 
volved neutrals have their say be- 
fore disclosing what Germany de- 
cides to do. 

The first German official reaction 
to the mining was that it was “an 

exceedingly far-reaching decision, 
the consequences of which nobody 
can forsee,” coupled with the predic- 
tion from an authorized source that 
the effects would be "tremendous." 

Then came the ominous stand of 
German officialdom that "icily cold 
Germany watches these develop- 
ments. Icily cold Germany watches 
the unfolding of this drama. Icily j 
cold Germany reserves her own de- [ 
cisions to meet the situation.” 

SHIP SINKS AFTER 
VIOLENT EXPLOSION 

(Continued From Page One) 

The agency said 88 men were 
saved. 

Rescue craft hurrying to the 
scene after the explosion found 
scores of men fighting for their 
lives in the sea which was covered 
with blazing oil, the dispatch addeil. 
The ship had vanished. 

Sixteen survivors were rescue! 
by a naval vessel, which also recov- 
ered 19 bodies. 

Other ships rescued 72 men and 
recovered 8 bodies. 

Huge crowds gathered on tho 
waterfront at Kristiansand when 
the sinking became known, Reuters 
88 id. 


