
pirate John Verrazano, In 1524, 
First To Discover The Cane Fear 

,n (.LADY'S BEST TRIPP 
-tbless pirate was the first 

„)|r,.j.-M .to, discover, the coast 

\ Carolina — perhaps a 

L,f the days when our 

;,il.mis waters would be a 

u, so many of the blood- 
cian. His name was John 

Vcn-'unun". or Giovanni di Verra- 
icim Vorrasanus, Jehan de 

I'cntin— so numerous were 

hi« al-U‘W. 
pi,. John was also a gentleman 

n,,;k and influence, an exper- 
navigator, and the French 
favorite explorer. Such was 

(,1,.11-Hyde character of our 

v..-ote in journal that 
jne living where North 

now is. were very dark, 
i; id face and angular fea- 
His stay on North Carolina 

short for he had left the 
a i,, high seas for lack of a 

;.it-harbor. 
•.Uapamundi” 

y.,., is it known he was first to 
r state? By the discovery 

1 

wrrazano Plainsphere or 

■•Jlal'iiiiuinhi” drawn up by his 

i',,],,[■ Jerome in 1529 and un- 

..... milil the last century. This 

y, cnutidi" is the earliest known 
of the North American 
in actual exploration. 

vv;;i\:s! Ml Thomassy found 
.ensphere in tlie College di 

propaganda Fide on the Piazza di 

S',,. Rome. Pleasuring about 
,1,., j-,v i! inches, it consists of two 

iiirsr'siiois lasted together and in- 
1,. oinplete world as known 

I : in, Vcrrazano from data 

,... |. ],by lohn. 
i, in, was the mapmaker of 

V, lazaiio family. John was 

at use. and'in his youth 
i.. spices, silks and other 

;, is commodities in the Medi- 

terranean. lions. 
Tiring of the life' of a trader i.c 

CI1'lfi'cj the service of Spain which 

3, ;hat ;ime was the most outstand- 

jnt European power in American 
colonization. This was his opportuni- 
ty to learn the sea paths followed by 
jar vessels for trade and commerce 

wit;-, the West Indies. 
But this life also became monot- 

onous to his. adventurous nature. 
Great quantities of gold buillion, 
pearls and sugar were being sent to 

the Spanish king from his colony in 
Mexico. In the service of Spain Ver- 
razano had no opportunity- to pos- 
sess any of these valuables. 

Rumors of rich booty naturally 
drew great numbers n£ pirates to lie 
in wait fof the ships—and soon 

among them was John Verrazano, 
or Juan Florin as his name became 
famous for his bloody deed off tha 
Southern coast of Spaih. Juan cap- 
tured the treasure fleet of Cortes, 
the biggest single exploit of hia 
career besides'.discovering: the Atlan- 
tic coast. 

Bullion Shipment 
Another shipment of goj§ bullion 

worth SC,000 ducats from Hispaniola 
fell into Juan Florentin’s hands in 
1321. He took all the prize he cap- 
tured from these ships headed for 
Spain back to the French king. Af- 
ter he had pillaged another ship 
coming from the Island of St. Do- 
mingo. he returned very rich to 

France with the ship’s cargo of 20,- 
(1 " pesos of gold and a great quant- 
id of pearls, sugar and ox hides (of 
about equal value in that day). 

Francis the First gleefully accept- 
ed the presents John brought him. 
He said that because the Kings of 
Spain and Portugal had divided the 
world without -giving him a share, 
it was lawful and just for John to 
rob their ships for France. 

France also wanted to have the 
glory of filling up the gap of unex- 

plored territory between latitudes 
34 and 43 degrees north on the Arne- 

PLANISPHERE 

'-ml JEST.ATLANTIC COAST MAI*—Jerome Verrazano, brother 
11 h'lm, tin* explorer, made a map of the world in 1529 with data sup- 

»>> John, it proves definitely that John discovered the North 
arolina coast. Shown above is the portion dealing witli fln> Atlantic 

H is the earliest known tracing of the North Atlantic coastline 
S' actual exploration. 

_____JOHN VERRAZANQ 

NOK'IH CAROLINA EXPLORER—i’iraie, gcih1.; :n, oa.T.; 
i navigator and the French King’s favorite explorer was John Verrazanu, 

above. He was the first European to discover the Atlantic coast of 

j North America including the Carolinas. He is said to have sailed up 
the Cape Fear river in 1521. 

rican coast which the geographers 
of the Congress of Badajoz were un- 

able to fill in their 1324 map. At 
that time there had been no official 
examination of the coast between 
Florida and Terra Nova (Canada). 

Of course tha. underlying motive 
was to find that shorter route to the 
West Indies. The French had ex- 

plored north from Nova Scotia and 
as far south as Penobscot. Juan 
Ponce de Leon had discovered the 

Florida mainland, and sent out 

Spanish expeditions along the Atlan- 
tic coast as far as the Savannah 
river in the 34th latitude. The coast- 
line of Mexico vas gradually expir- 
ed from 149S ui.tii 1518, and finally 
just about all hope of the passage to 
the Pacific and West Indies was 

abandoned. 

Nevertheless Johq Verrazano be- 
came excited over the opportunities 
in this far-away land as he listened 
to the tales the crews of the cap- 
tured Spanish vessels related. From 
them he became well acquainted 
with the theoretical western pass- 

age and thought that perhaps in this 
unexplored portion of America might 
be the long sought for route. 

Sudden Transformation 
So frem the ruthless pirate John 

was suddenly transposed to an ex- 

cited explorer afire with new hopes. 
With four vessels and the French 
King’s support he jubilantly set out 
across the Atlantic. But the expe- 

dition failed. 
Undaunted John started again 

January 17, 1324 with a single ship 
named Delphine or Dftuphine for 

Francis. With him were 50 men and 

eight months provisions plus the 

necessary arms—for John h a d 
learned the importance of sufficient 
arms from his life as a pirate. 

From his own account the ship 
headed first for a desolate ro k near 

the Island of .Madeira. Then for some 

S00 leagues they sai.ed west and 
then to the north for 400 leagues 
more. On MaY> h 6 they were upon 
"a country never before seen by any 
in either ancient or modern limes". 
They cruised about 50 leagues along 
-.his low-lying country in the hope of 

finding a harbor. Finally they an- 

chored off the coast and sent a boat 
ashore—to the Carolinas. 

They wrote that the shore was 

covered by sand 15 feet high in the 
shape of small hills, and that they 
found some arms of the sea which 
entered through some inlets wash- 
ing the shore on one and the other 
sides. Was it the Cape Fear en- 

trance? The land, rising from the 
sea level was covered with a thick 
forest of aromatic trees. The crew 

was sure that new country adjoined 
the orient, and they were smelling 
the eastern spices. The latitude of 
the country was cited at .*>1 north 
and in a temperate and healthful cli- 
mate. 

Sail Further North 
Further north they sailed for 50' 

leagues and arrived at a land of 

great forests. When they landed they 
found luxurious vines entwining the 

trees and producing sweet and lus- 
cious grapes. This was about where-. 

Maryland and ©claws re are now. 

From the natives is re they carried 
off a boy about eight years old to 

take home as a mascot. 
Sailing on in the daytime they 

continued north for 100 less lies to 

another pleasant place among steep 
hills from which a large river ran 
.1. + cr,o n’Uio U-5V! TM a IV 

York bay. They went a short dis- 

tance up this river and saw many 

natives with canoes. From there 

they sailed directly east for SO lea- 

gues and found a triangular island 

which they named for Luisa, the 

mother of the French king. 
Fifteen leagues beyond the island 

they entered a large bay 12 leagu s 

broad which could have been Hud- 

son bay. The land was very fertile 

and abounded with game. They stay- 

ed here 15 days and made friends 

with the nat.vos. This time instead 

of the dark skin of the natives 

along the shores of the Carolinas Fie 

natives had white complexions. This 

country was set down as latitude 41 

degrees forty minutes north in the 

parallel of Rome. 
This country they left May 6 and 

sailed 200 leagues. This time the 

natives were exceedingly barbarous 

and hostile. Leaving quickly the 

ship cruised further and found 32 Is- 

lands within 50 leagues. On they tra- 

veled until they had reached the 50 

degree of north latitude where the 

Portuguese had commenced their dis- 

covery toward the Ai ctic circle. 

As their provisions were nearly 
gone, they took in wood and water 

and returned to France. John states 

they had coasted along an unknown 

country for 700 leagues and added 

that although the people were with- 

out religion they could easily be 

persuaded and performed with tV“- 

vor acts of Christian worship per- 

formed by the explorers. So the 

many side Serazaro was probably a 

Christian in spite of bis pirate ten- 

dencies. 
All The Coast 

Thus Verrazano discovered all the 

coast from the Tropic of Cancer 

from the eight and twentieth unto 

the 50th degree as stated by Rich-, 

ard Hakluyt in his "Voyages.” He 

also planted in this country the Kn- 

signes and artnes of the King of 

France, so that the Spaniards them- 

selves who came later named the 

country Terra Francesca. 

What happened to John A erraza- 

THRONG PLEAShTT 
BY SENIOR PLAY 

‘Spooks’ Proves One Of Best 

Events Here In Sev- 
eral Years 

“Spooks.” a melodrama in three 
acts by Robert J. Sherman, was 

presented in the New Hanover 

High school auditorium Friday 
night before one of the largest 
crowds ever to gather in the audi- 
torium. 

The modern version of “who 
done it” was presented in a con- 

vincing manner and, on several oc- 

casions brought screams from the 
audience. 

The cast of characters follows: 
Elliott Butterfield, Sam Beh- 

rends; Judy, Florence Davis; Ma- 
rion Blackwell, Margaret Becker; 
Sam. Bradford Tillery; Douglas 
Blackwell, Billy Small; La ur otto 

Payne, Orma Jean Willis; Silaw 
Willoby, John Evans; Messenger 
B03', Robert Stroup; Inspector Ry- 
an, Sanky Blanton; Miss Brown, 
Nancy Norton; police officer, Tom 

Polvogt. 
The entire play took place in the 

oh] mansion of Simon Blackwell. 
Those on the Senior play com- 

mittee were: Evelyn Atkinson, 
Louise A ’ells, Louise Hooper and 
Eloise otliell, properties and cos- 

tumes; Bill Beery, gig Bear and 
Allan strange, staging. 

Those on the faculty .play .com- 
mittee were Mrs. Clove Sy mines, 

and Miss.Janie Allsbrook,. coaches; 
■Miss Adline Jones .and Miss^.Mar- 
tha stack, staging publicity and 
properties. 

The furniture was used through 
the courtesy of the Wilmington 
Furniture company. 

Local Naval Recruits 
Making Good Records 

Three young men, Wilmington 
'oi rescnutlives at the U. S- Naval 
Training Station, Norfolk, Va., have 
became prominent in both sport and 
military activities at the training 
unit, according to L. Choate, chief 
boatsman’s mate. 

W. D. Bass of Wilmington has 
been made petty officer of Platoon 
31, is on the first nine of the base- 
ball team, and is strokeinan of the 
one-mile racing team. 

F. B. Snoeden of Seagate is both 
captain of the winning racing team 
and petty officer of the regimental 
guard. 

M. F. Bass of Wilmington, .broth- 
er of AY. D., is a member of the 
carman's crew. All three are mem- 

bers of the Platoon 31, known as; 
tlie “Roaring Thirty-First.” 

Churches Are Thanked 
For Better Homes Aid 

The Better Homes committee of 
Wilmington wishes to express to 

the following churches thanks for 
contributions to the Mary A. Hew- 
olt home, it was announced yes- 

ierday: 
Winter Park Baptist, Temple Bap- 

tist. St. Paul's Lutheran, First Bap- 
tist, Trinity Methodist, St. John's 
Episcopal, Fifth Avenue Methodist. 
St. John's Episcopal, Fifth Avenue 
Methodist Episcopal, First Presby- 
terian and \\ r lit ;b< ro Baptist. 

no when he returned? Some say he 
was captured by the Spanish in a 

short time and hanged for his pira e 

stealings of Spanish gold. Others 
that he returned to America a se- 

cond time and here perished at the 
hards of hostile natives. 

(Author’s Note: Source material 
used in the preparation of this 
article was obtained through re- 

search by Margaret Beaufort Miller 
and Job. Marshall.) 

21 Enlisted Locally 
For Service In Navy 

A total of 21 men were-enlisted! 

n the TJ; S. Navy through the YW.il- 

nlngton Navy Recruiting-station, 
luring the month of April, F' L. 

iViiiiamsft. recruiting'' officer, an- 

lounoed.. yesterday. 
Milton.' H.>; Cornier, 18, ‘703 N. 

fifth street, son of. Mrs. G. Homier; 
Tomer L. Clark, 19, Route 1, Wib 
rdngjton,.son- of Mr. and Mrs. T.-C. 
.'lark; John W. Le\yis, 18, 1302 
Market street, Wilmington; son of 
Mrs, L. W. Lewis; Marshall G. 
Rrissotn, 18, Route 2, Wilmington 
son of Mr. and Mrs. W, L. Gris- 
som; William F, Sutherland, 21, 
132 S. .Front street, son of Mrs. N. 
Sutherland; Thomas W. Skipper, 18, 
Route ’lpLCland, son of Sirs.' L. L. 
Skipper; Cecil M, Andersonj 2!, 
Route 2, Leland, sdn] of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. O. Anderson; James E. 
Raney, 27, of Leland, son of Mrs. 
Elizabeth G'ihey; Edward B. Russ, 
-’3, Leland, son of MrS. M. IP Russ; 
Allen T. Child, 23, Navassa, Son of 
Mr.'- C. W. Child; Franklin C. 
Marlowe, "-8, Cerro Gordo; son of 
Mr. and Mrs. F. R. Marlowe; AafCn 
Cumber,' 21, Route 1, Tabor City,' 
son of Mr. and Mrs. B.. Hi Cum- 
ber; Albert J.. Stroud, 18, Route 
2, Kenahsville,-son of Mr. and Mrs. 
A. /R. StroUd; Clifton J. Guy, 24, 
Route 1, Warsaw,-son of Mr. ami 
Mrs. C. Guy; Henry C. Wood,. 13, 
and Robert M. Wood, 18, Route 1, 
Kerr, son of Mr. J. B. Wood; Wil- 
fred G. Hines 18, and Cleveland. C. 
Hines, Jr., 20, Holly Ridge, sons of 
Mr. and Mrs, C. C. Hines; Eugene 
\Y. Spencer,., 18, Southport, son of 
Mrs. Haste; C'ain;^ Eddie,-B. Mitchell, 1 

negro, ik, Route T, Hailsboro, son 1 

of J,.J, Mitchell. ] 

Hubert McKoy Seeking 

One of the McKoy brothers, stu- 
dents at Hemenway school, who 
have won prizes in the Garden pro- 

among the pupils at Hemenway 
school who are trying harder than 
ever this year to win the contest 
cup. 

This school, says Director Carl 
Rehder, has offered more entries in 
the contest this year than in sev- 

eral years. 
The following .letter was written 

to Rebdep by Hubert McKoy, new- 
est entrant of the McKoy clan: 

“My Dear Mr. Rehder: 
“For the past three years one of 

my brothers has won a prize in the 
garden contest. This year we hope 
to add. another prize to the McKoy 
collection. 

“I have a garden at 418 Red Cross 
street, and I would like for you to 
see it. My onions and mustard are 

about ready to eat. We enjoy work- 
ing in the garden and eating all 
the nice, fresh vegetables. 

"We certainly appreciate all you 
and the Star-News have done for" 
us and want to thank you for it. 

/ “Very Sincerely, 
“Hubert McKoy.” 

r\ • r, firm 

ifispme Between wrn 

Supervisors Settled 
The hearing on a disagreement 

(’tween two supervisors on a New 
Hanover county WPA project, 
scheduled yesterday morning at 
lie WPA area headquarters, Front 
md Walnut streets, was not held 
.'or the reason that differences were 

amicably adjusted, L. J. Jordan, 
WPA district manager, reperted. 

A settlement satisfactory to both 
sides was reached by representatives 
luring conferences held prior to 
he scheduled hearing on the com- 

olaint, the nature of which was not 
disclosed. Such a hearing, custom- 

try with WPA policy, was said lo 
aave involved a misunderstanding 
tboiit work on projects locally. 

_ 
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S UP ER. ~fr 

PRICES $% '1 /g Til GENUINE 
4 

START AT FRIGIDAIRE 

Suiton-Council Furniture Co. 
SERVICE WITH A SMILE 

310 N. FRONT ST. PHONE 1070 

IN LIS Cj 

THE j 
LOWEST | 

PUNT THEM 
YOURSELF 

AMD SAVE! 
Fashion-wise folks are buying 
Thrift Craft unfinished furniture 
these days! They know it’s the 
way to have smart, personalized 
rooms on little money. Here at 
Sears we have a complete assort- 
ment of the most popular pieces— 
in a wide range of styles. Fashion- 
ed of sturdy Douglas fir and 
smoothly sanded, ready for your 
brush. Choose today and save! 

I -* ■ » 
——————— 

| Buy Anything Totaling $10 
^ or More On 

EASY PAYMENTS 

SEARS HAS A COMPLETE ASSORTMENT! | 
! CHAIR—3 spindle back; fluted legs; QOa 

roomy 15xl5-in. seat. _ 

£ HIGH CHAIR — Strong stretcher base. 

j Overhead Swinging $2.49 
KM ’EHOLE DESK— r oms drawers. Extra I 
S-S” 1"■ : s 10.98 
VANITY BENtT'H—Smart kidney g I 4 Q 
shape. Curved spindle back _ 

HUTCH CABINET — 18th century design. 

‘T. £5.45 
DRESSING TABLE—Big top, 34xlS inches. 
Folding arms for drapery. Q Q 
Height 30 inches _ 

WtS.SQ 

4-DRAWER CHEST—Modern design. imv! 
Height 36 (I 
inch _____*?'- **«> 3 

CORNER CABINET—includes hinges, knobs, 
hardware. ©C ffjj Q 
68 in. high ..._ 

wO.SJO 

CHAIR—Cathedral type. Roomy © I IQ 
5 15xlo-inch seat. Panel back _W • » I 3 

DROP LEAF TABLE—Turned legs. ©Q QO 
Opens to 42x36 inches _Ww«3U 
"N___ 

STOOL—Very handy! Extra strong. QOn 
Height 24 inches ___K 

STUDENT’S TABLE — Doubles as utility I 
.S2.98 i 

GATE LEG TABLE—Heavy 5-ply top. Closed 
36x9 3-4 inches. M QQ 
Open, 36x36 inches _ g 

— 

BOOKCASE—Modern design. 48 inches high. 
Heavy rounded posts. Smooth ©A An 
corners, top, edges _ 

W**«*t!U 

BUNK BED—Heavy posts. Flrmlv braced. 

LTef ___s 11.98 I 

FOLDING SCREEN—Wood frame; fiberboard 
panels. Double acting I An 
metal hinge _^ ■ ■**** 

5-DRAWER. CHEST—Rounded ©i I QQ j 6 

corners, edges. Modern pulls_I.IIO 

ALL-PURPOSE TABLE—6 roomy drawers. 
Opened, © i i Q Q 

EXTENSION TABLE—Turned legs; rounded 
edges. Opens to ©C AR 
52x30 inches .... 

___s 

ADIRONDACK SET 

* Chair $1.S8 

Table $1.79 Seiiee $3.29 
Buy one piece or all three it’s fun to paint them! 

Economy, too, at this money-saving price! Husky 
Adirondack design withstand wear and weather. Adds 

restful .'style-to your lawn-Wide flat arms. Comfortably 
tilted backs. 

-.---—-—-—-i 

ATTEND THE MR SHOW I 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, 3:00 O'CLOCK I 

;f.: SPONSORED SY THE JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


