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TROOPS TAKE 
CAPUZZO AND 
SALUM FORTS 

SWEEP INTO COUNTRY 

Next Objective Believed To 
Be Bardia, Port And 

Key Fascist Base 

RAF BOMBERS ACTIVE 

Stab At Italian West Coast 
And Hit Concentration 

Of Battleships 
CAIRO, Egypt, Dec. 16.—UP)— 

Britain’s army of the Nile claimed 
its first big victory on Italian co- 

lonial soil today and simultaneously 
crushed the last important fascist 

threat inside Egypt’s borders by cap- 

turing Fort Capuzzo, just witbin 
Libya, and overwhelming the bitter- 

ly-fighting Italian garrison at Salum, 
five miles from the Libyan border. 

Thus with one stroke reported in 

a bare announcement at British 

headquarters troops of General Sir 

Archibald P. Wavell, middle east 

commander, seized two points of a 

triangle of fascist resistance in the 
western desert and on the Libyan 
frontier. 

Next Objective 
British advance guards were re- 

ported sweeping on into Libya and 
the next probable objective o£ the 

advancing British apparently was 

Bardia, Libyan port and kep Fascist 
base. 

The British spearheads of motor- 
ized desert troops were reported to 
have set the Italians back at some 

points to where they started from 
more than three months ago. 

Marshal Rodolfo Graziani, Italian 
commander in Libya, had been re- 

ported strongly efitrenched in Salum 
and his men put up w-hat the British 
said was a terrific battle before their 
pocket of resistance was claimed by 
the British. 

While fighting was going on 

around Salum and Fort Capuzzo, 
British units were reported to have 
swept around them into Libya. 

At the same time, the Royal Air 
Force w'as reported hammering Ital- 
ian bases without let-up. 

RAF Active 
RAF bombers delivered a smash- 

ing attack upon Bardia and their 
• 
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BAD WEATHER HITS 
NAZI AIR ATTACKS 
RAF Conducts Overnight 

Assault On Berlin And 
Other War Centers 

LONDON, Dec. 16.—UP)—Bad fly- 
ing weather handicapped German re- 

taliatory raids on Britain tonight fol- 
lowing the RAF's heavy overnight 
assault on Berlin and three other 
Reich war centers. 

One bomb struck a theater in a 

northwest town, killing and injuring 
an undetermined number of persons 
and high explosives shattered six 
homes in one western midlands town. 
Several persons were believed trap 
ped in the wreckage. 

Sheffield was again heavily raided 
last night, but the number of dead 
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Grading Macl At Holly Ridge 
—-- T 

150 Men Are 
Put To Work 
dt ArmyBase 
1 500 Seek Jobs As Pre- 
liminary Operations Be- 

gun At Large Camp 

lomber trucks ROLL 

fide Water Building Power 
Line To Serve The Con- 

struction Camp 

BY ROD SPARROW 

HOLLY RIDGE. Dec. 16.— 

■Boom Town” played here today, 
1500 people seeking work 

j'aying the roles of "extras” while 

150 "principals” were put to work 

unloading grading and other equip- 

ment from eight freight cars and 

,0rk preliminary to building the 

army's new $10,000,000 anti-aircraft 

base continued at a slightly ac- 

celerated rate. 

But Holly Ridge is not the only 
piace affected. 
'From here to Wilmington numer- 

ous new filling stations are going 
ip Tourist camps are adding 
cabins and dance halls. At Hamp- 
stead a tent show is anticipating 
tie time when it can hang out the 

SR0 sign. 
Lumber Trucks Rolling; 

Lumber trucks are rolling here 
from Wilmington and returning 
empty. 

A large number of creosoted 
cross ties have been placed at 
Woodside as the Atlantic Coast 
Line railroad gets busy putting its 
track into shape to bear the ex- 

pected heavy freight traffic. 
An overturned, smashed car 

bears testimony to the increased 
traffic on the Ocean Highway 
which now has more northbound 
than southbound traffic, something 
new for the road which carries 
tourists to Florida usually at this 
time of year. 

The “Boom Town” atmosphere 
"'as enhanced this morning by the 
arrival of an unruly crowd hunt- 
ing work. So boisterous did the 
men become that it became nec- 
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IIS. WATERWAY 
CONTROL UPHELD 

Supreme Court Decision 
Sanctions Extension Of 
Government’s Power 

.WASHINGTON, Dec. 16— UP) — 

"Bt°ric supreme court decision to- 
®a!' sanctioned far-reaching ex- 
■wsion of federal control over the 
Nation's waterways, despite the ob- 
lations of 41 states which cdn- 
tidered their sovereignty invaded. 

The 6-2 decision, by Justice Reed 
tade two major points: 
— The federal government’s au- 
'"Mity over streams and rivers 
*oer the interstate commerce 
f.ause of the constitution is not 
muted merely to considerations 

1 navigation. “Flood protection, 
Watershed development, recovery 
3 the cost of improvements 
IC,mUnue don Page Five; Col. 2) 

Application For Armory 
Will Be Filed Thursday 

'1‘ formal application for the pro- 
f -ed WPA armory auditorium 
pr°ject for Wilmington, costing an 

*st®ated $200,000, will be filed 
iursday morning with state WPA 

w«a>S in Raleigh, James E. L. 
we’ commissioner of public 

Ks. said yesterday, 
IV 

6 local delegation submitting 
,,ja application will include Addi- 

»lo ev'*elt’ chairman to the board 

s1»n°Unty Commissioners; Commis- 
cvJV'.de; James B. Lynch, ar- 

Hee,. J- A' Loughlin, city engi- 
and local WPA officials, 

'ate p5°iect specifications will be 

lilRal- re state WPA officials 
8lj| ~*Sh to work out details suit- 
tion °,.the WPA and the applica- 
iijr.,1 then be returned here for 
Hie r-'Jres of i°int sponsors, 
st, ,,,y and county commission- 5l Wade said. 

The city and county boards, he 
said, are planning to call another 
joint session, when the application 
is returned here, for the purpose 
of taking final action on the mat- 
ter. 

Lynch, of Lynch and Foard, ar- 

chitects, is now ready with de- 

tailed plans and a breakdown of 
material estimates for presenta- 
tion to local and state WPA offi- 
cials, he said. 

Meantime, the formal applica- 
tion will first be submitted to the 
local WPA office, of which W. Joe 
Prevette is the district supervisor, 
for a check before presentation to 
fore the WPA. 

Wade said the formal filing of 
the application had been delayed 
through the necessity of allowing 
ample time for the architect to 
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HEAVY ENT ARRIVES AT HOEll| jUDGE 

Heavy equipment started arriving at Holly Ridge yeste rday as the Atlantic Coast Line railroad began installing a 

50-car storage track. In the foreground is a heavy grader and in the background a large. difeTBWigger. ..In the center 

background may be seen a small portion of the crowd of 4<side walk superintendents who watched the unloading of the 

equipment. Many came there to work, found no jobs available yet, and stayed to watch.____ 

F. R. WILL SEEK 
ARMSS l-UP 

Returns From Caribbean, 
Plans To Start Work 

On Major Problems 

WASHINGTON. Dec. 16.—(A>)— 
President Roosevelt returned from 
a Caribbean cruise today to tackle 
the problem of speeding up rearm- 

ament in a situation described by 
William S. Knudsen as one of ‘‘ter- 

rible urgency.” 
The chief executive came home 

to find the capital absorbed in 

speculation as to whether he might 
give the chairmanship of the de- 

fense commission, and with it sub- 
stantial powers over industry, to 

Knudsen. Many persons close to 

the defense program advocated 
such a step; other high officials 
were as firmly opposed to any 

fundamental change in the setup 
sf the commission, which now has 
no chairman. 

To many analysts, some major 
presidential move seemed fore- 

shadowed by Mr. Roosevelt’s state- 

ment yesterday that he hoped to 

visit Warm Spring^, Ga., again 
next spring ‘‘if the world sur- 

vives.” 
Knudsen, former president of 

General Motors corporation, and 
now production chief for the de- 
fense commission, spoke grimly in 
letters made public today to ma- 

chine tool manufacturers and their 
employes. 

Declaring that nothing was more 

vital to the country’s welfare just 
now than to hasten the production 
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Britain Asks Financial 
AssistanceF rom America 

DETAILS NOT GIVEN 

Proposed ‘Line Of Credit 
Probably Involves Se- 

curities And Gold 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 16.—(#)— 
The British government.. it was 

[earned authoritatively tonight, has 

made a formal request for finan- 

cial assistance from the United 
states government. 

The information came from of- 

ficial sources which left no doubt 
as to its authenticity, but details 
pf the reouest were not available. 

“Line of Credit” 
However, usually well-informed 

Dfficials indicated that the British 
lad asked for a “line of credit” 

probably involving their securities 
and gold assets, rather than a 

straight unsecured loan. The of- 
ficial sources through which the 

request became known indicated 
that “financial assistance” was a 

more accurate term to describe 
;he request than the word “loans”. 

This suggestion apparently fitted 
what many officials have been say- 

ing privately for several weeks, 
that the British were not so much 
interested in a quick cash transac- 

tion as in assurances that they 
would be able to continue buying 
war supplies in this country when 

their present dollar assets ran out. 
Some officials estimated that it 

would be a year or more before 
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WEATHER 

Four Persons Killed 
In Bombing Of Basel 

BASEL, Switzerland, Dec. 17. 
— (Tuesday)— (/P> —Four per- 
sons were killed and widespread 
damage done when 10 aerial 
bombs exploded in the heart ol' 
Basel just before last midnight. 

The bombs were believed to 
have been dropped by British 
raiders mistaking this blaeked- 
out city on the German border 
for one of their Nazi objectives. 

One bomb ripped through the 
Central railway station but ex- 

ploded without casualties. 
Another fell in Winkelried 

Square, behind the station, kill- 
ing a woman who was running 
for shelter. 

SIMPSON TO TALK 
AT MEETING TODAY 
Fort Bragg Construction 

Quartermaster Will Ad- 
dress Civic Bodies 

Lieut.-Col. L. L. Simpson, con- 

struction quartermaster at Fort 

Bragg, will address a joint meet- 

ing of the civic clubs of Wilming- 
ton at the Cape Fear hotel this aft- 
ernoon at 1 o’clock. 

He will discuss the effect the 

Army’s new $10,000,000 anti-aircraft 
base at Holly Ridge will probably 
have on the city. 

James E. L. Wade, chairman of 
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CALLS ON EMPTY 
STOCKING MOUNT 

Charity Demands On Star- 
News Fund Are Greater 

Than Contributions 

Pathtic pleas that their children 
be gvien something at Christmas 
continued to roll in yesterday from 

poor parents in this section. 
Their requests were the same as 

hundreds previously received—ask- 
ing for some small remembrance 
from Santa Claus, a Santa Claus 
whose visit will be made possible 
only through the Empty Stock- 

ing fund. 
But the demands coming into the 

Star-News offices far out-weighed 
the contributions to the fund, which 
last night had reached a total of 
$671.67. 

-r _ A 
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dren were cared for with the $1.- 
900 which was contributed, making 
the cost per child slightly less than 

50 cents each. But uilless the fund 
is greatly increased in the next 

few days there will be several 
thousand children who will have to 

be cut from the lists. 
Sponsors of the fund pointed out 

that all requests for aid for chil- 
dren must be in at the Star-News 
offices not later than 6 p. m. Wed- 
nesday. 

At the same time appeals were 

renewed for more contributions, 
as the need is urgent. It is the 

hope that no child will be overlook- 
ed this year, but unless donations 
come faster this hope will have 

to be abandoned. 
Make your contribution today 

and insure some child and your- 
self a Merry Christmas. Con- 
tributions may be made either to 
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FORECAST 
North Carolina and South Carolina: 

Fair and colder, much colder east por- 
tion Tuesday; Wednesday fair, some- 

what warmer west portion. 

(By TJ. S. Weather Bureau) 
(Meteorological data for the 24 hours 

ending 7:30 p. m. yesterday.) 
Temperature 

1 -30 a. m. 52; 7:30 a. m. 53; 1:30 p. m. 

59- 7-30 p. m. 67: maximum 70; mini- 

mum 51; mean 60: normal 49. 
Humidity 

1 -30 a. in. 100; 7:30 a. m. 100; 1:30 p. 
m 86; 7:30 p. m. 91. 

Precipitation 
Total for 24 hours ending 7:30 P'. m. 

9 04 inches. Total since first of the 
month 0.43 inches. 

Tides For Today) 
(From Tide Tables published by U. 

S. Coast and Geodetic Survey.) 
High Low 

Wilmington-11:32a 6:13a 
11:49p 7:0op 

MMonboro Inlet- 9:08a 3:03a 
9 :32p 3:40p 

Sunrise 7:12a; sunset :505p; moon- 
rise 8:10p; moonset 9:12a. 

River stage at Fayetteville, N. C., 
at * a. m., Dec. IS, 9.7 feet. 

(Continued on Page Fivej 3) 
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Work Will Be Continued 
On School Projects Here 

The county commissioners yes- 
terday approved plans submitted 
by the board of education for the 

resumption of work on three con- 

struction projects in the county 
school system. 

The action taken paved the way 
for the continuation of work, at 

least for the present, on the New 
Hanover High school gymnasium 
and vocational building projects 
and at the Wrightsboro school. 

A week ago the board of edu-1 
cation voted to“close down tempo- 
rarily” all school construction 
work until further funds were 

available because of an emergency 
created by a shortage of skilled 
laborers and the increased cost 
of building materials. 

The county commissioners yes- 
terday approved a request of the 
board of education that $3,000 be 
transferred from instructional ser- 

vice to the capital outlay in the 
supplementary budget. 

H. M. Roland, county school su- 

perintendent, said this is in order 
to make and keep “our buildings 
in shape for classroom work and 
to pay some bills incurred in pre- 
paring these buildings for use.” 

Roland gave the county com- 

missioners a statement as to the 
expenses to be incurred in putting 
a roof on the high school gym- 
nasium project and other work to 
enclose the building. 
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Greeks Make 
Gains On Both 
Ends Of Front 
Italian General And Colonel 

Killed In Greeks’ Drive 
Toward Valona 

200 PRISONERS TAKEN 

Athens Says Fascists’Coun- 
ter-Attacks Beaten Off 

In The South 

ATHENS, Dec. 16.—(^—Smash- 
ing new advances on both ends of 
the Albanian battlefront were re- 

ported tonight by the men of 
Greece battling retreating Italians 
in near Arctic conditions. 

An Italian’general and a colonel 
were killed, military dispatches 
from the southern front said, when 
Greek forces driving toward Va- 
iona, one of the three remaining 
ports held by the Italians, stormed 
and captured a bitterly contested 
height. 

“These two officers," a dispatch 
said, “with revolvers in hand, in- 
duced their men to defend the po- 
sition. However, both officers were 
hit in the breast and died. That 
was the sign for a wholesale Ital- 
ian retreat and abandonment of 
the height.” 

Leave Dead 
The Greeks said the fleeing Fa- 

cists left many dead, including oth- 
er senior officers. 

A government spokesman an- 
nounced the capture of 200 pris- 
oners and one senior officer when 
the Italians Were driven from a 

position in the Dvinos river valley, 
and said the Italians suffered 
heavy losses in that sector. 

“The Italian army always re- 
treats toward the sea,” the spokes- 
man said. “I would like to add 
as we are now entering the eighth 
week of war that the initiative al- 
ways belongs to us and in spite of 
the rough winter, the morale of our 

troops is excellent.” 
Referring to Italian claims of 

counter attack, the spokesman 
said: “In fact the Italians have 
counter-attacked with choice troops 
but all their attacks have failed in 
the southern sector. Choice troops 
have tried to capture the Skivovik 

(Continued on Page Two; Col. 3) 

COUNTY WILL PUSH 
WORK ON AIRPORT 

_i 

Rock Base Of One Of Run- 
ways Scheduled To Be 

Finished Next Week 

The work of laying a rock base 
for one of the runways at Bluethen- 
thal airport will be completed next 
week, Addison Hewlett, chairman, 
informed the county commission- 
ers in weekly session yesterday 
afternoon. 

Weather conditions permitting, 
Hewlett said, workmen should fin- 
ish by next week the job of putting 
in a rock base and top layer on 
the runway, 3,000 feet long and 
100 feet wide, and running in a 
north-south direction. 

During a lengthy discussion of 
the project, the county commis- 
sioners agreed to spare no efforts 

(Continued on Page Five; Col. 3) 

War 
. 

Interpretive 
BY KIRKE L. SIMPSON 

Fresh omens of disaster dog the 
retreating footsteps of Italian 
forces in Albania. Further Greek 
advances either in the .northern 
sector where Elbasani is threat- 
ened, or in the south about Tem- 
peleni could greatly increase the 
gravity of the Fascist army’s po- 
sition. 

The fall of Tempeleni is reported 
imminent in both Athens and Lon- 
don. Even a casual glance at a 

topographical map of Albania 
shows why collapse of the Italian 
defense there would mean not only 
loss of the Port of Valona but 

(Continued on Page Seven; CoL 3) 

Italians Begin Drive 
To Reinforce Morale 

In Industrial Section 

ROME, Dec. 16.—W—An in- 
tensive campaign to reinforce 
morale in industrial north Italy 
began today as the high com- 

mand announced bitter fighting 
in Albania and Libya against 
strong Greek and British at- 
tacks. 

“Considerable” losses on both 
sides resulted, the communique 
said, when Italians repulsed 
Greek attacks on the Albanian 
battlefronts. 

Italian planes, bombing British 
units in the Egyptian-Libyan 
frontier offensive, were said to 
have caused heavy casualties. 

Meanwhile the Italian people, 
told officially only yesterday of 
the fall of Sida Barrani (which 
the British captured last Wed- 
nesday) and retreat of the Ital- 
ians into Libya, were declared 
i nhigh Fascist circles to be 

“unshakably decided to face any 
events.” 

FBI REPORT SAYS 
BRIDGES IS RED 

Hoover Predicts Attorney 
General Will Call Pub- 
lic Hearings On Case 

MIAMI BEACH, FLA., Dec. 16. 
—UP—A 3,000-word report declar- 
ing that Harry Bridges, West coast 
labor leader, is a communist and 
that the communist party advo- 
cates the overthrow of the United 
States government has been sub- 
mitted to the attorney general, 
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover said 
here today. 

Hoover declined to divulge the 
exact nature of the “factual evi- 

dence” about communism he said 
the report contained, and he would 
not predict what action would be 
taken in Bridges’ case. 

Bridges, head of the CIO Long- 
shoremen’s unions on the Pacific 
coast, has been the center of a 

controversy in and out of congress 
for mariy months and the status 
of his citizenship has been in- 

vestigated by the labor and justice 
departments. 

Hoover said the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation had no authority 
to order Bridges’ deportation. Nei- 
ther can it arrest any person for 

merely holding membership in the 
communist party, he explained, 
adding that only congress can out- 
law any group. 

| “We are an investigating agency 
and all we can do is investigate 
and report,” Hoover continued. 

The attorney general probable 
will call public hearings on the 
report, Hoover predicted. 

“EXPECTED” 
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 16.— MV- 

J. Edgar Hoover’s report that Har- 

ry Bridges is a communist “was 
to be expected,” the Bridges de- 
fense committee said today, “for 
it is entirely in keeping with the 
hatred of organized labor which 
has animated him for more than 
20 years.” 

“The FBI has operated exten- 
sively in San Francisco arid else- 
where during the past few months, 
said Estolv Ward, chairman of the 
defense committee. 

France’s Life May Rest 
On Petain-Abetz Parley 

BERN, Switzerland, Dec. 16.—<iP> 
—Adolf Hitler sent Otto Abetz, his 
Paris representative, to Vichy today 
for conferences with Chief of State 
Marshal Philippe Petain and foreign 
observers here believed the visit 
might mean life or death for the re- 

organized French government — 

possibly even total Nazi occupation 
of France. 

What the future holds for the old 
marshal’s regime, these observers 
said, hinges on what explanation he 

gives Abetz, sometimes called the 
“unofficial king of France,’’ regard- 
ing the sudden dismissal of f>ierre 
Laval as vice-premier and foreign 
minister. 

Authorized sources in Berlin said 
the cabinet upheaval at Vichy came 

as a surprise. They said also that 
not until Germany has obtained full 
information concerning the purpose, 

intentions and effects of the change 
would the Nazi press even be per- 
mitted to publish the news of Laval’s 
dismissal. 

The special reason for Germany’s 
reserve, these informants said, lies 
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