
Majority Of Owner - Occupied Homes , 

Here Found Badly In Need Of Repair' 
(Editor’s Note: This is the sec- 1 

««h of a series of stories dealing 
with the results of the real proper- 
ty survey conducted here in 1939 

by the WPA under the sponsorship : 

of the North Carolina state plan- 
Bing board. The third dealing with 
the low income housing area sur- j 

vey will appear in The Star-News 
In the near future.) 

BY ROD SPARROW 
A study of the value of housing 

property in Wilmington, the dura- 

tion of occupancy, rentals and ren- 

tal values, the size of existing 
dwellings, the amount of physical 
equipment they contain, and densi- ] 

ty of population is a matter which 
should be of interest not only to 

those interested in housing as a i 

sociological matter but to those en- ■ 

gaged in housing as a profit-mak- 
ing venture. 

For that reason the contents ol 

the real property survey conducted 
here in 1939 by the WPA under the , 

sponsorship of the North Carolina | 

state planning board should be in- t 
valuable to many people in Wil- , 

mington. 1 
Values 1 

The median value for owner-oc- j 
cupied structures containing one to , 

four dwelling units in Wilmington 1 

is from $3,000 to $3,999, the survey : 

reveals. For single family owner- i 

occupied dwellings (into which type 1 

most structures fall), the median : 

if aw hbfwobn $9. 500 and $2,999. < 

“More than one-third of this type 
are valued at less than $2,000,“ the 

report says. “Almost 40 per cent 
of them are valued between $2,000 
and $4,999, while 690 of them, or 

25.7 per cent are valued at $5,000 
or over. As is to be expected, a 

high percentage of those structures 
in need of major repairs or unfit 
for use falls in the low value 

groups. The one-third of all owner- 

occupied structures valued at 

less than $2,000 claims over three- 

fourths of the owner structures re- 

ported in poor repair, and also con- 

stitutes well over 70 percent of 

those structures valued at less than 

$1,000, over 40 per cent of those 

valued between $1,000 and $1,499, 
and almost 21 percent of those val- 

ued between $1,500 and $1,999. 
“Over half the single family own- 

er-occupied structures in Wilming- 
ton consist of five or six rooms. 

The median value of the five room 

structures falls between $1,000 and 
$1,499, whereas that for the six- 

room units is between $2,500 and 

$2,999.” 
The report indicates that more 

than a third of the houses in the 

city are encumbered with mort- 

gages. 
Mortgages 

“Of the 3,027 owners reporting 
on mortgage status,’’ the report 
says, “1,159, or 38.3 per cent are 

so encumbered. The highest pro- 
portion of mortgaged structures oc- 

curs in the $2,500 — $3,999 value 

groups, which represent about one- 

fourth of all owner-occupied struc- 
tures and which report 46.9 per 
cent mortgaged. All other value 
groups show little variation from 
the percentage of the owners as a 

whole. 
"Houses of more recent construe 

tion show a higher mortgage inci- 
dence than older structures. Over 
65 percent of those owner-occupied 
structures built during the five year 
lmci Vdl nit 

istence of mortgages. Of all struc- 
tures built since 1920, 48.3 per cent 
are mortgaged, while for those 

juilt before then the proportion is 

(3.8 per cent. Owner occupied 
tructures in poor repair report a 

lightly larger proportion free 

rom encumbrance than owners as 

whole, which is possibly attribu- 

able to the poor loan risk of pro- 

jerties seriously in need of re- 

iairs.” 
Duration of Occupancy 

Duration of occupancy is a mat- 

er which affects the desirability o 

■ental property as an investment, 
ust as the tendency of owners to 

iccupy their homes for longer pe- 

riods than tenants is important as 

factor which influences the sta- 

lility of population. 
In Wilmington, the survey report 

:ays, the comparative difference 
letween the duration of owner and 
enant occupancy are “striking. 

“While 81.4 per cent of owners 

iccupied the same dwelling for five 

'ears or more,” the report says, 
the same is true of only 22.8 per 
•ent of the tenants. Noteworthy, 
oo, is the fact that 32.5 per cent of 

he tenants in Wilmington have oc- 

upied their present dwellings less 

han one year, with 20 per cent re- 

torting an occupancy duration of 
ess than six months. The median 
[uration of occupancy for the en- 

ire city is from three to five years, 
or owners it is from 10 to 20 years, 
jut that for tenants falls to from 

wo to three years. There is little 
ndication of difference in duration 

Ut-i~ upau'-j e>~ -—ir-i 

:ept that among tenants the ex- 

remely high brackets above $75 
•eport a median duration of three 

,o five years, and owners whose 

-ental values are over $100 a month 

•eport median occupancy durations 
)f 20 years or more. 

“Size of dwellings does not seem 

;o affect duration in Wilmington, 
lor can any conclusions be drawn 

;he single family structure is so 

ibout duration of occupancy among 
since the sampling types other than 

;he different types of structures, 
small. Structures in poor repair 
also show little variation, both 
imong tenants and owners, from 
he median duration for their re- 

spective occupancy groups.” 
What of rentals and rentals val- 

les? 
“Although rental prices are de- 

ermined by a number of factors, 
ncluding demand,” the report 
says, “minimum costs for the con- 

struction of adequate houses and 
he rents which they should profit- 
ibly command can more or less 
je established.” Since miminum 
•ents can be determined, an analy- 
sis is attempted, in the next of this 

series of articles, of such mini- 
snums and markets for them; that 
s, the number of families now in- 

adequately housed whose incomes 
would permit them to pay the ren- 

tal price of adequacy. 
Rentals 

“First, however, it is essential to 
examine existing rentals in the 
city, and the housing conditions 
which prevail among the different 
rent groups. 

“Almost 65 percent of all dwell- 
ings units in Wilmington rent for 
less than $20 a month, over hall 
rent for less than $15 a month a 

about 30 per cent rent /nder $10 a 

month. The proportion of owners 

whose rental values are low is 
much smaller than that for ten- 

TXTV-. 11/-. f)Q 7 r\nr r>ont nf num. 

ers report rents less than $20 a 

months, the same is true of 75.6 

per cent of the tenants. Only 30.2 

per cent oi an owueu xcyuxt 

of less than $15 a month, as com- c 

pared with 74.2 per cent of the ten- j 
ants, and rents of less than $10 a 

month account for 9.8 per cent of 1 

the owners in contrast to 37 per 
^ 

cent of the tenants. The difference j 
between both types of tenure of 

^ 
rent values ranging from $20 to 

$30 a month is smaller than those 
f 

in any other rent group, such rent 
( 

values occurrin gamong owners in 

18.9 per cent of the class as com- 

pared with 13.1 per cent of the t 
tenants. In rentals about $30 a 

^ 
month, however, not only is there j 
a greater proportionate occurrence ^ 

among owners (41.4 per cent) than j 
among tenants (11.3 per cent) but 

owners exceed tenants in the ac- 

tual number reporting higher rents 

(1,524 owners, 674 tenants), in spite j 
of the fact that tenants are almost 
twice as numerous as owners in j 
Wilmington. 1 

j 
“The median rental tor all dwell- ( 

ings in Wilmington is from $10 to ( 
$15 a month, that for owners ran- ( 
ges from $25 to $30, while fcr { 
tenants it is the same as for the 

city as a whole—$10 to $15 a month. 
Rents are little affected by the 
inclusion of furniture or facilities 

( 
in rent price, since only 146 or 2.2 

percent of all tenant-occupied and j 
vacant dwellings report furniture 
included in rent. 

"Owner occupied structures built 
since 193a show the highest median 
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tenure. The median drops to from 
$15 to $20 for structures built be- 
fore 1860 and through 1894, and 
to from $30 to $40 for those built 
before 1860. The last two age 
groups, comprising 31 dwellings, 
number among them the well-pre- 
served, large mansions of historic 
old Wilmington, a fact which pro- 
bably accounts for their high rent- 
al value. Tenant-occupied dwellings 
built from 1925 through 1929 re- 

port the greatest median rent, be- 
tween $25 and $30, of all tenant 
age groups. Tenants in all other 
age groups report a median rent 
from $10 to $15, except those built 
since 1935, the median for which is 
from $15 to $20 a month. 

“Of the sixteen reports on rent 
for structures under construction 
at the time of the survey (1938) 
four were estimated at between 
$50 to $75 a month, one over that 
sum, three from $40 to $50, two 
from $30 to $40, three from $15 to 
$30, two from $10 to $15, and one 
from $5 to $10 a month. The me- 

dian rent value for all these is 
from $30 to $40, the same as that 
for all dwellings built during the 
last five years. 

Conditions and Rents 

“The relationship which the con- 

dition of structures bears to the 
rents they command has been dis- 
cussed already. Stated in terms of 
rent returns, the survey reveals 
that of all dwellings which rent 
for less than $10 a month, 65.9 
per cent are in the poor condition 
categories, as are 41.1 per cent of 
those which rent for from $10 to 

$15 a month, rent groups which 
include over 50 per cent of all 
dwelling units in Wilmington. 

“Other interesting conclusions be 
drawn from an analysis of the 
dwellings in the different rent 

groups and the families livig in 
Tlxurollinoc rpnnrtina lmw rpnt. 

als show a greater proportion ol 
families with children under 14, 
than those reporting higher rent- 

Is. Of all occupied dwellings in c 

le city, 47.6 per cent report the a 

resence of children. The propor- t 
on is greater than this average ( 
i>r every rent group under $20 a f 
lonth. Those rent groups exceed- r 

ig $20 a month show a decreas- f 
rg proportion of families with chil- ^ 
ren as the rents rise. Since the « 

reatest number of units rent for ] 
rom $5 to $15 a month, it is nat- c 
ral to find the largest number c 
f families, regardless of their re- e 
pective sizes, in these rent groups. c 
t is interesting, however, to note j 
hat, as the size of the group in- j 
reases, the proportion paying low 
ents increases. Thus while 49.7 per 
ent of these groups containing one ! 
nd two people pay from $5 to $15 
month for rent, 57.4 per cent of 

he groups with seven and eight 1 

eople pay from $5 to $15 a month * 

or rent, and 66.5 per cent of those 1 

nth nine and ten people pay these 
aw rentals. 

“Greatest Problem” 
* 

“It is manifest that Wilmington’s ( 

reatest housing problem is to be i 
ound among that largest part of \ 
ts tenant population which lives < 

n low renting units. From the , 

arge proportionate occurrence of 
mdesirable characteristics among j 
hese low-renting dwellings, two 
:onclusions can be drawn; first, 
hat low rentals are maintained in 
Vilmington by the perpetuation of 
idequate conditions; and second, , 

hat inadequate conditions are tol- 
erated because of an inability to 
jay the higher rentals that ade- 
juacy demands, and profit is to 
>e realized.” 

Sizes. Of Houses 
Persons planning to erect houses 

or rent will find the following ex- 

:erpt from the report of interest, 
lor it indicates the size of house 
n Wilmington which is most sel- 
lom found: 

“The five-room dwelling predom- 
nates in Wilmington, accounting 
Eor 24.4 per cent of all units. The 
lour and six room units, respec- 
.ively are next in' order of fre- 
quency, the former representing 
20.2 per cent of all dwellings units 
and the latter 17.8 per cent. In 
addition, 15.6 per cent of all dwell- 
ngs consist of three rooms. The 
remaining dwellings sizes, .ranging 
Irom one to those of eight or more 

rooms, represent less than 10 per 
rent of the total units in the city, 
.vith the one room dwelling occur- 

ring in less than one per cent of 
the cases and the eight or more 
rooms in 8.8 per cent of the total. 

“The proportionate pccurence of 
the different size groups varies with 
jwnei aim leiiam occupancy. anus 

while the greatest number, amount- 

ing to almost one-fourth of all own- 

srs, lives in 6 room houses, most 
tenants fall into the four or five 
room size groups, with a slightly 
greater number in the four room 
units. Only 4.2 per cent of owners 

occupy^ dwellings of three rooms 
or less, while 29.8 per cent of the 
tenants occupy units of this size. 
The median size for all dwellings 
in the city is five rooms, that 
for owners is six, while for ten- 
ants it is four. Although owners 

occupy only 31.6 per cent of all 
dwellings, they represent 66.7 per 
cent of all units containing seven 
rooms or more. Of all owners 85.6 
per cent live in units of five or 
more rooms, but this is true of 
only 45.5 per cent of the tenants. 

The acerage size dwelling unit 
varies considerably with the type 
of structure thus. Although the fiye 
room unit predominates both in 
city as a whole and among single 
runiiij uv.inv.iuui cu uv. Viii V.O. xuv. 

three room size unit is most pre- 
valent in all other type structure. 
The exceptions are the two family 
two decker and the four family 
double decker types, which report 
almost 1,000 dwelling units in Wil- 
mington, and which average four 
rooms. Among the 300 odd dwell- 
ings units listed as “other non-con- 
verted” types,' the two-room unit 
is average. 

“Units with four rooms or less 
show a greater proportion in the 
poor conditions categories than 
larger units. Almost 50 per cent 
of all dwellings in Wilmington con- 

taining one to four rooms are in 
poor condition, as compared with 
23.2 per cent of those units with 
five or more rooms. Although one 
to four room units represent 41.9 
per cent of the city’s total, they 
include 59.7 per cent of all dwell- 
ings in poor condition. In general, 
each successive size group reports 
a decreasing proportion of units 
in poor condition. White families 
report slightly greater proportions 
in the one and two room units than 
negroes, whose largest proportion- 
ate occurrence in the three, -four 
and five room units. The propor- 
tionate racial occupancy among 
units of six rooms or more is far 
greater among white than among 
negro families. However, negroes 
occupy over half of all three and 
four room units, although their to- 
tal occupancy represents only 
38.4 per cent of all units in Wil- 
mington. 2 

“Units of from one through three 
rooms report a median rent of 
from $5 to $10 a month, the median 
for four and five room units rises 
to from $10 to $15, that for six 
rooms from $20 to $25, for seven 
rooms from $25 to $30 and for 
units of eight rooms the median 
ranges from $40 to $50 a month. 
Over 65 percent of the two and 
three room units, and 46 percent 
of the four room units pay less 
than $10 a month for rent.” 

Euipment 
Household equipment may be 

classed either as “desirable” or 

“necessary.” Proper cooking and 
refrigeration equipment is desir- 
able in every household, but pro- 
per lighting, water, plumbing, and 
heating facilities are essential to 
any dwelling if it is to be consider- 
ed adequate in terms of health, 
safety, morals and general welfare. 

“In Wilmington,” the reports 
shows “74.1 per cent of all dwell- 
ings have installed electric lights. 
The remaining 25.9 per cent still 
utilize oil lamps and other lighting 
devices. Owners indicate that 11.4 

per cent of their number are with- 

Ut installed electric ^tmg. as 

,n fi npr cent, are almost one 
re ,3 nf aU tenant occupied units. 

-Je^ptcLt of all unit renting 

- cLaofm£s; SuS 
Br°Sfrom..$5 to $10 a month, are not 

S rdent0groeup! which contains the 

reatest number of units in the 

itv reports 27.7 per cent, or over 

ne fourth of its number, without 

lectric fighting. In all, 47 per cent 

f those dwellings which rent for 

bss than $15 a month do not have 

istalled lighting. 
“Three hundred and fifty, or 3. 

,er cent of all dwelling units lack 

nstalled heating of any kind, only 

S 2 percent have installed furnace 

ieatinCT equipment, and the greate- 
st number of units, 8,250, or 86 1 

,er cent of the city’s total rely 

n “other installed” heating facin- 

ies, such as fireplaces, oil burn- 

rs, wood and coal stoves, etc. 

Vhile less than one Percent of all 

iwPllinss renting under $20 a 

nonth have furance near mswueu, 

he proportion of dwellings of 

quipped rises tremendously with 

■ach successively higher rent 

Toup. It is therefore likely, on the 

iasis of evidence of other lacks in 

idequate housing among those 

lame low rent groups that climate 

s not the only factor responsible 
or the absence of modern heating 

equipment. 
Half Lack Plumbing 

‘The presence of plumbing faci- 

ities is one of the most incontro- 

vertible standards of adequacy in 

rousing. The fact that 48.5 percent, 
,r almost half of Wilmington’s 
iwellings, lack adequate sanitary 
facilities represents a serious pro- 
blem in terms of the general wel- 

fare of the city. 
“Included in the 4,646 units 

which do not have a minimum of 
me private indoor toilet and 

bath are 2,102 dwellings, or 21.9 

per cent of the total, which have 

a toilet but no bath; 917 units, 
or 9.6 per cent, which share toilet 
faclities; 133 units, or 1.4 per cent, 
which have running water but do 
not extend that utility for toilet 
and bathing purposes, and 1,494 
units, or 15.6 per cent, which have 

neither running water nor private 
indoor toilets and baths. 

“The distribution of santiary fa- 

cilities by occupancy reveals that 

among owners 26.1 percent report 
less than the minimum standards, 
while among tenants 58.4 per cent 
are inadequately equipped. That 
other factors have to be dealt with 
when considering the high incid- 
ence of inadequate facilities is at- 

tested by the fact that over half 
of the plumbing inadequacies in 

VV lulling lull --- ~- 

units which are either in need of 

major repairs or unfit for use. 

“As with other undesirable as- 

pects of housing, the lack of ade- 

quate sanitary facilities is prepon- 
derant among the low-renting units. 
Thus, over 98 percent of those 
dwellings which run under $5 a 

month are ill-equipped, 95.5 per- 
cent of those renting between $5 
and $10, and 65.8 percent of those 

renting between $10 and $15 a 

month are similaly without proper 
facilities. Here again, as rent val- 
ues rise, the incidence of dwellings 
inadequately equipped declines 
sharply.” 

Race Distribution 
At the time plans for erectior 

of white and colored low-rent hous- 
ing projects in Wilmington were 

announced by HACOW there was 

some question as to wny me pi ej- 

ect for negroes was larger than 
that for white people. The answer 

is found in that section of the 
real property survey report deal- 
ing with race distribution. 

“Although the proportion of own- 

ership among negroes compares 
favorably with that among white,” 
the report comments, “the differ- 
ence between the races in the de- 
gree of structural inadequacies, as 

well as other undesirable housing 
characteristics, is very marked for 
both owners and tenants. 3 

“While for the city as a whole 
31.7 per cent of all occupied units 
are in the poor condition categor- 
ies, 60.2 per cent of the negro 
dwellings fall into these groups, as 

compared with only 13.9 per cent 
of the white. Although the white 
occupancies in the city exceed 
those of negroes by 2,075 units, 
negro dwellings not only show a 

greater proportion in poor repair 
than do the white, but they also 
outnumber the white occupants liv- 
ing in such condition groups by 
1,308 units.” 

Figures cited by the report indi- 
cate a consistent difference in con- 

dition between the race groups for 
both types of tenure. 

“While 5.9 per cent of white own- 
ers live in dwellings in poor condi- 
tion, 40.6 per cent of the negro own- 
ers live under similar circum- 
stances. White tenants report 18.4 
per cent of their number in the 
poor conditions groups, as com- 

pared with 68.6 per cent of the ne- 

gro tenants. Of all units in poor 
repair 27 per cent are occupied by 
white families and 73 per cent by 
negroes. Of all owners in the poor 
condition categories, 21.7 per cent 
are white and 78.3 per cent are ne- 

gro; of all tenants 28.2 per cent are 
white and 71.8 percent are negro. 

“Negroes in Wilmington also oc- 

cupy the greatest proportion of 
low-rental dwellings. While 14.4 
per cent of the city’s white resi- 
dents pay less than $10 a month 
for rent, 49.5 per cent, or almost 
half of the negroes fall in this rent 
group,” the report says. 

“Negro owners occupy an even 

greater proportion of all owner- 

occupied dwellings with low rental 
values than do negro tenants 
among all low renting tenant oc- 

cupancies. Over 70 per cent of all 
owner-occupied units with a rental 
value of less than $5 a month, 91.5 
per cent of those between $5 and 
$10 a month, 76.2 per cent of those 
between $10 and $15 a month,' and 
52.5 per cent of those betwee n $15 
and $20 a month are occupied by 
negroes, with proportions which 
greatly exceed the total proportion- 

ite occurrence of negro occupancy 
'or the city as a whole, which is 

(8.4 per cent.” 
Overcrowding 

Overcrowding apparently is not 
much of a problem in Wilmington, 
rhe standard used by the real 

property survey for determining 
adequacy of dwelling unit space is 

one and one-half persons per room, 

rhe average number of persons 
per dwelling unit for all occupied 
dwellings in Wilmington is 3.8 per- 
sons, with negro dwellings showing 
a slightly higher average—3.9 per- 
sons. The only size of dwelling 
group in Wilmington which reports 
more than one and one-half per- 
sons per room are the 77 one-room 

units, which average two persons 
per room. 

The report shows that although 
the average number of persons for 
all dwelling units, except those of 
one room, does not exceed the 
standard of one and one-half per- 
sons per room, actually 644 units, 
or slightly more than 7 per cent of 
the city’s total report the pres- 
ence of more than the standard 
number of Dersons r>er room. 

These 644- dwellings house, in 

adequate space, 13.5 percent of 
all individuals enumerated in the 

survey. Here again tenants show 
the greatest proportion of over- 

crowding, with 17.5 per cent of all 
persons, as compared with 5.4 per 
cent of those in owner-occupied 
dwellings, living in units which 
house more than one and one-half 
persons per room. 

“That the different factors which 
constitute housing problems tend to 
occur in the same places or in the 
same structures is further evi 
denced by the fact that over 50 per 
cent of the dwellings which are 

overcrowded are also either in 
need of major repair or unfit for 
use,” the report points out. “Con- 
versely, though little more than 1 

per cent of Wilmington’s dwellings 
are overcrowded, over 12 per cen1 
of those in need of major repairs, 
and 17 per cent of those unfit foi 
use are overcrowded. Overcrowd- 
ing also occurs more frequently ir 
low-renting units than others. Ovei 
22 per cent of those units whicl 
rent for less than $5 a month, 1‘ 

per cent of those renting for frorr 
$5 to $10 a month and 9.2 per cen1 

of those renting for from$10to$l! 
a month are overcrowded, while 
all other and higher rent groups 
show decreasing proportions o: 

overcrowding, and in all cases less 
than five per cent. 

“A little less than half of Wil 
mington’s occupied dwelling units 

report the presence of children. Oi 
these units almost 14 per cent re 

port inadequate dwelling space 
while those without children repor 
only 1.2 per cent overcrowded 
More than a third of the peoph 
enumerated were under 20 year: 
of age at the time of the survey 
While 13.7 per cent of all person: 
in the enumerated area live unde: 
crowded conditions, 21.8 per cen 

of those 20 years old, as compare) 
with only 8.5 per cent of those 20 o 

more years of age, were found ii 
overcrowded homes, and almost ; 

fourth of all children under 1 
years of age were similarly situ 
ated. More than half of these pec 
pie living in dwellings which ar 

too small for their groups are ur 

der 20 years old; 42.4 per cent c 

them are children under 15 year 
of age. 

“Over crowding in itself—that is 
the presence of more than one an 

a half persons per room—is nc 

the only factor to be considered i: 

examining the adequacy of a dwell 

mg for its particular occupants. 
Frequently rental payments can 

only be met by “doubling up” and 
taking in roomers, with the subse- 
quent undesirable affects of such 
action on the familial organization 
within the home,” the report says. 

Wilmington is growing — slowly 
perhaps—but it is growing. And 
what has it to offer those who 
come to the city to make their 
homes? Of the 9,585 dwelling units 
in the city at the time of the sur- 

vey, 616 or 6.4 per cent of the total 
were vacant. 

“These dwellings can hardly be 

considered in terms of the supply 
of houses available for an expand- 
ing city,” the report says, “since 
almost taree-fourths -f them are 

inadequate either because of poor 
repair or the lack of necessary fa- 

cilities, such as installed plumb- 
ing, heating and lighting. As a 

mc.tt cf fact, a greater propor- 
tionate incidence of all undesirable 
oVnrnn+ori c+ibc ie PviHpnt. 31110112 

vacant houser than among owner 

or tenant-occupied units. 
“That a large part of Wilming- 

ton’s vacant units have virtually 
been abandoned as unrentable is 
confirmed by the fact that 44 per 
cent of all vacancies have not been 
occupied fcr a year or more, and 
of these 88.2 per cent are in need of 
major repairs or are unfit for use. 

as compared to an incidence of 38 
per cent in poor repair among 
units vacant for less than a year. 

“The median rental value of all 
vacant units is fro l "5 t-> $10. A 
rental value of less than $5 is re- 

ported by 140 of these units. Every 
one of these 140 units is inade- 
quate in some respect; 98.6 per 
cent are in poor condition, 97.1 
per cent lack adequate plumbing 
facilities; and 95 per cent lack 
adequate lighting facilities. The 
median duration of vacancy for 
the units with a rental value of less 
than $5 a month is three years or 

more. Of the 184 vacant units with 
a rental value between $5 and $10. 
95.7 per cent are inadequate in 
some respects; 81.5 per cent are 

in poor condition; 90.8 per cent 
lack adequ te plumbing facilities 
and 75 per cent lack adequate light- 
ing facilities. The median duration 
of vacanc. for all units in this 
group is from one year to one year 
and 11 months. All other (and 
higher) re: t groups reveal median 
vacancy durations of less than a 

year. Since units in thee: two low 
rent groups consitute over 50 per 
cent ox all vacant units, it is odvi- 

ous that only a small portion of 
vacancies in the city can at pres- 
ent be considered habitable,” the 
report concludes. 1 

It is said that 50,000 airplanes 
a year will cost approximately 
three and one-half billion dollars; 
moreover, it will take approximate- 
ly four years’ time before the air- 

; plane factories can reach that pro- 
duction rate. 

Reductions In Freight 
Rates^Are^Announced 

H. E. Boyd, manager of the ^ 
nington Port-Traffic association J 
aotified yesterday by j. g 
;hairman of the Southern ^ 

sociation, which handles rail' r[^ 
natters for Southern carriers ^ 
reductions of more than 4.000 
sification ratings on less than ,'* 
°ad iots and in carload merchan^ 
■raffic will become effective ? 
:ember 1. ™ S?P- 

Already 600 new ratings are in feet, having succeeded the c i 
ngs on July 15. rat' 

On September 1, there will b 119 new ratings, 918 first clas, 36S second class, 687 third class 
246 below third class. aml 

These reductions were decided after conferences between Varin" shippers’ and receivers’ traffic presentatives with the rail conJT 
tees. u* 

Onslow County To Tax 
Church-Owned Property 

JACKSONVILLE. July 
county is preparing to tax 
church-owned property in tc.,0ri 
ance with a recent Supreme Court ruling that any property not actual, ly used fo- religious or benevolent 
purposes, though owned by such or- 
ganizations, is taxable. 

The total property involved in On- 
slow county, however, is compara! 
tively small, about $6,000, accord- 
ing to Auditor J. J.. Cole, and in'. 
eludes the Masonic building and Bap. 
tist parsonage here, woodland own. 
ed by Atlantic Christian college in 
the county and several church-own- 
ed lots at Swansboro. 

Corp. Johnson Bags 
14-Foot Alligator 

JACKSONVILLE, July 27.—Corp 
H. C. Johnson of the state highway 
patrol is probably the champion al- 
ligator hunter in these parts. 

In recent weeks Corporal John- 
son, in off-duty hours, has bagged 
at least five alligators in night hunt- 
ing. The largest fully 14 feet long, 
was slain this week in the mouth of 
Blue creek where he sank in about 
30 feet of water. He came up Thurs- 
day in a badly decomposed condition 
and could not be brought ashore. 

5 SKIN IMPROVEMENTS 
IN ONLY A FEW DAYS 

helps lighten, brighten, soften, 
clear off dull skin, loosen black- 
heads. 10c, 25c, 50c sizes, all dealers, 

BLACK & WHITE 
BLEACHING CREAM 

; BUSINESS TRAINING COSTS LESS 
j 

II costs less to train for business here, because all 

your time is devoted to practical business subjecis. 
I For Information Call or Write 

i Wilmington School of Commerce 
t Dial 3318 R. B. Hanseiman, Registrar Tidewater Bldg. 

S EXACT heats on every 

COROX UNIT ON EVERY 

W^stinghcfflse Electric Range 

IThe 
five exact heats of the new 5-speed Corox Unit 

give you the right heat for every kind of surface 
cooking. Intensely hot “high” or gentle “simmer”— 
heat floods the unit evenly and is transferred directly 
into the utensil. 

The new Corox Unit is easy to keep clean, too. 

One-piece stainless steel drip pan below the unit 
slides out like a drawer for washing. 

SMALL DOWN PAYMENT 
CONVENIENT MONTHLY TERMS 

As low as $129.50 Installed 

JACOBI HARDWARE CO. Qg) 
'The House Your Father Dealt With" mmko-m* 

P 

NORTH END DEVELOPMENT 

Wrightsville Beach Lots 
-----’3 

* Large Lolil 

* Ural for 

Permanent 

Hemes! 

I* Wafer Front 

COMPLETE MAPS & PLANS 
MOW AVAILABLE 

Make Your Selections 
Before It is ... 

TOO LATE 
Lei our planning department help you 

select the lots best suited to your needs, 
and then help you with your house 
plans and financing. 

For Sale 
WATER FRONT 

✓ 

* Still Water 
tv 

Bayl 
H 

★Sale 

Investments! 

★ Easy Terms! 

Hugh MacRae & Co. 
Wrifhtsrille Beach Audubon Oleander Princess Place 


