
head came in contact with my 
club.” 

Report Knee Action 
Two of the White House journal- 

ists reported knee action. John 
Henry of the Washington Star said 
Steve “raised his hands and a 

knee,” and that Sloan backed 
away complaining that he had 
been hit in the stomach. Raymond 
Brandt of the St. Louis Post-Dis- 
patch said Earlv “raised his knee 
to ward him off.” 

It should be observed, incident- 
aly that Steve was acting en- 

tirely on behalf of the reporters 
in trying to get through the lines. 

Sloan, back on duty, has sent 
polite greetings to Early, and the 
incident is officially closed, Steve 

having apologized earlier for some- 

thing which he insists he did not 
do. 

I submit that the original police 
report and Sloan’s firm insistence 
that he had been deliberately kick- 
ed, not merely kneed, and the 
early admission by Steve and the 

subsequent statement of two of the 
White House journalists that Steve 

used his knee esablish the correct- 
ness and good faith of the press 
in reporting the case. Obviously, 
somebody has lied, but Sloan has 
not recanted his very serious origi- 
nal charge that he was the victim 
of a blow constituting felonious as- 

sault “by Stephen Early. Secretary 
to the President of the United 
States.’’ 3 

Yule Program Heard 
At Kiwanis Club 

The Kiwanis club yesterday heard 
Christmas hymns and carols sung 
by a quartette composed of Mrs. S. 
M. Brinson. Miss Myrtle Burriss 
Fred Willetts and Cecil Appleberry. 
with William G. Robertson at the 

piano. 
The club voted to participate in 

a joint meeting with other civic 
clubs to hear Col. L. L. Simpson 
of Fort Bragg discuss problems Wil- 
mington will face in connection with 
the establishment of the anti-aircraft 

| base at Holly Ridge. 
It was announced that committee 

chairmen will be exr■ 

their annual reports 
* 

sentaticn at the rex- ~ 

Copies of an e 

in the Star August 
contributed to the e-.-a- 

for North Carolina i y 

Legion at its recent r 

vention in Boston 
* 

to all members present. 
> 

tion was acknowledge) 
Hope, editorial writer. 

Sheriff C. Da-:d Jt =•■ .... 

Judge Clawson L. V.' 
r.’.s 

guest. 

NEWSMEN OUSTED 
BTTOLJ. Yu; slavi 

.?■— Police tonight order-: 
resident newsmen cov 
Italo-Greek war fron •• 

* 

slavian border to leave 
tomorrow. The step 
as a measure to guard Y 
an neutrality. Local reu 
however, may continue to i 
dispatches. 
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Star-News Program 
Consolidated City-County Government 

under Council-Manager Administration. 
Public Port Terminals. 
Perfected Truck and Berry Preserving 

and Marketing Facilities. 
Arena for Sports and Industrial Shows. 
Seaside Highway from Wrightsville 

Beach to Bald Head Island. 
Extension of City Limits. 
35-Foot Cape Fear River channel, wid- 

er Turning Basin, with ship lanes into 
industrial sites along Eastern bank south 
of Wilmington. 

Paved River Road to Southport, via 
Orton Plantation. 

Development of Pulp Wood Production 
through sustained-yield methods through- 
out Southeastern North Carolina. 

Unified Industrial and Resort Promo- 
tional Agency, supported by one county- 
wide tax. 

Shipyards and Drydocks. 
Negro Health Center for Southeastern 

North Carolina, developed around the 

Community Hospital. 
Adequate hospital ilities 1or whites. 
Junior High School. 
Tobacco Warehouse for Export Buyers. 
Development of native grape growing 

throughout Southeastern North Carolina. 
Modern Tuberculosis Sanatorium. 

TOP O' THU MORNING 

Not only by blue Galilee 
Did He the leper cleanse, the dead 
Raise unto life, and on all hearts 
That mourned, His matchless ylory shed; 
To-day He speaks, in homes of men, 
To heal each spirit sick with sin, 
And at the door of every life 
He stands and seeks to enter in. 

—MAC COWAN. 

Poor Buzzard 
The buzzard is not only getting its wings 

clipped in Albania but its tail feathers plucked 
in Egypt. 

Mussolini richly deserves just what the 
Greeks and British are doing to him. He 
cast himself in a craven role when he joined 
Hitler as France was sinking to its knees. He 
seems destined for an even lower part, if 
there is one, in the Italian war drama now 

nearing the closing act. 

The capture of Sidi Barrani by the British 
in Egypt is a crushing blow to II Ducc’s fond- 
est hopes. 

The out-thrust chin must be sagging, the 
puffed-up chest deflating, the bellowing voice 
sinking to a croak as he realizes what is 
happening to him. 

One wonders what he thinks now of his 
promise to break the hack of Greece and of 
his flamboyant threats against Britain. 

It has been reported that Mussolini keeps 
a loaded revolver In his desk. Does he take 
ii out, iu these hours of disappointment and 
defeut, spin the cylinder, and wonder, per- 
haps, if he should pul it to Ills temple? 

Or does he think of taking off in his private 
airplane over the Mediterranean, his Mare 
Nostrum, and not returning? Either might be 
his easiest ■‘out.’’ But it is doubtful that he 
will do either. 

It takes courage to commit suicide, and 
Mussolini is a physical coward. 

Boys And Rifles 
A letter appearing on this page yesterday 

from Edmund McLaurin, in which F. C. Ness 
ol the National Rifle Association is quoted as 
encouraging youths of 16 and even younger 
to lenrn to shoot correctly under the careful 
training of experienced teachers deserves the 
Close attention of parents n0 less than boys Mr. Ness' recommendation is commendable 
for many reasons. Understanding of the hand- 
ling and u« of firearms acquired in early life 
is an aaset in itself. U may also be con- 

i fclde,'ed a eafe,y measure. Certainly the per- 
, 

**>», lla>'<ed in the correct use 

m 

Of firearms is not so likely to take chances 
k 

or be guilty of carelessness in handling them 

as others who Jack experience. In their hands 

rifles or side arms are not so likely to figure 
: in accidental deaths. 

But there is another side to it. If the present 
disturbed conditions continue, boys of 16 will 

be eligible for military training in the short 

span of two years. When called into service 

| they will already have learned the first great, 
and often the hardest lesson, of soldiering. 

And in addition to being competent riflemen 

they will also have learned 6elf discipline, an- 

other valuable attribute of the good soldier. 

The military forces of the United States 

will be stronger if adolescent youths of today 

are taught how to operate a rifle and why 

it is important to handle it correctly. 

Deepen The Channel 

In connection with the increasing impor- 
tance of the Wilmington area in the defense 

program, it is pertinent to note that the Cape 
Fear river has a definite place, not only for 

the transportation of supplies and materials 

and for coastwise and gulf commerce, but for 

a naval sanctuary in which submarines and 

torpedo boats may have safe harborage while 

not in action and take on supplies and make 

repairs. Attention has been drawn to this be- 

fore in these columns but this additional em- 

phasis is warranted. 

Engineers have declared that there is no 

river on the Atlantic seaboard more advan- 

tageously situated than the Cape Fear for 

meeting the needs of these kinds of war ves- 

sete. Military men have said that because ot 

I the exceptionally exposed condition of the Car- 

olina coast it is indispensable that the Cape 
Fear be developed for their use. This com- 

bination of expert testimony seems to leave 

nothing unsaid. 
But it is obvious that the Cape Fear river 

cannot be utilized in proportion to its ca- 

pacity for use unless it is given a channel of 

sufficient depth to accommodate all less-than- 

dreadnaught-size warships as well as cargo 
carriers of more than average draft. The pres- 
ent channel is totally inadequate. If it is not 

deepened the Cape Fear will continue to repre- 

sent an unimproved opportunity, the con- 

sequences of which cannot accurately be ap- 

praised but which inevitably will be costly if 
war should come. 

Referring again to the map prepared by 
Lieut. Col. George W. Gillette which appeared 
in the Star-News on October 3 last under the 

caption “The Unguarded Front Line of Na- 

tional Defense,” we note that the accompany- 

ing article contains these words: "No port 
is adequate unless it possesses terminal fa- 

cilities. No port is sufficient unless it has at 

least 35 feet of water connecting the ocean.” 

Both this map and article are from the hand 

of an experienced army engineer and may be 

accepted as authoritative. Wilmington will fall 
short of its obvious duty if it fails to con- 

centrate a major effort on having at least a 

35-foot channel for the Cape Fear river. 

Britain Says “No” 
Britain’s refusal to open the blockade to 

permit foodstuffs from this country t0 reach 

the people of German-occupied countries was 

not unexpected. Although the Hoover organi- 
zation has waged a long and active campaign 
to pave the way for the relief of these inno- 

cent and suffering millions in Europe, the Lon- 
don government has let it be known for some 

time that It would not look upon such an 

enterprise with favor as long as Adolf Hitler 

remained a menace to the security and free- 

dom of Great Britain. Lord Lothian’s an- 

nouncement at Washington that the blockade 

would continue to close the sea lanes against 
food shipments for relief, therefore, is merely 
the official confirmation of a position already 
taken at London. 

The British view, that Hitler alone is re- 

sponsible for the suffering on the European 
continent and is, alone, obligated to relieve it; 
that as any supplies it might, concent to admit 
to the countries he has impoverished would 
be promptly confiscated and sent to Germany 
or given to the Nazi army; and that to allow 
supplies of any sort lo reach Germany while 
Britain is doing everything it can to starve 
out the Nazis, is understandable and decidedly 
logical. That is not to be controverted, how- 
ever one’s sympathies are stirred for ihe suf- 

fering hordes denied food and other physical 
needs by this decision. Britain knows that U 
she consented to the plea of the Hoover or- 

ganization, she would become a party, how- 
ever indirectly, to the feeding of an enemy 
nation, and that to do that would strengthen 
Hitler and prolong the war. 

Lord Lothian has explained that his gov- 
ernment probably would not oppose the send- 
ing of medical supplies, and even, perhaps, 
concentrated food for children, to German- 
occupied countries. In the circumstances, this 
is all that can rightfully be expected to have 
Britain’s consent. 

An Important Meeting 
The present plan to hold a joint session of 

Wilmington civic clubs in the near future to 
hear Col. L. L. Simpson, construction quarter- 
master at Fort Bragg, discuss some of the 
problems which Wilmington must deal with 
and, hopefully solve, when the anti-aircraft 
base is put in operation at Holly Ridge, is a 
constructive undertaking which can be of tre- 
mendous value to the community. 

Colonel Simpson has watched Fayetteville 
under the Impact of great increases in popu- 
lation, both at the fort and in the city and its 
suburbs, as a result of which he has a clear 
insight of the situation any city must face 
when hordes of new people descend upon it 
suddenly. What he will have to tell this city's 
civic groups will be illuminating, and what 

suggestions he may otter will enable Wiiming- 
tonians to go about their new task with eyes 

open to the needs. 

To be sure the anti-aircraft base will not 

bring so large an influx of soldiers and civil- 
ians as have crowded upon Fayetteville, but 
the conditions will be largely the same and 

probably are to be met best by profiting by 
| Fayetteville’e experience as Colonel Simpson 
jwill reveal it. 

Wilmington recognizes in a broad way that 

it is to be confronted by a major problem 
but has not yet developed a program for solv- 

ing it. It is altogether probable that Colonel 

Simpson’s address will contain information 

upon which a local program can be based, 
with benefit to the present people of the city 
and all those who are to come within the 

sphere of its activities. 

Editorial Comment 
ONE AT A TIME 

Raleigh News and Observer 
An imposing list of problems awaits the 

1941 General Assembly, which will convene 

in January. 
The best advice that can be given the law- 

makers at this time is to deal with these 

problems one at a time. Any Legislature is 

usually at its worst in its closing moments 
and as much business as possible should be 

dispatched early in Jthe session. 
Problems of organization should present few 

difficulties this time and should be 
_ 

solved 
without any embarrassing commitments such 

as have plagued Speakers in other sessions, 
who found themselves forced to make com- 

mittee appointments on a basis of political 
obligation rather than fitness. 

Once the Legislature is organized it should 

proceed with its business with items properly 
coming under the head of unfinished business 

given priority. The forthcoming General As- 

sembly will have to do three, and possibly four 

separate jobs of redistricting. There is no rea- 

son for delay in any of them, but they should 
be taken up separately in order to prevent 
the kind of log-rolling which in the past has 

been used to defeat all reapportionment pro- 

posals. There is no question about the order 
in which these bilLs should be considered. The 
General Assembly should first put its own 

house in order. There will be time enough 
after that is done to provide for an additional 
congressional district and to determine wheth- 
er or not there shall be an increase in the 

number of judicial districts. And in making 
reapportionments of its own membership al- 

ready 10 years overdue, the General Assem- 

bly should act first on reapportionment of the 

House, which involves merely an arithmetical 

computation. The State Senate should then be 

reapportioned on a basis of justice and equity 
to all sections of the State. 

WASHINGTON 
DAYBOOK 

__ 

BY JACK STINNETT 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 11—The United States 

Capitol is getting its face lifted—and what a 

mess! 
For the first time in 140 years, the House 

of Representatives is meeting outside its own 

hall—in the big, bright ways and means com- 

mittee room in the new House Office building. 
The Senate has turned back the calendar 

nearly 82 yearn and is holding sessions in 
the old Senate chamber just off the well of 

the “little rotunda.” Into this Mark Twain 
once stared and probably thinking of Tom 
Sawyer and Huck Finn, called it “the spittoon 
of America.” 

The reason for the face-lifting is that the 

roofs of the Senate and House wings are sag- 
ging. David Lynn, Capitol architect, has been 
warning for years that a heavy snow might 
bring tons of glass and rubble down on the 
heads of Congress. 

Plans were to do a permanent job-of fitting 
new beams into the roofs during adjournment 
this summer and fall, but national defense 
and a popular demand for Congress to stay 
in session put a stop to that. 

The congressmen have hundreds of letters 
which say: “Even if the Capitol comes down 
on your heads, stay on the job.” A demand 
that strong couldn’t be ignored, but it has 
contributed to the mess, for so reluctant was 

Congress to suspend operations that it now is 

possible even the temporary job cannot be 
completed by January 3 and the 77lh Congress 
will have to convene in the present make- 
shift Quarters. 

* • • 

Would Be Packed 
For the members of the House, this would 

be considerable inconvenience for as, large as 

the committee room is, it would hardly be 
more than a sardine can, packed with 435 
members, employes and relatives and friends 
who would want to be on hand for the cere- 

mony. 
The Senate, on the other hand, probably 

wouldn't mind so much, for despite the incon- 
venience, a lot of the gentlemen are getting 
a big kick out of running back through history 
lo their pre-Civil War quarters. 

The old Senate chamber has been dignified 
by 70 years of occupancy by the Supreme 
Court (which only vacated in 19351 and by 
being a hall of mercy in those Civil War 
years when the Capitol was converted into a 

hospital (another portion of the Capitol was a 

bakery for army bread, but not the Senate 
chamber). Although it is about 40 feet shorter 
and narrower than their present chamber, it 
still is a serviceable room and unlike the old 
hall of representatives, not afflicted with 
acoustical whispers and echoes. 

• * • 

The Past Unfolds 
The tradition apparently is inspiring, for 

you have only to hang around the corridors 
these 'days to have some senator buttonhole 
you with stories of the last Senate to occupy 
the room. There they’ll tell you, sat Sam 
Houston, the fiery “Raven” of Texas history 
and the hero of San Jacinto. There sat Jef- 
ferson Davis, the gentleman from Hurricane/ 
Miss., who was to become the Confederacy’s 
only president. And in the chair of the presi- 
dent of the Senate, was Vice-President John 
C. Breckinridge, the Kentuckian, who was to 
bo expelled by the Senate and to become 
Davis’ secretary of war. There also were little 
Stephen A. Douglas; and New York’s political 
giant, William H. Steward. 

There, someone is sure to tell you, stood 
Matthias Ward, the Texas Democrat appointed 
to the Senate to fill the vacancy caused by 
the death of J. Pinckney Henderson. On that 
spot, he stood and became the last man to 
take the oath of office in the old chamber 

On that same spot, 82 years later almost 
to the day, stands Berkeley Bunker, Nevada 

Democrat, to take the oath of of- 
fice to fill the Senate chair of the 
late Key Pittman. 

Yes sir, the Capitol face-lifting 
may be a bit inconvenient, but it’s 
stirring up tradition and the sen- 
ators, at least, love it. 

The Editor’s 

Letter Box 
The editor does not necessarily 

endorse any article appearing in 
this department. They represent the 
views of the individual readers. Cor- 

respondents are warned that all 
communications must contain the 
correct name and address for our 

records, though the latter may be 

signed as the writer sees fit The 
Star-News reserves the right to alter 

any text that for any reason is ob- 
jectionable. Letters on controversial 
subjects will not be published. 
---- 

STAR-NEWS PRAISED 
To The Star: 
Whereas, Wilmington Post No. 

10, recognizing the services ren- 

dered by the Star-News, which 
have resulted in the furtherance 
in those ideals and objectives for 
which the American Legion stands, 
does hereby resolve: 

In regular meeting assembled, 
to express its appreciation and 
gratitude to the Wilmington Star- 

News for its loyal support, both 
editorially and through its news 

columns. 
Be it further resolved that Post 

No. 10 offers its hearty congratula- 
tions to the Star-News and to J. E. 

Hope, a member of the editorial 
staff, upon the winning of the Na- 
tional Citation of Merit awarded 
by the National Headquarters of 
the American Legion; 

B e it further resolved that a 

copy of these resolutions be sent 
to Mr. R. B. Page, Publisher, and 
to Mr. J. E. Hope and that a copy 
be spread as a permanent record 
upon the minutes of Post No. 10. 
American Legion. 3 

J. B. Edwards 
H. H. Jeter 

Maurice Moore 
Approved by Wilmington 
Post No. 10 at Regular 
Meeting Assembled: 

E. F. Troy 
Adjutant 

Fair Enough 
The Star wishes its readers 

to know that views and opin- 
ions expressed in this article 
are those of the author and 
may not always harmonize 
with its position.—The Editor. 

BY WESTBROOK PEGLER 
NEW YORK, Dec. 11.—UP)—Just 

to keep the record straight, 
would like to canvass the establish- 
ed facts of the frao ; in Pennsyl- 
vania station on the night of Oct. 
28, in which James Sloan, a negro 
policeman, was said to have been 
kicked or kneed by Steve Early, 
the press secretary of the White 
House. 

The official police record de- 
clares that Early kicked Sloan in 
the stomach. This would constitute 
a felony. The policeman was ex- 
amined by a physician, who re- 
ported that he had discovered 
“contusion of lower abdomen.” 

Blown Up 
The incident was blown up with 

political gas, and the victim’s com- 
plexion was emphasized as though he had been single ’, out for abuse 
because he was a negro. Poli- 
ticians, white and colored, and 
editorial writers were guilty in this 
respect. 

Sloan deflated the issue, how- 
ever, by declaring that he intended 
to vote for President Roosevelt, 
“who has done so mych for my race.” and this fact was faithfully 
reported in the press. 

Sloan had undergone and had 
not entirely recovered from an 
operation, and, although he was 
able to stand immediately after 
the incident and no muscles had been broken, he went home to bed, where he remained an interesting invalid "Tor some time. 

After election, on the initiative 
of a New York publisher, who has 
freely criticized the new deal, an 
investigation was made in Wash- 
ington, so that if Early had suf- 
fered injustice he might be clear- ed. By this time, it must be noted, the incident had been exploited for all it was worth politically, which, thanks to Sloan’s indorsement of 
the president, wasn’t much. 

Steve Exnr era fori 
On Nov. 16 Editor and Publisher, 

the trade magazine of the news- 
paper industry, published a story in which, in general terms, four 
journalists of the Roosevelt party who were present at the incident 
exonerated Steve. Thomas Reyn- 
olds of the United Press, President 
of the White House correspondents, 
reported “there wa~ no kicking,, 
although the policeman undoubted- 
ly was injured in the general scuffle. But it is a noteworthy fact 
that when Early went upstairs to 
find a superior officer the negro policeman followed, two stees at 
a time.” f 

Reporters in New York, pre- sumably no less reputable and sin- 
cere than Reynolds, certified on 
then professional honor that Sloan, in an interview at his home, said: 
'He kicked me deliberately with 

his foot. As I fell down I yelled to other officers to grab him. Be- fore yelled that, this man (Early) said to me, ‘you better be glad that I didn’t do more than I did.” 
Early himself in Washington ad- mitted that he raised his knee, which came against Sloan’s body. That way of putting it creates a 

nicer mental picture than the more 
rugged phrase “he gave him the 
knee.” It is reminiscent of the 
traditional story of the Chicago cop in police court with a battered 
prisoner, explaining that “the ac- 
cused slipped and fell, and as 
was assisting him to his feet his 

PROTECT YOUR CAR WITH A CONOCO WINTERIZED LUBRICATION 
A N Y REPAIR TO ANY CA R 

LET US FILL YOUR CAR WITH ANTI FREEZE 

WENBERG BROS. 
DIAL 3686 3RD AND GRACE STS. 

Let colored lights give your home 
the Christmas spirit... inside and out. 

Decorate trees and shrubbery with 

strings of colored lights to make a fairy 
pattern against the velvet black of 

holiday nights. Light up the Christ- 
mas tree with strings of colored lights 
and watch the youngsters gaze enrap- 
tured ... thrilled to the core at the play 
of rainbow hued brilliance. Twine 
colored lights in holly and mistletoe. 
Festoon them over mantles and trail 
them to every corner of the room. 

Many new ideas for Christmas lighting 
—indoors and out—have been devel- 

oped. There are new type Christmas 

tree lamps that eliminate hunting for 

burned-out bulbs—others that look 

like old-fashioned candles—and many 

other novelties to make your Christmas 

more joyous. See them at your dealer s. 

And be sure to get your Christmas 

lights early, so that no one, especially 
the youngsters, will be disappointed. 

Tide Water Fewer Co* 
I 


